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ADVERTISEMENT. 


.ft. 


Ths  purpose  of  the  following  Narrative 
is  to  give  a  detailed  and  accurate  account 
of  Certain  temarkabk  iiiddents  which  took 
plfloer  ill  the  CMmey  Idands,  concerning 
which,  the  more  imperfect  traditionA  and 
mutilated  reccnds  of  the  conniry  Only  tell 
us  the  following  errimeous  pariieulars  :--<-» 

In  the  month  of  January  17S4-5,  aves^ 
sel,  called  the  Revenge,  heanng  twenty  large 
guns,  and  six  smaller,  commanded  hy  John 
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Gow,  or  GoFFE,  or  Smith,  came  to  the 
Orkney  Islands,  and  was  discovered  to  be  a 
pirate,  by  various  acts  of  insolence  and  vil- 
lainy committed  by  the  crew.  These  were 
for  some  time  submitted  to,  the  inhabitants 
of  these  remote  islands  not  possessing  arms 
nor  means  of  resistance;  and  so  bold  was  the 
Captain  of  these  banditti,  that  he  not  only 
came  ashore,  and  gave  dancing  parties  m  the 
village  of  Stromness,  but,  before  his  real  cha- 
racter was  discovered,  engaged  the  affections, 
and  received  the  troth-plight,  of  a  young  la- 
dy possessed  of  some  property.  A  patriotic 
individual^  James  Fea,  younger  of  Cles- 
tron,  formed  the  plan  of  securing  the  buc- 
caneer, which  he  effected  by  a  mixture  of 
courage  and  address,  in  consequence  chiefly 
of  Gow's  vessel  having  gone  on  shore  near 
the  harbour  of  Calfiound,  on  the  Island  of 
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Eda,  not  ha  distant  firom  a  house  then  in* 
habited  by  Mr  Fea.  In  the  varions  strata- 
gems by  which  Mr  Fea  contrived  finally,  at 
the  peril  of  his  life,  they  being  well  armed 
and  desperate,  to  make  the  whole  pirates  his 
prisoners,  he  was  much  aided  by  Mr  James 
Laing,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Mai^ 
COLM  Laing,  Esq.  the  acate  and  ingeni- 
ous historian  of  Scotland  during  the  17th 
century. 

Gow,  and  others  of  his  crew,  suffered,  by 
sentence  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
the  punishment  their  crimes  had  long  de- 
served. He  conducted  himself  with  great 
audacity  when  before  the  Court ;  and, 
fipom  an  account  of  the  matter,  by  an  eye-' 
witness,  seems  to  have  been  subjected  to  some 
unusual  severities,  in  order  to  compel  him  to 
plead.  The  words  are  these :  ^  John  Gow 
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would  ifkot  plead,  for  which  be  was  bioii^ht 
to  the  bar,  and  t)ie  «[udge  ordered  that  his 
thumbs  ishould  be  squeezed  by  two  men, 
with  a  whip-cord,  ti]l  it  did  brea)L;<and 
then  it  should  be  doubled,  till  it  did  again 
break,  and  then  laid  t|areefold,  and  that  the 
executioners  should  pull  ^th  their  whole 
strength ;  which  sentence  Gow  endured 
with  a  great  deid  of  bpldness."  The  next 
morning,  (27th  May,  1725,)  when  he  had 
seen  the  preparations  for  pressing  him  to 
death,  his  courage  gave  way,  and  he  told 
the  Marshal  of  Court,  thftt  he  would  not 
have  giv^  «o  much  trouble,  had  he  been 
assured  of  not  being  hanged  in  chains.  |Ie 
was.then  tried,  condenqooed,  and  executed, 
with  others  of  his  crew.  .^  - 
.  It  is  said,  tha^  the  lady  whose  aflfections 
Gow  had  engaged,  went  up  to  London  to 
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wee  him  befinre  his  deaths  and  that,  airivuig 
too  Ute,  die  had  the  courage  to  request  a 
8%ht  of  his  dead  h6ij ;  aiid  then  touching 
the  hand  of  the  corpse,  she  formally  reso-^ 
med  the  tioth-^ij^t  which  she  had  bestow-^ 
ed.  Without  going  through  1h&  eeremony^ 
flbe  could  not,  according  to  the  superstitioii 
of  the  country,  hare  escaped  a  visit  firom  the 
ghost  of  her  departed  lover,  in  the  event  of 
her  bestowing  upon  any  living  suitcn*,  the 
&ith  which  she  had  plighted  to  the  dead.^ 
This  part  of  the  legend  may  serve  as  a  cu- 
rious commentary  on  the  beautiful  tale  of 
the  fine  Scottish  ballad,  which 


.....     -^ 

'^  There  came  a  ghost  to  Margaret's  door/'  Sec 


The  common  account  of  this  incident  fiur* 
ther  bears,  that  Mr  Fea,  the  spirited  indir 
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vidual.by  whose  exertions  Go w's  career  of 
iniquity  was  cut  short,  was  so  &r  from  recei- 
ving any  reward  from  Grovemmeut,  that  he 
could  not  obtain  even  countenance  enough 
to  protect  him  against  a  variety  of  sham 
suits,  raised  against  him  by  Newgate  soU- 
citors,  who  acted  in  the  name  of  Gow,  and 
others  of  the  pirate  crew ;  and  the  various 
expences,  vexatious  prosecutions,  and  other 
l^al  consequences,  in  which  his  gallantry 
involved.him,  utterly  ruined  his  fortune  and 
his  family ;  making  his  memory  a  notable 
example  to  all  who  shall  in  future  take 
pirates  on  their  own  authority. 

It  is  to  be  supposed,  for  the  honour  of 
George  the  First's  government,  that  the 
last  circumstance,  as  well  as  the  dates,  and 
other^  particulars  of  the  commonly  received . 
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story,  are  inaccurate,  since  they  will  be  found 
totally  irrecondleable  with  the  following  ve- 
racious narrative,  compiled  from  materials 
to  which  he  himself  alone  has  had  access, 
by 

The  Authob  of  Waveeley. 


1st  November^  1821. 


THE  PIRATE 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  ttorm  hitd  ceased  its  wintrj  roar, 

Hoarse  dash  the  billows  of  the  sea ; 
But  who  on  Thole's  desert  shore, 

Cries,  Have  I  buznM  my  harp  for  thee  ? 

Macniel. 

That  long,  narrow,  and  irregular  island,  usu- 
ally called  the  Main-Land  of  Zetland,  because  it 
is  by  far  the  largest  of  that  Archipelago,  termi- 
nates, as  is  well  known  to  the  mariners  who 
navigate  the  stormy  seas  which  surround  the 
Thule  of  the  ancients,  in  a  cliS'  of  tremendous 
height,  entitled  Snmburgh-Head,  which  presents 
its  bare  scalp  and  naked  sides  to  the  weight  of  a 
tremendous  surge,  and  forms  the  extreme  point 
of  the  isle  to  the  south-east.    This  lofty  promon- 
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lory  is  constantly  exposed  to  the  current  of  a 
strong  and  furious  tide,  which  setting  in  betwixt 
the  Orkney  and  Zetland  Islands,  and  running 
with  force  only  inferior  to  that  of  the  Pentland 
Frith,  takes  its  name  from  the  headland  we  have 
mentioned,  and  is  called  the  Roost  of  Sumburgh ; 
roost  being  the  phrase  assigned  in  these  isles  to 
currents  of  this  description. 

On  the  land  side,  the  promontory  is  covered 
with  short  grass,  and  slopes  steeply  down  to  a 
little  isthmus,  upon  which  the  sea  has  encroached 
in  creeks,  which,  advancing  from  either  side  of  the 
island,  gradually  work  their  way  forward,  and 
seem  as  if  in  a  short  time  they  would  form  a 
junction,  and  altogether  insulate  Sumburgh- 
Head,  when  what  is  now  a  cape,  will  become  a 
lonely  mountiun  islet,  severed  from  the  main- 
land, of  which  it  is  at  present  the  terminating  ex- 
tremity. 

Man,  however,  had  in  former  days  considered 
this  as  a  remote  or  unlikely  event ;  for  a  Nor- 
wegian chief  of  other  times,  or,  as  other  accounts 
said,  and  as  the  name  of  Jarlshof  seemed  to  imply, 
an  ancient  £arl  of  the  Qrkneys  had  selected  this 
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neck  of  land  as  the  place  for  establUhing  a  man* 
aioiiJioiise.     It  has  been  long  entirely  deserted, 
and  the  vestiges  can  only  be  discerned  with  diffi- 
calty ;  for  the  loose  sand,  borne  on  the  tempestuous 
gales  of  these  stormy  regions,  has  overblown,  and 
almost  buried  the  ruins  of  the  buildings ;  but  in 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  a  part  of  the 
EarVs  mansion  was  still  entire  and  inhabitable.  It 
was  a  rude  building  of  rough  stone,  with  nothing 
about  it  to  gratify  the  eye,  or  to  excite  the  imagi- 
nation ;*-a  large  old-fashioned  house,  with  a  very 
steep  roof,  covered  with  flags  composed  of  grey 
sandstone,  would  perhaps  convey  the  best  idea  of 
the  place  to  a  modem  reader.  The  windows  were 
few,  were  very  small  in  size,  and  were  distributed 
up  and  down  the  building  with  utter  contempt  of 
regularity.    Against  the  main  building  had  rest- 
ed, in  former  times,  certiun  smaller  copartments 
of  the  mansion-house,  contmning  offices,  or  sub- 
ordinate apartments,  necessary  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Earl'^s  retainers  and  menials.    But 
these  had  become  ruinous ;  and  the  rafters  had 
been  taken  down  for  fire-wood,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  the  walls  had  given  way  in  many  places ; 
and,  to  o(Hnplete  the  devastation^  the  sand  l;iad 
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already  drifted  amongst  the  ruins,  and  filled  up 
-what  had  been  once  the  chambers  they  contain- 
ed, to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  feet. 

Amid  this  desolation,  the  inhabitants  of  Jarls« 
hof  had  contrived,  by  constant  labour  and  at- 
tention, to  keep  in  order  a  few  roods  of  land, 
which  had  been  inclosed  as  a  garden,  and  which, 
sheltered  by  the  walls  of  the  house  itself,  from 
the  relentless  sea-blast,  produced  suoh  vegetables 
as  the  climate  could  bring  forth,  or  rather  as  the 
sea-gale  would  permit  to  grow ;  for  these  islands 
experience  even  less  of  the  rigour  of  cold  than  is 
encountered  on  the  mainland  of  Scotland  ;  but, 
unsheltered  by  a  wall  of  some  sort  or  other,  it  is 
scarce  possible  to  raise  even  the  most  ordinary 
culinary  vegetables ;  and  as  for  shrubs  or  trees, 
they  are  entirely  out  of  the  question,  such  is  the 
force  of  the  sweeping  sea-blasL 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  mansion,  and 
near  to  the  sea-beach,  just  where  the  creek  formft 
a  sort  of  imperfect  harbour,  in  which  lay  three  or 
four  fishing-boats,  there  were  a  few  most  wretch- 
ed cottages  for  the  inhabitants  and  tenants  of  the 
township  of  Jarlshof,  who  held  the  whole  district 
oi  the  landlord  iqpoa  such  terns  m  were  in  those 
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dij8  usually  granted  to  persons  of  this  descrip. 
tioQ,  and  which,  of  course,  were  hard  enough. 
The  landlord  himself  resided  upon  an  estate 
which  he  possessed  in  a  more  eligible  situation^ 
in  a  different  part  of  the  island,  and  seldom  visit- 
ed Us  possessions  at  Sumburgh-Head.  He  was 
an  honest,  plain  Zetland  gentleman,  somewhat 
pasaonate,  the  necessary  result  of  being  surround* 
ed  by  dependents ;  and  somewhat  over-convivial 
in  his  habits,  the  consequence,  perhaps,  of  having 
too  much  time  at  his  disposal ;  but  frank-tenu 
pered,  and  generous  to  his  people,  and  kind  and 
hasftttahle  to  strangers.  He  was  descended  also 
of  an  old  and  noble  Norwegian  family ;  a  circum- 
stance which  rendered  him  dearer  to  the  lower 
orders,  most  of  whom  are  of  the  same  race ;  while 
the  lairds,  or  proprietors,  are  generally  of  Scot- 
tish extraction,  who,  at  this  early  period,  were 
even  still  considered  as  strangers  and  intruders. 
Magnus  Troil,  who  deduced  his  descent  from  the 
very  Earl  who  was  supposed  to  have  founded 
Jarlshof,  was  peculiarly  of  this  opinion. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Jarlshof  had  expc* 
rienced,  on  several  occasions,  the  kindness  and 
good  will  of  the  proprietor  of  the  tecritory.  When 
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Mr  Mertoun,  such  waa  the  name  of  the  present 
inhabitant  of  the  old  mansion,  first  arrived  in  Zet- 
land, some  years  before  the  story  commences,  he 
had  received  at  the  house  of  Mr  Troil  that  warm 
and  cordial  hospitality  for  which  the  islands  are 
distinguished.  No  one  asked  him  whence  he  came, 
where  he  was  going,  what  was  his  purpose  in  vi- 
siting so  remote  a  comer  of  the  empire,  or  what 
was  hkely  to  be  the  term  of  his  stay.  He  arrived 
a  perfect  stranger,  yet  was  instantly  overpowered 
by  a  succesaon  of  invitations ;  and  in  each  house 
which  he  viidted,  he  found  a  home  as  long  as  he 
chose  to  accept  it,  and  lived  as  one  of  the  family, 
unnoticed  and  unnoticmg,  until  he  thought  pro- 
per to  remove  to  some  other  dwelling.  This  ap- 
parent indifference  to  the  rank,  character,  and 
qualities  of  theu:  guest,  did  not  arise  from  apathy 
on  the  part  of  his  kind  hosts,  for  the  islanders  had 
their  full  share  of  natural  curiosity ;  but  their  de- 
Ucacy  deemed  it  would  be  an  infringement  upon 
the  laws  of  hospitality,  to  ask  questions  which  heir 
guest  might  have  found  it  difficult  or  unpleasing 
to  answer;  and  instead  of  endeavouring,  as  is 
usual  in  other  countries,  to  wring  out  of  Mr  Mer- 
toun  such  communications  as  he  might  find  it 
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agreeable  to  withhold,  the  considerate  Zetlanden 
coDtented  themselves  with  eagerly  gathering  up 
sncb  scraps  of  information  as  could  be  ccdlected 
in  the  course  of  conversation. 

But  the  rock  in  an  Arabian  desart  is  not  more 
reluctant  to  aiSbrd  water,  than  Mr  Basil  Mertoun 
was  niggard  in  imparting  his  confidence,  ev^n  in- 
ddentaUy ;  and  certainly  the  politeness  of  the 
gentry  of  Thule  was  never  put  to  a  more  severe 
task  than  when  they  felt  that  good-breeding  en* 
jcMned  them  to  abstain  from  inquiring  into  the  si- 
tuation of  so  mysteiious  a  personage. 

All  that  was  actually  known  of  him  was  easily 
summed  up.  Mr  Mertoun  had  come  to  Lerwick, 
then  rising  into  some  importance,  but  not  yet  ac- 
knowledged as  the  principal  town  of  the  island, 
in  a  Dutch  vessel,  accompanied  only  by  his  son, 
a  handsome  boy  of  about  fourteen  years  old.  His 
own  age  might  exceed  forty.  The  Dutch  skip- 
per introduced  him  to  some  of  the  very  good 
friends  with  whom  he  used  to  barter  gin  and  gin- 
gerbread for  little  Zetland  bullocks,  smoked 
geese,  and  stockings  of  lambs^  wool ;  and  al- 
though Meinheer  could  only  say,  that  ^*  Mein- 
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beer  Mertoun  hab  bay  his  bassage  like  one  gen- 
tlemans,  and  hab  given  a  Kreitz-doUar  beside  to 
the  crew,^  this  introduction  served  to  establish 
the  Dutchman'*s  passenger  in  a  respectable  drcle 
of  acquaintances,  which  gradually  enlarged,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  stranger  was  a  man  of  consi- 
derable acquirements. 

This  discovery  was  made  as  it  were  'perforce  ; 
for  Mertoun  was  as  unwilling  to  speak  upon  ge- 
neral subjects,  as  upon  his  own  affairs.  But  he 
was  sometimes  led  into  discussions,  which  shew- 
ed, as  it  were  in  spite  of  himself,  the  scholar  and 
the  man  of  the  world  ;  and,  at  other  times,  as  if 
in  requital  of  the  hospitality  which  he  experien- 
ced, he.  seemed  to  compel  himself,  against  his  fix* 
ed  nature,  to  enter  into  the  society  of  those  around 
him,  especially  when  it  assumed  the  grave,  me- 
lancholy, or  satirical  cast,  which  best  suited  the 
temper  of  his  own  mind.  Upon  such  occasions, 
the  Zetlanders  were  universally  of  opinion  that 
he  must  have  had  an  excellent  education,  neglect- 
ed only  in  one  striking  particular,  namely,  that  Mr  ' 
Mertoun  scarce  knew  the  stem  of  a  ship  from  the 

stem ;  and  in  the  management  of  a  boat,  a-cow 
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ooold  not  be  more  ignorant  It  seemed  astonish- 
ing such  gross  ignorance  of  the  most  necessarjr 
art  of  life,  (in  the  Zetland  Isles  at  least,)  should 
subsist  along  with  his  accomplishments  in  other 
respects ;  but  so  it  was. 

Unless  called  forth  in  the  manner  we  have 
menticmed,  the  habits  of  Baal  Mertomi  were  re* 
tired  and  gloomy.  From  loud  mirth  he  instant- 
ly fled ;  and  even  the  moderated  cheerfulness  of 
a  friendly  party,  had  the  invariable  effect  of 
throwing  him  into  deeper  dejection  than  even  his 
usual  demeanour  indicated. 

Women  are  always  particularly  desirous  of  in- 
vestigating mystery,  and  of  alleviating  melan* 
choly,  especially  when  these  circumstances  arc 
united  in  a  handsome  man  about  the  prime  of 
life.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  amongst  the. 
fur-haired  and  blue^yed  daughters  of  Thule 
this  mysterious  and  pensive  stranger  might  have 
found  some  one  to  take  upon  herself  the  task  of 
consolation,  had  he  shewn  any  willingness  to  ac* 
cept  such  kindly  offices ;  but,  far  from  doing  so, 
he  seemed  even  to  shun  the  presence  of  the  sex, 
to  which  in  our  dbtresses,  whether  of  mind  or 
body,  we  generally  apply  for  pity  and  comfort. 
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To  these  peculiarities  Mr  Mertoun  added  an- 
other, ivhich  was  particularly  disagreeable  to  his 
host  and  principal  patron,  Magnus  Troil.  This 
magnate  of  Zetland,  descended  by  the  father^s 
side,  as  we  have  already  sidd,  from  an  ancient 
Norwegian  family  by  the  marriage  of  its  repre- 
sentative with  a  Danish  lady,  held  the  devout 
opinion  that  a  cup  of  Greneva  or  Nantz  was  spe« 
dfic  against  all  cares  and  afflictions  whatsoever. 
These  were  remedies  to  which  Mr  Mertoun  never 
applied ;  his  drink  was  water,  and  water  alone, 
and  no  persuasion  or  entreaties  could  induce  him 
to  taste  any  stronger  beverage  than  was  afforded 
by  the  pure  spring.  Now  this  Magnus  Troil 
could  not  tolerate ;  it  was  a  defiance  to  the  an- 
cient  northern  laws  of  conviviality,  which,  for  his 
own  part,  he  had  so  rigidly  observed,  that  al- 
though he  was  wont  to  assert  that  he  had  never 
in  his  life  gone  to  bed  drunk,  (that  is,  in  his 
own  sense  of  the  word,)  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  prove  that  he  had  ever  resigned  him- 
self to  slumber  in  a  state  of  actual  and  absolute 
sobriety.  It  may  be  therefore  asked,  what  did 
ibis  stranger  bring  into  society  to  compensate 
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the  displeasure  given  by  bis  austere  and  abstemi- 
ous habits  ?  He  bad,  in  the  first  place,  that  man- 
ner and  self-importance  which  mark  a  person  of 
some  consequence ;  and  altliough  it  was  conjec- 
tured that  be  could  not  be  rich,  yet  it  was  cer- 
tainly known  by  his  expenditure  that  ndther  was 
he  absolutely  poor.  He  bad,  besides,  some  pow« 
ers  o(  conversation,  when,  as  we  have  already 
hinted,  he  chose  to  exert  them,  and  his  misan-: 
thropy  or  aversion  to  the  business  and  intercourse 
of  ordinaiy  life,  was  often  expressed  in  an  anti- 
thetical manner,  which  passed  for  wit,  when  bet- 
ter was  not  to  be  had.  Above  all,  Mr  Mer- 
touD^s  secret  seemed  impenetrable,  and  his  pre- 
sence had  all  the  interest  of  a  riddle,  which  men 
love  to  read  over  and  over,  because  they  cannot 
find  out  die  meaning  of  it. 

Notwithstanding  these  recommendations,  Mer- 
toun  differed  in  so  many  material  points  from  his 
host,  that  afler  be  had  been  for  some  time  a  guest 
at  his  principal  re^dence,  Magnus  Troil  was 
agreeably  surprised  when,  one  evening  after  they 
had  sate  two  hours  in  absolute  silence,  drinking 
brandy  and  water, — ^thatis,  Magnus  drinking  the 
alcohol,  and  Mertoun  the  element,— the  guest  ask- 


14  THE  PIBATE. 

ed  his  bosOs  permission  to  occupy,  as  bis  tenant, 
this  deserted  mansion  of  Jarslhof,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  territory  called  Dunrossness,  and  si- 
tuated just  beneath  Sumburgh-Head.  <<  I  shall 
be  handsomely  rid  of  him,^^  quoth  Magnus  to 
himself,  ^^  and  his  kill-joy  visage  will  never  again 
stop  the  bottle  in  its  round.  His  departure  will 
ruin  me  in  lemons,  however,  for  his  mere  look 
was  quite  sufficient  to  sour  a  whole  ocean  of 
punch." 

Yet  the  kind-hearted  Zetlander  generously 
and  disinterestedly  remonstrated  with  Mr  Mer- 
toun  on  the  solitude  and  inconveniences  to  which 
he  was  about  to  subject  himself.  ^^  There  were 
scarce,"  he  said,  **  even  the  most  necessary  articles 
of  furniture  in  the  old  house — there  was  no  so- 
ciety within  many  miles — ^for  provisions,  the  prin- 
cipal article  of  food  would  be  sour  sillocks,  and 
his  only  company  gulls  and  gannets." 

"  My  good  friend,"  replied  Mertoun,  "  if  you 
could  have  named  a  circumstance  which  would 
render  the  residence  more  eligible  to  me  than  any 
other,  it  is  that  there  would  be  neither  human 
luxury  nor  human  society  near  the  place  of  my  re- 
treat; a  shelter  from  the  weather  for  my  own  head. 
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and  for  the  boy^s,  is  all  I  sedc  for ;  so  name  your 
rent,  Mr  Troil,  and  let  me  be  your  tenant  at 
Jarishfrfl'' 

^  Rent  V  answered  the  Zetlander ;  <<  why,  no 
great  rent  for  an  old  bouse  which  no  one  has  lived 
ID  flinoe  my  mother^s  time,  God  rest  her ;  and  9a 
for  dielter,  the  old  walls  are  thick  enough,  and 
viQ  bear  many  a  bang  yet  But,  Heaven  lave 
yoo,  Mr  Martoun,  think  what  you  are  purponng. 
For  one  of  us  to  live  at  Jarlshof,  were  a  wild 
kfaeme  enough ;  but  you,  who  are  from  another 
country,  whether  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish,  no 
one  can  tell^ 

^  Nor  does  it  greatly  matter,^  ssdd  Mertoun, 
■omewhat  abruptly. 

Not  a  herriog^s  scale,^  answered  the  Laird ; 

only  that  I  like  you  the  better  for  being  no 
Scot,  as  I  trust  you  are  not  one.  Hither  they 
have  come  like  the  clack-geese— every  chamber- 
lain has  brought  over  a  flock  of  his  own  name, 
and  his  own  hatching,  for  what  I  know,  and 
here  they  roost  for  ever— -catch  them  returning 
to  their  own  barren  Highlands  or  Lowlands, 
when  they  have  tasted  our  Zetland  beef,  and  seen 
our  bonny  voe#  and  lochs.  No,  sir,*"  (here  Mag- 
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nus  proceeded  with  great  animation,  sipping  from 
time  to  time  the  half-diluted  spirit,  which  at  the 
same  time  animated  his  resentment  against  the 
intruders,  and  enabled  him  to  endure  the  morti* 
fying  reflecUons  which  it  suggested,) — "  No,  sir, 
the  ancient  .days  and  the  genuine  manners  of 
these  Islands  are  no  more ;  for  our  ancient  pos- 
sessors^f—our  Patersons,  our  Feas,  our  Schlag- 
brenners,  our  Yhiorbioms,  have  given  place  to 
Giffords,  Scotts,  Mouats,  men  whose  names  beu 
speak  them  or  their  ancestors  strangers  to  the  soil 
which  we  the  Troils  have  inhabited  long  before 
the  days  of  Turf-£inar,  who  first  taught  these 
Isles  the  mystery  of  burning  peat  for  fuel,  and 
who  has  been  handed  down  to  a  grateful  poste* 
rity  by  a  name  which  records  the  discovery." 

This  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  potentate 
of  Jarlshof  was  usually  very  diffuse,  and  Mer- 
toun  saw  him  enter  upon  it  with  pleasure,  because 
he  knew  he  would  not  be  called  upon  to  contri- 
bute any  aid  to  the  conversation,  and  might  there- 
fore indulge  his  own  saturnine  humour  while  the 
Norwegian  Zetlander  declaimed  on  the  change  of 
times  and  inhabitants.  But  just  as  Magnus  had 
arrived  at  the  melancholy  conclusion,  ^^  how  pnv. 
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Wfe  it  w«a»  tlMti^  WfKfafWr  cep^iliy  «^^ 

eiRm  (IP  tr«  9f  )«Qdft  wqul4  b^  i^  posaeur 
of  ib^  NoTfte  jnhitptjWit^  the  true  (Jdaller^ 
«f  anlaadr  bf  lyfioljprM  tfi^  eircumstaiioes  gf 
hb  gH^^  md  flapped  •uddenly  d^rL  *^  Idfi 
Mi  apf  nil  ihiHi^  ti^  l^^9  iBterrupting  hiinself^ 
*^  asif  f  ppii  MPwilluyt^  you  should  se^leqn 
mj  estate,  Mr  l|^rtauii««-bu(  £or  JarlBbQf-?-?the 
pl«fe  m  ^  viI4  w^-^-jCooae  from  where  you  will, 
I  wwimt  jK>u  will  ifty,  like  ether  travellers,  you 
came  finan  a  better  dimate  than  ours,  for  so  say 
you  aU.  Aad  yet  you  think  oi  a  retreat  which 
tks  pcry  natives  run  away  from.  Will  you  n(4 
take  your  glass  ?^--^(This  was  to  be  considered  af 
kueijcstiflfaal,)-^^^  Then  here^s  to  yoy.*" 

^  My  good  ar,^  answ^ed  Mertoun,  ^^  I  ain 
indifferent  to  climate ;  if  there  is  bu,t  air  enough 
te  fill  my  lui^i^  I  c^fe  po^  jif  it  ^  the  hoceath  of 
Aralna  or  of  I^njdanid."' 

^  Tikt  Udalkss  ase  the  ailoiial  poeseston  of  Zetlsnd^ 
who  hold  their  posflessioDs  under  the  old  Norwegiaii  law, 
instead  of  the  feudal  tenures  introduced  among  them  from 
Scodaod. 

VOL.  I.  B 


m 


Tklf  l^lAAtft) 


te^,  iHat  <if hi  MllMgil  KeitillK  ywriy ,  b  tibt  too 

jBuCll  r 

Mr  Mertoun  agreed  to  tmni  4o  MMdmfc^ 
iffla  fl^mi  tAMd6(!M:\»afd  WAikd  KSliicfly  at  Ad  so- 
ffifti^  itiismyik  Whitih  «^  hft^^  vfeicribld  in  di% 
l)egiBl!in^  W  tMii  cYiMpffbt^  f^nfbHuiiig  ttol  only 

H^  |de«Stty6^  fo  aU  Ul«  privifiidht  which  m  wM 
MM  dl&sMfilt^  a  wh\]Al!kMI  WHkiutiii^  ikhfOiM  mi 
us  fflnalmlht. 


TW  !S«AT;ft  U 


QUMTm  Ih 


mat  dkne  the  ewpe    the  man,  Ansdmo, 
un  fnia  ipppidiies  Id  4e«  Willi  ^9s« 
A^d  W§f^f  tt"phBng  Mn^  *^udi  (firer  newi 
And  CTnothfT  wmTci  aeny  ym. 

TiiJt  fcj^  'pMHtWtP  pf  the  U>i?prtip  gf  J«^* 

in  the  ruinous  tenement  whi^b  tHi^fiJ  .^UU  9^^ 
tb^PftsO^.  lu  lifq?^  ^y^  (far  iff^  frmnt  t^oeB 
•re  g|B«tly  ;Jt©rf4  for  ih^.  fetter,)  ft»  pres^p^  of 
a^  fup^ficor,  in  ^mfhf^fituft^n^  W9fi  ^q3t  certain 
to  be  att^iidjBd  wj^h  ^4dittp9^  .b.ggrtfeena  and  ev 
ji^tipniS,  ft>r  whjrfi,  uwd«r  <>9e  pjr?t^t  or  another^ 
feudal  gnsi/W^  fyfmb^  »  Xhgimf^  -^pix^e^ 
3/  ea^b  of  tti^^p  A  p^  pf  ^^  lW#9t»'  ban) 

WW  md  powwPAis  prpfite  to?  div^^rj^d  fyr  ^he 

W^  of  UW  poi^^crftil  DeigbbpuMT  *pd  .superior. 
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the  tacksman  as  he  was  called.  But  the  sub-te- 
nants speedily  found  that  no  oppression  of  this 
kind  was  to  be  apprehended  at  the  hands  of  Ba-> 
sil  Mertoun.  His  own  means,  whether  large 
or  small,  were  at  least  fully  adequate  to  his  ex- 
pences,  which,  so  far  as  regarded  his  habits  of 
life,  were  of  the  most  frugal  description.  The 
luxuries  of  a  few  books,  and  some  philosophical 
instruments,  with  which  be  was  supplied  from 
London  as  occasion  offered,  seemed  to  indicate  a 
degree  of  wealth  unusual  in  these  islands ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  table  and  the  accommo- 
dations at  Jarlshof,  did  not  exceed  what  was 
maintained  by  a  Zetland  proprietor  of  the  most 
inferior  description. 

The  tenants  of  the  hamlet  troubled  themselves 
very  little  about  the  quality  of  their  superior,  as 
soon  as  they  found  that  their  situation  was  ra- 
ther to  be  mended  than  rendered  worse  by  his 
presence ;  and  once  relieved  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  his  tyrannizing  over  them,  they  laid  their 
heads  together  to  make  the  most  of  him  by  various 
petty  tricks  of  overcharge  and  extortion,  which  for 
a  while  the  stranger  submitted  to  with  the  most 
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philoKiphie  indifferenoe.  An  incideDt,  however, 
ooconed,  which  put  his  character  in  anew  light, 
and  effwtually  checked  all  future  eSorU  at  ex« 
tn».g«it  iaipo«daD. 

A  dispute  azoee  in  the  kitchen  of  the  Caatle 
betwixt  an  old  govemante,  who  acted  as  house- 
keeper  to  Mr  Martoun,  and  Swejrn  Erickson,  as 
good  a  Zetlander  as  ever  rowed  a  boat  to  the 
kaafSAii^ ;  *  which  dispute,  as  is  usual  in  such 
casea^  was  maintained  with  such  increasing  heat 
and  vodfeni^n  as  to  reach  the  ears  of  the  mas- 
tcr,  (as  be  was  called,)  who,  secluded  in  a  solita* 
ly  turret,  was  deeply  employed  in  examining  the 
contents  of  a  new  package  of  books  from  London, 
which,  after  long  expectation,  had  found  its  way 
to  Hull,  from  thence  by  a  whaling  vessel  to  Ler- 
wick, and  so  to  Jarlshof.  With  more  than  the 
usual  thrill  of  indignation  which  indolent  people 
always  feel  when  roused  into  action  on  some  un- 
pleasant  (x;Gasion,Mertoun  descended  to  the  scene 
of  contest,  and  so  suddenly,  peremptorily,  and 
strictly  inquired  into  the  cause  of  dispute,  that 


*ue.  The  deep-sea  fishing,  in  distinction  to  that  whidi 
is  pnctiBed  along  riiore. 
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the  piorttiM^  nutwflhiUlnd^  w6ry  evasum  which 
dMy  tftMk^tdd^  iMNMiie  imalde  to  disgitiid  ftMi 
Mm  tiiM  tb«ir  diffi^« AD6  fiMfieoled  the  iEi0v«tal  ift^ 
terests  to  which  the  honest  gcffenuoMf  and  so 
kns  honest  fishentuin^  were  respectively  etttitled, 
in  on  overcharge  of  ab6iit  one  hundred  per  taoL 
em  a  ba^gaiti  of  rocl&cod,  pi^chaaed  by  the  foi% 
mt6r  frdm  the  latter^  for  the  use  ^  the  iamtty  at 
Jarlsbof. 

When  this  was  fiiirly  aseeKained  and  confessed^ 
Mr  Mertoan  stood  looking  upon  the  culprits 
with  eyes  in  which  the  utmost  soorn  seeing  to 
contend  with  awakening  passion*  *<  Hark  you^ 
y«  old  hag,^  said  he  at  length  to  the  housekeeper^ 
<<  avoid  my  house  this  instant ;  and  kndw  that  I 
dismiss  you,  not  for  being  a  liar,  a  thief,  and  an 
uilgrateful  quean,  for  these  are  qualities  as  pro* 
per  to  you  as  your  name  of  woman,  but  fhrdaring, 
in  my  house,  to  soold  above  your  breath*-^ And 
for  you,  you  rasoal^  who  suppose  you  may  dieiit 
a  stranger  as  you  would  ^incA*  a  whale,  know 
that  I  am  well  acquainted  vrith  the  rights  wkicfa^ 


*  The  operaticin  of  sfioing  die  U«U>er  fhmi  the  bones 
of  the  whale,  is  celled,  technicaUy^^/iiMeAMi^. 
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by  iMrgmirwi  firom  yoar  mattov  Magnus  Tnail, 
I  ean  exerdte  over  you,  if  I  wilL  Pnnroke  me 
ID  m  certain  pildi,  and  yon  afaall  kam,  to  3^onr 
C0it,  I  can  break  your  reat  as  eatily  as  yon  can 
iBtflmipt  my  levure.  I  knovr  the  meaning  of 
MoL,  and  waHkj  and  iamUkenj  and  ia^al^y  and 
evety  other  exaction  by  which  your  lords,  in  an» 
dent  Old  modem  days,  have  wrung  yonrwithers ; 
nor  is  there  one  of  you  that  shall  not  rue  the  day 
that  you  could  not  be  omtent  with  robbing  me  of 
my  money,  but  most  also  break  in  on  my  Idsma 
with  your  atrocious  northern  clamour,  thatrincak 
mdisoord  tbeecreamingof  a  flight  of  Arcticgulls.* 

Nothing  better  occurred  to  Sweyn,  in  answer 
tD  dns  objurgation,  than  the  preferring  a  humble 
request  that  his  honour  would  be  pleased  to  keep 
the  cod&h  without  pajrment,  and  say  ao  uMRe 
about  the  matter ;  bat  by  this  time  Mr  Mertonn 
had  worked  up  his  pasnons  into  an  ungovemaUe 
rage,  and  with  one  hand  be  threw  the  money  at  the 
fisherman''8  head,  while  with  the  other  he  pelted 
him  out  of  the  apartment  with  his  own  fish. 

There  was  so  much  of  appalling  and  tyrannic 
fuiy  in  the  stranger'^s  manner  on  this  occasion, 


{8  THS  t^mATf:. 

Thr  cQnsmpI  faih^ris  of  JafIsMi  bayiqg  ^tU 

Uied  Uieir  qwq  m^tt^r?,  |o^  Q^t  ^4^^  tbeii? 

ooneideratioa  the  cita^  of  Sw^t;lbAi  tb^  %A9iib§4 

matron  who  bad  been  ^xpell^  frgm  t|^  CrAfttei 

whom  as  an  es^perienc^d  apd  u9^\^  a\\f^  ^t|^ 

were  highly  dettrpus  to  r^stqr^  j^  h^  <^09  pf 

houaekoeper,  ahould  that  be  fpvj^d  po69ihl9t  A»& 

as  their  wiadotn  here  fail^  Ih^m,  Swrnlh^li  m^fh 

•pair,  had  reoourse  to  the  ^ood  ofiig^  ^f  Mfii^ 

daunt  Mertoun,  with  whom  A^  had  acgoin^d 

fiome  favour  by  her  knowledge  in  c»ld  Hor^f^em 

ballads,  and  diamal  tal^a  pQnp^pQing  th^  Trims 

or  Drowa,  (the  dwarfb  of  th^  Si»lda)  wUh  whpm 

auperttitbua  aid  had  peopled  mitny  ^  Ig^y  f^ 

Tern  and  brown  dale  in  Dunrosmift^  M  i&  ^y^^ 

other  district  of  Zetland.    *^  Swertha^  mA  Ibt 

youth,  *'  I  can  do  but  little  for  ypM»  but  ymmKf 

do  something  (^  yourielff    My  &tber>  pmim 

reaomUles  the  fury  of  those  Ancieot  qh^r^fugf^ 

you  sing  songs  abouU^ 

*^  Ay,  ay,  fish  of  my  heart,'"  replied  the  014 
woman,  with  a  pathetic  whiiae ;  **  tfce  B^mr\m 
were  ebampions  who  lived  bef^c^e  the  IMefsed  d#y« 

of  Saint  Olave,  and  who  \m^  tp  run  Ub?  I9ed*r 


««lfttt^  fti^  Mi|>  tlvMi  «il  tat*  pii^isiM  «s  n  fin- 
would  go  through  a  herring-net,  and  th<^ 
dift  faij  "WtAl  «f;  ww«  «g  wok  aad  un- 


^<  Th«ei  die  ^eiy  Ak^  S^^mha,''  md  M<M^- 
^Hdlb  *^No^,  «3rfadMrfitft«rlik«Btoliiiiikof 
ki*  pttaidA  lAar  ii  k  o^i^  and  it  »d  aoiQ^h  <if  a 
Bcfagfciiit»  tktf;^  kt  hiiii  te  diMperat^  m  fa^  wiU 
t^-diy^lievMllKil^aMilliDiititto^ilMrMrvr^  Tberai. 
fm^  ht  Yam  tut  fiUeA  up  year  place  in  diehauw^ 
hold  at  the  Castle,  and  not  a  itioUlMbl  of  warm 
feod  has  ben  dretaed  there  rince  you  went  away, 
and  not  ia  morsel  of  ht&A  baked,  but  we  have  li- 
^«d.ja^  upon  wfatttetrer  nAA  dntig  oame  to  hand. 
Ndw^  Sw^rtfaa^  I  witi  *be  your  warrant,  that  if 
jdm  go  bddij  op  to  the  Castle,  and  enter  upon 
die  diathAge  of  your  dotite  as  usual,  y^ou  will 
veirel'  bar  «  fsmi^t  word  fnm  him.'" 

Swvftthti  iMtat)^  ot  <rst  to  obey  this  bold 
oitaad^  0be  vtud,  **  to  h^  thndriflg,  Mr  Mer- 
toaii^  when  be  was  angry,  iooked  more  Kfee  a 
fcod  thun  4tfiy  Benerkor  of  them  all ;  that  the 
fif^  flashed  fvom  his  ey^,  and  the  foam  flew  from 
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his  lips ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  plain  tempting 
of  Providence  to  put  herself  again  in  such  a  ven* 
ture.'' 

But,  on  the  encouragement  which  she  receiTied 
from  the  son,  she  determined  at  length  once  niore 
to  face  the  parent ;  and,  dressing  herself  in  her 
ordinary  household  ature,  for  so  Mordaunt  par* 
ticularly recommended,  she  slipped  into  theCastlc^ 
and  presently  resuming  the  various  and  numerous 
occupations  which  devolved  on  her,  seemed  a# 
deeply  engaged  in  household  cares  as  if  she  had 
never  been  out  of  office^ 

The  first  day  of  her  return  to  her  diity^  Swef^ 
tha  made  no  appearance  in  presence  of  her  mas- 
ter,  but  trusted  that,  after  his  three  days^  diet  on 
cold  meat,  a  hot  dish,  dressed  with  the  best  of 
her  simple  skill,  might  introduce  her  favourably 
to  his  recollection.  When  Mordaunt  had  report- 
ed  that  his  father  had  taken  no  notice  of  this 
change  of  diet,  and  when  she  herself  observed 
that,  in  passing  and  repassing  him  occaaonally, 
her  appearance  produced  no  effect  upon  her  sin- 
gular  master,  she  began  to  imagine  that  the  whole 
affair  had  escaped  Mr  Mertoun'^s  memory.   Nei- 
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dier  WIS  ahe  eooTinoed  of  the  oontraiy  until  one 
di^,  when  happening  somewhat  to  elevate  har 
tone  in  a  dispute  with  the  other  nudd-senrant, 
her  master,  who  at  that  time  passed  the  place  of 
contest,  eyed  her  with  a  strong  glance,  and  pio- 
nonnoed  the  single  word,  remember,  in  a  tone 
wUdi  tsoght  Swertha  the  government  of  her 
tiMigae  Cor  many  weeks  after. 

If  Mertoun  was  whimsical  in  his  mode  of  go* 
v€iidmg  his  household,  he  seemed  no  less  so  in 
Ins  plan  of  educating  his  son.  He  shewed  the 
youth  but  few  symptoms  of  parental  affection ; 
yet,  in  his  ordinary  state  of  mind,  the  improve- 
ment of  Mordaunt'^s  education  seemed  to  be  the 
utmost  object  of  his  life.  He  bad  both  books  and 
information  suffiaent  to  discharge  the  task  of  tu-> 
tor  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  knowledge ;  and 
in  this  capaaty  was  regular,  calm,  and  strict,  not 
to  say  severe,  in  exacUng  from  his  pujnl  the  at- 
tention necessary  for  his  profiting.  But  in  the 
pemsel  of  history,  to  which  their  attention  was 
frequently  turned,  as  well  as  in  the  study  of 
ckusic  authors,  there  often  occurred  facts  or  sen- 
timents  whidi  produced  an  instant  effect  upon 
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Mertoan^s  nind,  and  hnxigfat  cm  hmt  suddeidj 
what  Swcrtha,  SweyD,  and  even  Mordattnt,  cane 
(o<distHiguiBhbythenavie  cf  hiBcbrk  hour.  He 
wataware,intheii6iMilca8e^of  itsj^pnoach,  and 
recreated  to  an  ioBor  apartment,  inta  which  lie 
never  penmtted  cw^n  MoMbnnt  te  eotec  Hme 
he  ^prould  abide  ia  seduaion  lor  days,  and  evm 
weeks,  only  coming  out  at  uncertaki  tiraea,  to 
take  auch  food  as  they  had  taken  care  to  leave 
within  his  reach,  which  be  used  in  wondar&diy 
small  qtiantities.  At  other  tiaoes,  and  especially 
doriiig  the  wiiHer  solstice,  when  almost  every 
peraoA  «peiids  the  time  within  doors  in  feastiiig 
and  nerrimenft,  this  nahappy  man  would  wiap 
himself  hi  adark^ooloured  sea^oak,  and  wander 
Qial  (siomg  the  stormy  heacfa,  or  upon  the  desokle 
beMb,  iadulguig  his  own  gloomy  and  way  wasd  rem 
veries,  vnAcr  the  indewent  eky,  the  rather  that 
be  was  then  most  'Sure  to  wander  unoioountercd 
and  imcibserved. 

As  MordauDt  grew  older,  he  learned  to  oott 
the  pardoiktr  signs  which  preceded  these  iila  jof 
gloomy  -deepoadency,  and  to  direct  such  preoau- 
tkNis  as  might  insure  his  tmfioiFtmate  parent  tr&m 


ill-tiiiied  iDterruptioDy  (which  had  always  the  ef- 
fisct  of  driving  him  to  furyO  while,  on  the  coiw 
tiaij,  full  proTinon  was  made  for  his  subsist 
CBoe.    Mordaunt  peroetved,  that  at  such  periods 
Ae  mrianchcJy  fit  of  his  fSather  was  greatly  pro- 
longed, if  he  chanced  to  present  himself  to  his 
q^  while  the  dark  hour  was  upon  him*   Out  of 
reelect,  therefore,  to  his  parent,  as  well  as  to  in* 
dulge  the  lore  of  active  exerdse  and  of  amuse- 
ment natural  to  his  period  of  life,  Mordaunt 
used  often  altogether  to  absent  himself  from  the 
manskm  of  Jarlshof,  and  even  from  the  district^ 
secure  that  his  father,  if  the  dark  hour  passed 
away  in  his  absence,  would  be  little  disposed  to 
enquire  bow  his  son  had  disposed  of  his  leisure^ 
so  he  was  sure  he  had  not  watched  his  own  weak 
moments ;  that  being  the  subject  on  which  he  en» 
tertaioed  the  utmost  jealousy. 

At  sudi  times,  theref(OTe,  all  the  sources  of 
amusement  which  the  country  afforded,  were  open 
to  the  younger  Mertoun,  who,  in  these  intervals 
of  his  education,  had  an  opportunity  to  give  full 
scope  to  the  energies  of  a  bold,  active,  and  da« 
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ring  character.  He  was  often  engaged  with  the 
youth  of  the  hamlet  in  those  desperate  sports^ 
to  which  the  ^  dreadful  trade  of  the  samphire 
gatherer^  is  like  a  walk  upon  level  ground— often 
joined  those  midnight  excursions  upon  the  face  of 
the  giddy  cliffs,  to  secure  the  eggs  or  the  young 
of  the  sea-fowl ;  and  in  these  daring  adventures 
displayed  an  address^  and  presence  of  mind,  and 
activity,  which,  in  one  so  young,  and  not  a  native 
of  the  country,  astonished  the  oldest  fowlers. 

At  other  times,  Mordaunt  accompanied  Sweyn 
and  other  fishermen  in  their  long  and  perilous 
expe(£tions  to  the  distant  and  deep  sea,  learning 
under  their  direction  the  management  of  the 
boat,  in  which  they  equal  or  exceed,  perhaps, 
any  natives  of  the  British  empire.  This  exercise 
had  charms  for  Mordaunt^  independently  of  the 
fishing  alone. 

At  this  time,  the  old  Norwegian  sagas  were 
touch  remembered,  and  often  rehearsed  by  the 
firiiermen,  who  still  preserved  amongst  them- 
selves the  ancient  Norse  tongue,  which  was  the 
speech  of  their  forefathers.  In  the  dark  romance 
of  those  Scandinavian  tales,  lay  much  that  was 
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capCiTating  to  a  youthful  ear ;  and  the  cbsne 
taks  of  antiquity  were  riyalled  at  least,  if  not 
excdled,  in  Mordaunt^s  c^nioD,  by  the  strange 
kgends  of  Berserkar^  of  Sea-kings,  c^  dwarfs, 
^anta,  and  sorcerers,  which  he  heard  fiom  the 
naliTe  Zetlanders.  Often  the  scenes  around  him 
were  asagned  as  the  localides  of  the  wild  poems, 
which,  half  redted^  half  chaunted,  by  voices  as 
hoarse,  if  not  so  load,  as  the  waves  over  which 
they  floated,  pointed  out  the  very  bay  on  which 
they  sailed  as  the  scene  of  a  bloody  sea-fight ; 
the  scarce-seen  heap  of  stones  that  bristled  over 
the  projecting  cape,  as  the  dun  or  castle  of  some 
potent  £arl  or  noted  pirate ;  the  distant  and  so- 
litary grey  stone  on  the  lonely  moor,  as  marking 
the  grave  of  an  hero ;  the  wild  cavern,  up  which 
the  sea  rolled  in  heavy,  broad,  and  unbroken 
Inllows,  as  the  dwelling  of  some  noted  sorceress. 
The  ocean  also  had  its  mysteries,  the  e£kct  of 
whidi  was  aided  by  the  dim  twilight,  through 
which  it  was  imperfectly  seen  for  more  than  half 
the  year.  Its  bottomless  depths  and  secret  caves 
contained,  according  to  the  account  of  Sweyn  and 
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Cithers,  dkiOed  in  legendary  lore,  nidi  vonden 
m  modern  naTigatm  reject  with  digdain.  In  the 
qinet  moonlight  bay,  where  the  waves  came  i^ 
pGng  to  the  shore,  uponabedof  smooth  sand  in- 
termii^ed  with  shells,  the  mennaid  was  still  seen 
togiidealongthewatersbyiiK)onlight,and,imng- 
fing  her  voice  with  the  aghing  breeze,  was  often 
heard  to  singof  subterranean  wonders,  or  tochaimt 
prophesies  of  future  events.  The  kraken,  that 
hugest  of  living  things,  was  sdll  supposed  to 
cumber  the  recesses  of  the  Northern  Ocean ;  and 
often,  when  some  fog-bank  covered  the  sea  at  a 
distance,  the  eye  of  the  experienced  boatm^i  saw 
the  horns  of  the  monstrous  leviathan  welking  and 
waving  amidst  the  wreathsof  mist,  and  bore  away 
with  all  press  of  oar  and  sail,  lest  the  sudden  suc- 
tion, occasioned  by  the  sinking  of  the  monstrous 
mass  to  the  bottom,  should  drag  within  the  gnsp 
of  its  multifarious  feelers  his  own  frail  skiff.  The 
sea-snake  was  also  known,  which,  arising  out  of 
the  depths  of  ocean,  stretches  to  the  skies  his  enor- 
mous neck,  covered  with  a  mane  like  that  of  a 
war-horse,  and  with  its  broad  glittering  eyes, 
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xaised  mast-head  higb,  kx>k8  out,  as  it  teemi,  for 
plunder  or  for  victims. 

Many  prodigious  stories  of  these  marine  moiu 
fters,  and  (rf  many  others  less  known,  were  then 
umy^rsally  reoeiTed  among  the  Zetlanders,  whose 
descendants  have  not  as  yet  by  any  means  aban« 
dooed  fidtfa  in  them. 

SaA  legends  are,  indeed,  every  where  current 
amongst  the  vulgar ;  but  the  imagination  is  far 
more  powerfully  afiected  by  them  on  the  deep 
and  dangeitHis  seas  of  the  north,  amidst  predpi* 
ces  and  headlands,  many  hundred  feet  in  height, 
—amid  perilous  straits,  and  currents,  and  eddies, 
—long  sunken  reefs  of  rock,  over  which  the  vivid 
ocean  foams  and  boils,— dark  caverns,  to  whose 
extremities  ndther  man  nor  skiff  has  ever  ven« 
tured,^onely,  and  often  uninhabited  isles,— and 
occasionally  the  ruins  of  andent  northern  faaU 
nesaes,  dimly  seen  by  the  feeble  light  of  the  Arc- 
tic winter.  To  Mordaunt,  who  had  much  of  ro- 
mance in  his  disposition,  these  superstitions  form- 
ed a  pleaung  and  interesting  exercise  of  the  ima- 
ginatimi,  while,  half  doubting,  half  inclined  to  be- 
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lieve,  be  listened  to  the  tales  ehaunted  concern- 
ing these  wonders  of  nature,  and  creatures  of  cre- 
dulous belief,  told  in  the  rude  but  energetic  lan- 
guage of  Uie  ancient  Scald$« 

But  there  wanted  not  sofler  and  lighter  amuse- 
ments, that  mighifleem  better  suited  toMordaunt'*8 
age,  than  the  wild  tales  and  rude  exercises  whidi. 
we  have  already  mentioned.  The  season  of  win- 
ter, when,  (i^m  the  shortness  of  Uie  day-light, 
labour  becomes  impossible,  is  in  Zetland  the  time 
of  revel,  feasting,  and  merriment  Whatever  the 
fisherman  has  been  able  to  acquire  during  sum- 
mer, was  expended,  and  often  wasted,  in  maintain^ 
ing  the  mirth  and  hospitality  of  his  hearth  du-^ 
ring  this  period ;  while  the  landholders  jand  gen- 
tlemen of  the  island  gav^  double  loose  to  their 
convivial  and  hospitable  dispositions,  thronged 
their  houses  with  guests,  and  drove  away  the  ri- 
gour of  the  season  with  jest,  glee,  and  song,  the 
dance,  and  the  wine-cup. 

Amid  tlie  revels  of  this  merry,  though  rigo- 
rous season,  no  youth  added  more  spirit  to  the 
dance^  or  glee  to  the  revel,  than  the  young  stran- 


THE  niATB.  39 

ger,  Mordamit  Mertom.  Whenbbfioher^sttslt 
of  wnd  pennittedyor  indeed  required  bis  abaeDoe^ 
he  wandered  fioom  bouse  to  boiue  A  wekome  guest 
wbeiever  be  came,  and  lent  bis  wilfing  Toioe  to 
the  am^,  and  bis  (oatt  to  tbe  rereL  A  boat,  oi^ 
if  tbe  weatber,  as  was  often  tbe  case,  ppratitlMi 
not  tbat  oeanrcnienoe,one  of  the  munerous  poiiia% 
winch,  stnying  in  bordes  aboat  the  eztesaiTe 
moors,  nay  beaaid  to  be  at  any  matfs  command- 
ment,  oomreyed  bim  fixm  tbe  manaon  of  one 
hospitable  Zetlander  to  that  of  anotlier.  None 
exodled  boa  in  performing  the  warlike  sword- 
dance,  a  species  of  amusement  which  had  been 
derived  from  the  habits  of  the  andent  Norse- 
men. He  could  play  upon  the^fu^,  and  upon  the 
common  yio&n,  the  melancholy  and  pathetic  tunes 
peculiar  to  the  country;  and  with  great  spirit 
and  execution  could  relieve  their  monotony  with 
the  livelier  airs  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  When 
a  party  set  forth  as  maskers,  or,  as  they  are  call- 
ed in  Scotland,  gmzards^  to  visit  some  neigh- 
ixHiring  laird,  or  rich  udalier,  it  augured  well  of 
the  expedition  if  Mordaunt  Mertoun  could  be 
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fNrerailed  upon  to  undertake  the  office  of  skuditTf 
or  leailer  of  the  band.  Upon  these  occaooos^ 
fiill  of  fun  and  frolic,  he  led  his  retinue  from 
house  to  house,  bringing  mirth  where  he  went^ 
and  leaving  regret  when  he  departed.  Mordaunt 
became  thus  gmerally  known,  and  beloved  as  ge- 
aerallj,  through  most  of  the  houses  compo^g 
the  patriarchal  community  of  the  Main  Isle ;  but 
his  visits  were  most  frequently  and  most  willing- 
ly paid  at  the  mansion  of  his  father'*s  landlord  and 
protector,  Magnus  Troil. 

It  was  not  entirely  the  hearty  and  nncere  wel« 
eome  of  the  worthy  old  Magnate,  nor  the  sense 
that  he  was  in  effect  his  father^s  patron,  which 
occaaoned  these  frequent  visits.  The  hand  of 
welcome  was  indeed  received  as  eagerly  as  it  was 
sincerely  given,  while  the  andent  udaller,  rmsing 
himself  in  his  huge  chair,  whereof  the  inside  was 
lined  with  well-dressed  seal-skins,  and  the  outside 
composed  of  massive  oak,  carved  by  the  rude 
graving-tool  of  some  Hamburgh  carpenter,  shout- 
ed forth  his  welcome  in  a  tone  which  might  have, 
in  ancient  times,  hiuled  the  return  of /ot/Z,  the 
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bigbeit  festival  of  the  Groths.  There  was  meUl 
jet  nkore  attractnre,  and  younger  hearts,  whose 
welcome,  if  less  loud,  was  as  sincere  as  that  of  the 
joflj  udaller.  But  it  is  matter  which  ought  not 
to  be  discussed  at  the  oonduaon  of  a  chapter. 


Kl 
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CHAPTER  III. 

««  O,  Bessy  Bell  and  Muy  Gnj, 

They  were  twa  bonnie  Ibsms  ; 
They  bigged  a  house  on  yon  buxn-brae, 

And  theeldt  it  ower  wi*  rashes. 

Fair  Bessie  Bell  I  loo*ed  yestreen. 

And  thoQgfat  I  ne*er  could  alter, 
But  Mary  Gniy*s  twa  pawky  een 

Have  garr'd  my  oooiage  faulter.'* 

Scots  Somg. 

We  have  already  mentioned  Minna  and  Bren- 
da,  the  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil.  The  mother 
had  been  dead  for  many  years,  and  they  were 
now  two  beautiful  girls,  the  eldest  only  eighteen, 
which  might  be  a  year  or  two  younger  than  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun,  the  second  about  seventeen.— 
They  were  the  joy  of  their  father^s  heart,  and 
the  light  of  his  old  eyes ;  and  although  indulged 
to  a  degree  whicli  might  have  endangered  his 
comfort  and  their  own,  they  repaid  his  affection 
with  a  love,  into  which  even  blind  indulgence  had 
not  introduced  slight  regard,  or  feminine  caprice. 
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The  difference  of  theiT  tempers  and  of  their  com- 
plexioDs  was  angularly  striking,  althcnigh  com. 
lined,  as  is  usual,  with  a  certain  degree  of  fami- 
ly resemblance. 

The  mother  of  these  maidais  had  been  a  Scot- 
tish lady  from  the  Highlands  of  Sutherland,  the 
orphan  of  a  noble  chief,  who,  driven  firom  his  own 
country  during  the  feuds  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, had  found  shelter  in  those  peaceful  islands, 
which,  amidst  poverty  and  seclusion,  were  thus 
far  happy,  that  they  remained  unvexed  by  dis- 
cord, and  unstained  by  civil  broiL  The  father 
(his  name  was  Saint  Clair,)  pined  for  his  native 
gleo,  his  feudal  tower,  his  clansmen,  and  his  fall- 
en authority,  and  died  not  long  after  his  arrival 
in  Zetland.  The  beauty  of  his  orphan  daughter, 
despite  her  Scottish  lineage,  melted  the  stout 
heart  of  Magnus  Troil.  He  sued  and  was  list- 
ened to,  and  she  became  his  bride ;  but  dying  in 
the  fifth  year  of  their  union,  left  him  to  mourn 
his  brief  period  of  domestic  happiness. 

From  her  mother,  Minna  inherited  the  stately 
form  and  dark  eyes,  the  raven  locks  and  finely- 
pencilled  brows,  which  Viewed  she  was,  on  one 
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side  at  least,  a  stranger  to  the  blood  of  Thule. 
Her  cheek, 

O  call  it  fair,  not  pale, 

was  so  slightly  and  delicately  tinged  with  the  rose, 
thatmany  thoughtthelily  hadan  undue  proportion 
in  her  complexion,  Butinthatpredominanceof  the 
paler  flower,  there  was  nothing  mckly  or  languid  ; 
it  was  the  true  natural  complexion  of  health,  and 
corresponded  in  a  peculiar  degree  with  features 
which  seemed  calculated  to  express  a  contanpla- 
tive  and  high-minded  character.  When  Minna 
Troil  heard  a  tale  of  woe  or  of  injusUce,  it  was 
then  her  blood  rushed  to  her  cheeks,  and  shewed 
plainly  how  warm  it  beat,  notwithstanding  the 
generally  serious,  composed,  and  retiring  dispo^« 
tion,  which  her  countenance  and  demeanour  seem- 
ed to  exhibit  If  strangers  sometimes  conceived 
that  these  fine  features  were  clouded  by  melan* 
choly,  for  which  her  age  and  situation  could  scarce 
have  given  occasion,  they  were  soon  satisfied,  upon 
further  acquaintance,  that  the  placid,  mild  quie- 
tude of  her  disposition,  and  the  mental  energy  of 

a  character  which  was  but  little  interested  in  or- 
is 
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dBmry  and  trivial  oocurreiioes,  was  the  real  came 
of  ber  gravityy  and  most  men,  when  they  fcnew 
thai  ber  melancholy  had  no  ground  in  real  sorrow, 
aod  was  only  the  aspiration  of  a  soul  bent  on 
noie  important  objects,  than  those  by  which  she 
was  surromided,  might  have  wished  her  what* 
ever  could  add  to  her  hapfuness,  but  could  scarce 
bare  desired  that,  grraceful  as  she  was  in  her 
■atmal  aod  unaffected  seriousness,  she  should 
diange  that  deportment  for  one  more  gay.     In 
short,  notwithstanding  our  wbh  to  have  avoided 
that  hackneyed  simile  of  an  angel,  we  cannot 
aroid  saying  there  was  something  in  the  serious 
beauty  of  her  aspect,  in  the  measiured,  yet  grace- 
ful ease  of  her  motions,  in  the  music  of  her  voice, 
and  the  serene  purity  of  her  eye,  that  seemed  as 
if  Minna  Troil  belonged  naturally  to  some  higher 
and  better  sphere,  and  was  only  the  chance  vi- 
ntant  of  a  world  that  was  scarce  worthy  of  lier* 
The  scarce  less  beauUful,  equally  lovely,  and 
equally  innocent  Brenda,  was  of  a  complexion  as 
differing  from  her  sister,  as  they  differed  in  cha- 
racter, taste,  and  expression.    Her  profuse  locks 
were  of  that  paly  brown  which  receives  from  the 
passing  sun-beam  a  tinge  of  gold,  but  darkens 


46  THK  PIRATE. 

^am  when  the  ray  has  passed  from  it*  Her  eye, 
her  mouth,  the  beautiful  row  of  teeth,  which,  in 
h^  innocent  vivacity,  were  frequently  disclosed  ; 
the  fi-esh,  yet  not  too  bright  glow  of  a  healthy 
complexion,  tin^g'a  skin  like  the  drifted  snow^ 
i^ke  her  genuine  Scandinavian  descent.  A  fairy 
form,  less  tall  than  that  of  Minna,  but  even  more 
finely  moulded  into  symmetry— «  careless,  and 
aimo8t  childish  lightness  of  step-— an  eye  that 
seemed  to  look  on  every  object  with  pleasure, 
from  a  natural  and  serene  cheerfulness  of  dispo- 
sition, attracted  even  more  general  admiration 
than  the  charms  of  her  sister,  though  perhaps 
that  which  Minna  did  excite,  might  be  of  a  more 
intense  as  well  as  a  more  reverential  character. 

The  dispositions  of  these  lovely  sisters  were 
not  less  di£Perent  than  their  complexions.  In  the 
kindly  affections,  neither  could  be  smd  to  excel 
the  other,  so  much  were  they  attached  to  their 
fiither  and  to  each  other.  But  the  cheerfulness 
of  Brenda  mixed  itself  with  the  every-day  busi- 
ness of  life,  and  seemed  inexhaustible  in  its  pro* 
f unon.  The  less  buoyant  spirit  of  her  sister,  ap- 
peared to  bring  to  society  a  contented  wish  to  be 
interested  and  pleased  with  what  was  going  for*. 
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Wild,  but  was  rather  pladdly  carried  along  with 
the  stream  ci  mirth  and  pleasure,  than  diq)osed 
to  »d  its  progress  by  any  efforts  of  her  own. 
She  endored  mirth,  rather  than  enjoyed  it ;  and 
die  pleasuies  in  which  she  most  delighted,  were 
those  of  a  gnnrer  and  more  solitary  cast.  The 
knowledge  which  is  deriyed  from  books  was  be- 
yond her  readi.  2«etland  afforded  few  opportu- 
nities, in  those  days,  of  studying  the  lesscms  be* 
<{i^athed 

By  dead  men  to  thdr  kind ; 

and  Magnus  Troil,  such  as  we  have  described 
him,  was  not  a  person  within  whose  mansion  the 
means  of  such  knowledge  was  to  be  acquired. 
But  the  book  of  nature  was  before  Minna,  that 
noblest  of  Tolumes,  where  we  are  ever  called  to 
wonder  and  to  admire,  even  when  we  cannot  un- 
derstand. The  plants  of  those  wild  regions,  the 
shells  cm  the  shores,  and  the  long  list  of  feathared 
dans  whidi  haunt  their  cliffs  and  eyries,  were  as 
wdl  known  to  Minna  Troil,  as  to  the  most  expe- 
rienced of  the  fowlers.  Her  powers  of  observation 
were  wonderful,  and  little  interrupted  by  other 
tones  of  feeling.  The  information  which  she  ac^ 
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quired  by  habits  of  patient  attention^  west  inde* 
Hbly  rivetted  in  a  naturally  powerful  memory. 
She  had  also  a  high  feeling  for  the  solitary  and 
melancholy  grandeur  of  the  scenes  in  whidi  she 
was  placed.  The  ocean,  in  all  its  varied  forms  at 
sublimity  and  terror — the  tr^nendous  cliffs  that 
resound  to  the  ceaseless  roar  of  the  billows,  and 
the  dang  of  the  sea-fowl,  had  for  Minna  a  charm 
in  almost  every  state  in  which  the  changing  sea- 
sons exhibited  them.  With  the  enthusiastic  feel- 
ings proper  to  the  romantic  race  from  which  her 
mother  descended,  the  love  of  natural  objects 
was  to  her  a  passion  capable  of  not  only  oocupy^ii 
ing,  but  at  times  of  agitating  her  mind.  Scenes 
upon  which  her  sister  looked  with  a  sense  of  trail* 
nent  awe  or  emotion,  which  vanished  on  her  re- 
turn from  witnessing  them,  continued  long  to  £11 
Minna'^s  imagination,  not  only  in  solitude,  and  in 
the  ^ence  of  the  night,  but  in  the  hours  of  bo* 
dety .  So  that  sometimes  when  she  sat  like  a  b^au- 
tiful  statue,  a  present  member  of  the  domestic 
drde,  her  thoughts  were  far  absent,  wandering 
on  the  wild  sea-shore,  and  amongst  the  yet  wild* 
er  mountains  of  her  native  isles.  And  yet,  wbai 
recalled  to  conversation^  and  mingling  in  it  wiUi 
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interest,  there  were  few  to  whom  her  friends  were 
more  indebted  for  enhancing  its  enjoyments ;  and, 
although  something  in  her  manners  claimed  de- 
ference (notwithstanding  her  early  youth)  as  well 
as  affectiony  even  her  gay,  lovely,  and  amiable 
nster  was  not  more  generally  beloved  than  the 
more  retired  and  pensive  Minna. 

Indeed  the  two  lovely  sisters  were  not  only 
the  ddiglit  of  their  friends,  but  the  pride  of  those 
islands,  where  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  rank 
were  formed,  by  the  remoteness  of  their  situation 
and  the  general  hospitality  of  their  habits,  into 
one  friendly  community.  A  wandering  poet  and 
parcel-musician,  who,  after  going  through  various 
fortunes,  had  returned  to  end  his  days  as  he  could 
in  his  native  islands,  had  celebrated  the  daughters 
of  Alagntis  in  a  poem,  which  he  entitled  Night 
and  Day ;  and,  in  his  description  of  Minna,  might 
almost  be  thought  to  have  anticipated,  though 
only  in  a  rude  outline,  the  exquisite  lines  of  Lord 
Byron, — 


€t 


She  walks  in  beauty,  like  the  night 
Of  clondless  climes  and  starry  skies ; 
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And  all  that's  best  of  dark  and  bright 
Meet  in  her  aspect  and  her  eyes : 

Thus  meUow'd  to  that  tender  light 
Which  hearen  to  gaudy  day  denies.** 

Their  father  loved  the  maidens  both  so  well, 
that  it  might  be  difiBcult  to  say  which  he  liked 
best,  saving  that,  perchance,  he  loved  his  graver 
damsel  better  in  the  walk  without  doors,  and  his 
merry  maiden  better  by  the  firende;  that  he 
more  desired  the  society  of  Minna  when  he  was 
sad,  and  that  of  Brenda  when  he  was  mirthfal ; 
and,  what  was  nearly  the  same  thing,  preferred 
Minna  before  noon,  and  Brenda  after  the  glass 
had  circulated  in  the  evening. 

But  it  was  still  more  extraordinary,  that  the 
affections  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  seemed  to  ho- 
ver with  the  same  impartiality  as  those  of  their 
father  betwixt  the  two  lovely  sisters.  From  his 
boyhood,  as  we  have  noticed,  he  had  been  a  fre* 
quent  inmate  of  the  residence  of  Magnus  at 
Burgh-Westra,  although  it  lay  nearly  twenty 
miles  distant  from  Jarlshof.  The  impassable  cha- 
racter of  the  country  l>etwixt  these  places,  ex- 
tending over  hills  covered  with  loose  and  qua- 
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luBgbog,  and  fireqaentl^  interaected  by  the  creeks 
or  vms  of  the  sea,  which  indent  the  island  on 
otfaerside,  as  wdl  as  by  fresh-water  streams  and 
Iskesy  rendered  the  journey  difficult,  and  even 
dsBgcwms,  in  the  dark  season ;  yet,  as  soon  as 
Ike  slate  of  Ins  father^s  mind  warned  him  to  ab- 
r,  Mordaunt,  at  every  risk,  and  under 
diflkol^y  was  pretty  sure  to  be  found  upon 
the  nest  day  aft  Bwri^Westra,  having  achieved 
his  joofiiey  in  less  time  than  would  have  been 
employed  perhaps  by  the  most  active  native. 

He  was  of  course  set  down  as  a  wooer  of  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Magnus,  by  the  public  of 
Zetland ;  and  when  the  old  udaUer'*8  great  par- 
tiality to  the  youth  was  considered,  nobody  doubt- 
ed that  he  might  aspire  to  the  hand  of  either  of 
those  distii^uished  beauties,  with  as  large  a  share 
of  islets,  rocky  moorland,  and  shore-fishings,  as 
might  be  the  fitting  portion  of  a  favoured  child, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  possessing  half  the  do- 
mains of  the  ancient  house  of  Troil,  when  their 
present  owner  was  no  more.  This  seemed  all  a 
reasonable  speculation,  and,  in  theory  at  least, 
better  constructed  than  many  that  are  current 
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through  the  world  as  unquestionable  facts.  But 
alas!  all  that  sharpness  of  observation  which  could 
be  applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  failed  to 
determine  the  mam  point,  to  which  of  the  young 
persons,  namely,  the  attentions  of  Mordaunt 
were  peculiarly  devoted.  He  seemed,  in  general, 
to  treat  them  as  an  affectionate  and  attached  bro- 
ther might  have  treated  two  sisters,  so  equally 
dear  to  him  that  a  breath  would  have  turned  the 
scale  of  affection.  Or  if  at  any  time,  which  oft- 
en happened,  the  one  maiden  appeared  the  mor^ 
especial  object  of  his  attention,  it  seemed  only  to 
be  because  circumstances  called  her  peculiar  ta- 
lents and  disposiuon  into  more  particular  and 
immediate  exercise. 

They  were  both  accomplished  in  the  simple 
musdc  of  the  north,  and  Mordaunt,  who  was  their 
assbtant,  and  sometimes  their  preceptor,  when 
they  were  practising  this  delightful  art,  might  be 
now  seen  assisting  Minna  in  the  acquisition  <^ 
those  wild,  solemn,  and  simple  airs,  to  which 
Scalds  and  harpers  sung  of  old  the  deeds  of  he- 
roes, and  presently  found  equally  active  in  teach- 
ing Brenda  the  more  lively  and  complicated  mu- 
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sic,  wbich  thdir  father^s  affectioD  caused  to  be 
brought  fiom  the  English  or  ScotUsh  capital  for 
the  use  of  his  daughters.  And  while  conversing 
with  them,  Mordaunt,  who  mingled  a  strain  of 
deep  and  ardent  enthusiasm  with  the  gay  and  un- 
goremaUe  gaiety  of  youth,  was  equally  ready  to 
enter  into  the  wild  and  poetical  yi^ons  of  Minna, 
or  into  the  lively,  and  often  humorous  chat  of 
her  gayor  aster.  In  short,  so  litde  did  he  seem 
to  attach  himself  to  either  damsel  exclusively, 
that  he  was  sometimes  heard  to  say,  that  Minna 
never  looked  so  lovely  as  when  her  light-hearted 
sister  had  induced  her,  for  the  time,  to  forget  her 
hahitjial  gravity;  or  Brenda  so  interesting  as 
when  she  sate  listening,  a  subdued  and  a&cted 
partaker  of  the  deep  pathos  of  her  sbt^r  Minna. 
The  public  were,  therefore,  to  use  the  hunter^s 
phrase,  at  fault  in  their  farther  conclu^ons,  and 
could  but  determine,  after  long  vacillaUng  be- 
twixt the  maidens,  that  Mordaunt  was  positively 
to  marry  one  of  them,  but  which  could  only  be 
determined  when  his  approaching  manhood,  or 
the  interference  of  stout  old  Magnus,  the  father, 
should  teach  Master  Mordaunt  Mertoun  to  know 
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hit  own  mind.  ^^  It  was  a  pretty  thing,  indeed,^ 
they  usually  oondaded,  **  that  he,  no  native  born, 
and  possessed  of  no  viable  means  of  subastence 
that  was  known  to  any  one,  should  presume  to 
hesitate,  or  affect  to  have  the  power  of  selection 
and  choice,  betwixt  the  two  most  disdnguidied 
beauties  of  Zetland.  If  they  were  Magnus  Titnl, 
they  would  soon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter'**-^ 
and  so  forth.  All  which  remarks  were  only  whis- 
pered, for  the  hasty  dispontion  of  the  udaller  had 
too  much  of  the  old  Norse  fire  about  it  to  render 
it  safe  for  any  one  to  become  an  unauthorised  in^ 
termeddler  with  his  family  affairs ;  and  thus  stood 
the  relation  of  Mordaunt  M^toun  to  the  family 
of  Mr  Trml  of  Burgh- Westra,  when  the  follow- 
ing incidents  took  place. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

**  TUf  u  BO  pilgrim^  mondng^yan  gnj  nutc 
Liai  Qpoo  lull,  and  daW,  aad  fitld.  Mid  fcrat, 
IJke  ^kt  dno  wimple  of  a  aew-made  widov  ; 
Andfby  mj  isith,  ahhough  mj  boot  be  mA, 
Fd  latlicr  liear  that  widov  weep  and  sigh. 
And  tell  the  Tiitues  of  the  dear<4eparted, 
Thaa,  wbc&  the  tempest  tends  his  Toioe  abroad. 
Be  ndQCCt  to  its  fazy.** 

The  Double  Nuptials. 

The  spring  was  far  advanced,  when,  after  a 
week  spent  in  sport  and  festivity  at  Burgh- West- 
ra,  Mordaunt  Mertoun  bade  adieu  to  the  family, 
pleading  the  necessity  of  his  return  to  Jarlshof. 
The  proposal  was  combatted  by  the  maidens,  and 
more  decidedly  by  Magnus  himself:  He  saw 
no  occasion  whatever  for  Mordaunt  returning  to 
Jarlshof.  If  his  father  desired  to  see  him,  which, 
by  the  way,  Magnus  did  not  believe,  Mr  Mer- 
toun had  only  to  throw  himself  into  the  stern  of 
Sweyn^s  boat,  or  betake  himself  to  a  poney,  if  he 
liked  A  land  journey  better,  and  he  would  see  not 
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only  his  son,  but  twenty  folks  besides,  who  would 
be  most  happy  to  find  that  he  had  not  lost  the  use 
of  his  tongue  entirely  during  his  long  solitude ; 
**  although  I  must  own,^  added  Magnus,  ^*  that 
when  he  lived  amongst  us,  nobody  ever  made  less 
use  of  it* 

Mordaunt  acquiesce^  both  in  what  respected 
his  father^s  taciturnity  and  his  dislike  to  general 
society ;  but  suggested,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
first  circumstance  rendered  his  own  immediate  re- 
turn more  necessary,  as  he  was  the  usual  channel 
of  communication  betwixt  his  father  and  others; 
and  that  the  second  corroborated  the  same  neces- 
sity, since  Mr  Mertoun'^s  having  no  other  society 
whatever,  seemed  a  weighty  reason  why  his  son^s 
should  be  restored  to  him  without  loss  of  time. 
As  to  his  father^s  coming  to  Burgh-Westra,  **  they 
might  as  well,^  he  said,  <^  expect  to  see  Sumburgh 
Cape  come  thither.^ 

**  And  that  would  be  a  cumbrous  guest,*  said 
Magnus ;  "  but  you  will  stop  for  our  dinner  to- 
day  ?  There  are  the  families  of  Muness,  Quen- 
dale,  Therelivoe,  and  I  know  not  whom  else  are 
expected ;  and,  besides  the  thirty  that  were  in 
the  house  this  blessed  night,  wc  shall  have  as 
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numy  more  as  chamber  and  bower,  and  bam  and 
boat-bouse,  can  furnish  with  beds,  or  with  barley« 
straw,  and  you  will  leave  all  this  behind  you  f"^ 

**  And  the  blithe  dance  at  nigfat,^  added  Bren- 
da,  in  a  tone  betwixt  reproach  and  vexation ; 
^  and  the  young  men  from  the  Isle  of  Paba  that 
are  to  daooe  the  sword-dance,  whom  shall  we  find 
to  match  them,  for  the  honour  of  the  Main  ?" 

**  There  is  many  a  merry  dancer  on  Uie  main- 
land, Brenda,**  replied  Mordaunt,  ^^  even  if  I 
dKHiId  never  rise  on  tiptoe  again.  And  where 
good  dancers  are  found,  Brenda  Troil  will  always 
find  the  best  partner.  I  must  trip  it  to-night 
thitHigh  the  Wastes  of  Dunrossness.^ 

*^  Do  not  say  so,  Mordaunt,^  said  Minna,  who, 
during  this  conversation,  had  been  looking  from 
the  window  something  anxiously ;  ^^  go  not  to-day 
at  least,  through  the  Wastes  of  Dunrossness.^ 

**  And  why  not  to-day,  Minna,^  said  Mor- 
daunt,  laughing,  ^<  any  more  than  to-morrow  ?^ 

**  O,  the  morning  mist  lies  heavy  upon  ypnder 
chain  of  isles,  nor  has  it  permitted  us  since  day- 
break even  a  single  glimpse  of  Fitful-Head,  the 
lofty  cape  that  concludes  yon  splendid  range  of 
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mountains.  Tiie  fowl  are  wining  tb^r  way  to 
the  shore,  and  the  ghell-drake  seems,  through  the 
mist,  as  large  as  the  scarf.  See,  the  very  shear- 
waters and  bonxies  are  making  to  the  cliff  for 
shelter.^ 

**  And  they  will  ride  out  a  galeagainst  a  kmg^s 
fijgate,^  said  her  father ;  **  there  is  foul  weather 
when  they  cut  and  run.^ 

<<  Stay,  then,  with  us,^  said  Minna ;  ^*  the  stmrm 
will  be  dreadful,  yet  it  will  be  grand  to  see  it 
from  Burgh- Westra,  if  we  have  no  friend  expo* 
sed  to  its  fury.  See,  the  air  is  dose  and  sultry, 
though  the  season  is  yet  so  early,  and  the  day  so 
calm,  that  not  a  windel-straw  moves  on  the  heath. 
Stay  with  us,  Mordaunt ;  the  storm  which  these 
dgns  announce  will  be  a  dreadful  one.^ 

<<  I  must  be  gone  the  sooner,^  was  the  oondu* 
aon  of  Mordaunt,  who  could  not  deny  the  fflgns^ 
which  had  not  escaped  his  own  quick  observation. 
**  If  the  storm  be  too  fierce,  I  will  abide  for  the 
night  at  Stourburgb.^ 

^'  What  !^  said  Magnus;  ^'  will  you  leave  us 
for  the  new  chamberlain^s  new  Scots  tacksman, 
who  is  to  teach  all  us  Zetland  savages  new  ways? 
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Take  jonr  own  gait,  my  lad,  if  that  is  the  song 
Touong.^ 

^Na^y*  said  Mordaunt ;  **  I  had  only  some  cu- 
rioofy  to  see  the  new  implements  he  has  brought.^ 

**  Ay,  ay,  ferlies  make  fools  fain.  I  would  like 
to  know  if  his  new  plough  will  bear  against  a 
Zedand  rock  ?**  answered  Magnus. 

*'  I  will  pass  Stourfourgh  on  the  journey,^  said 
die  youth,  deferring  to  his  patron^s  prejudice 
sgaiDst  innovation,  ^<  if  this  boding  weather 
bring  on  tempest ;  but  if  it  only  break  in  rain,  as 
ismost  prbbaUe,  I  am  not  likely  to  be  melted  in 
the  wettti^.^ 

^^  It  will  not  soften  into  rain  alone,^  said  Min« 
na ;  ^  see  how  much  heavier  the  clouds  fall  every 
moment,  and  see  diese  weather-gaws  that  streak 
the  lead-coloured  mass  with  pardal  gleams  of 
fiKled  red  and  purple."^ 

•*  I  see  them  all,'*  sidd  Mordaunt ;  **  but  they 
only  tell  me  I  have  no  time  to  tarry  here.  Adieu, 
Minna ;  I  will  send  you  the  eagle'^s  feathers,  if 
an  eagle  can  be  found  on  Fair-isle  or  Foulah. 
And  fare  thee  well,  my  pretty  Brenda,  and  keep 
a  thought  for  me,  should  the  Paba  men  dance 
ever  so  well.'' 
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**  Take  care  of  yourself,  ance  go  you  will,'* 
said  both  sisters,  together. 

Old  Magnus  scolded  them  formally  for  suppo- 
sing there  was  any  danger  to  an  active  young  fel- 
low from  a  spring  gale,  whether  by  sea  or  land ; 
yet  ended  by  giving  his  own  caution  also  to  Mor- 
daunt,  advising  him  seriously  to  delay  his  jour- 
ney, or  at  least  to  stop  at  Stourburgh.  **  For,** 
said  he,  ^^  second  thoughts  are  best ;  and  as  this 
Scotsman's  howf  lies  right  under  your  lee,  why, 
take  any  port  in  a  storm.  But  do  not  be  assured 
to  find  the  door  on  latch,  let  the  storm  blow  ever 
so  hard ;  there  arc  such  matters  as  bolts  and  bars 
in  Scotland,  though,  thanks  to  Saint  Ronald,  they 
are  unknown  here,  save  that  great  lock  on  the  old 
Gastle  of  Scalloway,  that  all  men  run  to  see- 
may  be  they  make  part  of  this  man's  improve- 
ments. But  go,  Mordauqt,  since  go  you  will. 
You  should  drink  a  stirrup-cup  now,  were 
you  three  years  older,  but  boys  should  never 
drink,  excepting  after  dinner ;  I  will  drink  it  for 
you,  that  good  customs  may  not  be  broken,  or 
bad  luck  come  of  it.  Here  is  your  bonally,  my 
lad."  And  so  saying,  he  quaffed  a  rummer  glass 
of  brandy  with  as  much  impunity  as  if  it  bad 
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beeo  qpring-water.  Thus  regretted  and  caution- 
ed on  all  hands,  Mordaunt  took  leave  of  the  ho6- 
pitaUe  household,  and  looking  back  at  the  com- 
forts with  which  it  was  surrounded,  and  the  dense 
smoke  that  rolled  upwards  from  its  chimnies,  he 
first  reooUected  the  guesdess  and  solitary  desola- 
tioo  of  Jarlshof,  then  compared  with  the  suUen 
and  moody  melancholy  of  his  father^s  temper  the 
warm  kindness  of  those  whom  he  was  leaving,  and 
oould  not  refirain  from  a  sigh  at  the  thoughts  which 
forced  themselves  on  his  imagination. 

The  agns  of  the  tempest  did  not  dishonour  the 
predictions  of  Minna.  Mordaunt  had  not  advan- 
ced three  hours  upon  his  journey,  before  the 
wind,  which  had  been  so  deadly  still  in  the  morn- 
ing, began  at  first  to  wail  and  sigh,  as  if  bemoan- 
ing beforehand  the  evils  which  it  might  perpe- 
trate in  its  fury,  like  a  madman  in  the  gloomy 
state  of  dejection  which  precedes  his  fit  of  vio- 
lence ;  then  gradually  increasing,  the  gale  howl- 
ed, niged,and  roared,  with  the  full  fury  of  a  north- 
ern storm.  It  was  accompamed  by  showers  of 
run  mixed  with  hail,  which  were  dashed  with  the 
most  unrelenting  rage  against  the  hills  and  rocks 
with  which  the  traveller  was  surrounded,  distract- 
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ing  bis  attention,  in  spite  of  his  uttermofit  exer- 
lions,  and  rendmng  it  very  difficult  for  bira  to 
keep  the  direction  of  his  journey  in  a  countiy 
where  is  neither  road,  nor  even  the  slightest  track 
to  direct  the  steps  of  the  wanderer,  and  where  he 
is  often  interrupted  by  large  pools  of  water,  lakes, 
and  lagoons.  All  these  inland  waters  were  now 
lashed  into  sheets  of  tumbling  fiMHD,  moA  of 
which,  carried  off  by  the  fury  of  the  whirlwind, 
was  mingled  with  the  gale,  and  transported  far 
from  the  waves  of  which  they  had  lately  made  a 
part ;  while  the  salt  relish  of  the  drift  which  was 
pelted  against  his  face,  shewed  Mordaunt  that 
the  spray  of  the  more  distant  ocean,  disturbed 
to  frenzy  by  the  storm,  was  mingled  with  that  of 
the  inland  lakes  and  streams. 

Amidst  this  hideous  combustion  of  the  ele- 
ments, Mordaunt  Mertoun  struggled  forward  as 
one  to  whom  such  elemental  war  was  familiar, 
and  who  regarded  the  exertions  which  it  required 
to  withstand  its  fury,  but  as  a  mark  of  resolution 
and  manhood.  He  felt  even,  as  happens  usually 
to  those  who  endure  great  hardships,  that  the  ex- 
ertion necessary  to  subdue  them,  is  in  itself  a 
kind  of  elevating  triumph.     To  see  and  distin- 


THB  FntATS.  68 

gimh  his  path  when  the  cattle  were  driven  fiom 
the  lull,  and  the  Tery  fowls  from  the  firmament, 
was  but  the  stronger  jnroof  of  his  own  supericnity. 
<*  Tkj  diali  not  hear  of  me  at  Bui^gh-Westra,^ 
aid  he  to  himself,  '^  as  thej  heard  of  dd  doited 
Bingan'Ewenson'^s  boat,  that  foundered  betwixt 
road-stead  and  key.  I  am  more  of  a  crags-man 
than  to  orind  fire  or  water,  wave  by  sea,  orqnag- 
mire  by  hmd.^  Thos  be  struggled  on,  buffet- 
11^  with  the  storm,  sui^lyiog  the  want  of  the 
uiual  signs  by  whidi  travdlers  directed  their 
coarse,  (for  rock,  mountun,  and  headland,  were 
shnHided  in  mist  and  darkness,)  by  the  instine- 
tire  sagacity  with  which  long  acquaintance  with 
these  wilds  had  taught  him  to  mark  every  minute 
object  which  could  serve  in  such  circumstances  to 
relate  his  course.  Thus,  we  repeat,  he  strug- 
gled onward,  occanonally  standing  still,  or  even 
lying  down,  when  the  gust  was  most  impetuous ; 
making  way  against  it  when  it  was  somewhat  lulL 
ed,  by  a  rapd  and  bold  advance  even  in  its  very 
current ;  or,  when  this  was  impossible,  by  a  move- 
ment resembling  that  of  a  vessel  working  to  wind- 
ward by  short  tacks,  but  never  yielding  one  inch 
df  the  way  which  he  had  fought  so  hard  to  gain. 
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Yet,  notwithstanding  MordaunCs  experience 
and  resolution,  his  situation  was  sufficiently  un- 
comfortable, and  even  precarious ;  not  because  his 
smlor^s  jacket  and  trowsers,  the  common  dress  of 
young  men  through  these  isles  when  on  a  jour- 
ney, were  thoroughly  wet,  for  that  might  have 
taken  place  with'm  the  same  brief  time,  in  any 
ordinary  day,  in  this  watery  climate ;  but  the  red 
danger  was,  that,  notwithstanding  his  utmost  ex- 
ertions, he  made  very  slow  way  through  brooks 
that  wiere  sending  their  waters  idl  abroad,  through 
morasses  drowned  in  double  deluges  of  moisture, 
which  rendered  all  the  ordinary  passes  more  than 
usually  dangerous,  and  repeatedly  obUged  the 
traveller  to  pei^orm  a  considerable  circuit,  which 
in  the  usual  case  was  unnecessary.  Thus  re- 
peatedly baffled,  notwithstanding  his  youth  and 
strength,  Mordaunt,  after  maintaining  a  dogged 
conflict  with  wind,  rain,  and  the  fatigue  of  a  pro- 
longed journey,  was  truly  happy,  when,  not  with- 
out having  been  more  than  once  mistaken  in  his 
road,  he  at  length  found  himself  within  sight  of 
the  house  of  Stourburgh,  or  Harfra,  for  the  names 
were  indifferently  given  to  the  residence  of  Mr 

Triptolcmus  Yellowley,  who  was  the  chosen  mis- 

11 
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€f  tbe  Chamberlain  of  Orkney  and  ZeU 
kadf  a  speculative  pawn,  wbodesigned,  through 
Aenetiom  of  Tri(>tolemu8,  to  introduce  into  the 
ttfinia  T^bnIroftheRoinansaqMritof  improve- 
aatyvluch  at  that  earlyperiod  was  scarce  known 
ID  cni  in  Scotland  itself . 

At  kqicfa,  and  with  much  difficult,  Mor- 
daoBt  icadied  the  house  of  this  worthy  agricuU 
tnristy  tbe  only  refuge  from  the  rdentless  storm 
irindi  he  could  hope  for  several  miles ;  and  gcMng 
itrsi^t  to  the  door,  with  tbe  most  undoubdng 
ccpfidence  of  instant  admiaaion,  he  was  not  a  lit- 
tle suiprised  to  find  it  not  merely  latched,  which 
the  weather  might  excuse,  but  even  bolted,  a 
thing  winch,  as  Magnus  Troil  has  already  inti- 
mated, was  almost  unknown  in  the  Archipelago. 
To  knock,  to  call,  and  finally  to  batter  the  door 
with  staff  and  stones,  were  the  natural  resources 
of  the  youth,  who  was  raidered  alike  impatient 
bjrthe  pelting  of  the  storm,  and  by  the  most  un- 
eipected  and  unusual  obstacles  to  instant  admis- 
aon.  As  he  was  suffered,  however,  for  many 
imnutes  to  exhaust  his  impatience  in  noise  and 

voi;.  X.  B 
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damour,  without  receiTiiig  any  reply,  we  wiU 
ploy  them  in  informiDg  the  reader  who  Trqptor 
kmus  Yellowley  was,  and  bow^he  came  by  a  name 
ao  singular. 

Old  Jaaper  Yellowley,  the  father  of  Triptole> 
mus,  (though  bom  at  the  foot  of  Bx)sebecry* 
Topping,)  hadbeencofTi^otJi^bya  certain  ndUb 
Scottiah  Earl,  who,  proving  too  far  north  for  can* 
nv  Yorkshire,  had  persuaded  him  to  accept  of  a 
farm  in  the  Meams,  where,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add,  that  he  found  matters  very  different  from 
what  he  expected.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  stout 
fiumer  set  manfully  to  work,  to  counterbalance^ 
by  superior  skiU,  the  inconveniences  arising  from 
a  cold  schI  and  a  weeping  climate.  These  might 
have  been  probably  overcome,  but  his  ndgbr 
bourhood  to  the  Grampians  exposed  him  eter- 
nally to  that  species  of  visitation  from  the  plaid- 
ed  gentry  who  dwelled  within  their  skirts,  which 
made  young  Norval  a  warrior  and  a  hero^  but 
only  converted  Jasper  Yellowley  into  a  poor  man. 
This  was,  indeed,  balanced  in  some  sort  by  the 
impression  which  his  ruddy  cheek  and  robust 
form  had  the  fortune  to  make  upon  Miss  Bar- 
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fata  CiiakacBle^  daug^t^  to  the  umquhile^  modi 
Mter  to  tlie  then  eaustbg  Clinkscale  of  that  ilk. 
Tlib  was  thought  a  honid  and  luiDatural  ujiioB 
JB  the  neighbourhood,  consideriiig  that  the  house 
of  Ciiiikficale  had  at  least  as  great  a  share  of  Scot- 
luh  pcide  as  of  Scottish  paenmony,  md  wete 
anpljr  endowed  with  both.  But  Miss  Babie  had 
her  haadsome  fortune  erf"  two  thousand  merks  at 
faer  own  disposal,  was  a  woman  of  spirit  who 
hid  been  «^^  and  stdjurisj  (as  the  writer  who 
drew  the  contract  assiured  her,)  for  fiull  twenty 
years;  so  she  set  ccxisequences  and  conunenta* 
lies  alike  at  defiance  and  wedded  the  hearty 
Yorkshire  yeoman.  Her  brother  and  her  more 
wealthy  kinsmen  drew  off  in  c^gust,  and  almost 
disowned  their  degraded  relatiire.  But  the  honse 
of  Clinkscale  was  alhed  (like  every  other  fttouly 
IB  Scotland  at  the  time)  to  a  set  of  relatioDS 
who  were  not  mo  nice-— tenth  and  oxteenth  oou* 
aas,  who  not  only  acknowledged  their  kinswo- 
man Babie  after  her  marriagewith  Yellowley,  but 
ev«i  ocmdesceDded  toeatbeans  and  baoon  (though 
the  latter  was  then  the  abominadon  of  the  Scots 
as  much  as  of  the  J<ews)  with  her  kMisband,  and 
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would  willingly  have  cemented  the  friendship  fay 
borrowing  a  little  cash  from  him,  had  not  his 
good  lady  (who  understood  trap  as  well  as  any 
woman  in  the  Meams)  put  a  negative  on  this 
advance  to  intimacy.  Indeed  she  knew  how  to 
make  young  Deelb^cket,  old  Dougald  Bare- 
8w<nd,  the  Laird  of  Bandybrawl,  and  others,  pay 
for  the  hosptality  which  she  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  deny  them,  by  rendering  them  useful 
in  her  n^odations  with  the  light-handed  lads 
beyond  the  Cairn,  who,  finding  their  late  object 
of  plunder  was  now  allied  to  **  kend  folks,  and 
owned  by  them  at  kirk  and  market,*^  became  sa- 
tisfied,  on  a  moderate  yearly  compodtion,  to  de- 
nst  from  thdr  depredations. 

This  eminent  success  reconciled  Jasper  to  the 
dominion  which  his  wife  began  to  assume  over 
him ;  and  which  was  much  confirmed  by  her  pro- 
ving to  be— let  me  see— what  b  the  prettiest  mode 
of  expressing  it  ? — ^in  the  family  way.  On  this  oc- 
caaon,  Mrs  Yellowley  had  a  remarkable  dream, 
as  is  the  usual  practice  of  teeming  mothers  pre- 
vious to  the  birth  of  an  illustrious  ofispring.  She 
^  waa  fr^lreamed,^  as  her  husband  expressed  it. 
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tint  ihe  was  safely  deHrered  of  a  plough^  drawn 
by  three  yoke  of  Angus-shire  oxen ;  and  beu^ 
a  wif^tj  inTestigalor  into  such  partents,  she  sate 
knelf  down  with  her  goanps,  to  consider  what 
the  thing  might  mean.  Honest  Jasper  ventuied, 
with  mndi  hesitation,  to  intimate  his  own  opinion, 
diat  the  rman.  had  reference  rather  to  thii^ 
psit  than  things  present,  and  might  hare  been  oc- 
csfioned  by  his  wife^s  nerves  having  been  a  little 
startled  by  meeting  in  the  loan  above  the  house 
his  own  great  plou^  with  the  six  oxen,  which 
were  the  pride  of  his  heart*  But  the  good  cum- 
merf  raised  such  a  hue  and  cry  against  this  ex- 
position, that  Jasper  was  fain  to  put  his  fingers 
in  his  ears,  and  to  run  out  of  the  apartment 

*^  Hear  to  him,^  said  an  old  whigamore  car- 
line—- '*  hear  to  him,  wi^  his  owsen,  that  are  as 
an  idol  to  him,  even  as  the  calf  of  Bethel !  Na, 
na — its  nae  plcugh  of  the  flesh  that  the  bonnie 
lad  bairn — ^for  a  lad  it  sail  be— 4hall  e^er  striddle 
between  the  stilts  o^— -its  the  pleugh  of  the  s[nrit 
«-«nd  I  trust  mysell  to  see  him  wag  the  head 
o^  him  in  a  pulpit ;  or,  at  the  warst,  on  a  hill- 
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^^Kowtiiedeil^in  ]rDurwbigger7,*^Midthedld 
kdj  GJenpradng ;  ^  wad  ye  hae  our  coniner^s 
bomie  lad-baim  wag  the  head  aff  his  shouthen 
like  your  godly  Mees  James  Guthrie,  that  ye  bdd 
sudk  a  davering  about  ? — ^Na,  na,  he  sail  walk  a 
BMur  siccar  path,  and  be  a  dmnty  curate— -and 
aay  he  should  live  to  be  a  bishop,  what  ^  wamlr 
wadhebeT 

Tbe  ganntfet  thus  fairly  flung  down  by  one 
qrbil^  was  caught  up  by  another,  and  the  oontro^ 
tersy  raged^  roared,  or  rather  screamed,  a  round 
of  einmaDOD-water  serving  only  like  oA  to  the 
flamev  till  Jasper  entered  with  the  plougb-staff ; 
and  by  the  awe  of  his  presence,  and  the  shame 
of  mtsbehaving  '*  before  the  stranger  man,^  im- 
posed some  conations  of  silence  upon  the  dispu< 
tants^ 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  impatiesee  to 
^ve  to  the  light  a  being  destined  to  such  high 
and  doubtful  fiites,  or  whether  poor  Dame  Yd- 
Jowky  was  latber  frightened  at  the  hurly-buriiy 
which  had  taken  fJace  in  her  presence,  but  she 
Was  taken  suddenly  ill ;  and,,  contrary  tx>  the  for- 
mula in  such  cases  used  and  provided,  was  soon 
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iiported  to  be  ^  a  good  deal  wane  dianiTM  to  be 
eipeeled.^  She  took  theoppurtuuity  (Imving  stitt 
dl  kr  wit»  about  her)  to  eztnct  fioin  her  sym- 
pKfaecic  husband  two  promiseB;  first,  that  he 
would  cimaten  the  child,  whose  birth  was  Uke  to 
ooit  her  so  dear,  by  a  oame  indicattre  of  the  ^i^ 
MB  wicfa  wlndi  she  had  been  CuvDured  ;  and 
Bort,  that  he  would  educate  him  for  theaainistrf. 
Hie  camy^YorkdureuiaB,  thinkiiig  Ae  had  a 
good  tide  at  present  to  dictate  in  sudi  niatten% 
wAisciibed  to  all  she  lequiredr  A  man-cfaiid  was 
accoidingiy  bom  under  these  oonditioos,  but  the 
stale  €f  the  ssotber  did  not  permit  her  for  many 
days  to  usqiure  how  far  they  had  been  comf^ed 
with.  TVben  die  was  in  some  d^ree  conrdes* 
cent,  she  was  informed,  that  as  it  was  thought  fit 
the  dnld  should  be  immediately  christened,  it 
hsd  tecei^ed  the  name  of  Triptokmus ;  the  Cu« 
rate,  who  was  a  man  of  some  classical  skill,  eon^ 
ceiTing  that  this  epidiet  contained  a  handsome 
sad  dasncal  allusion  to  the  visonary  pkni^,  with 
iti  triple  yoke  of  oxen.  Mn  Yellowley  was  not 
SNich  defighted  with  the  manner  in  which  her  re* 
cpiest  had  been  oompKed  with  ;  but  grumbRng 
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being  to  as  little  purpose  as  in  the  celebrated  ease 
of  Tristram  Shandy,  she  eVn  sat  down  content- 
ed with  the  heathenish  name^  and  endeavoured  to 
counteract  the  e£fects  it  might  produce  upon  the 
taste  and  feelings  of  the  nominee^  by  such  an  edu- 
cation asmight  put  him abovetheslightest thought 
of  sacks,  coulter8,stilts,mould-boards,orany  thing 
connected  with  the  servile  drudgery  of  the  plough. 
Jasper,  sage  Yorkshireman,  smiled  slily  in  his 
sleeve,  conceiving  that  young  Trippie  was  likely 
to  prove  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  and  would  ra- 
ther take  after  the  jolly  Yorkshire  yeoman,  than 
the  gentle  but  somewhat  aigre  blood  of  the  house 
of  Clinkscale.  He  remarked,  with  suppressed 
glee,  that  the  tune  which  best  answered  the  pur« 
pose  of  a  lullaby  was  the  ^'  ploughman^s  whistle,^ 
and  the  first  words  the  infant  learned  to  stammer 
were  the  names  of  the  oxen ;  moreover,  that  the 
<*bem^  preferred  home-brewed  ale  to  Scotch  two- 
penny, and  never  quitted  hold  of  the  tankard  with 
so  much  reluctance  as  when  there  had  been,  by 
some  manoeuvre  of  Jasper^s  own  device,  a  double 
straik  of  malt  allowed  to  the  brewing,  above  that 
which  was  sanctioned  by  the  most  liberal  recipe, 


THB  PIBATE.  7g 

of  winch  bis  darnels  household  thrift  admitted. 
Benda  this,  when  no  other  means  could  be  fallen 
npoo  to  divert  an  occauonal  fit  of  squalling,  his 
father  dbeerved  that  Trip  could  be  always  sileiw 
oed  by  jing^g  a  bridle  at  his  ear.  From  all 
which  symptoms,  he  used  to  swear  in  private, 
that  the  boy  would  prove  true  Yorkshire,  and 
mother,  and  mother^s  kin,  would  have  small  share 
of  him* 

Meanwhile,  and  within  a  year  after  the  birth 
of  Triptolemus,  Mrs  Yellowley  bore  a  daughter, 
named  after  herself  Barbara,  who,  even  in  ear- 
liest infancy,  exhibited  the  pinched  nose  and  thin 
I^  by  which  the  Clinkscale  family  were  distin- 
giushed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  Meams ; 
and  as  her  childhood  advanced,  the  readiness 
with  which  Ae  seized,  and  the  tenacity  where- 
with she  detained,  the  playthings  of  Triptolemus, 
bendes  a  desire  to  bite,  pinch,  and  scratch,  on 
slj^t,  or  no  provocation,  were  all  considered  by 
attentive   observers  as  proofs  that  Miss  Baby 
would  prove  *^  her  mother  over  again.^    Malici- 
ous pec^le  did  not  stick  to  say,  that  the  acrimo- 
ny of  the  Clinkscale  blood  had  not  on  this  occa- 
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son  been  cooled  and  sweetened  bj  that  of  oU 
England;  thatyoungDdilbelicketwasmudiaboat 
the  house,  and  they  could  not  but  think  it  odd 
that  Mrs  Yellowley ,  who,  as  the  whole  world  kneW| 
gave  nothing  for  nothing,  should  be  so  uncom- 
monly attentive  to  heap  the  trencher,  and  to  fill 
the  caup,  of  an  idle  blackguard  ne'^er^do-weeL 
But  when  folks  had  once  looked  upon  the  austere 
and  awfully  virtuous  countenance  of  Mrs  Yel- 
lowley, they  did  full  justice  to  her  propriety  of 
conduct,  and  Deilbelickef  s  delicacy  of  taste. 

Meantime  young  Triptolemus  having  received 
such  instructions  as  the  curate  could  give  him, 
(for  though  Dame  Yellowley  adhered  to  the  per- 
secuted remnant,  her  jolly  husband,  edified  by 
the  black  gown  and  prayer-book,  still  conformed 
to  the  church  as  by  law  established,)  was,  in  due 
process  of  time,  sent  to  Saint  Andrews  to  prose- 
cute his  studies.  He  went,  it  is  true,  but  with 
an  eye  turned  back  with  sad  remembrances  on 
his  father'^s  plough,  his  father^s  pancakes,  and  his 
father^s  ale,  for  which  the  small  beer  of  the  col- 
lege, commonly  there  termed  ^^  through  go  nim- 
ble,'^ furnished  a  pow  substitute.  Yet  he  advan- 
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«Bd  IB  bis  learaiog,  beiog  founds  howerer,  to 
Aeir  apvticular  fkroiir  to  sudi  authors  of  as- 
^tfotyn  bad  made  the  improrement  of  the  acil 
Ifeobjeet  of  thor  lesearches.  He  endured  the 
Bucolicg  of  Vhyt— "the  Georgics  he  had  by  heart 
•«4mttbeJbieid  beoooldnot  awajwith ;  and  he 
was  pirtifiilarly  severe  upon  the  celebrated  Une 
cif  wJug  a  charge  of  cavahy,  because,  as  he  un- 
doslDod  the  word  painm^  he  opined  that  the 
eoidMlaBts^  in  their  inconraderate  ardour,  g*Uop- 
cdover  a  ne«r.-maDnred  ploughed  field«  Cato,  the 
Boman  Censor,  was  his  favourite  among  classical 
heroes  and  philosophers,  not  on  account  of  the 
itrictness  of  his  morals,  but  because  of  bis  trea- 
tise, de  TSLb  JZaisiNs.  He  had  ever  in  his  mouth 
the  phrase  of  Cicero,  jam  ne  minem  aniepenes 
CakmL  He  thought  well  of  Palladius,  and  of 
Tereatios  Varro,  but  Columella  was  his  pocket 
fiTW|w»fnn,  To  these  ancient  worthies,  he  added 
the  more  modem  Tusser,  Hartlib,  and  other  wri- 
Itrs  on  rural  economics,  not  forgetting  the  lucu- 
hntions  of  the  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain,  and 

*  Qusdwipedianqqe  patrem  sonita  quatit  migula  campum. 
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such  of  the  better-informed  Philomaths^  wfao^  in- 
stead of  loading  their  almanacks  with  Tain  pre- 
dictions of  political  events^  directed  the  attention 
of  their  readers  to  that  course  of  cultivation  fiom 
which  theproduction  of  good  cropsmight  be  safely 
predicted,  and  who,  careless  of  the  rise  and  down- 
fall of  empires,  contented  themselves  with  point- 
ing out  the  fit  seasons  to  reap  and  sow,  with  a  finr 
guess  at  the  weather  which  each  month  mil  be 
likely  to  present ;  as,  for  example,  that  if  Heaven 
pleases,  we  shall  have  Snow  in  Januaiy,  and  the 
author  will  stake  his  reputation  that  July  jnoves, 
on  the  whole,  a  month  of  sunshine.  Now,although 
the  Rector  o[  Saint  Leonardos  was  greatly  pleased 
in  general,  with  the  quiet,  laborious,  and  studious 
bent  of  Triptolemus  Yello wley,  and  deemed  him, 
in  so  far,  worthy  of  a  name  of  four  syllables,  ha- 
ving a  Latin  termination,  yet  he  relished  not,  by 
any  means,  hb  exclusive  attention  to  his  favourite 
authors.  It  savoiured  of  the  earth,  he  said,  if  not  of 
something  wbrse,  to  have  a  man^s  mind  always 
grovelling  in  mould,  sterooratedorunsteroorated; 
and  he  pointed  out,  but  in  vain,  history,  and  poe- 
try, and  divinity,  as  more  elevating  subjects  of 
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om^rirm.  TriptokmusTdlowlejr  was  obstinate 
m  hk  own  ootine :  Of  the  battle  of  Pharsaliay 
be  Aoaght  not  as  it  affected  the  freedom  of  the 
woMj  but  dwelt  on  the  rich  crop  which  the  £ma- 
tkim  fields  were  likely  to  produce  the  next  sea- 
no.  In  ▼emacular  poetry,  Triptolemus  could 
scKoe  be  prevailed  upon  to  read  a  single  couplet, 
eiwpring  old  Tuner,  as  aforesaid,  whose  Hund- 
ndToints  of  Good  Husbandry  he  had  got  by 
heart;  and  excepting  also  Piers  Ploughman^s 
TinoD,  whidi,  charmed  with  the  title,  he  bou^t 
with  avidity  firom  a  packman,  but  after  reading 
the  two  first  pages,  flung  it  into  the  fire  as  an  im- 
pudent and  misnamed  political  libel.  As  to  di- 
vinity,  be  summed  that  matter  up  by  reminding 
his  instructors,  that  to  labour  the  earth  and  win 
his  bread  with  the  toil  of  his  body  and  sweat  of 
his  brow,  was  the  lot  imposed  upon  fallen  man ; 
and,  foar  his  part,  he  was  resolved  to  discharge, 
to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  a  task  so  obviously  ne- 
cessary to  e»8tence,  leaving  others  to  speculate 
as  much  aa  they  would,  upon  the  more  reccmdite 
aiysteriea  of  theology. 


^*' 
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With  a  spirit  so  much  narrowed  and  limited 
to  the  concerns  of  rural  life,  it  may  be  doubted 
whetlier  the  proficiency  of  Triptolemus  in  leam^ 
ing,  or  the  use  he  was  like  to  make  of  his  acquis 
sitions,  would  have  much  gratified  the  ambttioui 
hope  of  his  affectionate  mother.  It  is  true,  he 
expressed  no  reluctance  to  embrace  the  jNxxfi^ 
sion  of  a  clergyman,  which  suited  well  enoiii^ 
with  the  habitual  personal  indolence  which  aome* 
times  attaches  to  speculative  dispositions.  He 
had  views,  to  speak  plainly,  (I  wish  they  were 
peculiar  to  himself,)  of  cultivaUng  the  gJ^  six 
days  in  the  week,  preaching  on  the  seventh  with 
due  regularity,  and  dining  with  som^  fat  frai^k-r 
lin  or  country  laird,  with  whom  he  could  smoke 
a  pipe  and  drink  a  tankard  after  dinner,  and  mix 
in  secret  conference  on  the  exhaustless  subject. 

Quid  faciunt  Istas  segetes. 

Now,  this  plan,  besides  that  it  indicated  nothing 
of  what  was  then  called  the  root  of  the  matter, 
implied  necessarily  the  possession  of  a  manse ;  and 
the  possession  of  a  manse  inferred  compliance 
with  the  doctrines  of  prelacy,  and  other  enormi- 
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tietofilie  dme.  There  was  some  question  boir 
hr  manse  and  glebe,  stipend,  victual,  and  mo^ 
■ej,  flight  hare  out^balanoed  the  good  Iady*s 
pnetfiiposition  towards  Presbytery ;  but  her  seal 
VIS  not  put  to  so  severe  a  triaL  She  died  before 
ha  son  bad  completed  his  studies,  leaving  her  af- 
flicted apoam  just  as  disconsolate  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected The  first  act  ofcddJasper^s  undivided  ad- 
AiiDistiatian  was  to  recal  his  son  fiom  Saint  An- 
drews, in  order  to  obtain  his  assistance  in  his  do- 
mestic labours.  And  here  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed that  our  Tiiptolemus,  summoned  to  carry 
into  practice  what  he  had  so  fondly  studied  in 
theory,  must  have  been,  to  use  a  simile  which 
he  would  have  thought  lively,  like  a  cow  entering 
upoo  a  clover  pvk.  Alas,  mistaken  thoughts, 
and  deceitful  hopes  of  mankind  1 

A  laughing  jdiilosopher,  the  Democritus  of  our 
day,  once  compared  human  life  toa  table  pierced 
with  a  number  of  holes,  each  of  which  has  a  pin 
made  exactly  to  fit  it,  but  which  pins  being  stuck 
ia  hastily,  and  without  selection,  chance  leads  in- 
cfitably  to  the  most  awkward  mistakes.  '^  For, 
how  often  doweaee,^  the  orator  pathetically  con- 


80  THE  PIRATE. 

eluded,—*^'  how  often,  I  say,  do  we  see  the  round 
man  stuck  into  the  three-cornered  hole  ?**  This 
new  illustration  of  the  vagaries  of  fortune  set  ereiy 
one  present  into  convuluons  of  laughter,  except* 
ing  one  fat  alderman,  who  seemed  to  make  the 
case  his  own,  and  insisted  that  it  was  no  jesting 
matter.  To  take  up  the  simile,  however,  which 
is  an  excellent  one,  it  is  plain  that  Triptolemus 
Yellowley  had  been  shaken  out  of  the  bag  at  least 
a  hundred  years  too  soon.  If  he  had  come  on  the 
stage  in  our  own  time,  that  is,  if  he  had  flourish- 
ed at  any  time  within  these  thirty  or  for^  years, 
he  could  not  have  missed  to  have  held  the  office 
of  vice-pre«dent  of  some  eminent  agricultural  so- 
dety,  and  to  have  transacted  all  the  business 
thereof  under  the  auspices  of  some  noble  duke  or 
lord,  who,  as  the  matter  might  happen,  either 
knew,  or  did  not  know,  the  difference  betwixt  a 
horse  and  a  cart,  and  a  cart-horse.  He  could  not 
have  missed  such  preferment,  for  he  was  exceeds 
dinglyleamedinail those  particulars,  which,^being 
of  no  consequence  in  actual  practice,  go  of  course 
a  great  way  to  constitute  the  character  of  a  con- 
noisseur in  any  art,  but  especially  in  agriculture* 
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Bot^aiiB !  Triptolemin  YeSkmlej  had,  as  we  aL 
ndy  have  hinted,  oome  into  the  world  at  least  a 
eentmj  too  soon ;  for,  instead  of  sitting  in  an  arm- 
cUr,  with  a  hammer  in  his  hand,  and  a  bumper 
of  jMtt  before  him,  giving  forth  the  toast,—- ^  To 
bcee£ng9  in  all  its  brandies,^  his  father  planted 
bimbetwixtthe  ^ts  of  a  plough,  and  invited  him 
togukle  the  oxen,  on  whose  beauties  he  would,  in 
our  day,  have  descanted,  and  whose  rumps  he 
would  not  have  goaded,  but  have  carved.  Old 
Jaqier  com{dained,  that  although  no  one  talked 
80  wdl  of  common  and  several,  wheat  and  rape, 
faDow  and  lea,  as  hb  learned  son,  (whom  he  al- 
ways called  Tolimus,)  yet,  *^  dang  it,^  added  the 
Seneca,  ^  nought  thrives  wi^  un-— nought  thrives 
wi'  un«^  It  was  still  worse,  when  Jasper,  beco- 
ming fiail  and  ancient,  was  obliged,  as  happened 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  gradually  to  yield  up 
the  reins  of  government  to  the  academical  neo- 
phjrte. 

As  if  Nature  had  meant  him  a  spite,  he  had 
got  one  of  the  dourest  and  most  imtractable  farms 
on  the  Meams,  to  try  conclusions  withal,  a  place 
which  seemed  to  yield  every  thing  but  what  the 

VOL.  I.  F 
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^kgrioultunst  wanted;  for  thare  were  plmty  <ff 
thistksy  which  indicates  dry  land ;  and  store  of 
£em,  which  is  said  to  intimate  deep  land ;  and 
nettles^  which  shew  where  Ume  hath  been  applied; 
anddeep  furrows  in  the  most  unlikely  spots,  which 
faitimated  that  it  had  been  cultivated  in  formet 
days  by  the  Peghts,  as  popular  tradition  bom 
There  was  also  plenty  of  stones  to  keepthe  ground 
warm,  according  to  the  creed  of  somefarmeiB,  and 
great  abundance  of  springs  to  render  it  oool  and 
sappy,  according  to  the  theory  of  others^  It  wiu» 
in  vain  that,  acting  alternately  on  these  opinions, 
poor  Triptolemus  endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of 
the  supposed  capabilities  of  the  soil.  No  kind  of 
butter  that  might  be  churned  could  be  made  to 
stick  upon  his  own  bread,  any  more  than  on  that 
of  poor  Tusser,  whose  Hundred  Pcnnts  o{  Grood 
Husbandry,  so  usefid  to  others  of  his  day,  w&ce 
never  to  himself  worth  as  many  pennies. 

In  fact,  excepting  an  hundred  acres  of  infield, 
to  which  old  Jasper  had  early  seen  the  necessity 
of  limiting  his  labours,  there  was  not  a  comer  of 
the  farm  fit  for  any  thbg  but  to  break  {do^gfa^ 
gnuth,  and  kill  cattie.    And  then,  as  f<Nr  the  part 
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wUcb  was  really  tilled  with  some  profit,  the  ez^ 
pence  of  the  fanning  establishment  of  Tiiptole- 
mH^  and  his  dispoation  to  experiment,  soon  got 
alof  any  good  arising  from  the  cultiTaticm  of  it 
*  The  carles  and  the  cart-ayers,^  he  confessed, 
irith  a  sg^  speaking  of  his  farm-senrants  and 
hovsei^  ^  make  it  all,  and  the  carles  and  cart^vers 
est  it  all;*  a condtision  which  might  sum  up  the 
fmr-book  ci  many  a  gentleman-fanner. 

Matters  'would  have  soon  been  brought  to  a 
dose  with  Triptcdemus  in  the  present  day.  He 
would  haTe  got  a  bank-credit,  manoravred  with 
wind-hills,  dashed  out  upon  a  large  scale,  and 
soon  have  seen  his  crop  and  stock  sequestrated 
by  die  Sheriff;  but  in  those  days  a  man  could 
not  ruin  himself  so  easily.  The  whole  Scottish 
tenantry  stood  upon  the  same  level -flat  of  pover- 
ty, so  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  find  any 
vantage  ground,  by  climbing  up  to  which  a  man 
migbt  have  an  opportunity  of  actually  breaking 
his  neck  with  some  eclat  They  were  pretty  much 
m  the  situation  of  people,  who,  being  totally  with- 
om  credit,  may  indeed  suffor  from  indigence,  but 
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cannot  poflsibly  become  bankrupt  Besides^  not- 
withstanding the  failure  of  Triptolemu8*s  pro- 
jectS)  there  was  to  be  balanced  against  the  expen- 
diture which  they  occasioned,  all  the  savings 
which  the  extreme  economy  of  his  sister  Barbara 
oould  effect ;  and  in  truth  her  exertions  were  won- 
derful. She  might  have  realized,  if  any  one  could, 
the  idea  of  the  learned  philosopher,  who  pro- 
nounced that  sleeping  was  a  fancy,  and  eating 
but  a  habit,  and  who  appeared  to  the  world  to 
have  renounced  both,  until  it  was  unhap|nly  dis- 
covered  that  he  had  an  intrigue  with  the  oook* 
midd  of  the  family,  who  indemnified  him  for  his 
privations  by  giving,  him  private  entree  to  the 
larder,  and  to  a  share  of  her  own  couch.  But  no 
such  deceptions  were  practised  by  Barbara  Yel- 
lowley.  She  was  up  early,  and  down  late,  and 
seemed,  toherover-watchedand  over-tasked  maid- 
ens, to  be  as  wikerife  as  the  cat  herself.  Then,  for 
eating,  it  appeared  that  the  air  was  a  banquet  to 
her,  and  she  would  fmn  have  made  it  so  to  her  re- 
tinue. Her  brother,  who  besides  being  lazy  in  his 
person,  was  somewhat  luxurious  in  his  appetite^ 
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then  have  tasted  a  mouth- 
fill  of  animal  food,  were  it  but  to  know  how  his 
Aup  were  fed  off;  but  a  proposal  to  eat  a  child 
ooold  not  hare  startled  Mistress  Barbara  more ; 
and,  being  of  a  compliant  and  easy  disposition, 
Tnptolemus  reconciled  himself  to  the  necessity 
of  a  perpetual  Lent,  too  happy  when  he  could 
get  a  scrap  of  butter  to  his  oaten  cake,  or  (as 
they  fived  oo  the  banks  of  the  Eske)  escape  the 
daily  necesei^  of  eating  salmon,  whether  in  or 
out  of  season,  six  days  out  of  the  seven. 

But  although  Mrs  Barbara  brought  &ithf ully 
to  the  joint  stock  all  savings  which  her  awful 
powers  of  economy  accomplished  to  scrape  to- 
gether, and  although  the  dower  of  their  mother 
was  by  degrees  expended,  or  nearly  so,  in  aid- 
ing them  upon  extreme  occasions,  the  term  at 
length  approached  when  it  seemed  impossible 
that  they  could  sustain  the  conflict  any  loi^;er 
sgainst  the  evil  star  of  TriptcJemus,  as  he  called 
it  himself,  or  the  natural  result  of  his  absurd  spe- 
culaticms,  as  it  was  termed  by  others.  Luckily 
at  this  sad  crias,  a  god  jumped  down  to  their  re- 
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lief  out  of  a  machkie.  In  plain  English,  the  aoUe 
lord,  who  owned  their  farm,  arriTed  at  his  nuA- 
sion-house  in  tbea  neighbourhood,  with  his  coadi 
and  six  and  his  running  footmen,  in  the  fuH 
splendour  of  the  serenteenth  century. 

This  person  of  quality  was  the  son  c^  the  no- 
bleman who  had  brought  the  ancient  Jasper  iiu 
to  the  country  from  Yorkshire,  and  he  was,  like 
his  £BUher,  a  fandful  and  scheming  man.  He 
had  schemed  well  for  himself,  however,  amid  the 
mutations  of  the  time,  having  obtained  for  a  oer« 
tain  period  of  years,  the  adminbtration  of  the  re- 
mote islands  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  for  pay. 
ment  of  a  certain  rent,  with  the  right  of  making 
the  most  of  whatever  was  the  property  or  revenue 
of  the  crown  in  these  districts,  under  the  title  of 
Lord  ChamberlauQL  Now,  his  lordship  had  be- 
come possessed  with  a  notion,  in  itself  a  very  true 
one,  that  much  might  be  done  to  render  this  grant 
aviulable,  by  improving  the  culture  of  the  crown 
lands,  both  in  Orkney  and  Zetland ;  and  then, 
having  some  acquaintance  with  our  friend  Trip- 
tolemus,  he  thought  (rather  less  happily)  that  he 
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oij^  prove  a  penon  capable  of  furtheriDg  hit 
iriifiini  He  sent  for  him  to  the  great  Hall- 
hoQK,  and  waa  so  much  edified  by  the  way  in 
lUeh  our  friend  laid  down  the  law  upon  everf 
ghren  subject,  that  be  ioft  no  tame  in  securing 
die  OMipoation  of  so  valudble  an  assistmt. 

The  tenna  were  anai^ed  much  to  the  mind 
of  Tiiptolemus,  wbo  had  already  been  taught, 
bymanyyesneiperienoe^adark  scvtof  notion^ 
that  without  undervaluing  or  doobtiiig  for  a  mi>. 
ment  Ins  own  skill,  it  would  be  quite  as  well  that 
almost  all  the  trouUe  and  risk  should  be  at  the 
ezpenoe  of  his  onployer.  Indeed  the  hopes  of 
advantage  which  he  held  out  to  his  patron  were 
so  oonadersble^  that  the  Lord  Chamberiain  drop- 
ped evEiy  idea  of  admitting  his  dependent  into 
any  diare  of  the  expected  profits ;  for,  rude  ta 
die  arts  of  agriculture  were  in  Scotland,  they 
were  fiff  superior  to  those  known  and  practised 
in  the  r^^ions  <^  Thule,  and  Triptolemua  Yel* 
lowky  eonedted  lumself  to  be  possessed  of  a 
d^ree  of  insight  into  these  mysteries,  far  supe- 
rior to  what  was  possessed  or  practised  in  the 
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Meams.  The  improveHient,  therefore,  which  was 
to  be  expected,  would  bear  a  double  proportioD, 
and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  was  to  reap,  all  the 
profit,  deducting  a  handsome  salary  for  his  stew- 
ard, Yellowley,  together  with  the  accommodatioa 
of  a  house  and  domestic  farm,  for  the  support  of 
his  family.  Joy  seized  the  heart  of  Mistress  Bar- 
bara, at  hearing  this  happy  termination  of  what 
threatened  to  be  so  very  bad  an  affiur  as  their 
lease  of  Cauldshouthers.. 

^'  If  we  cannot,^  she  said,  ^^  provide  for  our 
own  house,  when  all  is  coming  in,  and  nothing 
going  out,  surely  we  must  be  worse  than  infi- 
dels.'' 

Triptolemus  was  a  busy  man  for  some  time, 
huffing  and  puffing,  and  eating  and  drinking  in 
every  change-house,  while  he  ordered  and  collect- 
ed together  proper  implements  of  agriculture,  to 
be  used  by  the  natives  of  these  devoted  islands, 
whose  destinies  were  menaced  with  this  formi- 
dable change.  Strange  tools  these  would  be,  if 
presented  before  a  mddem  agricultural  society ; 
but  every  thing  is  relative,  nor  could  the  heavy 


.  TH£  PIEATE.  gg 

cm-Joad  of  tUBba*,  called  the  old  Scotch  plough, 
«cm  more  strange  to  a  Scottish  fanner  of  this 
premt  day,  than  the  conlets  and  casques  of  the 
aiUiers  of  Cortes  might  seem  to  a  regiment  of  our 
aJdiers.  Yet  the  latter  conquered  Mexico,  and 
undoubtedly  the  former  would  have  been  a  spl^i- 
£d  improrement  cm  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
Hide. 

We  have  never  been  able  to  learn  why  Trip- 
tolemus  preferred  fixing  his  residence  in  Zetland, 
to  becoming  an  inhabitant  of  the  Orkneys.  Per- 
h^  he  thought  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  Ar- 
chipelago the  more  simple  and  docile  of  the  two 
kindred  tribes ;  or  perhaps  he  preferred  the  si- 
tuatioQ  of  the  house  and  farm,  which  he  himself 
was  to  occupy f  (which  was  indeed  a  tolerable 
one,)  as  preferable  to  that  which  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  have  had  upon  Pomona,  so  the 
main  island  of  the  Orkneys  is  entitled.  At  Har- 
fia,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  Stour-Brugh, 
iiom  the  remains  of  a  Pictish  fort,  which  was  al- 
most close  to  the  mansion-house,  the  factor  set. 
tied  himself,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  authority. 
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detennined  to  honour  the  name  he  bore  by  his 
exertions,  in  precept  and  example,  to  civilise  the 
Zetiaaders^and  improvetheirvery  confined  kncm^ 
ledge  in  the  primary  arts  of  human  life. 


n 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  vind  blev  ken  fiae  north  and 

It  fakv  opoo  the  floQc 
Quo*  oar  gaadmm  to  our  goodwife, 

**  Get  vp  ad  har  the  dooB.** 

**■  My  httid  if  ID  my  bouaewifie  ffcep, 

Goodman,  m  ye  may  tee; 
If  it  AwiMna  be  berr*d  this  hnndztd  yeuif 

It*f  no  be  bazrM  for  me." 

Old  Song. 


We  GUI  only  iMpe  that  the  gentle  reader  has 
not  foood  the  latter  part  of  the  last  chaptor  ex- 
tremely tedious ;  but,  at  any  rate,  his  impatience 
will  scarce  equal  that  of  young  Mordaunt  Mer. 
toun,  who,  while  the  Ugfatning  came  flash  after 
flash,  while  the  wind,  Teering  and  shifting  from 
point  to  point,  blew  with  all  the  fury  of  a  hur- 
lieane,  and  while  the  rain  was  dashed  agiunst  him 
io  deluges,  stood  hammering,  calling,  and  roar- 
ing at  the  door  of  the  oM  Place  of  Harfra,  impa- 
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tient  for  admittance,  and  at  a  loss  to  concave  any 
position  of  existing  circumstances,  which  could  oc- 
casion the  exclusion  of  a  stranger,  especially  du- 
ring such  horrible  weather.  At  length,  finding 
his  noise  and  vociferation  were  equally  in  vain,  he 
fell  back  so  far  from  the  front  of  the  house  as  was 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  reconnoitre  the  chim- 
neys ;  and  amidst  *^  storm  and  shade,*"  could  dis- 
cover, to  the  increase  of  his  dismay,  that  though 
noon,  then  the  dinner  hour  of  these  islands,  was 
now  nearly  arrived,  there  was  no  smoke  proceed- 
ing from  the  tunnels  of  the  vents  to  give  any  note 
of  preparation  within. 

Mordaunf  s  wrathful  impatience  was  now  chan- 
ged into  sympathy  and  alarm ;  for  so  long  accus- 
tomed to  the  exuberant  hospitality  of  the  Zet- 
land islands,  he  was  immediately  induced  to  sup« 
pose  some  strange  and  unaccountable  disaster  had 
befallen  the  family,  and  forthwith  set  himself  to 
discover  some  place  at  which  he  could  make  for- 
cible entry,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  situation  of 
the  inmates,  as  much  as  to  obtain  shelter  from  the 
still  increasing  storm.  His  present  anxiety  was, 
however,  as  much  thrown  away  as  his  late  clamor- 
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ous  importunities  for  admittance  had  been.  Trip, 
tolemus  and  his  sister  had  heard  the  whole  alarm 
without,  and  had  already  had  a  sharp  dispute  an 
tbe  propriety  of  opening  the  door. 

Mrs  Baby,  as  we  have  described  her,  was  no 
wil&ng  Tenderer  of  the  rites  of  hospitality.     In 
thdr  farm  of  Cauldshouthers,  in  the  Meams,  die 
had  been  the  dread  and  abhorrence  of  all  gaber- 
loDzie  men,  and  travelling  packmen,  gypaes,  long 
Rmembered  b^gars,  and  so  forth ;  nor  was  there 
OBeof  them  so  wily,  as  she  used  to  boast,  as  could 
ever  say  they  had  heard  the  clink  of  her  sneck. 
Id  Zetland,  where  the  new  settlers  were  yet  stran- 
gers  to  the  extreme  honesty  and  simplicity  of  all 
dasses,  suspidon  and  fear  joined  with  frugality  in 
her  desire  to  exclude  all  wandering  guests  of  un- 
ootain  character;  and  the  second  of  these  mo- 
tives had  its  effect  on  Triptolemus  himself,  who, 
though  neither  suspicious  nor  penurious,  knew 
good  people  were  scarce,  good  farmers  scarcer, 
and  had  a  reasonable  share  of  that  wisdom  which 
looks  towards  self-preservation  as  the  first  law  of 
nature.  These  hints  may  serve  as  a  commentary 
on  the  following  dialogue  which  took  place  be-> 
twixt  the  brother  and  sister. 
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^  Now  good  be  gracious  to  us,^  said  Triptole* 
musy  as  he  sate  thumbing  his  old  school-copy  of 
VirgU,  '^  here  is  a  pure  day  £(x  the  bear  seed  i-^ 
Well  spoke  the  wise  Mantiian— f^n/w  mrgetM* 
iitf — -and  then  the  groans  of  the  moutitaiDs,  and 
thelongresoundingshores— -but  whereas  the  wodd% 
Baby  ?  tell  me,  I  say,  where  we  shall  find  the  ne» 
momm  murmur^  sister  Baby,  in  these  new  seats 
of  ours  ?" 

^*  WhaCs  your  foolish  will  ?^  said  Baby,  pop> 
ping  her  head  from  out  of  a  dark  recess  in  the 
kitchen,  where  she  was  busy  about  some  name- 
less deed  of  housewifery. 

Her  brother,  who  had  addressed  himself  to  hex 
more  from  habit  than  intention,  no  sooner  saw  her 
sharp  red  nose,  keen  grey  eyes,  with  the  sharp 
features  thereunto  conforming,  shaded  by  the 
flaps  of  the  loose  toy  which  depended  on  each  ode 
of  her  eager  face,  than  he  bethought  himself  that 
lus  query  was  like  to  find  little  acceptation  firom 
her,  and  therefore  stood  another  volley  befiore  he 
would  resume  the  topic. 

"  I  say,  Mr  Yellowley,"  said  sister  Baby,  oo- 
ming  into  the  middle  of  die  room,  ^<  what  for  are 
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ye  crjiii^  oo  me,  and  me  in  the  midft  of  m j 
booaewife  skep  ?* 

^  NsjTy  (or  nothing  at  all^  Babjr,^  answered 
TripColemua,  '^  saTing  that  I  was  sajring  to  my- 
self that  here  we  had  the  sea,  and  the  wind,  and 
the  rain  sufficient  enough,  but  wbere'*8  the  wood  ? 
whereas  the  wood.  Baby,  answer  me  that?** 

^  The  wood?**  answered  Baby— ^  Were  I  no 
to  take  better  caie  of  the  wood  than  you,  brother, 
there  would  ff>on  be  no  more  wood  about  the  town 
than  the  barber's  block  that^s  on  your  own  should- 
ers, Tiiplolemus.  Ifye  be  thinking  of  the  wreck- 
wood  that  the  Gallants  brought  in  yesterday,  there 
was  six  unces  ci  it  gaed  to  bcni  your  parritch  this 
mormng  ;  though,  I  trow,  a  carefu^  man  wad  haTe 
ta'^en  dnunmock,  if  breakfast  he  behoved  to  hare^ 
rather  than  waste  baith  mdtith  and  fuel  in  the 
same  morning.** 

^  That  is  to  say.  Baby,**  replied  Triptolemus, 
.  who  was  somewhat  of  a  dry  joker  in  his  wqr^ 
^  that  when  we  have  fire  we  are  not  to  have 
ibod,  and  when  we  have  food  we  are  not  to  have 
fire,  these  being  too  great  blessings  to  enjoy  both 
in  the  same  day.    Good  luck,  you  do  not  propose 
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we  should  starve  with  cold  and  starve  with  hun- 
ger unico  conkxtu.  But  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
I  could  never  away  with  raw  oatmeal,  slockened 
with  water,  in  all  my  life.  Call  it  drammock,  or 
crowdie,  or  just  what  ye  list,  my  vivers  must 
thole  fire  and  water.^ 

"  The  mair  gowk  you,''  ssdd  Baby  ;  "  can  ye 
not  make  your  brose  of  the  Sunday,  and  sup 
them  caiild  on  the  Monday,  since  ye're  sae  dainty  ? 
Mony  is  the  fairer  face  than  yours  that  has  lick- 
ed the  lip  after  such  a  cogfu'.*** 

^^  Mercy  on  us,  sister  r  said  Triptolemus ; 
<^  at  this  rate,  iCs  a  finished  field  with  me— I 
must  unyoke  the  pleugh,  and  lie  down  to  wait 
for  the  dead-thraw.  Here  is  that  in  this  house 
wad  hold  all  Zetland  in  meal  for  a  twelvemonth, 
and  ye  grudge  a  cogfu'  of  warm  parritch  to  me, 
that  has  sic  a  charge.'' 

"  Whishu— hold  your  silly  clavering  tongue,^ 
said  Baby,  looking  round  with  apprehension-— 
'^  ye  are  a  wise  man  to  speak  of  what  is  in  the 
house,  and  a  fitting  man  to  have  the  charge  of 
it.— Hark,  as  I  live  by  bread,  I  hear  a  tapping 
at  the  outer  yett." 

10 
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^  Ga  and  cfpen  it  then,  Babj,^  said  her  brou 
ther,  gUd  at  any  thing  that  promised  to  interrupt 
tbe&pate. 

''Go and  open  it,  said  heT  echoed  Baby,  half 
tagrjj  htU  friglitened,  and  half  triumphant,  at 
die  sopeiiaritj  of  her  understanding  over  that  of 
lier  brother—^*  Go  and  open  it,  said  you,  indeed? 
-^  it  to  lend  robbers  a  chance  to  take  all  that  is 
m  the  house  r* 

^  Bobbers  f*  echoed  Triptolemus  in  his  turn ; 
**  there  are  no  more  robbers  in  this  country  than 
there  are  lambs  at  Youle.  I  tell  you,  as  I  have 
tdd  you  an  hundred  times,  there  are  no  High- 
landmen  to  harry  us  here.  This  is  a  land  of 
qmet  and  honesty.    OJbrtumUi  nimium  r 

^  And  what  good  is  Saint  Rinian  to  do  ye, 
Tolemus  ?^  said  his  aster,  mistaking  the  quota* 
tioD  for  a  Catholic  invocation.  ^^  Besides,  if  there 
be  no  Highlandmen,  there  may  be  as  bad.  I  saw 
MX  or  seven  aa  ill-looking  cbields  gang  past  the 
plaoe  yesterday,  as  ever  came  frae  beyont  Cloch- 
oa-ben ;  illfa'*red  tools  they  had  in  their  hands, 
whaafing  kmves  they  ca^ed  them,  but  they  looked 
as  fike  wfaii^rs  as  ae  bit  aim  can  look  like  an*. 

VOL.  I.  G 
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ither.    There  is  nae  honest  men  carry  aocan 
toolfl.^ 

Here  the  knocking  and  shouts  of  Mordaunt 
were  yery  audible  betwixt  every  swell  of  the  hor- 
rible blast  whidi  was  careering  without.  The 
brother  and  sbter  looked  at  each  other  in  real 
perplexity  and  fear.  ^^  If  they  have  heard  of  the 
fliller,^  said  Baby,  her  very  nose  changing  with 
terror  from  red  to  blue,  ^^  we  are  but  gane  folks.^ 

*'  Who  speaks  now,  when  they  should  hcILd 
thdr  peace  ?'^  said  Triptolemus.  ^'  Ciro  to  the 
shoUwindow  instantly,  and  see  how  many  th^ie 
are  of  them,  while  I  load  the  old  Spanish-barreUed 
duck-gun-— go  as  if  you  were  stepping  on  new- 
laid  eggs.^ 

Baby  crept  to  the  window,  and  reported  that 
she  saw  only  '<  one  young  chield,  clattering  and 
roaring  as  gin  he  were  daft  How  many  there 
might  be  out  of  sight,  she  could  not  say.* 

*^  Out  of  sight !— nonsense,*  said  Triptolemus, 
laying  a^de  the  ramrod  with  which  he  was  load- 
ing the  piece,  with  a  trembling  hand.  <'  I  will 
warrant  them  out  of  sight  and  hearing  both-<4h]s 

is  some  pocs:  fellow  catched  in  the  tempest,  wants 
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die  shelter  of  our  roof^  and  a  little  refreshment 
Open  the  door.  Baby,  it^s  a  Christian  deed.^ 

*^  But  is  it  a  Christian  deed  of  him  to  oomein 
at  tile  window  thai  F*  said  Baby,  setting  up  a 
most  doleful  shriek,  as  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  who 
had  forced  open  one  of  the  windows,  leaped  down 
into  the  i^MOlment,  dripping  with  water  like  a 
ri^er  god.  Triptolemus,  in  great  tribulation, 
presented  the  gun  which  he  bad  not  yet  loaded, 
while  the  intruder  exclaimed,  ^^  Hold,  hold— 
what  the  devil  mean  you  by  keeping  your  doors 
bohed  in  weather  like  this,  and  lereDing  your  gmi 
at  folk^'s  heads  as  you  would  at  a  sealgh'*s  P* 

^  And  who  are  you,  friend,  and  what  want 
you  r*  said  Triptolemus,  lowering  the  butt  of  his 
gun  to  the  Boor  as  he  spoke,  and  so  recovering 
his  arms. 

^  What  do  I  want  T  said  Mordaunt ;  <<  I 
want  erery  thing— I  want  meat,  drink,  and  fire, 
a  bed  for  the  night,  and  a  sheltie  for  to-moirow 
morning  to  carry  me  to  Jarlshof.^ 

^  And  you  said  there  were  nae  caterans  or 
aomers  here  ?^  said  Baby  to  the  agriculturist,  re- 
proachfully.    ^  Heard  ye  ever  a  breekless  loon 
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ftae  Lochaber  tell  his  mind  and  his  errand  nuar 
deftly  ?— *Come,  come,  friend,^  she  added,  ad- 
dressing herself  to  Mordaunt,  *<  put  up  your 
pipes  and  gang  your  gait;  this  is  the  house  of  his 
Xxirdship^s  factor,  and  no  place  of  resett  for  thig- 
gers  or  somers.^ 

.  Mordaunt  laughed  in  her  face  at  the  ampli* 
city  of  the  request  '^  Leave  built  walls,^  he  said, 
^'  and  in  such  a  tempest  as  this  ?  What  take  you 
me  for  ?— -a  gannet  or  a  scarf  do  you  think  I 
am,  that  your  clappng  your  hands  and  skirling  at 
me  like  a  mad  woman,  should  drive  mefinm  the 
shelter  into  the  storm  P^ 

^^  And  so  you  propose,  young  man,^  said  Trip- 
tolemus,  gravely,  ^^  to  stay  in  my  house,  xndena 
nofen#— that  is,  whether  we  will  or  no  ?^ 

**  Will  r*  said  Mordaunt ;  "  what  right  have 
you  to  will  any  thing  about  it  ?  Do  you  not  hear 
the  thunder  ?  Do  you  not  hear  the  jain  ?  Do 
you  not  see  the  lightning?  And  do  you  not 
know  this  is  the  only  house  within  I  wot  not  how 
many  miles  ?  Come,  my  good  master  and  dame, 
this  may  be  Scottish  j^esting,  but  it  sounds  strange 
in  Zetland  ears.     You  have  let  out  the  fire  too^ 


TH£  PIftATB.  101 

mid  mj  teeth  are  dancing  a  jig  in  my  head  wiA 
cxU;  but  ni  8000  put  that  to  rights.** 

He  Msed  the  fire4ong8,  raked  together  the 
enAen  upon  the  hearth,  broke  up  into  life  the 
gidienng-peat  whidi  the  hostess  had  caicuhtted 
should  have  preserved  the  seeds  of  fire,  without 
grring  them  forth,  for  many  hours ;  then  casting 
his  eje  round,  saw  in  a  comer  the  stock  of  drift* 
wood,  wUch  Mistress  Baby  had  served  forth  by 
ounces,  and  tnuiaf(hrred  two  or  three  logs  of  it  at 
once  to  the  hearth,  which,  conscious  of  such  utt* 
wonted  supply,  began  to  transmit  to  the  chimney 
such  a  smoke  as  had  not  issued  from  the  Place  of 
ftarfra  for  many  a  day. 

YHule  their  nninvited  guest  was  thus  making 
himself  at  home.  Baby  kept  edging  and  jogging 
the  factor  to  turn  out  the  intruder.  But  for  this 
undertakii^,  Triptolemus  Ydk)wley  felt  nether 
courage  nor  zeal,  nor  did  circumstances  seem  at 
all  to  warrant  the  favourable  conclusion  of  any 
fray  in  which  he  might  enter  with  the  young 
stnmger.  The  sonewy  limbs  and  graceful  form 
of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  were  se^i  to  great  advan* 
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tage  in  hk  nmple  sea-dress ;  and  with  his  dark 
sparkling  eye,  finely  formed  head,  animated  fiea- 
tures,  dose  curled  dark  hair,  and  bold  free  looks, 
the  stranger  formed  a  very  strong  contrast  with 
the  host  on  whom  he  had  intruded  himself*  Trip- 
tcdemus  was  a  short,  clumsy,  duck-legged  dis- 
dple  of  Ceres,  whose  bottle-nose^  turned  up  and 
handsomdy  coppered  at  the  extremity,  seemed 
to  intimate  something  of  an  occasional  treaty  with 
Bacchus.    It  was  like  to  be  no  equal  mellay  be- 
twixt persons  of  such  unequal  form  and  strength ; 
and  the  difference  betwixt  twenty  and  fifty  years 
was  nothing  in  favour  of  the  weaker  party.   So- 
ndes, the  &ctoT  was  an  honest  good-natured  fel« 
low  at  bottom,  and  being  soon  satisfied  that  his 
guest  had  no  other  views  than  those  of  obtaining 
refuge  from  the  stonn,  it  would,  despite  his  na. 
ter^s  instigations,  have  been  his  last  act  to  deny 
a  boon  so  reasonable  and  necessary  to  a  youth 
whose  exterior  was  so  prepossessing.     He  stood, 
therefore,  considering  how  be  could  most  grace- 
fully glide  into  the  character  of  the  hospitable 
landbrd^  out  of  that  of  the  churlish  defender  of 
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Ub  Aamearic  castle,  against  an  unautlKHJsed  in* 
tranoBy  when  Baby,  who  had  stood  appalled  at 
die  cAliemci  ftmiliwity  of  the  stranger's  address 
mi  ifcmMniwir, now  spoke  up  £or  hcrsdtfl  ^Mj 
tiodk^  lad,*"  said  she  to  Motdaun^  ^  ye  aie  no 
blate,  to  liig^t  oo  at  that  mle^  and  the  best  of 
wood  too— oane  of  yoturshamey  peats,  butgood 
aik  timber^  nae  less  maun  serve  ye  1^ 

^  Yoa  come  ligfatly  by  it,  dame,^  said  Mor- 
dannt,  caieteasly ;  ^'  and  you  should  not  grudge 
die  fize  what  the  sea  gives  you  for  nothing.— 
These  good  ribs  of  oak  did  their  last  duty  upon 
earth  and  ocean  when  they  could  hold  no  longer 
togethor  under  the  brave  hearts  that  manned  the 
bark."* 

''  And  thatiB  true,  too,^  said  the  old  woman^ 
aoftemi^—- ''  this  maun  be  awsome  weather  by 
aea.  Sit  down  and  warm  ye,  once  the  sticks  ore 
aJow.'' 

''  Ay,  ay,^  said  Triptolemus,  <^  it  is  a  plea- 
me  lo  see  siocan  a  bonny  bleeze.  I  have  na  seen 
the  fike  o\  since  I  left  Cauldacres.^ 

**  And  shall  na  see  the  like  o^t  again  in  ahur- 
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ly,*  laid  Baby,  **  unless  the  house  take  fire,'  or 
t^peie  suld  be  a  ooal-heugh  found  out,^ 

<<  And  wherefore  should  not  there  be  a  eoal* 
h^ilgh  found  out  P^  said  the  factor,  triumphaiitljF 
-^^*  I  say,  wh^iefore  should  not  a  coal-heugfa  be 
£mnd  cAit  in  Zetland  as  well  as  in  Fife,  now  diat 
tkie  ChaBlberlain  has  a  far-sighted  and  discMei 
man  upon  the  spot  to  nudLe  the  necessary  pei^ 
quisitionft?  They  are  buth  fiahiog-statioQi,  I 

^<  I  teU  you  what  it  is,  Tcdemus  Ydlowley^^ 
answered  his  sister,  who  had  practical  reasons  to. 
fcAT  of  her  brother'^s  opening  upon  any  fiilse 
soent,  <<  if  you  promise  my  Lofd  sae  many  of 
these  bonnie  wallies,  we^ll  no  be  weel  hafted  here 
before  we  are  found  out  and  set  a  trotting  again. 
If  ane  was  to  qieak  to  ye  about  a  gold  mine,  I 
ken  weel  wha  would  promise  he  sqld  have  Por-, 
tugal  pieces  clinking  in  his  pouch  before  the  year 
gaed  by.*" 

^<  And  why  suld  I  not  ?^  said  Triptolemvs-^ 
**  may  be  your  head  does  not  know  there  is  m 
land  hi  Orkney  called  Ophir,  or  something  ^ery 
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like  It;  and  wherefore  might  not  SolomcMi,  the 
wite  king  of  the  Jews,  have  sent  thither  his  shipa 
and  bit  senrants  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  t»« 
kaCs?  I  hope  he  knew  best  where  to  go  or  send, 
sad  Ihope  you  believe  in  your  Bible,  Baby  F* 

Baby  was  silenced  by  an  appeal  to  Scripture, 
howerer  mal4i^propoiy  and  only  answered  by  an 
inarticulate  humph  of  incredulity  or  scorn,  while 
her  bfother  went  on  addressing  Mordaunt.— 
^  Yes,  you  shall  all  of  you  see  what  a  change 
shall  coin  introduce,  even  into  such  an  unpiO|n* 
tious  country  as  yours.  Ye  have  not  heard  of  cop. 
per,  I  warAnt,  or  of  iron-stone,  in  these  islands 
neitharF**  Mordaunt  said  he  had  beard  there  was 
copper  near  the  Cliffs  of  Konigsburgh.  *^  Ay, 
and  a  copper  scum  is  found  on  the  Loch  of  Swa- 
ns too,  young  man.  But  the  youngest  of  you, 
doubtless^  thinks  himself  a  match  for  such  as  I 


Baby,  who  during  all  this  while  had  been  close- 
ly and  accurately  reconncntering  the  youtb^s  per- 
son, now  interposed  in  a  manner  by  her  brother 
totally  unexpected*  *^  Ye  had  mair  need,  Mf 
Yellowley,  to  give  the  young  man  some  dry 
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clothes,  and  to  see  about  getting  s(Hnething  for 
him  to  eat,  than  to  sit  there  bleezing  away  with 
jour  lang  tales,  as  if  the  weather  were  not  windy 
enow  without  your  help;  and  maybe  the  lad  would 
drink  some  bland,  or  sicklike,  if  ye  had  the  grace 
to  ask  him.^ 

While  Triptolemus  stood  astonidied  at  sudi  a 
proposal,  considering  the  quarter  it  came  from, 
Mordaunt  answered,  he  <*  would  be  voy  glad  to 
have  dry  clothes,  but  b^ged  to  be  excused  from 
drinking  until  he  had  eaten  somewhat^ 

Triptolemus  accordingly  conducted  him  into 
another  apartment,  and  accommodating  him  with 
a  change  of  dress,  left  him  to  his  arrangements, 
while  he  himself  returned  to  the  kitdien,  much 
puzzled  to  account  for  his  sbter^s  unusual  fit  of 
hosjntality.  *<  She  must  htfey^*  he  sud,  ^^  and 
in  that  case  has  not  long  to  live,  and  though  I  fall 
hor  to  her  tocher-good,  I  am  sorry  for  it;  for  she 


*  When  a  person  changes  his  condition  suddenly^  as 
when  a  miser  becomes  liberal^  or  a  churl  good-humouxed^ 
bs  k  said,  in  Soots^  to  he  fey;  that  is^  predestined  to 
speedy  deaths  of  which  such  mutations  of  humour  axere« 
cdved  as  a  sore  indication. 


fan  held  the  hfNMe-gear  well  Uigetlier— drmwn  the 
gMi  ofcr  tight  it  raaybe  now  and  then,  but  the 
addle  nts  the  better.^ 

When  Triptolennis  returned  to  the  kitchen, 
he  found  his  suspidans  ccMifinned,  for  his  aister 
was  m  the  de^iemte  action  of  consigning  to  die 
pot  a  naoked  gooae,  whidi,  with  others  of  the 
anne  tribe^  had  long  hung  in  the  large  diinuiejr, 
mottciiflg  to  hendf  at  the  nme  time^— ^  It 
nannbeeaten  sune  or  sjme,  and  what  for  no  by 
the  puir  callant.^ 

^  What  is  this  of  it,  sister^  nid  Triptoie. 
mus.  ^  Yon  have  on  the  girdle  and  the  pot  at 
aDoe.    What  day  is  this  wi^  you  r* 

^  £;*en  such  a  day  as  the  loraelites  had  beside 
die  flesh-pots  of  Egypt,  billie  Triptolemus;  but 
je  little  ken  wfaaye  have  in  your  house  this  blees- 
edday.^ 

<<  Troth,  and  little  I  do  ken,"  said  Triptoie. 
mns,  **  as  little  as  I  would  ken  the  naig  I  nevor 
saw  before.  I  would  take  the  lad  for  a  yagger, 
but  he  has  rather  ower  good  havings,  and  he 
hasnopack«" 
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^^  Ye  ken  as  little  as  ane  of  your  ain  Ints  of 
nout,  man,^  retorted  sister  Baby ;  ^^  if  ye  ken  na 
him,  do  ye  ken  Tronda  Dronsdaughter  ?^ 

'<  Tronda  Dronsdaughter  ?^  echoed  Triptqle- 
mus— ^^  how  should  I  but  ken  her,  what  I  pay 
her  twal  pennies  Scots  by  the  day,  for  workiog  in 
the  house  here  ?  I  trow  she  works  as  if  the  thii^ 
burned  her  fingers.  I  had  better  giye  a  Soots  kas 
a  groat  of  EngUsh  siller.'" 

*^  And  that^s  the  maist  sensible  wcnrd  ye  haye 
sud  this  blessed  morning. — Weel,  but  Tronda 
kens  this  lad  weel,  and  she  has  often  spdke  to  me 
about  him.  They  call  his  father  the  Silent  Man 
of  Sumburgh,  and  they  say  he^s  uncanny.^ 

<<  Hout,  hout-— >nonsense,  nonsense— they  are 
aye  at  sic  trash  as  that,^  said  the  brother,  **  when 
you  want  a  day^s  wark  out  of  them— -they  have 
stepped  ower  the  tangs,  or  they  have  met  an  un* 
canny  body,  or  they  ha^e  turned  about  the  boat 
against  the  sun,  and  then  there^s  nought  to  be 
done  that  day.^ 

"  Weel,  weel,  brother,  ye  are  so  wise,**:  said 
Baby,  ^^  because  ye  knapped  Latin  at  Saint  An- 
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diews;  and  can  your  lair  tell  me  thai  what  the 
hd  has  itmnd  bis  halse  IT 

"  A  Barcelona  naplun,  as  wet  as  a  dishdout, 
and  I  have  just  lent  him  one  of  my  own  orer- 
hp^  latd  Triptolemus. 

^  A  Baiodona  napkin  T  said  Baby,  elevating 
ber  voioe,  and  then  suddenly  lowering  it,  as  from 
apprehension  of  being  overheard — ^^  I  say  agold 
chain.^ 

^  A  gold  chain  T  said  Triptolemus. 

<*  In  troth  is  it,  hinny ;  and  how  like  you  that  ? 
The  folk  say  here,  as  Tronda  tells  me,  that  the 
King  of  the  Drows  gave  it  to  his  father,  the  Si* 
kot  Man  of  Sumburgh.'^ 

**  I  wish  you  would  speak  sense,  or  be  the  n- 
lent  woman,^  stid  Triptolemus.  **  The  upshot 
of  it  all  is,  then,  that  this  ]ad  is  the  rich  stran- 
ger^s  son,  and  that  you  are  giving  him  the  goose 
you  were  to  keep  till  Michaelmas.'*' 

^  Troth,  brother,  we  maun  do  something  for 
6od*s  sake,  and  to  make  friends ;  and  the  lad,^ 
sdded  Baby,  (for  even  she  was  not  altogether 
above  the  prejudices  of  her  sex  in  favour  of  out- 
ward form,)  ^*  has  a  fair  face  of  his  ain."** 
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^<  Ye  would  have  let  many  a  fair  face,^  said 
Triptolemus,  <^  pass  the  door  pining,  if  it  had  sot 
been  for  the  gold  chain.^ 

**  Nae  doubt,  nae  doubt,^  replied  Barbara; 
«  ye  wad  not  have  me  waste  our  substance  on 
every  thiggeror  somer  that  has  the  luck  t6  come 
by  the  door  in  a  wet  day  ?  but  this  lad  has  a  fair 
and  a  wide  name  in  the  country,  and  Tronda  says 
he  is  to  be  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  rich  udal- 
ler,  Magnus  Troil,  and  the  maniage-di^is  to  be 
fisied  whenever  he  mdces  dioice  (set  him  up)  be- 
tween the  t  wa  lasses;  and  so  it  wad  be  as  much  as 
our  good  name,  and  our  quiet  is  worth  forbye,  to 
let  him  sit  unserved,  although  he  does  come  un« 
sent  for.^ 

'^  The  best  reason  in  life,^  said  Triptolemus, 
<^  for  letting  a  man  into  a  house  is,  that  you  dare 
not  bid  him  go  by.  However,  lunce  there  is  a 
man  of  quality  amongst  them,  I  will  let  him 
know  whom  he  has  to  do  with,  in  my  person.^ 
Then  advancing  to  the  door,  he  exclaimed,— 
«  ffeus  tibi,  Dave  T 

"  Adaum^  answered  the  youth,  entering  the 
apartment. 
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^Hem  r  said  the  erudite  TnpuAemuSy  ^not 
altogether  deficient  in  his  humanities,  I  see.  I 
will  try  him  further. — Canst  thou  aught  of  hus. 
faandiy,  young  gentleman  ?^ 

^  Troth,  sir,  not  I,^  answered  Mordaunt ;  ^  I 
ha^e  been  trained  to  plough  upon  the  sea,  and  to 
reap  upon  the  crag.*" 

«  PJough  the  sea  I""  said  Triptolemus ;  <<  that^s 
a  fuiTDw  requires  small  harrowing ;  and  for  your 
harvest  on  the  crag,  I  suppose  you  mean  these 
icomrieSf  or  whatever  you  call  them.  It  is  a  sort 
of  ingathering  which  the  ranzelman  should  stop 
by  the  law;  nothing  more  likely  to  break  an  ho- 
nest man^s  bones.  I  profess  I  cannot  see  the 
pleasure  men  propose  by  dangling  in  a  ropeV 
end  betwixt  earth  and  heaven.  In  my  case,  I 
had  as  lief  the  other  end  of  the  rope  were  fasten- 
ed to  the  ^bbet ;  I  should  be  sure  of  not  falling, 
atleast^ 

**  Now,  I  would  only  advise  you  to  try  it,^  re- 
plied Mordaunt.  <*  Trust  me,  the  world  has 
few  grander  sensatioDS  than  when  one  is  perched 
in  nud4ur  between  a  Ingh-browed  cliff  and  a  roar- 
ing ocean,  the  rope  by  which  you  are  sustained 
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teeming  scarce  stronger  than  a  silken  thread,  and 
the  stone  on  which  you  have  one  foot  steadied, 
affording  such  a  breadth  as  the  kitty  wake  m^t 
rest  upon— to  feel  and  know  all  this  with  the  full 
Confidence  that  your  own  agility  of  limb,  and 
strength  of  head,  (San  Ining  you  as  safe  off  as  if 
you  had  the  wing  of  the  gosshawk*— this  is  tn* 
deed  being  almost  independent  of  the  earth  you 
tread  on.^ 

Triptolemus  stared  at  this  enthusiastic  descrip- 
tion of  an  amusement  which  had  so  few  charms 
for  him ;  and  his  sister,  looking-at  the  glancing  eye 
and  elevated  bearing  of  the  young  adventurer, 
answered,  by  ejaculating,  ^  My  certie,  lad,  but 
you  are  a  brave  chield.^ 

"  A  brave  chield  T  returned  Yellowley,-— *•  I 
say  a  brave  goose,  to  be  flichtering  and  fleeing  in 
the  wind  when  he  might  abide  upon  terra  firma  ; 
but  come,  here^s  a  goose  that  is  more  to  the  pur* 
pose,  when  once  it  is  well  boiled.  Get  us  tren- 
diers  and  salt,  Baby — but  in  truth  it  will  prove 
salt  enough — a  tasty  morsel  it  is ;  but  I  think  the 
Zetlanders  be  the  only  folks  in  the  world  that 
think  of  nmning  such  risks  to  catch  geese,  and 
then  bcnling  them  when  they  have  done.**^ 

7 
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^  To  be  mxte^  replied  his  aister,  (it  was  the 
Gttlj  word  they  bad  agreed  on  that  day,)  **  it 
woM  be  an  unoo  thing  to  bid  ony  gudewife  in 
Angus  or  a*  the  Mearns  boil  agoose,  while  there 

Bc  thongs  as  spits  in  the  warld. — But  wha*s 
nost  ?"  she  added,  looking  towards  the  en- 
trance with  great  indignation.  *<  My  oertie,  open 
doofs  and  dogs  oome  in— and  wha  opened  the 
door  to  him  ?^ 

^  I  did^  to  be  sure,^  replied  Mordaunt ;  **  you 

would  not  haye  a  poor  devil  stand  beating  your 

deaf  door-cheeks  in  weather  like  this?-^Here  goes 

something,  though,  to  help  the  fire,^  he  added, 

drswing  out  the  sliding  bar  of  oak  with  which 

the  door  bad  been  secured,  and  throwing  it  on  the 

hearth,  whence  it  was  snatched  by  Dame  Baby 

in  great  wrath,  she  exclaiming  at  the  same  time,— 

**  If  s  sea-bcme  timber,  as  there^s  little  else 

here,  and  he  dings  it  about  as  if  it  were  a  fir<« 

dog! — ^And  who  be  you,  an  it  please  you  r*  she 

idded,  turning  to  the  stranger— >*  a  very  hallan- 

Aaker  loon,  as  ever  crossed  my  twa  e^en.^ 

^  I  am  a  jagger,  if  it  like  your  ladyship,^  re- 
plied the  uninvited  guest,  a  stout,  vulgar,  little 

vol..  I.  H 
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; 

man,  who  had  indeed  the  humble  appeanmoe  of 
a  pedlar,  called  ^/rigg^  in  these  islands—*^'  nsv&t 
travelled  in  a  waur  day,  or  was  more  willing  to 
get  to  harbourage.— Heaven  be  pnused  for  fire 
and  house-room  !^ 

So  saying,  he  drew  a  stool  to  the  fire,  and  sate 
down  without  further  ceremony.  Dame  Baby 
stared  *<  wild  as  grey  goss-hawk,^  and  was  me- 
ditadng  how  to  express  her  indignation  in  aome- 
thing  warmer  than  words,  for  which  the  boiling 
pot  seemed  to  ofier  a  convenient  hint,  when  an 
old  half-starved  serving  woman,  the  sharer  of  her 
domestic  cares,  who  had  been  as  yet  in  some  re- 
mote  corner  of  the  mansion,  now  hobbled  into 
the  room,  and  broke  out  into  exclamations  which 
indicated  some  new  cause  of  alarm. 

<^  O  master  r  and  ^^  O  mistress  T  were  the  on- 
ly sounds  she  could  for  some  time  articulate^  and 
then  followed  them  up  with,  ^^  The  best  in  the 
house— the  best  in  the  house— set  a^  on  the 
board,  and  a^  will  be  little  aneugh— there  is  auld 
Noma  of  Fitful-head,  the  most  fearful  woman  in 
all  the  isles  r 
**  Where  can  she  have  been  wandering?^  s^d 
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Ifotdaunt,  not  wtdiout  some  apparent  sympathy 
%itb  the  surfmae,  if  not  with  the  alann,  of  the 
old  dooiestic  ;  *'  but  it  is  needless  to  ask-  the 
vione  the  weather,  the  more  likely  is  she  to  be  a 


^  What  new  trampor  is  thisT  edioed  thedis- 
tncted  Baby,  whom  the  quick  succession  of  guests 
had  driTen  well  nigh  crazy  with  vexation.  ^  Til 
soon  settle  her  wandering,  I  sail  warrant,  if  my 
brother  baa  but  the  soul  of  a  man  in  lum,  or  if 
there  be  a  pair  of  jougs  at  Scalloway.^ 

*^  The  iron  was  never  forged  on  stithy  thai 
would  haukl  her,^  said  the  old  mud-servant* 
^*  She  comes— >8he  comes— God^s  sake  qpeak  her 
fidr  and  canny,  or  we  will  have  a  ravelled  hasp 
on  the  jam-windles.'" 

As  she  spoke,  a  woman  tidl  enough  almost  to 
toudi  the  top  of  the  door  with  her  cap,  stepped  in- 
to the  room,  signing  the  cross  as  she  entered,  and 
pronoundng,  with  a  solemn  voice,  ^'  The  blessing 
of  Grod  and  Saint  Ronald  on  the  open  door,  and 
their  braid  malison  and  mine  upon  close-handed 
diurlsr« 

**  And  wha  are  ye,  that  are  sae  bauld  wi**  your 
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blettiog  and  bmniiig  in  other  fcdks*  houses  f 
What  kind  of  country  is  diis,  that  folkscamiot 
fit  quiet  fior  an  hour,  and  serre  heaven,  and  keep 
their  Hi  gear  thither,  without  gangid  men 
and  women  coming  thigging  and  soming  ane  af- 
ter another,  fike  &  string  of  wild-geese  ?** 

This  speedi,  the  understanding  reader  will 
eiBily  saddle  on  Mistress  Baby,  and  what  eiects 
it  might  have  produced  on  the  last  stranger,  can 
dnly  be  matter  of  conjecture ;  for  the  old  servant 
and  Mordaunt  applied  themselves  at  once  to  the 
party  addressed,  in  order  to  deprecate  her  resent- 
ment ;  the  former  speaking  to  her  some  words  of 
Norse,  in  a  tone  of  intercession,  and  Mordaunt 
saying  in  English,  *'  They  are  strangers.  Noma, 
and  know  not  your  name  or  qualities ;  they  are 
unaoquiunted,  too,  with  the  ways  of  this  country, 
and  therefore  we  must  hold  them  excused  for 
their  lack  of  hospitality.^ 

**  I  lack  no  hospitality,  young  man,^  said  Trip- 
tolemus,  "  miseris  succurrere  disco — the  goose 
that  was  destined  to  roost  in  the  chimney  till 
Michaelmas,  is  boiling  in  the  pot  for  you ;  but 
if  we  had  twenty  geese,  I  see  we  are  like  to  find 
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moailift  to  eat  them  every  featber«»-»tliis  mait  be 


^  What  must  be  amended,  sordid  dare  f^  mid 
the  itnuiger  Noma,  tunung  at  oiioe  upon  h» 
with  an  emphaais  that  made  him  start— ^  Wkm^ 
must  be  amended  ?  Bring  hither,  if  thou  wilt,  tbj 
newJaa^ed  coulters,  qpades,  and  hanoirs,  altsr 
tbe  mphments  of  our  fiithers  from  the  plough* 
share  la  the  mouse-trap ;  but  know  thou  a/rl  m 
the  land  that  was  won  of  old  by  the  flaxen-haued 
Eemfions  of  the  North,  and  lea¥e  us  th^ir  hoqn^ 
tahtj  at  least,  to  shew  we  oome  of  what  was  <mee 
DoUe  and  generous.  I  say  to  you  beware— •wUle 
Noma  looks  forth  at  the  mc«8ureles8  waters,  from 

the  crest  of  Fitfrd-head,  something  18  yet  left  thsti 
resembles  power  of  defence.  Ifthemenof  Thulo 
have  ceased  to  be  champions,  and  to  spread  the 
banquet  £nr  the  raven,  the  women  have  not  Ibn^ 
gotten  the  arts  that  lifted  them  of  yore  into  queens 
md  prophetesses.^  -. 

The  woman  who  pronounced  this  singular  ti- 
rade, was  as  striking  in  appearance  as  eoitrava- 
gandy  lofty  in  her  pretenrions  and  in  her  lan- 
guage.   She  might  well  have  represented  on  the 
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Stage,  so  far  as  features,  voice,  and  stature  were 
ooDcemed,  the  Bonduca  or  Boadicea  of  the  Bri- 
foils,  or  the  sage  Velleda,  Aurinia,  or  any  odier 
fiiCed  Pythoness,  who  ever  led  to  battle  a  tribe  of 
the  ancient  Gt)ths.  Her  features  were  high  and 
well  fonned,  and  would  have  been  handsome  but 
for  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the  effects  of  expo- 
sure to  the  severe  weather  of  her  country.  Age, 
and  perhaps  sorrow,  had  quenched,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  fire  of  a  dark  blue  eye,  whose  hue  al- 
most approached  to  black,  and  had  sprinkled 
snow  on  such  part  <^  her  tresses  as  had  escaped 
from  under  her  cap,  and  were  dishevelled  by  die 
rigour  of  the  storm.  Her  upper  garment,  which 
dropped  with  water,  was  of  a  coarse  dark-colour- 
ed stuff,  called  Wadmaral,  then  much  used  in 
the  Zetland  islands,  as  also  in  Iceland  and  Nor- 
way. But  as  she  threw  this  cloak  back  from  her 
shoulders,  a  shcn-t  jacket,  of  dark-blue  velvet, 
stamped  with  figures,  became  visible,  and  the 
vest,  which  corresponded  to  it,  was  of  crimson 
colour,  and  embroidered  with  tarnished  silver. 
Her  girdle  was  plaited  with  silver  cHtiamentSt 
cut  into  the  shape  of  planetary  agns—- her  blue 
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aproa  was  embroidered  with  similar  deyiccs^  and 
covered  a  petdcoat  of  crimson  cloth.  Strongthick 
endnmg  dioe%  of  the  half^iessed  leather  of  the 
comitry,  were  tied  irith  strapa  like  dioae  of  the 
Romaii  buskinsy  over  her  acaiiat  atoickinga.  She 
wore  in  her  bdt,  an  ambiguows  looking  weapon^ 
whidi  might  pass  for  a  sacrificing  knife  or  dag* 
ger,  as  the  imagination  of  the  qiectator  diose  to 
aiagn  to  the  wearer  the  character  of  a  priestess 
or  of  a  sorceress.  In  her  hand  she  held  a  staff, 
aqoared  on  all  rides,  and  engraved  with  Runic 
diaractersand  figures,  forming  one  of  those  port- 
able and  perpetual  calendars  which  were  used 
amoDg  the  ancient  natives  of  Scandinavia,  and 
which,  to  a  superstitious  eye,  might  have  passed 
for  a  divining  rod. 

Such  were  the  appearance,  features,  and  attire 
of  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head,  upon  whom  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island  looked  with  obser- 
▼snce,  many  with  fear,  and  almost  all  with  a  sort 
of  veneration.  Lesspregnantrircumstancesofsus- 
piaon  would,  in  any  other  part  of  Scotland,  have 
exposed  her  to  the  investigation  of  those  cruel  in- 
quisitors, who  were  then  often  invested  with  the 
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delegated  authority  of  the  privy-council,  for  the 
purpose  of  persecuting,  torturing,  and  finally 
oonsigning  to  the  flames,  those  who  were  accused 
of  witchcraft  or  sorcery.  But  superstitiooa  of 
this  nature  pass  through  two  stages  ere  they  bc^ 
oome  entirely  obsolete.  Those  supposed  to  be 
possessed  of  supernatural  powers,  are  venefated  • 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  society.  As  religion  and 
knowledge  increase,  they  are  first  held  in  hatred 
and  horror,  and  are  finally  regarded  as  impda- 
tors.  Scotland  was  in  the  second  state-^-the  fear 
of  witchcraft  was  great,  and  the  hatred  against 
those  mispected  of  it  intense.  Zetland  was  as  yet 
a  little  world  by  itself,  where,  among  the  lower 
and  ruder  classes,  so  much  of  the  ancient  noi*th- 
em  superstition  remained,  as  cherished  the  origin 
nal  veneration  for  those  affecting  supernatural 
knowledge  and  power  over  the  elements,  which 
made  a  constituent  part  of  the  ancient  Scandi- 
navian creed.  At  least  if  the  natives  of  Thule 
admitted  that  one  class  of  magicians  performed 
th^r  feats  by  their  alliance  with  Satan,  they 
devoutly  believed  that  others  dealt  with  sfurits  of 
a  different  and  less  odious  class— the  andent 
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dwv&»  cmlled,  in  Zetland,  Trows  or  Draws,  the 
modem  ISMTJeth  and  so  fiarth. 

Aiaong  tbose  who  were  suj^Mted  to  be  in 
ki^iie  with  diaembodied  qpirits,  this  Nbrna,  de- 
aoended  from,  and  lepresentatiTe  of  a  family 
which  liad  kxng  pretended  to  such  gifts,  was  so 
ennnent,  that  the  name  assigned  to  her,  wfaidi 
agmfies  one  of  those  fatal  sisters  who  weave  the 
webof  homan  fate,  had  been  ccHiferred  in  honour 
of  her  supernatural  powers.  The  name  by  which 
die  had  been  actually  christened  was  carefully 
concealed  by  herself  and  her  parents ;  for  to  the 
disooTeiy  they  superstitiously  annexed  some  fa- 
tal consequences.  In  these  times,  the  doubt  on^ 
ly  occurred  whether  her  supposed  powers  were 
acquired  by  lawful  means.  In  our  days,  it  would 
haye  been  questioned  whether  she  was  an  impos- 
toTj  or  whether  her  imagination  was  so  deeply  im- 
pvessed  with  the  mpteries  of  her  supposed  art, 
that  she  might  be  in  some  degree  a  believer  in  her 
own  pretensions  to  supernatural  knowledge.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  she  performed  her  part  with  such 
undoubung  confidence,  and  such  striking  dignity 
of  look  and  acUon,  and  evinced,  at  the  same  time. 
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such  Strength  of  language,  and  such  energy  of 
purpose,  that  it  would  haeve  been  difficult  for  the 
greatest  sceptic  to  have  doubted  the  reality  of 
her  enthusiasm,  though  he  might  smile  at  the 
pretennons  to  which  it  gave  rise. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

— ^  I^  by  ymu  art,  you  ha? e 

PkH  the  wild  wMen  in  tfiii  loar,  aOaj  than.** 

The  storm  had  somewhat  rdaxed  its  rigour 
just  bdbre  the  entrance  of  Noma,  odierwise  she 
must  have  found  it  impossUile  to  travd  during 
the  extremity  of  its  fuiy.  But  flbe  had  hardly 
added  herself  so  unexpectedly  to  the  party  whom 
dianoe  had  assembled  at  the  dwelling  of  Tripto- 
lemus  Yellowley,  when  the  tempest  suddenly  re- 
nuned  its  former  vehemence,  and  raged  around 
the  building  with  a  fury  which  made  the  inmates 
insensible  to  any  thing  except  the  risk  that  the  old 
mansicxi  was  about  to  fall  above  their  heads. 

Mistress  Baby  gave  vent  to  her  fears  in  loud 
exclamations  of  **  the  Lord  guide  us — this  is 
suidy  the  last  day — what  kind  of  a  country  of 
guisards  and  gyre-carlines  is  this !— and  you,  ye 
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fool  carle,^  she  added,  turning  on  her  brother, 
for  all  her  passions  had  a  touch  of  acidity  in 
them,  <<  to  quit  the  bonny  Meams  land  to  come 
here,  where  there  is  naething  but  sturdy  beggars 
and  gaberlunzdes  within  ane^s  house,  and  heaven^s  * 
anger  on  the  outmde  on^t  I"^ 

<^  I  tell  you,  sister  Baby,^  answered  the  insult- 
ed  agriculturist,  *^  that  all  shall  be  reformed  and 
amended,  excepting,^  he  added  betwixt  his  teeth, 
^<  the  scaulding  humours  of  an  ill-natured  jaud, 
that  can  add  bitterness  to  the  very  stonn.^ 

The  old  domestic  and  the  pedlar  meanwhili^ 
exhausted  themselves  in  entreaties  to  Noma,  of 
which,  as  they  were  couched  in  the  Norse  lan- 
guage, the  master  of  the  house  understood  no- 
thing. 

She  listened  to  them  with  a  haughty  and  uii> 
moved  air,  and  replied  at  length  aloud,  and  in 
English—*^  I  will  not*  What  if  this  house  be 
strewed  in  ruins  before  moming^^where  would 
be  the  world^s  want  in  the  crazed  projector,  and 
the  niggardly  pinch-commons^  by  which  it  is  in^ 
habited  ?  They  will  needs  come  to  reform  Zetland 
customs,  let  them  try  how  they  like  a  Zetland 


THK  PIEATB.  If5 

Honi.— Tou   that  would  not  perish,  quit  this 

The  pedlar  or  jagger  soxed  on  his  little  knap- 
nck,  and  began  hastily  to  bfaoe  it  on  his  back ; 
the  oUL  maid-aeiTant  cast  her  doak  aboat  her 
ihoailden,  tnd  both  seemed  to  be  in  the  act  of 
IcftTiDg  the  house. 

TripColemus  ITellowley,  somewhat  commored 
by  these  appearances,  asked  Mordaunt,  with  a 
voiee  wUdi  faultered  with  apprehenuon,  whether 
he  thoo^t  there  was  any,  that  is,  so  very  much 
danger? 

''  I  cannot  tell,^  answered  the  youth,  ^  I  have 
scarce  ever  seen  such  a  storm.  Noma  can  tell  us 
better  than  any  one  when  it  will  abate ;  for  no 
one  in  these  islands  can  judge  of  the  weather  like 
her.' 

^  And  is  that  all  thou  thinkest  Noma  can  do  ?^ 
nid  the  sybil ;  **  thou  shalt  know  her  powers 
are  not  bounded  within  such  a  narrow  space. 
Hear  me,  Mordaunt,  youth  of  a  foreign  land, 
but  of  a  firiendly  heart — Doest  thou  quit  this 
doomed  mansion  with  those  who  now  prepare  to 
leave  it  ?'' 
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<<  I  do  not— I  will  not,  Noroa,^  replied  Mor- 
daunt ;  '^  I  know  not  your  motive  for  desiring 
me  to  remove^  and  I  will  not  leave,  upon  these 
dark  threats,  the  house  in  which  I  have  been 
kindly  reomved  in  such  a  tempest  as  this.  If  the 
owners  are  unaccustomed  to  our  unlimited  cua- 
toms  of  hosfntality,  I  am  the  more  obliged  to 
them  that  they  have  relaxed  their  usages,  and 
opened  their  doors  in  my  behalf.^ 

^*  He  is  a  brave  lad,^  said  Mistress  Baby,  whose 
superstitious  feelings  had  been  daunted  by  the 
threats  of  the  supposed  sorceress,  and  who,  amidst 
her  eager,  narrow,  and  repining  disposition,  had 
some  sparks  of  higher  feeling,  which  made  her 
sympathize  with  generous  sentiments,  though  she 
thought  it  too  expensive  to  entertain  them  at  her 
own  cost  <<  He  is  a  brave  lad,^  she  agun  re- 
peated, ^^  and  worthy  of  ten  geese,  if  I  had  them 
to  boil  for  him,  or  roast  either.  FU  warrant  him 
a  gentleman'^s  son,  and  no  churPs  blood.** 

Hear  me,  young  Mordaunt,^  said  N^uma, 

and  depart  from  this  house.  Fate  has  high 
views  on  you— you  shall  not  remain  in  this  hovel 
to  be  crushed  amid  its  worthless  ruins,  with  the 
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rdqnes  of  its  more  W(»thless  inhabiUuits,  whose 
Hie  is  as  little  to  the  world  as  the  T^etaticHi  of 
thelioiise-ledLy  which  now  grows  on  their  thatch, 
and  wUdi  shall  socm  be  crushed  amongst  their 
au^ed  limbs.^ 

"  I — ^I— I  will  go  fcMth,**  said  Yellowley,  who, 
despite  of  his  bearing  himself  scholarly  and  wiae- 
Ij,  was  beginning  to  be  terrified  for  the  issue  of 
the  adrenture;  for  the  house  was  old,  and  the 
walls  rocked  fbnnidaUy  to  the  blast. 

'*  To  what  purpose  7*  said  his  sister.  '<  I  trust 
the  Prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  has  not  yet 
such  Eke  power  over  those  that  are  made  in  GhkTs 
imager  that  a  good  house  should  fall  about  our 
beads,  because  a  randy  quean  (here  she  darted 
a  fierce  glance  at  the  Pythoness)  should  boast  us 
with  her  glamour,  as  if  we  were  sae  mony  dogs 
to  crouch  at  her  bidding  ?^ 

^^  I  was  only  wanting,^  siud  Triptidemus, 
MhaTtiAH  of  his  motion,  '^  to  look  at  the  b^ar^ 
fandd,  which  must  be  sair  laid  wi^  this  tempest ; 
hut  if  this  honest  woman  like  to  bide  wi^  us,  I 
think  it  were  best  to  let  us  a^  sit  doun  canny  the- 
gither,  till  it's  working  weather  again.'" 
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<<  Honest  woman  !^  echoed  Baby— ^^  Foul  war« 
lock  thief— aroint  ye,  ye  limmer  !^  she  added, 
addres^g  Noma  directly ;  ^^  out  of  an  honest 
house,  or,  shame  fa^  me,  but  1^11  take  the  Uttle 
to  you  I"" 

Noma  cast  on  her  a  look  of  supreme  contempt, 
then  stepping  to  the  window,  seemed  engaged  in 
deep  contemplation  of  the  heav^is,  while  the  old 
maid-servant,  Tronda,  drawing  close  to  her  mis- 
tress, implored,  for  the  sake  of  all  that  was  dear 
to  man  or  woman,  *^  do  not  provoke  Noma  of 
Fitful-head.  You  have  no  sic  woman  on  the 
mainland  of  Scotland — she  canrideon  one  of  these 
clouds  as  easily  as  man  ever  rode  on  a  sheltie.^ 

"  I  shall  live  to  see  her  ride  on  the  reek  of  a 
fat  tar-barrel,^  said  Mistress  Baby ;  ^^  and  that 
will  be  a  fit  pacing  palfrey  for  her." 

Again  Noma  regarded  the  enraged  Mrs  Baby 
Yellowley  vrith  a  look  of  that  unutterable  scorn 
which  her  haughty  features  could  so  well  express, 
and  moving  to  the  window  which  looked  to  the 
north-west,  from  which  quarter  the  gale  seemed 
at  present  to  blow,  she  stood  for  some  time 
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Ker  aims  crossed,  looking  out  upon  the  leaden- 
eokmred  sky,  obscured  as  it  was  by  the  thick 
dnft,  which,  coining  on  in  successive  gusts  of 
terape^  left  ever  and  anon  sad  and  dreary  inter- 
Tsls  of  expectation  betwixt  the  dying  and  the  re- 
TiTing  blast. 

Noma  regarded  this  war  of  the  elements  as  one 
to  whom  their  strife  was  familiar ;  yet  the  stem 
serenity  of  her  features  had  in  it  a  cast  of  awe, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  authority,  as  the  cabalist 
maj  be  supposed  to  look  upon  the  spirit  he  has 
evoked,  and  which,  though  he  knows  how  to  sub- 
ject him  to  his  spell,  bears  still  an  aspect  appaU- 
iog  to  flesh  and  blood.  The  attendants  stood  by 
m  different  attitudes,  expres^ve  of  their  various 
feelings.  Mordaunt,  though  not  indifferent  to 
the  risk  in  which  they  stood,  was  more  curious 
than  alarmed.  He  had  heard.of  Nomads  alleged 
power  over  the  elements,  and  now  expected  an  op- 
portunity of  judging  for  himself  of  its  reality. 
TriptcJemus  Yellowley  was  confounded  at  what 
seemed  to  be  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  philo- 
sc^y;  and,  if  the  truth  must  be  spoken,  the 
worthy  agriculturist  was  far  more  frightened  than 
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curious.  His  sister  was  not  in  the  least  curious 
on  the  subject ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether 
anger  or  fear  predominated  in  her  sharp  eyes  and 
thin  compressed  lips.  The  pedlar  and  old  Tron^- 
da,  con6dent  that  the  house  would  never  fall 
while  the  redoubted  Noma  was  beneath  its  roof, 
held  themselves  ready  for  a  start  the  instant  she 
should  take  her  departure. 

Having  looked  on  the  sky  for  some  time  in  a 
fixed  attitude,  and  with  the  most  profound  si- 
knee.  Noma  at  once,  yet  with  a  slow  and  majes- 
tic gesture,  extended  her  staff  of  black  oak  to- 
wards that  part  of  the  heavens  from  which  the 
blast  came  hardest,  and  in  the  midst  of  its  fury 
chaunted  a  Norwegian  invocauon,  still  preserved 
in  the  Island  of  Unst,  under  the  name  of  the 
Song  of  the  Beim-kennar,  though  some  call  it  the 
Song  of  the  Tempest.  The  following  is  a  free 
translation,  it  being  imposuble  to  render  literally 
many  of  the  elipticld  and  metaphorical  terms  of 
expression  peculiar  to  the  ancient  Northem  poe^ 
try:— 

*'  Stern  eajlc  of  the  far  north-west, 

Thou  that  bearcat  in  thy  gnmp  the  thunderbolt. 
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IWn  wbne  nulling  pinions  Mir  oeean  to  madneaiy 

Hmri  tibedMtroyer  of  hetd^  tiura  the  •eatltrer  of  tMvie% 

Aaite  dw  wreBM  of  tliy  nge^ 

Amidit  the  ruBhing  of  thy  onward  wings, 

TboDg^  thy  Bcream  be  hmd  as  the  ery  of  a  ^triphii^  lia^ 

tioiiy 
Tboo^  the  mriniig  of  thy  wings  be  lik*  the  roar  of  ten 

thousand  wsTea;, 
Yeihcir,  in  thine  ire  alid  thy  haste. 
Hear  thoa  the  voice  of  the  Reim-kennar. 

9* 
**  Thoa  hast  met  the  pine-trees  of  Diontheim, 
Ihcir  darfe-gnen  heads  Be  prostrate  beside  thek  npioot* 

ed  stems; 
Thoa  haat  met  the  rider  of  the  ooean. 
The  tsD,  the  strobg  barfc  i^  the  ftarkss  rover. 
And  she  hss  stradc  to  thee  th^  topsail 
That  dm  had  not  veil'd  to  4  royal  armada ; 
Ihoa  haat  met  the  tower  that  bears  its  crest  among  the 

doods. 
The  battled  maaBtre  tower  of  the  Jarl  of  former  days. 
And  the  cope-stone  of  the  turret 
b  lying  upon  its  hospitable  hearth ; 
Bat  ihoa  too  ihalt  stoop,  proud  eompeller  of  douds. 
What  thoa  hsartat  the  voice  <tf  the  Reim-kennar. 

3. 
"  lliere  are  verses  Ihilt  csn  stop  the  stag  in  the  forest. 
Ay,  and  when  the  dark-coloured  dog  is  opening  on  his 


There  are  verses  can  make  the  wild  hawk  pause  on  the 
wiig, 
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•"  ■■       ■      ■    .      .        .         -I  .■-,...••        tt. 

Like  the  falcon  that  we^  the  hood  and  the  jeasevj 

And  who  knows  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  fowler : 

Thou  who  canst  mock  at  the  flcream  of  thediowning-ttia^ 

riher. 
And  the  crash  of  the  ravaged  forest^ 
And  the  groan  of  the  overwhelmed  crowds^ 
Wheh  the  church  hath  faUen  in  the  moment  of  prajer^ 
Tliere  are  sounds  which  thou  also  must  list^ 
When  they  are  chaimted  by  the  voice  of  the  Reim-kennar. 

4. 
'^  £nough  of  woe  hast  thou  wrought  on  the  ocean^ 
The  widows  wring  their  hands  on  the  heach ; 
Enough  of  woe  hast  thou  wrought  on  the  land. 
The  husbandman  fblds  his  arms  in  despair  ; 
Cease  thou  the  waving  of  thy  pinions. 
Let  the  ocean  repose  in  her  dark  strength ; 
Cease  thou  the  flashing  of  thine  eye. 
Let  the  thundetholt  sleep  in  the  armoury  of  Odin ; 
Be  thou  still  at  my  bidding,  viewless  racer  of  the  north- 
western heaven, 
Sleep  thou  at  the  voice  of  Noma  the  Reim-kennar." 

We  have  said  that  Mordaunt  was  naturally 
fond  of  romantic  poetry  and  romantic  situation  ; 
it  is  not  therefore  surprising  that  he  listened  with 
interest  to  the  wild  address  thus  uttered  to  the 
wildest  wind  of  the  compass,  in  a  tone  of  such 
dauntless  enthusiasm.  But  though  he  had  heard 
so  much  of  the  Runic  rhyme  and  of  the  northern 
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^kU,  in  the  oountry  where  he  had  so  long  dwelt, 
hems  not  an  thboocasum  8ocreduIaus.a8^tp.he- 
Eeredyit  the  tempest,  which  hadjraged.aa.ltleljy 
ttd  winch  was  now  declinuig,  was  sinkipg;  aub- 
dned  before  the  charmed  verse  of  Noamau  Cer- 
tain  It  was,  that  the  blast  seemed  paasiiig  away, 
and  the  a]:^)reheiided  danger  was  aheady  .Q^er ; 
but  it  was  not  improbable  diat  this  issue  had  been 
lor  same  time  finieseen  by  the  Pythoness,  through 
ligns^  of  the  weather,  imperceptible  to.tb96f^>who 
had  not  dwelt  long  in  the  country,  or  had  not^.be- 
stoired  on  die  nieteordogical  phenomena,  the  at- 
tention of  a  striet  and  close  observer.  Of.  Nor- 
nals  etperieace  be  had  no  doubt^  and  that  went 
a  far  way  to  exf^n  what  seemed  supematufal  in 
her  demeanomr.  Yet  still  the  noble  oountenance, 
half-shaded  by  dishevelled  tresses,  the  air  of  ma- 
jesty with  whicfaj  ix^  a  tone  of  menaoe  aa  well  as 
of  command,  she  add^ressed  the  viewless  sjorit  of 
the  tempest,  gave  him  a  strong  inclinalacHi  to.be- 
liere  in  the  ascendancy  of  the  occult  art  overthe 
powers  of  nature ;  for,  if  a  woman  ever  moved  on 
eanh  to  whom  such  autharity.  over  the  ordinary 
laws  of  the  umverse  could  belong,  Nocna  of  Fit- 
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ftil-head,  judging  from  bearing,  figure,  and  face, 
waB  bom  to  that  high  destiny. 

The  rest  of  the  company  were  less  alow  in  ro- 
oeiying  conyietion.  To  Tronda  and  the  jagger 
none  was  necessary ;  they  had  long  believed  in 
the  full  extent  of  Nomads  authority  over  the  ele- 
ments. But  Triptolemus  and  his  sister  gaied  at 
each  other  with  wondering  and  alarmed  looks, 
eqpedally  when  the  wind  began  perceptibly  to 
decline,  as  was  especially  visible  during  the 
pauses  which  Noma  made  betwixt  the  strc^dies  of 
her  incantation.  A  long  rilenee  followed  the  last 
verse,  until  Noma  resumed  her  chaunt,  but  with 
a  changed  and  more  soothing  modulation  of  voice 
and  tune. 


**  Eag^  (^  the  ftr  nortb-western  waters. 
Thou  hast  heftr4  the  voice  of  the  Reim*kieniiar» 
Thou  hast  dosed  thy  wide  sails  at  her  bidding. 
And  folded  them  in  peace  by  thy  side. 
My  blessing  be  on  thy  retiring  path ; 
When  thou  stockiest  from  thy  plaoe  on  higjb. 
Soft  be  thy  slumbers  in  the  caverns  of  the  unknown  ocean. 
Rest  till  destiny  shall  again  awaken  thee; 
Eagle  of  the  north-west,  thou  hast  heard  the  vweo  of  the 
Reim-kennar." 


^  A  pfcti^  song  dun  would  be  to  keep  theoarn 
froBibakuigui  ht^nty^  wiiiqieredtheagriciiIUi-> 
ikllD Us  sister ;  ^wemmtqwak  her  fitur.  Baby 

Ai  vill  maybe  part  with  the  secret  for  a  him* 
dbedpmd  ScoCbl* 

««  Aa  faundRd  fbW  beads,^  leplied  Baby-^ 
^  hid  ho*  fi^e  OMrks  of  ready  ailkr.  I  never 
kaew  a  iniA  ia  my  life  but  Ae  was  as  poor  as 
Mr 

Noma  tuned  towards  them  aa  if  she  had  guem. 
cd  thor thoughts;  it  Hiay  be  that  she  did  MK  She 
patted  them  with  a  look  of  the  most  sorereigB 
contempt,  and  walking  to  the  table  od  which  the 
preparadons  for  Mrs  Barbara^s  frugal  meal  were 
already  ^spoeed,  she  filled  a  smaU  wooden  qmigh 
from  aa  earthen  pitcher  which  coBtained  bland, 
a  anfaarid  liquor  made  out  of  the  seroos  part  at 
the  milL.  She  broke  a  single  morsel  from  a  bar« 
ky-cake,  and  haTing  eaten  and  drunk,  returned 
towards  the  churlish  hosts.  ^*  I  give  ymt  no 
Aaoks,^  she  said,  **  for  my  refreshment,  for  you 
kid  BK  not  welcome  to  it ;  and  thanks  bestowed 
oa  achurl  are  like  the  dew  of  heaven  on  the  clills 
of  Faubdi,  where  it  finds  nought  that  can  be  re* 
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freshed  by  its  influences.  I  give  you  no  thanks,'" 
she  said  again,  but  drawing  from  her  pocket  a 
leathern  purse  that  seemed  large  and  heavy,  she 
added,  ^*  I  pay  you  with  what  you  will  yalue 
more  than  the  gratitude  of  the  whole  inhabitants 
of  Hialtland.  Say  not  that  Noma  of  Fitful-head 
hath  eaten  of  your  bread  and  drank  of  your  cup, 
and  left  you  sorrowing  for  the  charge  to  which 
she  hath  put  your  house.^  So  saying,  she  laid  on 
the  table  a  small  piece  of  antique  coin,  bearing 
the  rude  and  half-defaced  effigies  of  some  ancient 
northern  king. 

Triptolemus  and  his  sister  exclaimed  against 
this  liberality  with  vehemence ;  the  first  f»otest- 
ing  that  he  kept  no  public,  and  the  other  exclaim- 
ing, **  Is  the  carline  mad  ?  Heard  ye  ever  of  ony 
of  the  gentle  house  of  Clinkscale  that  gave  meat 
for  siller  ?" 

**  Or  for  love  either,"  muttered  her  brother ; 
"  baud  to  that,  tittie." 

•*  What  are  ye  whittie  whattieing  about,  ye 
gowk,"  said  his  gentle  sister,  who  suspected  the 
tenor  pt  his  murmurs ;  *^  gie  the  ladie  back  her 
bonie  die  there,  and  be  blithe  to  be  sae  rid  on  t— 
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it  will  be  a  sclate-stane  the  mom,  if  not  somethifig 


The  honest  factor  lifted  the  money  to  return 
it,  yet  could  not  help  being  struck  when  he  saw 
the  impressidb,  and  his  hand  trembled  as  he 
handed  it  to  his  sister. 

^  Yes,*  said  the  Pythoness  again,  as  if  she 
read  the  thoughts  of  the  astonished  pair,  ^^  you 
have  seen  that  coin  before— beware  how  you  use 
it !  It  thrives  not  with  the  sordid  or  the  mean- 
souled — it  was  won  with  honourable  danger,  and 
must  be  expended  with  honourable  liberality. 
The  treasure  which  lies  under  a  cold  hearth  will 
one  day,  Uke  the  hidden  talent,  bear  witness 
against  its  avaricious  possessors.* 

This  last  obscure  intimation  seemed  to  raise 
the  alarm  and  the  wonder  of  Mrs  Baby  and  her 
brother  to  the  uttermost*  The  latter  tried  to  stam- 
mer out  something  Uke  an  invitation  to  Noma  to 
tarry  with  them  all  night,  or  at  least  to  take  share 
of  the  *'  dinner,*  so  he  at  first  called  it ;  but  look- 
ing at  the  company,  and  remembering  the  limit- 
ed contents  of  the  pot,  he  corrected  the  phrase, 
and  hoped  shewould  take  some  partofthe^^ snack. 
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which  would  be  on  the  table  ere  a  man  could  looee 
a  pleugh.*^ 

^  I  eat  not  here— I  sleep  not  hare^^  replied  Nor- 
na — ^*  nay,  I  relieve  you  not  only  of  my  own  pr^. 
SHice,  but  I  wiU  dismiss  your  unwfioome  gsesla* 
— Mordaunt,"^  she  added,  addressing  young  Mcr- 
toun,  *^  the  dark  fit  is  past,  and  your  father  looks 
for  you  this  evening.'" 

^Do  you  return  in  tliat£reetioii?*  saidMav- 
daunt.  <*  I  will  but  cat  a  morsel  and  give^you 
my  aid,  good  mother^  on  the  road.  The  brooks 
must  be  out,  and  the  journey  perilous.^ 

*^  Our  ways  lie  differait,^^  answered  the  Sy- 
bil, **  and  Noma  needs  not  mortal  arm  to  aid  her 
on  the  way.  I  am  summoned  far  to  the  east,  by 
those  who  know  well  how  to  smooth  my  passage. 
For  thee,  Bry  ce  Snailsfoot^^  she  continaedy  ^eak« 
ing  to  the  pedlar,  *^  speed  thee  on  to  Sumbmrg^  ■■ 
the  roost  will  afford  thee  a  gallant  harvest, 
worthy  the  gathering  in.  Much  goodly  ware 
ere  now  be  seeking  a  new  owner,  and  the  careful 
skipper  will  sleep  still  enough  in  the  deep  haa^ 
andcares  not  that  bale  and  kist  are  dashing  against 
the  shores.^ 
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<*  Na,  na,  goodmother,**  answered  Snailsfoot, 
^  I  dnire  no  man^s  life  fcxr  my  private  advantage, 
and  HQ  just  grateful  for  the  bleaing  of  Provi- 
dcBoeoD  my  anuf  trade.  But  doubtless  one  man'*s 
loMisanodierbgain;  and  as  these  storms  destroy 
a*  thing  en  land^  it  is  but  fair  they  suld  send  us 
iowifihiiig  by  sea.  Sae,  taidng  the  freedom,  like 
youneUy  mother,  to  borrow  a  lump  of  bariey 
bead,  and  a  draught  of  bland,  I  will  bid  good 
day,  and  thank  you,  to  this  good  gentleman  and 
iady,  and  eVn  go  on  my  way  to  Jarlshof,  as  you 
adviae.'^ 

*<  Ay,*  rejdied  the  Pythoness,  ^^  where  the 
slaughter  is,  the  eagles  will  be  gathered;  and 
where  the  wreck  is  on  the  shore,  the  jagger  is  as 
busy  to  purrhaao  spoil  as  the  shark  to  gorge  up- 
on the  dead.^ 

This  rebuke,  if  it  was  intended  for  such,  seem- 
ed above  the  comprehension  of  the  travelling  mer- 
chant,  who,  bent  upon  gain,  assumed  the  knap* 
mtdL  and  ellwand,  and  asked  Mordaunt,  with  the 
fimuliarity  permitted  in  a  wild  country,  whether 
he  would  not  take  company  along  with  him. 
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'<  I  wait  to  eat  some  dinner  with  Mr  YeUow- 
]ey  and  Mrs  Baby,^  answered  the  youth,  *<  and 
will  set  forward  in  half  an  hour.^ 

<<  Then  Fll  just  take  my  piece  in  my  hand,^ 
said  the  pedlar.  Accordingly  he  muttered  a  be- 
nediction, and  without  more  ceremony,  helped 
himself  to  what,  in  Mrs  Baby^s  covetous  eyes,  ap- 
peared to  be  two-thirds  of  the  bread,  took  a  long 
poll  at  the  jug  of  bland,  seized  on  a  handful  of 
the  small  fish  called  sillochs,  which  the  domestic 
was  just  placing  on  the  board,  and  left  the  room 
without  farther  ceremony. 

'<  My  certie,^  said  the  despoiled  Mrs  Baby, 
'^  there  is  the  chapmau^s  drouth  jmd  his  Hunger 
baith,  as  folks  say.  If  the  laws  against  yagrants 
be  executed  this  gate — It^s  no  that  I  wad  shut 
the  door  against  decent  folks,^  she  sttd,  looking 
to  Mordaunt,  *^  more  especially  in  such  judge- 
ment-weather. But  I  see  the  goose  is  dished, 
poor  thing.^ 

This  she  spoke  in  a  tone  of  affection  for  the 
smoked  goose,  which,  though  it  had  long  been  an 
inanimate  inhabitant  of  her  cliimney,  was  far  more 
interesting  to  Mrs  Baby  in  that  state,  than  when 
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It  acmiiied  ammgst  the  clouds.  Mordaunt  laugh- 
ed and  took  his  seat,  then  turned  to  look  for  Nor* 
na,  bat  she  had  glided  from  the  apartment  du- 
iii^  the  discussion  with  the  pedlar. 

'*  I  am  glad  she  is  gane,  the  dour  carline,^ 
■id  Mrs  Baby,  **  though  she  has  left  that  piece 
rf  gowd  to  be  an  everlasting  shame  to  us.^ 

'*  Whisht,  mistress,  for  the  love  of  heaven,^ 
said  Tronda  Dronsdaughter ;  '<  wha  kens  where 
die  may  be  this  moment— we  are  no  sure  but  ^e 
maj  hear  us,  though  we  cannot  see  her.^ 

Mistress  Baby  cast  a  startled  eye  around,  and 
instantly  recovering  herself,  for  she  was  natural- 
ly courageous  as  well  as  violent^  she  said,  *^  I 
bid  aroint  her  before,  and  I  bid  her  aroint  again, 
whether  she  sees  me  or  hears  me,  or  whether  she^s 
ower  the  cairn  and  awa. — And  you,  ye  silly 
aomph,'"  die  said  to  poor  Yellowley,  *^  what  do 
ye  stand  glowering  there  for  ? — You  a  Saunt  An- 
drew student! — ^you  studied  lair  and  Latin  huma- 
mdes,  as  ye  call  them,  and  daunted  wi^  the  cla- 
yen  of  an  auld  randie  wife  !  Say  your  best  col- 
lege grace,  man,  and  witch,  or  nae  witch,  we'll  eat 
our  dinner  and  defy  her.    And  for  the  value  of 
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tb^  gowden  piece,  it  shall  never  be  said  I  poaolu 
ed  her  siller.  I  will  gie  it  to  some  poof  body 
— ^hat  is,  I  will  test  upon  it  at  my  deatb,  and 
keep  it  for  a  purse-pemi j  till  tbat  d«y  comtA,  and 
that'^s  no  ufflng  it  in  the  way  of  spending-^er. 
Say  your  best  college  grace,  man,  and  let  Us  eai 
and  drink  in  the  meantime." 

^  Ye  had  muckle  better  say  an  araamus  to 
Skttnt  Roflald)  afid  fling  a  sixpence  ower  your  left 
shouther,  master^"  said  Tronda« 

<^  That  ye  may  pick  it  up,  ye  jaud,"  said  the 
implacable  Mistress  Baby ;  ^*  it  will  be  bug  or 
ye  win  the  worth  of  it  ony  other  gate.-^Sit  down^ 
Triptolemus,  and  mind  na  the  woi^s  of  a  daft 
wife." 

*<  Daft  or  wise,"  replied  Yellowley,  veiy  madi 
disconcerted,  ^^  she  kens  more  than  I  would  wish 
she  kend.  It  was  awfu^  to  see  ric  a  wind  fa*  at 
the  voice  of  fle^h  and  Mood  like  oursens'--and 
then  yon  about  the  hearth-stane— 'I  cannot  but 
think" 

^'  If  ye  cannot  but  think,"  said  Mistress  Bt^ 
by,  very  sharply,  "  at  least  ye  can  baud  yoiir 
tongue." 

2 
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Tbe  agriculturist  made  no  replyj  but  sate 
damn  to  their  scanty  meal,  and  did  the  honours 
of  it  vith  unusual  heartiness  to  his  new  guest, 
die  fint  of  the  intruders  who  had  arrived,  and 
thelsst  who  left  tl^m.  The  nllocfas  speedily  dis- 
ippeaxed,  and  the  smoked  goose,  with  its  append- 
^ea,  look  wing  so  effectually,  that  Tronda,  to 
whom  the  polidiing  of  the  bones  had  bemi  des- 
tined, found  the  task  accomplished,  or  nearly  so, 
to  her  hand.  After  dinner,  the  host  produced  his 
bottle  of  brandy,  but  Mordaunt,  whose  general 
habits  were  as  sober  almost  as  those  of  his  father, 
laid  a  verjr  li^t  tax  upon  this  unusual  exertion 
of  hospitality. 

During  the  meal,  they  learned  so  much  of 
young  Mordaunt,  and  of  his  father,  that  even 
Baby  resisted  his  wish  to  re-assume  his  wet  gar- 
ments, and  pressed  him  (at  the  risk  of  an  expen- 
nye  supper  being  added  to  the  charges  of  the  day) 
to  tarry  with  them  till  the  next  morning.  But 
what  Noma  had  sud  excited  the  youth^s  wish  to 
reach  home,  nor,  however  far  the  hospitality  of 
Stourburgh  was  extended  in  his  behalf,  did  the 
house  present  any  particular  temptations  to  in^ 
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duoe  him  to  remain  there  longer.  He  therefore 
aeoepted  the  loan  of  the  factbr^s  clothes,  promised 
to  return  them,  and  send  for  his  own ;  and  took 
a  civil  leaving  of  his  host  and  Mistress  Baby, 
the  latter  of  whom,  however  affected  by  the  loss 
of  her  goose,  could  not  but  think  the  cost  well 
bestowed  (since  it  was  to  be  expended  at  all)  up- 
on so  handsome  and  cheerful  a  youth. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Sbe  dMi  Bd  work  by  hal?es,  yon  raving  ocemn ; 
Ei^olplniig  those  die  stnmgles,  her  wild  womb 
Afibrds  the  mariners  whom  she  hath  dealt  on, 
Their  death  at  onoe,  and  sepulchre. 

Old  Play. 

There  were  ten  '<  lang  Scots  miles^  betwixt 
Stourburgh  and  Jarlshof ;  and  though  the  pedes- 
trian did  not  number  all  the  impediments  which 
crossed  Tam  o*"  Shanter''s  path, — ^for,  in  a  coun- 
try where  there  are  neither  hedges  nor  stone  in- 
dosures,  there  can  be  neither  ^^  slaps  nor  stiles,^-^ 
yet  the  number  and  nature  of  the  ^^  waters  and 
mosses^  which  he  had  to  cross  in  his  peregrina- 
tion, was  fully  sufficient  to  balance  the  account, 
and  to  render  his  journey  as  toilsome  and  dan- 
gerous as  that  of  the  celebrated  retifeat  from 
Ayr.  Neither  witch  nor  warlock  crossed  Mor- 
daunf  s  path,  however.    The  length  of  the  day 
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was  already  considerable,  and  he  arrived  safe  at 
Jarlshof  by  eleven  oVlock  at  night  All  was  still 
and  dark  around  the  mansion,  and  it  was  not  till 
he  had  whistled  twice  or  thrice  beneath  Swertha'*8 
window,  that  she  replied  to  the  signal. 

At  the  first  sound,  Swertha  fell  into  an  agree- 
able dream  of  a  young  whale-fisher,  who  aome 
forty  years  since  used  to  make  such  a  signal  be- 
neath the  window  of  her  hut ;  at  the  second,  she 
waked  to  remember  that  Johnnie  Fea  slept  sound 
amongst  the  frosen  wa^es  of  Greenland  for  this 
many  a  ycar^  and  that  she  was  Mr  Mertoun^s 
gouvemante  at  Jarlshof;  at  the  thirds  she  arose 
and  opened  the  window. 

*^  Whae  is  that,*^  she  demanded,  <^  at  sic  an 
hour  of  the  night  ?* 

"  It  is  I,"  said  the  youth. 

*'  And  what  for  come  na  ye  in  ?  The  door'^s  on 
the  latch,  and  there  is  a  gathering  peat  on  the 
kitchen  fire,  and  a  spunk  beade  it--^ye  can  light 
your  ain  candle.*** 

"  All  well,'"  replied  Mordaunt ;  ^*  but  I  want 
to  know  how  my  father  is.^ 
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^  Jmt  in  Ins  ordiiiaij,  gude  gmtlrmttn    infc 
iflg  for  ycm.  Master  Mordaimt;  ye  are  owte  far 
and  ower  late  in  your  walks,  young  gentleman/* 

^  Tben  the  dark  hour  has  passed^  Swertha  r* 

^  In  troth  has  it.  Master  Mordaun  t,"*  answeied 
the  goofemante ;  ^  and  your  father  is  very  rea- 
aoKaUy  good-natured  for  him,  poor  gentleman. 
I  spdke  to  him  twice  yesterdajr  without  his  speak- 
ing fint}  and  the  first  time  he  answered  me  as 
cifil  as  yon  oonld  do,  and  the  neist  time  he  bade 
me  no  pb^ue  him ;  and  then,  thought  I,  three 
times  were  aye  canny,  so  I  spake  to  him  again  tcft 
luck*s-sake,  and  he  called  me  a  chattering  old 
derily  but  it  was  quite  and  clean  in  a  ciyil  sort  of 
way  J* 

**  Enough,  enough,  Swertha,^  answered  Mor- 
daunt;  ^*  and  now  get  up  and  find  me  something 
to  eat,  tor  I  have  dined  but  pooriy.^ 

**  Then  you  have  been  at  the  new  folks  at 
Stourburgh  ?  for  there  is  no  another  house  in  a** 
the  Isles  but  they  wad  haegi^en  ye  the  best  share 
of  the  best  they  had.  Saw  ye  ought  of  Noma  of 
the  FitfuUiead  ?  She  went  to  Stourburgh  this 
morning,  and  returned  to  the  town  at  night.'" 
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'<  Iletumed  ! — then  she  is  here.  How  could 
'she  travel  three  leagues  and  better  in  so  diort  a 
time  ?^ 

**  Wha  kens  how  she  travels,'^  replied  Swer- 
tha ;  *^  but  I  heard  her  tell  the  Ranzelman- wi** 
my  ain  lugs,  that  she  intended  that  day  to  have 
gone  on  to  Bui^h-Westra,  to  speak  with  Minna 
Troil,  but  she  had  seen  that  at  Stourburgh  (in- 
.deed  she  said  at  Harfra»  for  she  never  calls  it  by 
the  other  name  of  Stourburgh,)  that  sent  her  back 
to  our  town.  But  gang  your  ways  round,  and 
ye  shall  have  plenty  of  supper— -ours  is  nae  toom 
pantry,  and  still  less  a  locked  ane,  though  my 
master  be  a  stranger,  and  no  just  that  tight  in 
the  upper  rigging,  as  the  Ranzclman  says.^ 

Mordaunt  walked  round  to  the  kitchen  accord- 
ingly^ where  Swertha^s  care  speedily  accommo- 
dated him  with  a  plentiful,  though  coarse  meal, 
which  indemnified  him  for  the  scanty  hospitality 
he  had  experienced  at  Stourburgh. 

In  the  mornings  some  feelings  of  fatigue  made 
young  Mertoun  later  than  usual  in  leaving  his 
bed ;  so  that,  contrary  to  what  was  the  ordinary 
case,  he  found  his  father  in  the  apartment  where 
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tlKjeat,  and  which  served  them  indeed  for  every 

common  purpose,  save  that  of  a  bed-chamber  or 

of  a  kitchen.    The  scm  greeted  the  father  in  mute 

rererence,  and  waited  until  he  should  address  him. 

**  You  were  absent  yesterday,  Mordaunt,^ 

said  his  father.     Mordaunf  s  absence  had  lasted 

a  week  and  more;  but  he  had  often  observed  that 

his  &tber  never  seemed  to  notice  how  time  passed 

during  the  time  he  was  affected  with  his  sull^i 

vapours.    He  assented  to  nvhat  the  elder  Mr  Mer- 

toun  bad  ssud. 

**  And  you  were  at  Burgh- Westra,  as  I  think," 
oononued  his  father. 
*^  Yes,  sir,^  replied  Mordaunt. 
The  elder  Mertoun  was  then  silent  for  some 
Ume,  and  paced  the  floor  in  deep  silence,  with  an 
tir  of  sombre  reflection,  which  seemed  as  if  he  was 
about  to  relapse  into  his  moody  fit.  Suddenly 
turning  to  his  son,  however,  he  observed,  in  the 
tone  of  a  query,  ^^  Magnus  Troil  has  two  daugh- 
ters— ^they  must  be  now  young  women  ;  they  are 
thought  handsome,  of  course  ?^ 

^^  Very  generally,  mr,^  answered  Mordaunt, 
rather  surprised  to  hear  his  father  making  any 
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isqinrics  dboiit  the  iofimhiak  of  a  aex  wkiek 
he  naoaDy  thought  m  li|^  of,  a  mtpiMe  vhkh 
was  modi  incfeaied  bjr  the  next  qoeilioiiy  pvt  as 
abruptly  as  the  former. 

^  Winch  think  you  die  handaooMOtr* 

^  I  «*  P  i«|£ed  his  SOB  with  aome  woadar^ 
but  without  embamnment— ^  I  really  am  ma 
judge — ^I  never  oonadeied  whidi  was  aboohitdy 
the  handsomest.  They  are  both  very  pret^ 
young  women«^ 

^  You  evade  my  question,  Mordaunt ;  parhafis 
I  have  some  yety  particular  reason  for  my  wUi 
to  be  acquainted  with  your  taste  in  this  matter. 
I  am  not  used  to  waste  words  for  no  purpose.  I 
ask  you  again,  which  of  Magnus  TroiPs  daugh^ 
ters  you  think  most  handsome  F* 

^^  Really,  sir,^  replied  Mordaunt-^^  but  you 
only  jest  in  asking  me  such  a  question.'^ 

^^  Youn^  man,^  replied  Mertoun,  with  eyes 
which  began  to  roU  and  sparkle  with  impatienoe^ 
^^  I  never  jest  I  desire  an  answer  to  my  ques« 
tion.** 

^*  Then,  upon  my  word,  sir,^  said  Mordaunt, 
''  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  form  a  judgment  bo* 
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Urkt  die  young  ladie^-«ibey  arebolh  very  preiljr» 
ballijriioiiieaDslikeeildi  other.  Miniia is  dark- 
Vntdy  and  more  giwre  than  her  aster^— more  sfr. 
fiom,  but  bj  nomeaiiB  cither  duU  or  sullen.** 

**  Um,*  TC|£ed  his  father ;  ^  you  have  been 
grardy  brought  up,  and  this  Minna,  I  suppose, 
pleases  you  mosti^ 

^  No,  sir,  really  I  can  giTe  her  no  preference 
over  her  siatcr  Bienda,  who  is  as  gay  as  a  laank 
io  aspriag  mcvning^^-Jess  tall  than  her  sister,  but 
so  vdl  lanMked,  and  so  excellent  a  dancer^  

**  Tciat  she  is  best  qualified  to  amuse  the  young 
man  who  has  a  dull  home  and  a  moody  father,^ 
asid  Mr  Mertoun. 

Nothing  in  his  ftuher^'s  conduct  had  ever  suiu 
prised  M<»dauot  so  much  as  the  obstinacy  with 
which  he  seemed  to  pursue  a  theme  so  foreign  to 
bis  geqeral  train  of  thought,  and  habits  of  eon- 
veisation ;  but  he  contented  himself  with  answer, 
ngooee  more,  *^  that  both  the  young  ladies  were 
highly  admirable,  but  he  had  never  thought  of 
tbem  with  the  wish  to  do  either  injustice  by 
ranking  her  lower  than  her  sister — ^that  olhcrs 
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would  probably  decide  between  them  as  th^  hap- 
pened to  be  partial  to  a  grave  or  a  gay  dispocd- 
tion,  or  to  a  dark  or  fair  complexion ;  but  that 
he  could  see  no  excellent  quality  in  the  one  that 
was  not  balanced  by  something  equally  captiva- 
ting in  the  other." 

It  is  possible  that  even  the  coolness  with  which 
Mordaunt  made  this  explanation  might  not  have 
satisfied  his  father  concerning  tlie  subject  of  inves- 
tigation ;  but  Swertha  at  this  moment  entered 
with  breakfast,  and  the  youth,  notwithstanding 
hb  late  supper,  engaged  in  that  meal  with  an  air 
which  satbfied  Mertoun  that  he  held  it  matter 
of  more  grave  importance  than  the  conversation 
which  they  had  just  held,  and  that  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say  upon  the  subject  explanatory  of  the 
answers  he  had  already  given.  He  shaded  his  brow 
with  his  hand,  and  looked  long  fixedly  upon  the 
young  man  as  be  was  busied  with  his  morning 
meal.  There  was  neither  abstraction  nor  a  sense 
of  being  observed  in  any  of  his  motions ;  all  was 
frank,  natural,  and  open. 

"  He  is  fancy-free,'^  muttered  Mertoun  to  him- 
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leif...*^  $o  yaaxtg^  m>  lirdy,  and  so  unaginatiYi^ 
■>  hmdioaie  and  soattnictiyeinfiKxandpenoiiy 
Unage,  that  at  his  age,  and  in  his  dicumstanoesy 
he  dioiild  have  aycMded  the  meshes  which  catch 
sD  die  world  beside.'' 

\Vlien  the  breakfast  was  cnrer,  the  dder  Mcr- 
tomn,  instead  of  proposing,  as  usoal^  that  his  soa, 
wiio  awaited  his  cotmnands,  should  betake  him* 
seiftDooe  branch  or  other  of  his  stodies,  assmned 
his  hat  and  staff,  and  deared  that  Mordannt 
sboaU  aooompeny  him  to  the  top  of  the  diff, 
called  Somboigfa-head,  and  from  thence  look  oat 
apoo  the  state  of  the  ooeao,  agitated  as  it  must 
sdil  be  bj  the  tempest  of  the  preceding  dajL 
Mordannt  was  at  the  age  when  joung  men  will- 
inglj  exchai^  sedentary  pursuits  for  actire  ex- 
cRsse^  and  started  up  with  alacrity  to  comply 
vith  lus  father^s  request ;  and  in  the  course  of  a 
iewminutes  they  were  mounting  togedier  the  hill, 
which,  ascending  from  the  land  side  in  a  long, 
aecp,  and  gnasy  slope,  sinks  at  once  from  the 
summit  to  the  sea  in  an  abrupt  and  tremendous 


The  day  was  deligfatful;    there  was  just  so 
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tuiicb  nuicion  in  the  «r  as  to  dbtuib  the  littk 
fleeqr  t^Umds  nrfiieh  were  scattered  en  the  hcni* 
woBif  and  by  floating  them  oocaskmidly  over  die 
am,  to  dieqtier  the  landscape  with  that  irarie^ 
of  light  and  shade  which  often  giyes  to  a  ban 
and  unenclosed  scene^  for  the  time  at  kaat,  a 
spedes  of  charm  approadung  to  the  varietka  of 
a  coltivated  and  planted  country.  A  thousand 
ititting  hoes  ef  light  and  shade  played  over  llie 
e^qpanse  of  wild  moor,  rocks,  and  inlets,  which« 
0B  they  dimbed  higher  and  higher,  wpnad  in  inde 
and  wider  circuit  around  them* 

The  elder  Mertoun  often  paused  and  look^ 
around  upon  the  scene,  and  for  some  time  his  son 
supposed  that  he  halted  to  enjoy  its  beautiea; 
but  as  they  ascended  still  higher  up  the  hill,  be 
temarked  hb  shortened  breath  and  his  uncertain 
and  tmlsome  step,  and  became  assured,  with  some 
feelings  of  alarm,  that  his  father^s  strength  was^ 
for  the  moment,  exhausted,  and  that  he  found 
the  ascent  more  toilsome  and  fatting  than  usuaL 
To  draw  dose  to  his  side,  and  offer  him  in  nlence 
the  assistance  of  his  arm,  was  an  act  of  youthfij 
deference  to  advanced  age,  as  well  as  of  filial  re« 
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vcfCDce,  and  Hertouiiaeeiiiedatfir9t8otojreoei?« 
k,  tar  he  took  in  nlence  the  adranUige  of  the  ml 
tkoiidbrded  hiss* 

It  wtm  but  for  two  or  thiee  minutes,  howerer, 
diat  the  father  avuled  himself  of  his  son'^s  sup- 
port. They  had  not  ascended  fifty  yards  farther 
eee  lie  fmahoA  Moidaunt  suddenly,  if  not  rude- 
ly, from  him  ;  and  as  if  stung  into  exertion  by 
some  sodden  ieoollection,b^;an  to  mount  theae* 
divity  with  sodi  long  and  quick  paces,  that  Mor- 
dsnatt  in  his  turn,  was  dbliged  to  exert  himself 
to  keep  peoe  with  him.  He  knew  his  father^s  p^ 
culisrity  of  dispontion ;  he  was  aware,  from  many 
digbt  drcnmstances,  that  he  loved  him  not  eren 
while  he  todi  much  pains  of  his  education,  and 
while  be  seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  of  his  care 
upon  earth.  But  the  conviction  had  never  been 
more  strongly  or  more  powerfully  forced  upon 
bin  than  by  the  hasty  churlishness  witli  which 
M^touQ  Tweeted  from  a  son  that  assistance  whidi 
most  elderly  men  are  willing  to  receivefnnn youths 
with  whom  they  are  but  slightly  connected,  as  a 
tribute  which  it  is  alike  graceful  to  yield  and  to 
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receive.  Mertoun,  however,  did  not  seem  to  per- 
ceive the  effect  which  his  unkindness  h^d  produ- 
ced upon  his  son^s  feelings.  He  paused  upon  a 
sort  of  level  terrace  which  they  had  now  attain- 
ed, and  addressed  his  son  with  an  indifferent 
tone,  which  seemed  in  some  degree  affected. 

*^  Since  you  have  so  few  inducements^  Mop* 
daunt,  to  remain  in  these  wild  islands,  I  suppose 
you  sometimes  wish  to  look  a  little  more  abroad- 
into  the  world  P'* 

"  By  my  word,  sir,**  replied  Mordaunt,  **  I  can- 
not say  I  ever  have  tliought  on  such  a  subjectl'^ 

"  And  why  not,  young  man  ?**  demanded  bis 
father ;  ^^  it  were  but  natural,  I  think,  at  your 
age.  At  your  age,  the  fair  and  varied  breadth  of 
Britain  could  not  gratify  me,  much  less  the  com- 
pass of  a  sea-girdled  peat-moss.**^ 

"  I  have  never  thought  of  leaving  Zetland, 
sir,'*  replied  the  son.  "  I  am  happy  here,  and 
have  friends.  You  yourself,  sir,  would  miss  me, 
unless  indeed^ 

"  Why,  thou  wouldst  not  persuade  me,**  *aid 
his  father,  somewhat  hastily,  « that  you  stay  here, 
or  desire  to  stay  here,  for  the  love  of  me  ?" 


THE  PIRATE.  157 

"  Why  should  I  not,  sir?^  answered  Mor- 
daant,  mildly ;  ^'  it  is  my  duty,  and  I  h<^  I 
have  hitherto  performed  iU^ 

*'  O  ay,^  repealed  Mertoun,  in  the  same  tone 

— "  your  duty — ^your  duty.    So  it  is  the  duty  of 

the  dog  to  follow  the  grcx>m  that  feeds  him.^ 

^  And  does  he  not  do  so,  sir  ?^  said  Mordaunt. 

'*  Ayj^  said  his  father^  turning  his  head  aside ; 

^  but  he  fawns  only  on  those  who  caress  him.^ 

^  I  hope^  sir,*"  replied  Mordaunt,  *'  I  have  not 
been  fi^und  deficient  r^ 

^  Say  no  more  on'^t— «ay  no  more  on^,^  said 
Mertoun  abruptly,  '^  we  have  both  done  enough 
bj  each  other — ^we  must  soon  part — Let  that  be 
our  comfort — if  our  separation  should  require 
comfort'' 

"  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  your  wishes,*^  said 
Mordaunt,  not  alu^ether  displeased  at  wbat  pro- 
mised him  an  opportunity  of  looking  further 
abroad  into  the  world.  ^*  I  presume  it  will  be 
your  pleasure  that  I  commence  my  travels  with 
«  season  at  the  whale-fishing.^ 

"  Whale-fishing  !'*'  replied  Mertoun  ;  **  that 
vere  a  mode  indeed  of  seeing  the  world ;  but 
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thdii  speakest  but  as  thou  hast  learned.  JSaofUgh 
bf  this  for  the  {freseiit.  Tell  me  where  you  had 
shelter  from  the  storm  yesterday  i^ 

^  At  Stourburgb,  the  house  of  the  new  tmsum 
from  Scotland.^ 

**  A  pedantic^  fantastic,  vidonaiy  Schemer^*' 
said  Mertoun— '^  and  whom  saw  you  there  ?** 

<<  His  sister,  nr,^  replied  M<»dauQt,  ^<  and  old 
Noma  of  the  Fitful-head.^ 

*^  What !  the  mistress  of  the  potent  spell^^  an- 
swered Mertoun,  with  a  sneer-^*^  she  who  etn 
change  the  wind  by  pulling  her  cureh  on  one  dde^ 
as  King  Erick  used  to  do  by  tumnig  Us  ca|^  ? 
The  daikie  journeys  far  from  home— how  £ues 
she  ?  Does  she  get  rich  by  selling  fiivoaraUe 
winds  to  those  who  are  port-bound  ?*" 

**  I  really  do  not  know,  sir,^  said  Mordaunt, 
whom  certain  recollections  prevented  from  freely 
entering  into  his  father^s  humour. 

^*  You  think  the  matter  too  serious  to  be  jested 
with,  or  perhaps  esteem  her  merchandize  too  light 
to  be  cared  after,""  continued  Mertoun,  in  the 
same  sarcastic  tone,  which  was  the  nearest  ap- 
pttmch  he  ever  made  to  cheerfulness ;  <^  but  oon- 
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it  aioffe  deeply.  ETery  thing  in  the  uni^ 
is  bought  and  soM,  and  why  not  wind^  if 
the  mon^ant  can  find  purduHen  ?  The  earth  ia 
icaiad  ftom  its  aiirfaoe  down  to  iu  moit  oentnd 
■iBts;-i-diefire^  and  the  means  of  feeding  it,  are 
cmimtiy  bought  and  sold  ;->-die  imetshas  that 
Bvesp  the  boisteroas  oeean  with  thoir  nets,  pay 
lannni  fcr  the  privil^e  of  being  drowned  in  it. 
What  title  has  the  air  to  be  ei^etnpted  from  the 
aHfenaltfOQiae  of  traffic?  AU  above  the  earth, 
aadcr  the  earth,  and  around  the  earthy  his  its 
ptiee,  its  sdkrs,  and  its  purdiasers.  In  many 
couatriss  the  priests  will  sell  you  a  poftion  of 
karen^i-ui  all  countries  men  are  williag  to  buy 
in  exdiange  for  health,  wealth,  and  peace  of  con- 
aaenoe,  a  Adl  portion  of  helL  Why  should  not 
Noma  pursue  her  traffic?'** 

^  Nay,  I  know  no  reason  against  it,"*  replied 
Mertonn ;  *<  only  I  wish  she  woidd  part  with  the 
aw— KwHty  in  smaller  quantities.  Yesterday  she 
vas  a  wholesale  dealer — ^whoever  treated  with  her 
iad  too  good  a  pennyworth.*** 

<*  It  is  even  so,**  said  the  father,  pausing  on 
the  verge  of  the  wild  promontory  which  they 
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had  attainetl,  where  the  huge  precipice  sinks  ab- 
ruptly down  on  the  wide  and  tempestuous  ooeaiiy 
*^  and  the  effects  are  suU  visible.'" 

The  face  of  that  lofty  cape  is  composed  of  the 
soft  and  crumbling  stone  called  sand-flag,  which 
gradually  yields  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere, 
and  becomes  split  into  large  masses,  tliat  hang 
loose  upon  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and,  de- 
tached from  it  by  the  fury  of  the  tempests,  ofn 
ten  descend  with  great  fury  to  the  vexed  abyss 
which  lashes  the  foot  of  the  rock.    Numbers  of 
these  huge  fragments  lie  strewed  beneath  the  rock 
from  which  they  have  descended,  and  among* 
these  the  tide  foams  and  rages  with  a  fury  pec 
liar  to  these  latitudes. 

At  the  period  when  Mertoun  and  his  sonic 
ed  from  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  the  wide 
still  heaved  and  swelled  with  the  agitation  o 
yesterday ''s  storm,  which  had  been  fur  too  v' 
to  subside  speedily.     The  tide  therefore  p 
on  the  headland  with  a  fury  deafening  to  t' 
and  dizzying  to  the  eye,  threatening  ins! 
struction  to  whatever  might  be  at  the  tin 
ved  in  its  current.    The  sight  of  natur 
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nMgBigo9nc9i  or  ia  her  beauty,  or  in  her  teiMK% 
kis  it  ail  tUoea  an  oveippwerng  intereati  which 
even  haUt  cannot  gr^tlj  weakei) ;  and  both  fa^ 
thflr  and  aoa  fate  themaelveadown  on  the  cliff  to 
look  oat  upon  that  unboiuided  war  of  waters, 
wUch  foiled  in  their  wrath  to  the  foot  of  the 
precqace. 

At  once  Mordaunt,  whose  eyes  wer^  sharper, 
and  probably  his  attention  more  alert  than  that 
of  his  Ikther,  started  up  and  exclaimed,  **  God  in 
Heaven !  there  is  a  vessel  in  the  Roost.^ 

Mertoun  looked  to  the  north-westwxud,  and  an 
object  was  visible  amid  the  rolling  tide.  **  She 
shews  no  sail,^  he  observed;  and  immediately 
added,  after  looking  at  th^  object  through  his 
^y-^assy  **  She  is  dismasted,  and  lies  a  sheer- 
hulk  upon  tlie  water.*" 

''And  is  drifting  on  the  Sumburgh-head,'*^ 
said  If  ordaunt,  struck  with  horror, ''  without  the 
■lightest  means  of  weathering  the  cape.*** 

^  She  makes  no  efibrt,"^  replied  his  father ;  ^'  she 
is  probably  deserted  by  her  crew.^ 
''  And  in  such  a  day  as  yesterday,^  replied 
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shd^nidimed  lAthtthe  tieat'iiite  vrtt  hartdted  «& 
ci<p«  'dl  rniMt  hayfe  perished.^-  '•  *  ^  ^-  -i"  ..ifc: 
,  <^Iti8iiMstpidbiable,^MMbb  father, wkbflfe^ 
4x»ipo8uie;  ^^and  one  day^gooner  or  lafiBr,ittkiicrat' 
hare  perisbed.  What  signifieswhedier  the  iMk^ 
er,  whom  nothing  escapes,  caught  them  up  atkhi^ 
«iMK^from  yonder  shattered  deck,  brwhetherfalb 
dtftehed  tbefn  indiyiduaUy ,  as  dianee  gare  them- 
tO'his  grasp  ?  What  ngnifies  it  ?-*^*the  dedt,  tka 
hattleufield,  ore  sdmse  more  fatal  to  us^than^mi'  - 
tSblt  stad  our  bed ;  and  lire  are  saved  from  the 
.  one,  merely  to  drag  out  a  heartless  and-  urettPt^ 
sctoie  existence,  till  we  perish  at  the  other.  Would 
the  hour  were  come— that  hour  whidi  leaoon 
would  teach  us  to  wish  for,  were  it  not  that  tuu 
ture  has  implanted  the  fear  of  it  so  strongly  with^ 
in  us.  You  wonder  at  such  a  reflection,  because 
life  is  yet  new  to  you.  Ere  you  have  attained  my 
age,  it  will  be  the  familiar  companion  of  your 
thoughts."" 

"  Surely,  sir,""  replied  Mordaunt,  "  such  dim 
taste  to  life  is  not  the  necessary  consequence  of 
advanced  age  ?'^ 


.  (<^i^  aIK#ho  have  sense  to  eBttmatethAft  which 
il'istiMilyWoith,'*9iiid  Mertoun.  ^  These  wb^i 
iikeMagnoB  Ti^l,  possess  so  much  of  the  ani* 
md  uBpukes  dbout  them,  as  td  derive-pleaBure 
fim-sensaal  ^ratificatioii,  may  perhaps^  bke-the 
tuials^  fed  pteasine  in  mene  existenee.**- ' 
'  Mcvdanttt  liked  neidier  the  doctrine  ttor  the. 
'eiODfde.  He  thought  a  man  i^ho  discharged  his 
iJaliui  towards  others  as  well  as  the  good  old 
mUler;  had  a  better  right  to  have  the  son  sMne 
tmr^  his  settings  than  that  which  he  m^ht  de^ 
i«i*e  frdm  mere  insensibility.  But  he  let  the  sub^ 
jeetdropF;  for  to  dispute  with  his  father^  had 
always  the  effect  of  irritating  him  ;  and  again  he 
adverted  to  the  condition  of  the  wreck. 

Thebulk,  for  it  was  little  better,  was  nowin 
ihe  very  midst  of  the  current,  and  drifting  at  a 
great  rate  towards  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  upon 
vhdse  verge  they  were  placed.  Yet  it  was  a  long 
while  ere  they  had  a  distinct  view  of  the  object 
which  they  had  at  first  seen  as  a  black  speck 
amoDgst  the  waters,  and  then  at  a  nearer  distance, 
I'dtea  whale,  which  now  scarce  shews  its  back-fin 
abe^e-^the  waves,  now  throws  to  view  its  huge 
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black  side.  Now,  however,  they  could  more  di«- 
tinctly  obserre  the  appearance  of  the  ship,  for 
the  huge  swelling  waves  which  bore  it  forward 
to  the  shore,  heaved  it  alternately  high  upon 
the  surface,  and  then  plunged  it  into  the  trough 
or  furrow  of  the  sea.  She  seemed  a  vessel  of  two 
or  three  hundred  tons,  fitted  up  for  defence,  for 
they  could  see  her  port-holes.  She  had  been  dis- 
masted probably  in  the  gale  of  the  preceding  day, 
and  lay  water-logged  on  the  waves,  a  prey  to 
their  violence.  It  appeared  certain,  th^t  the  erew, 
finding  themselves  unable  either  to  direct  the 
vessePs  course,  or  to  relieve  her  by  pumping, 
had  taken  to  their  boats,  and  left  her  to  heofate. 
All  apprehensions  were  therefore  unnecessary,  so 
far  as  the  immediate  los$  of  human  lives  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  yet  it  wa^  not  without  a  feeli^  of 
breathless  awe  that  Mordaunt  and  his  father  b^ 
held  the  ve8sel--^that  rare  masterpiece  by  which 
human  genius  aspires  to  surmount  the  waves, 
and  contend  with  the  winds,  upon  the  point  of 
falling  a  prey  to  them. 

Onward  it  came,  the  large  black  hulk  seeming 
larger  at  every  fathom's  length .  She  came  nearer^ 
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ndl  ihe  botrode  the  fummit  of  one  tremendotit 
Uknr,  which  rolled  on  with  her  unbroken,  tiU  the 
vmfe  and  its  borthen  were  precipitated  agsinat  the 
jock,  and  then  the  triumph  of  the  elements  oyer 
the  work  of  human  hands  was  at  once  completed . 
One  wave,  we  have  said,  made  the  wrecked  ves* 
wA  fioaspl^tely  manifest  in  her  whole  bulk,  as  it 
naed  her,  and  bore  her  onward  against  die  face 
of  the  precipioe.  But  when  that  wave  receded 
horn  the  foot  of  the  rock,  the  ship  had  ceased  to 
exist ;  and  the  retiring  billow  only  bore  back  a 
4{iiaadty  of  beams,  planks,  casks,  and  similar  ob- 
jecti^  which  swept  out  to  the  ofBng,  to  be  brought 
is  again  by  the  next  wave,  and  again  precipitated 
spon  the  fmoe  of  the  rack. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Mordaunt  concei- 
ved be  saw  a  man  floating  on  a  plank  or  water* 
cask,  which,  drifting  away  from  the  main  current, 
aeeased  about  to  go  a-shore  upon  a  small  spot  of 
itnd,  where  the  water  was  shallow,  and  the  waves 
broke  more  smoothly.  To  see  the  danger,  and 
to  exdaim,  ^  He  lives,  and  may  yet  be  saved  !^ 
was  the  first  impulse  of  the  fearless  Mordaunt. 
The  next  was,  afler  one  rapid  glance  at  the  front 
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otAbe^cUfff  toipifeetpttate  }ihiilKlfU-40iieh  settneA^ 
theiapidky  of  41111  movement— from  tbeverge^'itiid- 
to  commence,  by  means  of  slight  fisBUTes,  proger'^: 
tipns,  and  crevices  in  the  rock,  a  descent,  whicii^^ 
to  a  spectator,  appeared  little  else  than  an  act  of 
absolute  insanity. 

<<  Stop,  I  command  you,  rash  boy,^  said  Us 
father ;  ^*  the  attempt  is  death.    Stop,  and  lake 
the  safer  path  to  the  left.^    But  Mordaunt  was  • 
already  completely  engaged  in  his  perilous  eolav 
prize.  .-..;,, 

**  Why  should  I  prevent  htm  P  said  iiis.fii^' : 
ther,  checking  his  anxiety  with  the  stem  and  ton^ 
feeling  philosophy  whose  principles  he  had  adopt- ; 
ed.  ^^  Should  he  die  now,  full  of  generous  and 
high  feeling,  eager  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  hap- 
py in  the  exertion  of  bis  own  conscious  activity 
and  youthful  strength— should  he  die  aow^  will 
he  not  escape  misanthropy,  and  remorse,  and  sge, 
and  the  consciousness  of  decaying  powers,  both 
of  body  and  mind  P — I  will  not  look  upon  it,  how* 
ever-~I  will  not^— I  cannot  behold  his  young 
light  so  suddenly  quenched.'V 


BiMJsm/L  MX 

f..  fit  tanied  <»»  the  pieBi|Hd0  fwoordi^^ 
hmming  to  tlie  left  for  moffe  Ihaii  a  qumhetraf 
m  ♦■Bey  im  proceeded  towards  a  rww»  or  cleft  in 
die  rock,  cantainiog  a  path^tcaUed.  £iack^aal)qie, 
^acilher  safe,  indeed,  nor  easy,  but  the  only  one 
by  whicb  the  inhabitants  erf*  Jarlsbof  were  wont, 
•for  any  purpose^  to  seek  aooeas  U>  the  fool  of  the 


Bttt  hng  ere  Mertoun  had  reached  even  the 
end  of  the  pass,  his  adventuroos  and  ac- 
tive son  had  acooniplished  his  more  desperate  en- 
teqifiae.  He  had  been  in  vain  tamed  aside  from 
the  direct  line  of  descent,  by  the  intervention  of 
diflkulties  which  he  had  not  seen  from  above»*4iis 
route  became  only  more  circuitous,  but  could  not 
be  interrupted.  More  taan  once,  large  fragments 
to  which  he  was  about  to  entrust  his  weight,  gave 
way  before  him,  and  thundered  down  into  the  tor- 
nented  ocean ;  and  in  one  or  two  instances^  sudi 
detadied  pieces  of  rock  rushed  after  him,  as  if  to 
bear  him  headlong  in  their  course.  A  courteous 
heart,  a  steady  eye,  a  tenacious  hand,  and  a  firm 
fool,  carried  him  through  his  desperate  attempt ; 
and  in  the  space  of  seven  m'mutes,  he  stood  at  the 
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botknlti  ^  the  cliff,  fhnn  the  Tsrge  of  wfaicft  he 
had  achieve  hid  peiflows  d^stoiC. 

The  place  which  heiiow  60Oiipied  was  the  amall 
pro^ting  spot  of  stones,  sand^  afid  gcavd^  diat 
extettded  a  litde  way  iato  the  sea,  which  oh  the 
inght  hand  lafihed  the  very  bottom  of  the  pred- 
ptcBi  and  on  the  lefij  was  scarce  divided  fvomit 
by  a  small  wave-worn  portion  of  beach  whkh 
eittended  as  fiEur  as  the  foot  of  the  rent  in  the 
Todu  called  Brick's  steps,  by  which  MordaimtTs 
father  proposed  to  descend. 

When  the  veasd  split  and  went  to  pieoei^  ail 
was  swidlowed  up  in  the  ocean,  whidi  had^  afiisr 
the  first  shock,  been  seen  to  float  upon  the  wcvea, 
excepting  c^y  a  few  pieces  of  wredc^  casks, 
chests,  atid  the  Uke^  which  a  strong  eddy^  ibmed 
k^  the  reflux  of  the  waves,  had  landed^  or  «t 
least  grounded^  ixpon  the  rinllow  where  Mor- 
dant now  stood.  Amongst  tbese^  hts  el^^er  ^e 
discovered  the  object  which  bad  at  first  eiigagM 
his  attention,  and  which  now,  seeA  at  nigber  dih- 
tiAce,  proved  to  be  in  truth  a  daan^  and  in  a 
most  jpreeariotis  kUtte.  His  arms  Wefre  still  wra|>t 
li^ith  a  close  and  convulsivie  grasp  round  the 
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phnk  to  which  he  bad  ctcillg,  in  the  motnetit  of 
fke  diode,  bat  Muse  and  the  power  <tf  niodoti 
itfUB  fled  ;  «nd,  firom  the  tttuation  in  which  the 
fhtok  ]mJj  partly  grounded  updtt  the  beadi,  patt- 
If  idating  in  the  sea,  there  was  eirery  chanoe 
dial  it  aDight  be  again  wa$hed  off  diore^  in  which 
teie  the  naa^s  death  was  inetitable.  Just  as  he 
had  made  himsdf  aware  of  these  circumsianoes, 
Mordanoft  behdd  a  huge  wjEive  adTmcing,  and 
hastened  to  interpose  his  aid  ere  it  burst,  aWare 
disi  the  reflux  might  probaUy  sweep  away  the 
sufferer. 

He  nuhed  into  the  surf  and  fastened  on  the 
body  with  the  same  tenafciiy,  though  under  a  dif- 
ferent impoke,  with  that  wherewith  the  hound 
saxes  has  piey.  The  strengthen  the  retiring  wave 
pmred  even  stronger  than  he  had  expected,  and 
it  was  not  without  a  struggle  for  his  own  life,  as 
weU  as  for  diat  of  the  stranger,  that  Mordaunt 
rensted  being  swept  out  to  sea  with  the  rece- 
diiig  Ullow,  when,  though  an  adroit  swimmer, 
the  str»igth  of  the  tide  must  either  have  dashed 
bin  feigauist  the  rocks,  or  hurried  him  out  to  sea. 
He  stood  his  ground,  however,  and  ere  another 


such  IttUow  had  returned  to  the  attack,  he  dfew 
,up^  upon  the  small  slip  of  dry  sand,  both  the  bo- 
4y  of  the  man,  and  the  plank  to  which  he  ooQli- 
nued  firmly  attached.  But  how  to  save  and  to 
xecall  the  means  of  ebbing-life  and  strength,  and 
.bpw  to  remove  into  a  place  of  greater  safety  the 
8u£Perer,  who  was  incapable  of  giving  any  asnst- 
anoe  towards  his  own  preservation,  were  ques- 
tions which  MordauBt  asked  himself  eagerly,  but 

in  viun.  

He  looked  to  the  summit  of  the  cliff  on  which 
be  had  left  his  father,  and  shouted  to  lumcfpiF-his 
aasbtanoe ; .  but  his  eye  could  not  distinguiihthis 
form,  and  liis  voice  was  only  answered  bjfctfie 
scream  of  the  sea-birds.  He  gazed  again  an  the 
sufterer— A  dress  richly  laced,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  times,  fine  linens,  and  rings -upon 
his  fingers,  eviilted  he  was  a  man  oi'  fiiipen»r 
tank ;  and  his  features  shewed  youth  and  cone^ 
hness,  notwithstanding  they  were  pallid  and  ^ha- 
figured.  He  still  breathed,  but  so  feebly,  that 
his.rcspiratiou  seemed  almost  imperceptible^  Mid 
life  seemed  to  keep  such  slight  hold  of  hiafiMne,. 


m 


thf  iiiare  1»ag  avmyteflnfi' to  fear  it  would  < 
cBBeahflgetliereitiiiguiflbedyOiileaBitifere^^  : 
ifiadbnxdL  To  loosen  the  handkerchief  from 
Ih  DedL,  to  raise  hhn  with  his  face  towank  the 
hneae,  to  support  him  with  his  aims,  was  all  that 
Mordaunt  oould  do  for  his  assistanoe,  whilst  Ik 
aanoariy  looked  round  for  some  one  who  mi|;ht 
kfld  Ids  aid  in  dragging  the  unfortunate  to  a  more 
mfe  situation. 

At  this  moment  he  beheld  a  man  advancing 
dowly  and  cautiously  akmg  the  beach.  He  was  in 
hopes,  act  first,  it  was  his  father,  but  instantly  v^ 
coUected  that  he  had  not  had  time  to  come  round  . 
hj  the  circuitous  descent,  to  which  he  must  ne* 
ceHarily  have  recourse,  and  besides  he  saw  that 
the  man  who  approached  him  was  shorter  in  sto- 
tnre. 

As  he  came  nearer,  Mordaunt  was  at  no  loss  to 
recognize  the  pedlar  whom  the  day  before  be  had 
net  with  at  Harfra,  and  who  was  known  to  him 
before  upon  many  occasions.  He  shouted  as  loud 
as  he  could,  **  Bryce,  hollo !  Bryce,  come  hither  f 
But  the  merchant,  intent  upon  picking  up  some 
€t  the  spmls  of  the  wreck,  and  upon  dragging 
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tbem  4Mt  of  reaoh  of  the  tide,  paid  for  nowm  tmut 
little  atteotion  to  his  aboiits. 

When  he  did  at  length iqpproach  Mordauiit^il 
WHS  not  to  lend  him  hit  aid,  but  to  remonatral^ 
with  him  on  his  rashness  in  undertaking  tkeiohafi^ 
ritable  office.  ^^  Are  ydu  mad  ?^  said  he;  *^  j^u 
that  have  lived  sae  lang  in  Zetland,  to  risk  llit 
saving  of  a  drowning  man  ?  Wot  ye  not,  if  jfM 
bring  him  to  life  again,  he  will  be  sure  to  do  ]fmm 
some  capital  ii^ury  P-'^ome,  Master  Mordaunt, 
bear  a  hand  to  whafs  rnsir  to  the  puipose.  lUp 
me  to  get  ane  or  twa  of  tfae^e  kists  ashore  befcrte 
any  body  else  comes,  and  we  shall  share,  Uke  fgooi 
Christians,  what  God  sends  ua^  and  be  thankful.** 

Mordaunt  was  indeed  no  stranger  to  lihis  in^ 
human  superstition,  current  at  a  former  peiiod 
among  the  lower  orders  of  the  Zetlanders,  asd 
the  more  generally  adopted,  perhaps,  thai  it  ser- 
ved as  an  apology  for  refusing  assistance  to  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  shipwreck^  while  thc^  made 
plulKkr  of  their  goods.  At  any  rate,  the  opi- 
nion, that  to  save  a  drowning  man  was  io  run 
the  risk  ot  future  injury  from  him,  fonned  m 
stt^age  contradiction  in  the  character  of  these 


Uaaden;  wbo»  hospitable,  generous^  and  dis* 
iilet€8ted  on  all  other  occasions^  were  Bometimei^ 
■etefthfjeafly  uiduced  by  this  auperatition,  to  re., 
fiite  tlmr  aid  in  these  mortal  emergencies,  which 
so  oommon  upon  their  rocky  and  stormy 
We  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  exhort- 
and  example  of  the  jnoprietors  have  era» 
dicated  even  the  traces  of  this  inhuman  belief, 
of  which  there  might  be  some  observed  wititdn 
tka  uMunory  ci  those  now  alive.     It  is  strange 
Umi  the  minds  of  men  riiould  have  ever  been 
hardened  towards  those  involved  in  a  distress  to 
which  they  themselves  were  so  constantly  ex- 
posed ;  but  perhaps  the  constant  sight  and  con<^ 
iriousftetq  of  such  danger  tends  to  blunt  the  feel<- 
iogs  to  its  consequences,  whether  affecting  our* 
sdves  or  others. 

Bryoe  was  remarkably  tenacious  of  this  ancient 
bdef ;  the  mcMre  so,  perhaps,  that  the  mounting 
of  his  pack  depended  less  upon  the  ware-houses 
of  Lerwick  or  Kirkwall,  than  on  the  consequences 
of  such  a  north-western  gale  as  that  of  the  day 
pPBoeding ;  for  which  (being  a  man  who,  in  his 
own  way,  professed  great  devotion)  he  seldom 


faikdto  express  his  gnUeftil  tbtoks  to  hea^mi.'  dL 
Wttft  indeed  said  of  bim^  thut  if  be  bad  spent  ^bm , 
Mne  ume  in  assisting  tbe  wrecked  seflmen,  llial^ 
faebad  done  in  rifling  their  bales  and  boxes^^Mi' 
would  have  saved  many  lives,  andlostmuch  lioBaii.' 
He  paid  no  sort  of  attention  to  tbe  repeated' «li^' 
t^eatieff  of  M(»daunt^  althdogb  b^  was  now  iifbk. 
tbe  same  slip  of  sand  witb  bim—- well  known'40 
Bi^ce  as  a  place  on  wbicb  tbe  eddy  waalibel]^  to 
land  sucb  spoils  as  tbe  ocean  disgorged— -but^oen^ 
pied  bimself  busily  in  securing  and  appropriatiBg 
whatever  seemed  most  portable  and  of  greatest  v»i 
bie.  At  length  Mordaunt  saw  tbe  honest  pedlar<f« . 
his  views  upon  a  strong  sea-chest,  framed  dTsosal^ 
Indian  wood,  well  secured  by  brass  plates^*  aAd 
seeming  to  be  of  a  foreign  construction.  The  stout 
lock  resisted  all  Bryce^s  efforts  to  open  it,  un^ 
witb  great  composure,  be  plucked  from  bis  podcet 
a  very  neat  hammer  and  chisel,  and  began  foiu 
cing  the  binges. 

Incensed  at  his  assurance  beyond  patience,* 
Mordaunt  caught  up  a  wooden  stretcher  whiob 
lay  near  him,  and  laying  his  charge  softly  on  the- 
sand,  apph)acbed  Bryce  with  a  menacing  gesture. 


torn  ptmAtY.  tffS 


\j  ^  You  cdld4»tooried  inhitouui 
cJri  I  cither  geC  up  iiMtantly  and  fend  me  jtar 

toTBCXiverthisnian,  and  bear  him  out  of 
Iran  the  amf,  or  I  will  not  only  beat  yott 
Ira  nHmmiy  on  the  spot,  but  inform  ^Magnva 
Iboiiof  yoerthieTery,  that  he  nay  hare  you  flog^. 
ffA  tSa  your  bcoea  are- bore j  aikd  dienbaiuah  ydu 
fnm  tiw  noaun  iiland.^ 

The  fid  of  the  chest  had  just  sprung  cpent  ttk 
Hm  VDOgh  address  saluted  Bryce^s  ears,  and  the 
■■dc^'pfesented  a  tempting  view  <^  wearing  ap- 
parel fcnraea  and  land ;  shirts,  plain  and  with  laoe 
ndBc%  aalver  compass,  asilver-hiltedsword,  and 
other  TahiaUe  articles,  which  the  pedlar  well  knew 
uAie  sudh  as  stir  in  the  trade.  He  was  half-dispo^ 
Kd  to  start  up,  draw  the  sword,  which  was  a  cut- 
nd-thrust,  and  *^  darraign  battaile,^  as  Spencer 
mjBj  rather  than  quit  his  prize,  or  brook  inter- 
roptioD.  Being,  though  short,  a  stout  square-made 
personage,  and  not  much  past  the  prime  of  life^ 
havii^  besides  the  better  weapon,  he  might  have 
given  Mordaunt  more  trouble  than  his  benevo- 
lent knight-errantry  deserved. 


1T6  IMtf^lilAl:!!:* 

oiitfltff)tbti9Ufnl4ieAd^ir]^^  daring  the^fila^vif 
:  4)191^! f|lt^ri)v»t»o;ai«  had  apprdwb^d'  tli6i<^  tavol^ 

.  itj|h{^;^vfUsth<^  ^Aare>  md  itkrjirhariiKjr  Ae 
word|  than  all  that  you  could  earn  t<»day  hOTJiilflp,^ 
•  f^ItMseenteeii  hundred  Hoen^^saklthepdc^ars 
giviog  a  tweak  ta  one  of  the  shirts,  in  that  ipiair'* 
ing  mwner  with  which  matrons  and  judges  asow 
taiiathet^xtur^of  tbeloom;  *^  if s  seeatetn  hun^ 
dred  linen>  and  as  nUong  as  aA  it  w^ra  dowlf^ 

.       .  .  r-  ■  ,:  »  ®    :»■•..   v..    „..  ,    • 
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IfafcrtliekH^  mollKr^  your  bidding  is  to  )be  done ; 
and  I  i»oald  Innre  done  Mr  Mordauni*!  Uddiiig 
too^*  ho  added,  idaxing  from  Us  note  of  defiante, 
into  the  defercntial  whining  tone  irith  irfiich  he 
■joled  hia  cMtotncw,  ^if  hehadnamadeuaeof 
oaths,  which  made  my  very  flesh  groe, 
caaacd  me^  in  some  sort^  to  finget  myself.'* 
He  dMH  took  a  ftuk  from  his  pocket,  and  ap- 
poached  the  shipwrecked  man.  **  lOs  the  beet 
ef  btlBBidy/*  he  said ;  ^  and  if  that  does  na  cwtt 
Ua,  I  ken  nought  that  Wilt.^  So  saying,  he 
look  a  preliminary  gulp  himself,  as  if  to  sh6w  the 
qnafity  of  the  liquor,  and  was  about  to  put  it  to 
the  ifun^s  mouth,  when  suddenly  withholding  his 
hand^  he  kx>ked  at  Noma— ^*  You  insure  me 
i^gsinst  all  risk  of  evil  from  bim,  if  I  am  to  ren- 
der him  my  help  ?-— Ye  ken  yoursel  what  folks 
ssy^  toother.^ 

For  all  other  adswei*,  NcAna  took  the  bottle 
fiom  the  pedlar^s  hand,  and  began  to  chafe  the 
temples  and  throat  of  the  shipwrecked  man  ;  di- 
recting Mordaunt  liow  to  hold  his  head,  so  as  to 
sflbffd  him  the  means  of  disgorging  the  sca^water 
which  he  had  swallowed  during  his  inonerkion. 

▼OL.  I.  M 
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Th^  (ledlar  looked  on  inactive  for  a  mom^ity 
and  then  said.  ^^  To  be  sure  there  is  not  the  same 
tuSl  in  helping  him  now  he  is  out  of  the  wattf  9 
aod  lying  high  and  dry  on  the  beach ;  and,  to  he 
aure^  the  principal  danger  is,  to  those  that  fiist 
touch  him ;  and,  to  be  sure,  it  is  a  world^s  pil^  to 
see.  how  these  rings  are  pinching  the  puir  croa- 
tfire's  swald  finger&--4hey  make  his  hand  as  Uue 
as  a  partan's  back  before  boiling.*^  So  sayii^g,  he 
peized  cmeof  the  mim^s  cold  hands,  which  had  juat, 
jby  a  tremulous  motion,  indicated  the  retiun  of 
li&,  and  began  his  charitable  work  of  removing 
the  rings,  which  seemed  to  be  of  some  value* 

^^  As  you  love  your  life,  forbear,^  said  Nwaa 
sternly,  ^<  or  I  will  lay  that  on  you  wiuch  shall 
spoil  your  travels  through  the  isles.^ 

'*  Now,  for  mercy  s  sake,  mother,  say  nae  mair 
about  it,^  said  the  pedlar,  <^  and  1^11  e^en  do  your 
pleasure  in  your  ain  way.  I  did  feel  a  rheoma- 
tize  in  my  back-spauld  yestreen ;  and  it  wad  be  a 
sair  thing  for  the  like  of  me  to  be  debarred  my 
quiet  walk  round  the  country,  in  the  way  dT  trade 
—making  the  honest  penny,  and  helping  myadf 
with  what  Providence  sends  on  our  coasts.^ 


^  Feiure,  then,^  Mid  the  woomik— i^  Pane,  as 
dMRi  woaldstDOt  meit ;  and  take  this  man  on  thy 
broad  riiofi]der&  His  life  is  of  value,  and  yon 
viU  be  rewarded.* 

^  I  had  mucUe  need,**  said  the  pedhur,  penahre- 
Ijr  lookkig  at  the  fidless  ehest,  and  the  other  nat- 
tORS  which  strewed  the  sand ;  <<  for  he  has  oomed 
betwsen  me  andas  mickle  spreacherie  as  wad  hae 
made  a  man  of  me  for  the  rest  of  my  life ;  and 
now  it  maun  lie  here  till  the  next  tide  sweep  it  a* 
dom  the  Roost,  after  them  that  aught  it  yestev^^ 
day  momii^.* 

^'  Fear  not,*  said  Noma,  ^^  it  will  come  to  manV 
use.  See,  there  come  carrion-crows,  of  scent  as 
ksen  as  tlnne  own.^ 

She  spcke  truly,  for  several  of  the  people  fnmi 
the  hamlet  of  Jarlshof  were  now  hastening  along 
the  beach,  to  have  their  share  in  the  spoil.  The 
pedlar  hAdd  them  approach  with  a  deep  groan* 
"^  Ay,  ay,*  he  said,  <<  the  folk  of  Jarlshof,  they 
vili  make  clean  war k ;  they  are  kenM  for  that  far 
and  wide ;  they  winna  leave  the  value  of  a  rotten 
ratlin ;  and  what^s  waur,  there  isna  ane  o^  theih 
haa  mense  or  sense  eneugh  to  give  thanks  for  the 
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the  auld  Ranzelman.  ,Nc^  Roqaldsoiiv  tbat  canim 
walk  a  mile  to  hear  the  ministei:,  but  he  wiV  lur- 
pie  ten  if  he  hears  of  a  ship  embayed.^  . 

.  ■*  •  •  ' 

.  Nbrpa,  however,  seemed  to  possess  ovar  hhn  so 
complete  an  ascendancy,  that  he  no  longei^  beat- 
^ted  to  take  the  man,  who  ndw  gave  strong  sgnpi;^ 
tpms  of  reviving  existence,  upon  hbshqulderBi; 
and,  assbted  by  Mordaunt,  trudged  along/ tl|e 
seapbeacb  with  hb  l^urden^  withoutfarth^  v^vnga* 
strance.  Ete  he  was  borne  off,  the  strangep  vouat^ 
ed  to  the  chest,  and  attempted  to  mutter^  some- 
thing,  to  which  Noma  replied,  <*  EiiougllL^j  It 
shall  be  secured^ 

Advandng  towards  the  passage  called  EridL^a 
steps,  by  which  they  were  to  ascend  the  diffs, 
they  met  the  people  from  Jarlshof,  hastening  in 
the  opposite  direction.  Man  and  woman,  as  tbey 
passed,  reverently  made  room  for  Nonm,  and  sa- 
luted her — not  without  an  expression  of  fear  upc^ 
some  of  thdr  faces.  She  passed  them  a  few  paces, 
and  then  turning  back  called  aloud  to  the  Raiw 
zelman,  who  (though  the  practice  was  more  cont« 
mon  than  legal)  was  attending  the  rest  of  the  hmn- 


■1 


•rt    .^* 


Iki^  tins  plundering  cxpccRtUD:'  ^  Nett  M 
wiHionT*  ^e'  said,  **  mask  mj  words.  Inhere 
itiDdkybiMier achest,  frdoi'whicli  thie  lid  has  been 
jiot  prized  cSfJ  I«ook  it  be  brought  down  to  your 
aim  house  at  Jarlshof^  just  aislt  now  uL  '  Beware 
of  iDcmfig  or  touching  the'sHglitest  article.^  ici6 


iiiyilWmrbeiiiaobey^''  .     .   r,    .Ku; 

"' ^  1  oior  {Measure  shiill  be  dbne^  motberj^  said! 

RaniMWln.  ^  I  warrant  we  will  not  break' btiltc,' 

"-...-»,'■  ■ » 

note  sic  is  your  Inddiug.^ 

''  Far  bdihd  the  rest  of  the  villagers,  followed 
ao  cdd  woman,  talking  to  herself,  and  cursing 
her  own  decrepitude,  which  kept  her  the  last  of 
the  party,  yet  pressing  forward  with  all  her  might 
to  get  her  share  of  the  spoil. 

When  they  met  her,  Mordaunt  was  astonish- 
ed to  recognize  his  father^s  old  houskeeper. — » 
"  How  now,"  he  sjud,  "  Swertha,  what  make 
you  so  far  from  home  T^ 

^'  Just  e^en  daikering  out  to  look  after  my 
auld  master  and  your  honour,"  replied  Swertha, 
who^iieJt  like  a  criminal  caught  in  the  manner ; 
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£br  on  more  ocoadkms  than  one,  Mr  Mtrtounhad 
intimated  his  high  disapprobation  of  such  ezJctir- 
/nons  as  die  was  at  present  engaged  in. 

But  Mordaunt  was  too  much  engaged  with  hii 
own  thoughts  to  take  much  notice  of  h«r  ddlin^ 
qpiency.  ^^  Have  you  seen  my  finther  ?^  he  said* 

«  And  that  I  have,'*  replied  Swerthar— ."  The 
gude  gentleman  was  ganging  to  hirsel  himsril 
doun  Erick^s  steps,  whilk  would  have  been  the 
ending  of  him,  that  is  in  no  way  a  cragVman. 
Sae  I  e^en  gat  him  wiled  away  hamc  ■  and  I  was 
*u8t  seeking  you  that  you  may  gang  after  him  to 
the  hall-house,  for,  to  my  thought,  he  is  far  frae 
weel.'' 

^^  My  father  unwell  ?^  said  Mordaunt,  remem- 
bering the  fwitness  he  had  exhibited  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  moming^s  walk. 

<^  Far  frae  weel — ^far  frae  weel,^  groaned  out 
Swertha,  with  a  piteous  shake  of  the  head— 
**  white  o^  the  gills— white  o^  the  ^lls— and  him 
to  think  of  coming  down  the  riva  !" 

"  Return  home,  Mordaunt,^  said  Noma,  who 
was  listening  to  what  had  passed.  «  I  will  see  all 
that  is  necessary  done  for  this  man's  relief,  and 
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joa  will  find  him  at  the  Ranzdmaa^B,  when  you 
Sit  to  inquke.  You  caooot  help  him  more  than 
joa  already  hove  done.'" 

Mordaunt  felt  this  was  true,  and,  commanding 
Swertha  to  follow  him  home  instantly,  betook 
himadf  to  the  path  homeward. 

Swertha  hobbled  reluctantly  after  her  young 
in  the  same  direction,  until  she  lost  sight 
on  his  entering  the  cleft  of  the  rock,  then 
inatantly  turned  about,  muttering  to  herself, 
«  Harte  home,  in  good  sooth  ?— haste  home,  and 
lose  the  best  chance  of  getting  a  new  rokelay  and 
owrelay  that  I  have  had  these  ten  years  ?  by  my 
oertie,  na — Its  seldom  ac  rich  Grodsends  come  on 
our  coaat^-no  since  the  Jenny  and  James  came 
ashore  in  King  Charlie^s  time.*" 

So  saying,  she  mended  her  pace  as  well  as  she 
could,  and  a  willing  mind  making  amends  for 
frail- limbs,  posted  on  with  wonderful  dispatch  to 
put  in  for  her  share  of  the  spoiL  She  soon  reach- 
ed the  beach,  where  the  Ranzelman,  stuffing  bis 
own  pouches  all  the  while,  was  exhorting  the 
rest  to  part  things  fair,  and  be  neighbourly,  and 


IM 


T^SittnUiYB. 


to  give  to  the  auld  and  hdpless  a  share  of  what 
was  going,  which  he  charitably  remarked,  would 
bring  a  blesdug  on  the  shore,  and  send  them 
^'  niair  wrecks  ere  winter.^ 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


^*  Ht  WM  a  lovciy  ymilii,  I  gam» 
the  pantlier  in  the  wildemeM 

Was  not  m  fiur  as  he. 
And  when  he  cfaoK  to  iport  and  pUf , 
No  dolphm  ercr  was  so  gay. 

Upon  the  ttopiff  sea.'* 

WonDS^on^a. 

Ths  fight  foot  of  Mordatint  Mertoun  was  not 
hog  ci  bearing  him  to  Jarlshof.  He  entered  the 
bouae  hastily,  for  what  he  himself  had  obsenred 
that  morning,  corresponded  in  some  degree  with 
the  ideas  which  Swertha'^s  tale  was  calculated  to 
exdte.  He  found  his  father,  however,  in  die  in- 
ner apartment,  reposing  himself  after  his  fatigue ; 
and  his  first  question  satisfied  him  that  the  good 
dame  had  practised  a  litde  imposition  to  get  rid 
of  them  both. 

^  Where  is  thb  dying  man  whom  you  have 
so  wisely  ventured  your  own  neck  to  relieve  F^ 
nid  the  cld^  Mertoi^i  to  the  younger. 
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^  Noma^  nr,^  replied  Mordaunt,  ^^  has  taken 
him  under  her  charge;  she  understands  such 
matters.^ 

*^  And  is  quack  as  well  as  witch  ?^  said  the  el- 
der Mertoun.  <^  With  all  my  heart— it  is  a  trou* 
ble  saved.  But  I  hasted  home  on  Swertha^s  hint, 
to  look  out  for  hnt  and  bandages,  for  her  speedi 
was  of  broken  bones.^ 

Mordaunt  kept  silence,  well  knowing  his  fa- 
ther would  not  persevere  in  his  enquiries  upon 
such  a  matter,  and  not  willing  dther  to  prejudice 
ihe  old  gouvemante^  or  to  excite  -  his  father  to 
one  of  those  excesses  of  passion  into  which  be  w«8| 
apt  to  burst,  when,  contrary  to  his  wont,  he  thought 
proper  to  correct  the  conduct  of  his  domestic 
,  It  was  late  in  the  day  ere  old  Swertha  retomh 
ed  from  her  expedition,  heartily  fatigued^  and 
bearing  with  her  a  bundle  of  some  bulk,  contain* 
ing,  it  would  seem,  her  share  of  the  spoil.  Mov* 
daunt  instantly  sought  her  out,  to  charge  her  witk 
the  deceits  she  had  practised  on  both  his  father 
and  himself;  but  the  accused  matron  lacked  not 
her  reply. 


<^  Bj  her  trotbj''  ihe  aaid^  '^  she  thought  it  wag 
tioie  to  Irid  Mr  Mertoun  gang  hame  and  gel 
btaidages,  when  she  had  seen,  with  her  ain  twa 
Mordaunt  ganging  down  the  cliff  like  a  wild 
was  to  be  thought  broken  bones  would  be 
die  end,  and  lucky  if  bandages  wad  do  any  good 
— 4Hid,  by  her  troth,  she  might  weel  tell  Mor- 
dannt  his  faither  was  puirly,  and  him  looking  sae 
linte  in  the  gills,  (whilk,  she  wad  die  upon  it,  was 
the  Tery  word  she  used,)  and  it  was  a  thing  that 
oonldBa  be  denied  by  man  at  this  very  mom^at^ 

^  Bttty  Swertha,^  said  Mordaunt,  as  soon  as 
lier  damoious  defence  gave  him  time  to  speak  in 
reply,  ^*  how  came  you,  that  should  have  been 
busy  with  your  housewifery  and  your  spinning, 
Id  be  out  this  morning  at  Erick^s  steps,  in  order 
to  take  all  this  unnecessary  care  of  my  father  and 
lae  ?  And  what  is  in  that  bundle,  Swertha  ?  for 
I  fear,  Swertha,  you  have  been  transgres^ng  the 
kw,  and  have  been  out  upon  the  wrecking  sys- 
tem.^ 

^  Fair  fa*  your  sonsy  face,  and  the  blessing  of 
Saint  Ronald  upon  you,^  said  Swertha,  in  a  tone 
betwixt  coaxing  and  jesting ;  "  would  you  keep 
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a  imir  body  frpe  mending  heraell,  and  ne  tniib* 
kieflp^lyinff  on  the  lopse  sand  for  themangf-*- 
Hout^  Master  Mordaunt,  a  ship  ashore  is  ^  Bum 
to  ^U^  the  kninister  put  of  his  very  pulpit  *m  tihif 
middle  of  his  p^eacliing,  muckle  mmr  a  puir  aiiU 
ignorant  wife  frae  her  itx^k  and  her  tow.  And  uU 
tk  did  I  get  for  my  day  s  wark— just  some  ragacr 
cambric  things,  and  a  bit  or  twa  of  coarse  cuudiy 
and  ^c  like — ^the  strong  and  the  hearty  get  i^* 
thiqg  m  tl^s  warld.^  ^ 

^<  Yes,  Swertha,^  replied  Mertoun,  ^^  and  that 
is  rather  hard,  as  you  must  have  your  sniBLre  6t 
punishment  in  this  world  and  the  next,  for  foIk 
bing  the  poor  mariuers.**' 

^^  Hout,  callant,  wha  wad  punish  an  auld  wife 
like  me  for  a  wheen  duds  P^— Folk  speak  muckle 
black  ill  of  Earl  Patrick,  but  he  was  a  friend  to 
the  shore,  and  made  wise  laws  against  any  body 
heij^ng  vessels  that  were  like  to  gang  on  the 
breakers. ''^-—And  the  mariners,  I  have  heard 
Bryce  Jagger  say,  lose  their  right  frae  the  time 
keel  touches  sand ;  and,  moreover,  they  are  dead 


■h^ 


*  This  was  literally  true. 
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«d  euM^  poor  aoalsn^dead  and  gane.  and  care 
ittfr  aoQUt  warhj  a  wealtli  now-^Nay^  nae  mair' 
lii|n  the  great  Jarla  and  Sea-kings,  m  the  i^forse. 
Ai|f%  £d  about  the  treasures  that  they  buried  in 
ik  tombs  and  sepulchres  auld  laogsyne.    l)id  I 


ftdl  you  the  sang.  Master  Mordaunt,  how 

Olaf  Tryguarson  gard  hide  five  gold  crpuns  in 

die  flune  grave  with  him  t^ 

.  **  No»  Swertha,^  said  Mordaunt,  who  took 

in  tormenting  the  cunning  old  plunder^. 

Tou  never  told  me  that ;  but  I  tell  you,  diat 

•  *'■'•■  .      t  {  " 

the  stranger,  whom  JNoma  has  taken  down  to  the 
*■■•■■  •■',.■« 

town,  will  he  well  enough  to-morrow,  to  ask  where 

you  have  hidden  the  goods  that  you  have  stolen 

fiom  the  wreck.^ 

^  But  wha  will  tell  him  a  word  about  it,  hin* 
me  r*  said  Swertha,  looking  slily  up  in  her  young 
fliaster^sface-— ^*  The  mair  by  token,  since  I  maun 
tdl  ye,  that  I  have  a  bonnie  remnant  of  silk  amang 
t^  lave^  that  will  make  a  dainty  waistcoat  to  yoiir- 
adl,  the  first  merry-making  ye  gang  to.'" 

Mcndaunt  could  no  longer  forbear  laughing  at 
the  cunning  with  which  the  old  dame  proposed  to 
bribe  off  his  evidence  by  imparting  a  portion  of 
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her  plunder ;  and,  desiring  her  to  get  ready  what 
pnmnons  she  had  made  for  dinner,  he  returned 
to  his  father,  whom  he  still  found  atting  in  tlie 
sasne  place,  and  nearly  in  the  same  posture,  hi 
whidi  he  had  left  him. 

When  their  hasty  and  frugal  meal  was  finadh- 
ed,  Mordaunt  announced  to  his  father  his  pur- 
pose of  going  down  to  the  town,  or  hamlet,  %b 
look  after  the  shipwrecked  sailor.  '^ 

The  elder  Meortoun  assented  with  a  nod* 

^  He  must  be  ill  accommodated  there,  sir,^^ 
added  his  son,-— a  hint  which  only  produced  an* 
otho*  nod  of  assent.  ^^  He  seemed,  from  his  ap- 
pearance,^ pursued  Mordaunt,  <^  to  l)e  of  yerj^ 
good  rank — and,  admitting  these  poor  people  do 
their  best  to  receive  him,  in  his  present  weak 
state,  yet^ 

<<  I  know  what  you  would  say  ,^  said  his  father^ 
ipterrupting  him ;  '^  we,  you  think,  ought  to  do 
something  towards  assisting  him.  Go  to  him^ 
then — ^if  he  lacks  money,  let  him  name  the  sum, 
and  he  shall  have  it ;  but,  for  lodging  the  stran- 
ger here,  and  holding  intercourse  with  him,  I  nei- 
ther cian,  nor  will  do  so.     I  have  retired  to  tins 
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tekert  extremk J  of  the  Britiah  isles,  to  aroid 
scv  friends  and  aew  faoes»  and  none  such  shaO 
ifltade  on  nie  eitlier  their  hqipiness  or  their  fldp 
ssj.  Whai  you  hare  known  the  world  half  m 
SDve  of  years  kxiger,  your  eari  J  friends  will  have 
^voi  yoa  reaaon  to  remember  them,  and  to  avoid 
new  ones  £ar  the  rest  of  your  life;.  Go  then«- 
whydoyou  stop?— rid  the  country  of  the  man  let 
9e  see  no  one  about  me  but  those  Yulgsr  conn- 
tenanoes,  the  extent  and  duuractor  of  whose  pet^ 
knafoy  I  know,  and  can  submit  to,  as  to  an  evil 
too  trifling  to  cause  irritation.^  He  then  threw 
l^s  pane  to  his  scm,  and  signed  to  him  to  depart 
viChaO^ieed. 

Moidaunt  was  not  long  bef<ure  he  reached  the 
filli^;e.  In  the  dark  abode  of  Neil  Ronaldson, 
die  Ranaelman,  he  found  the  stranger,  seated  by 
the  peat  fire,  upon  the  very  chest  which  had  ex- 
ciled  the  cupidity  of  the  devout  firyce  Snailsfoot, 
the  pedlar.  The  Ranzelman  himself  was  absent, 
finding,  with  all  due  impartiality,  the  spoils  of 
the  wrecked  vessel  amongst  the  natives  of  the 
communis ;  listening  to,  and  redressing  their 
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oomplaints  of  ineqiUiSity ;  and  (if  the  wMtet  m 
hand  had  not  been,  from  the  beg^ning  to  end, 
utterly  nnjuflt  and  indefenuUe)  dkcbargmg  ikm 
part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  magistrate,  in  all  liho 
details  relating  to  it  For  at  this  time,  and  pto^^ 
bably  until  a  much  later  period,  the  lower  otdeni 
of  the  islanders  entertained  an  opinion,  eommon 
to  barbarians  also  when  in  the  same  atuatioB,  that 
whatever  was  cast  oa  thar  shores  became  their 
indisputable  property. 

Margery  Bimbister^  the  worthy  spoiiae  of 
the  Ranzelman,  was  in  the  charge  of  the  bouse^ 
and  introduced  Mordaunt  to  her  guest,  si^ria^ 
with  no  great  ceremony,  <^  This  is  the  young 
tacksmm-^You  will  maybe  tell  him  your  name^ 
though  you  will  not  tell  it  to  us.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  his  four  quarters^if  s  but  little  youttboU 
have  snd  to  any  body,  sae  lang  as  life  lasted.^ 

The  stranger  arose^  and  shook  Mordaufdt  by 

the  hand ;  observing,  he  understood  that  be  had 

been  the  means  of  saving  his  life  and  his  chest. 

"  The  rest  of  the  property,''  he  said,  "  is,  I  see^ 

walking  the  plank  ;  for  they  are  as  busy  as  the 

devil  in  a  gale  of  wind.'' 

11 


tHlt¥niA¥e.  iSB 

•■'  •  IBM  #hat^itt  the  ttte  tfTj^t'idbhBn^ 
ikn,**  sad  Mai^gierjr;^  mtyiki  iUVStM'ke^pdt 

'ii>t  liMire  itt^  for  a  inoU^t,  1^^ 

saiJ  UToi^auiit;'  "^  I  tHA  8biiie>nyabl 
wMi  this  gfertdenitor  '—     >'^"^ 

the  added,  again  surveying  liiiii,  '^^  biit  t  ii^uDl 
iltbttM^iriiiiidckr  of  the  gentleman.** 

'llcidaimt  looked  at  die  stranger,  and  was  of 
aiMlltf  iif  of  n  nil  «l  He  Iras  rftther  above  the  mid- 
iktmotf  i^  formed  handsomely  as  well  as  strong- 
^1^  "  IfMdaimt^  aequamtance  with  society  was 
cM^tuhre;  bat  he  thought  his  oew  acquidnt- 
V  «9  a  bold  sun-burnt  handsome  couotenance, 
wliicli  teemed  to  have  faced  various  climates,  add- 
ed the  fiank  and  open  manners  of  a  sailor.  He 
dMiered  dieerfully  the  inquiries  which  Mcx*- 
daontmade  aft^  his  health ;  and  maintained  that 
ooenigfat^s  rest  would  relieve  him  from  all  the  ef- 
fects of  the  disaster  he  had  sustained.     But  he 
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ipoke  with  bittcmeai  of  the  aYtrice  and  cimofiity 
of  the  lUnsehnaii  and  his  spouse. 

*<  That  chattering  old  woman,^  said  the  ttrwO" 
ger,  ^^  has  persecuted  me  the  whole  day  fbr  the 
name  of  the  ship.  I  think  she  might  be  content- 
ed with  the  share  she  has  had  of  it.  I  waa  tbt 
principal  owner  of  the  vessel  that  was  lost 
der,  and  they  have  left  me  nothing  but  my 
ing  apparel.  Is  there  no  ma^strate,  or  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  this  wild  country,  that  would  lend  a 
hand  to  help  one  when  he  is  amcmg  the  break- 
ers?** 

Mordaunt  mentioned  Magnus  Trcnl,  the  prin- 
cipal proprietor,  as  well  as  the  Fowd,  or  proviiw 
cial  j  udge  of  the  district,  as  the  person  from  whom 
he  was  most  likely  to  obtiun  redress ;  and  regreU 
ted  that  his  own  youth,  and  his  father*s  situation 
as  a  retired  stranger,  should  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  afford  him  the  protection  he  required. 

^'  Nay,  for  your  part,  you  have  done  enough,** 
sud  the  sailor ;  ^^  but  if  I  had  five  out  of  the  fat* 
ty  brave  fellows  that  are  fishes*  food  by  this  tims^ 
the  devil  a  man  would  I  ask  to  do  me  the  ri|^t 
that  I  could  do  for  mysdf/* 
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'*  Fortj  bands  !^  said  Mordaunt ;  **  you  wera 
veil  fnanT¥ri  for  the  tnie  of  the  shi|>.^ 
•  **  Not  ao  well  as  we  needed  to  be<  We  fiiount- 
id  ten  gnus,  besides  diasere ;  but  our  cruise  on 
thamani  bad  tbinned  us  of  men,  and  himb^red 
as  up  witb  goods.  Six  of  our  gfOns  were  in  baL 
Isst  «  Hands  f  if  I  had  had  enough  of  hands,  we 
voidd  nerer  faa^e  miscarried  so  infernally.  The 
peof^  were  knocked  up  with  working  th^  pumpi, 
sad  so  took  to  their  boats,  and  left  me  with  th« 
Teasd,  to  sink  or  swim.  But  the  dog»  had  their 
pay^  and  I  can  afford  to  pardon  them-— The  boatsi 
swamped  in  the  current — all  were  lost — and  here 
imL" 

*<  Yon  hsd  came  north  about  then,  from  the 
West  Indies  ?^  said  Mordaunt. 

**  Ay,  ay ;  the  vessel  was  the  Good  H6pe  of 
Bristoi,  a  letter  of  marque.  She  had  fine  lucfk 
down  on  the  Spanish  main,  both  with  commerce 
sad  privateering,  but  the  luck^s  ended  with  her 
now.  My  name  is  Clement  Cleveland,  captmn, 
and  port  owner,  as  I  said  before — I  am  a  Bristol 
mmbom—Hny  father  was  well  known  on  the  Toil- 
sell — cM  Clem  Cleveland  of  the  College-green.^ 
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Mordaunt  had  no  right  to  inquire  farther,  and 
yet  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  his  own  mind  was  but 
half  satisfied.  There  was  an  affectation  of  Uunt- 
ness,  a  sort  of  defiance  in  the  manner  of  the  stran- 
ger, for  which  circumstances  afforded  no  oocauon. 
Captain  Cleveland  had  suffered  injustice  from  the 
islanders,  but  from  Mordaunt  he  had  only  veoo- 
yed  kindness  and  protection ;  yet  he  seemed  as  if 
he  involved  all  the  neighbourhood  in  die  wrongs 
he  complained  of.  Mordaunt  looked  down  and 
was  silent,  doubting  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  take  his  leave,  or  to  proceed  farther  in  his  offers 
of  assistance.  Cleveland  seemed  to  guess  at  lus 
thoughts,  for  he  immediately  added,  in  a  ooocilK 
ating  manner,— <*  I  am  a  plain  man.  Master  Mer- 
toun,  for  that  I  understand  is  your  name ;  and  I 
am  a  ruined  man  to  boot,  and  that  does  not  mend 
one^B  good  manners.  But  you  have  done  a  kind 
and  friendly  part  by  me,  and  it  may  be  I  think 
as  much  of  it  as  if  I  thanked  you  more.  And  so 
before  I  leave  this  place,  Fll  give  you  my  fowling- 
piece  ;  she  will  put  a  hundred  swan-shot  through 
a  Dutchman'^s  cap  at  eighty  paces— she  will  carry 
ball  too— I  have  hit  a  wild-bull  within  a  hundred- 
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and-fifty  yard»— but  I  have  two  that  are  as  good, 
or  better^  so  you  maj  keq>  this  for  my  sake.^ 

^  That  would  be  to  take  my  share  of  the 
vieck,^  answered  Mordaunt,  laughing. 

^  No  such  matter,"  said  Cleveland,  undoing  a 
erne  which  contained  several  guns  and  pistols,—* 
^  you  see  I  have  saved  my  private  arm-ehest^  as 
wefl  as  my  clothes — that  the  tall  old  woman  in  the 
dark  rigging  managed  for  me.  And,  between 
oui^es,  it  is  worth  all  I  have  lost  ;^  for,  he  adcU 
ed,  kmering  his  voice  and  looking  round,  <*  when 
I  qpeak  of  being  ruined  in  the  hearing  of  these 
laad-sfaarks,  I  do  not  mean  ruined  stock  and 
Uoek.  No,  here  is  something  will  do  more  than 
diooi  seaibwl.*^  So  saying,  he  pulled  out  a  great 
ammomtioD-pouch  marked  swan-shot,  and  shew- 
ed Mordaunt  hastily  that  it  was  full  of  Spanish 
pistoles  and  Portagues  (as  the  broad  Portugal 
pieces  were  then  called.)  <<  No,  no,"^  he  added, 
with  a  smile,  ^^  I  have  ballast  enough  to  trim  the 
▼essd  again ;  and  now,  will  you  take  the  piece  F* 

'*  Since  you  are  willing  to  ^ve  it  me,"  said 
Mfltdaunt,  laughing,  <<  with  all  my  heart  I 
I  was  just  going  to  ask  you,  in  my  father^s  name," 
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be  add^nly  shewing  b»  purse,  ^^  whether  you 
wanted  any  of  that  same  ballast.^^ 

**  Thanks,  but  you  see  I  am  {nt>Yided-i^-take 
my  old  acquaintance,  and  may  she' serve  you  as 
well  as  she  has  served  me ;  but  you  will  never 
make  so  good  a  voyage  with  her.  You  can  shoot, 
I  suppose  ?^ 

**  Tolerably  well,^^  said  M ordaunt,  nHmiring 
the  piece,  which  was  a  beautiful  Spanish  banel 
gun,  inlaid  with  gold,  small  in  the  bore,  and  of 
unusual  length,  such  as  is  chiefly  used  for  shoot- 
ing sea^owl,  and  for  ball*practiee. 

^^  With  slugs,^  continued  the  donor,  ^'  never 
gun  shot  closer ;  and  with  single  ball,  you  may 
kill  a  seal  two  hundred  yards  at  sea  from  the  lop 
of  the  highest  peak  of  this  iroft-bound  coast  ol 
yours.  But  I  tell  you  again,  that  the  old  rattler 
will  never  do  you  the  service  she  has  done  me.^ 

^*  I  shall  not  use  her  so  dexterously,  perhaps,^ 
said  Mordaunt. 

^<  Umph  !-^pef haps  not,"""  replied  Cleveland ; 
^  but  that  is  not  the  question.  What  say  yt>u  to 
shooting  the  man  at  the  wheel,  just  as  we  nin 
aboard  of  a  Spaniard  ?  So  the  Don  was  taken 
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dmak,  wmd  we  kid  Jttai  «diwinrt  the  hftwiK)  and 
MBied  her  trntlasB  in  hiind;  and  worth  the  whik 
die  was— <tout  brigantine^^El  Santo  Francuco 
—bound  for  Porto  Bello^  with  gold  and  negroea» 
That  little  Int  of  lead  was  worth  twentj  thousand 


**  I  have  shot  at  no  such  game  m  jet^^  said 
Mordaunt. 

**  Well,  all  in  good  time;  we  cannot  wmgfa  till 
die  ^e  makes.  But  you  are  a  tight,  handsome^ 
adtre  young  man.  What  is  to  ail  you  totidce  a 
trip  after  some  of  this  stuff  P"^  lajring  his  hand  on 
die  bag  of  gold. 

^  My  £sither  talks  of  my  trayelfing  sood,^  t9* 
pfied  Mordaunt,  who,  bom  to  hold  mauof-waiii 
sen  in  gt«at  respect,  felt  flattered  by  this  iavu 
tstion  from  one  who  appeared  a  thorough-bred 


<^  I  respect  him  for  the  thought,^  said  the 
Captain  ;  **  and  I  will  visit  him  before  I  we^ 
andior*  I  have  a  consort  off  these  islands,  and 
be  cursed  to  her.  Shell  find  me  out  somewhere, 
though  she  parted  company  in  the  bit  of  a  squall, 
imless  she  is  gone  to  Davy  Jones  too— -Well,  she 
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was  better  found  than  us,  and  not  so  deep  load- 
ed—-she  must  have  weathered  it  We^Il  have  a 
hammock  slung  for  you  aboard,  and  makea  saiL 
or  and  a  man  of  you  in  the  same  trip.^ 

<^  I  should  like  it  well  enough,^  said  Mor- 
daunt,  who  eagerly  longed  to  see  more  of  the 
world  than  his  lonely  situation  had  hitherto  per* 
mitted ;  ^^  but  then  my  father  must  decide.^ 

^'  Your  father  ?  pooh  !^  said  Captain  Cleve- 
land; ^'  but  you  are  very  right,^  he  added,  check- 
ing himself.  ^*  Gad,  I  have  lived  so  long  at  sea, 
that  I  cannot  think  any  body  has  aright  to  think 
except  the  captain  and  the  master.  But  you  are 
very  right.  I  will  go  up  to  the  old  gentleman 
this  instant,  and  speak  him  myself.  He  lives  in 
that  handsome,  modern-looking  building,  I  sup- 
pose^ that  I  see  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off?" 

'<  In  that  old  half-ruined  house,"^  said  Mor- 
daunt,  **  he  does  indeed  live ;  but  he  will  see  no 
viritors." 

*^  Then  you  must  drive  the  point  yourself,  for 
I  can^t  stay  in  this  latitude.  Since  your. father 
is  no  magistrate,  I  must  go  to  see  this  same  Mag- 
nu8^*how  call  you  him  ?  who  is  not  justice  of 
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pan,  but  something  dse  that  will  do  the  turn 
as  well.  '  These  fdlows  have  got  two  or  three 
dnngs  that  I  must  and  will  have  back — ^let  them 
keep  the  rest,  and  be  d— d  to  than.  Will  you 
pre  me  a  letter  to  him,  just  by  way  of  commis- 
ion?" 

*^  It  is  scarce  needful,^  said  Mordaunt  '<  It 
is  enou^  that  you  are  shipwrecked,  and  need  his 
help;— but  yet  I  may  as  well  furnish  you  with  a 
letter  of  introductiicm.^ 

^  There,"  said  the  sailor,  producing  a  writing- 
case  from  his  chest,  '*  are  your  writing-tools,-— 
meantime,  nnce  bulk  has  been  broken,  I  will  nail 
down  the  hatches,  and  make  sure  of  the  cargo." 

While  Mordaunt  accordingly  was  engaged  in 
writing  to  Magnus  Troil  a  letter,  setting  forth  the 
drcumstanoes  in  which  Captain  Cleveland  had 
been  thrown  upon  their  coast,  the  Captain,  ha*, 
ving  first  selected  and  laid  adde  some  wearing- 
apparel  and  necessaries  enough  to  fill  a  knapsack, 
took  in  hand  hammer  and  nails,  employed  him- 
sdf  in  securing  the  lid  of  his  sea-chest,  by  fast- 
ening it  down  in  a  workmanUke  manner,  and  then 
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added  the  corroboratiiigflecuritjof  acotd,  twiat* 
ed  and  knotted  with  nautical  dexterity.  <*  IleaTs 
liiiB  in  your  chai;ge,^  he  aaid,  **  all  aoeept  tU%^ 
shewing  the  bag  of  gold,  <*  and  these,*'  pointing 
to  a  cutlass  and  pistols,  ^^  which  may  prei^ent  all 
further  risk  of  my  parting  company  with  my  Fbr« 
ti^es.'** 

*^  You  will  find  no  occasion  for  weapons  in  tUi 
country,  Captain  Cleveland,^^  replied  Mordauiit; 
**  a  child  might  travel  with  a  purse  of  gold  fiooa 
Sumburgh-head  to  the  Scaw  of  Unst,  and  no  soul 
would  injure  him.^ 

<<  And  that's  pretty  boldly  said,  young  genCla^ 
man,  considering  what  is  going  on  without  doors 
at  this  moment.'' 

**  O,"  replied  Mordaunt,  a  little  confused^ 
**  what  comes  on  land  with  the  tide,  they  reckon 
their  lawful  property.  One  would  think  they  bad 
studied  under  Sir  Arthegal,  who  pronounces— 


For  equal  right  ia  equal  tfiiags  doth  Btand, 
And  what  the  mighty  sea  hath  once  poHeM*^ 

And  plucked  quite  from  all  poaaeanca'  hand%. 
Or  else  by  wrecks  that  wretches  hath  fetttWtf, 


At  M^  diipoie^  bj  hk  reiJstliM  night. 
Am  itaa^  U  nndam  left,  towbamhehBL 

**  I  dudl  think  the  better  of  j^ys  and  bsUads 
m  kDg  as  I  live,  for  these  very  words,^  said  Ci^ 
tim  Cleveland ;  '*  and  yet  I  have  loved  them 
vril  enough  in  my  day.  But  this  is  good  doc- 
trme,  and  more  men  than  one  may  trim  their  suls 
to  sodi  a  breeze.  What  the  sea  sends  is  ours, 
diit^s  sure  Plough.  However,  in  case  that  your 
good  folks  should  think  the  land  as  well  as  the 
tea  may  present  them  with  W2uffs  and  strays,  I 
will  make  bold  to  take  my  cutlass  and  pistols. 
Will  you  cause  my  chest  to  be  secured  in  your 
ofwn  house  till  you  hear  from  me,  and  use  your 
influence  to  procure  me  a  guide  to  shew  me  the 
wiy,  and  to  carry  my  kitt  ?^ 

**  Win  you  go  by  sea  or  land  ?^  said  Mor- 
daunt,  in  reply. 

**  By  sea  r  exclaimed  Cleveland.  "  What — 
in  one  of  these  cockle-shells,  and  a  cracked  cockle- 
dieU,  to  boot  ?  No,  no-^and,  land,  unless  I 
knew  my  crew,  my  vessel,  and  my  voyage." 

They  parted  accordingly.  Captain  Cleveland 
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h&ng  supplied  with  a  guide  to  conduct  him 
Burgh- Westra,  and  his  chest  being  carefully  i 
moved  to  the  mansion-house  at  Jarishof. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

This  b  a  gentle  trader,  uid  a  pmdent. 

He*f  no  Antolycns,  to  Uear  your  eye. 

With  qnipt  of  worldly  gsudt  and  gameMMncncaa ; 

But  feaaoBs  all  his  glittering  merchandize 

Widi  wfaolcwoie  doetrinet  suited  lo  the  nset 

At  mm  sance  goose  with  sage  and  rosemary. 

Old  Play. 

Om  the  subsequent  morning,  Mordaunt,  in  an- 

iwer  to  lu8  father^s  inquiries,  began  to  give  him 

mne  account  of  the  shipwrecked  mariner,  whom 

lie  had  rescued  from  the  waves.  But  he  had  not 

proceeded  far  in  recapitulating  the  particulars 

which  Clerdand  had  communicated,  ifhen  Mr 

Mertoun^s  looks  became  disturbed— he  arose  has- 

tilj,  and,  after  pacing  twice  or  thrice  across  the 

room,  he  retired  into  the  inner  chamber,  to  which 

he  usually  confined  himself,  while  under  the  in- 

fluenoe  of  his  mental  malady.  In  the  evening  he 
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re-appeared|  without  any  traces  of  his  disordtf ; 
but  it  may  be  easily  supposed  that  his  son  avoid- 
ed recurring  to  the  subject  which  had  affected 
him. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  was  thus  left  without  as- 
sistance, to  form  at  his  leisure  his  own  ofHoioo  r^ 
specting  the  new  acquaintance  which  the  sea  had 
sent  him  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  himself 
surprised  to  find  the  result  less  favourable  to  the 
stranger  than  he  could  well  account  for.  There 
seemed  to  Mordaunt  to  be  a  sort  of  repelling  in- 
fluence about  the  man.  True,  he  was  a  hand- 
some man,  of  a  frank  and  prepossessing  manner, 
but  there  was  an  assumption  of  superiority  about 
him,  which  Mordaunt  did  not  quite  so  much  like. 
Although  he  was  so  keen  a  sportsman  as  to  be 
delighted  with  his  acquisition  of  the  Spanish  bar- 
relled gun,  and  accordingly  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted it  with  great  interest,  pajring  the  utmost 
attention  to  the  most  minute  parts  about  the  loek 
and  ornaments,  yet  he  was,  upon  the  whole,  in- 
clined to  have  some  scruples  about  the  mode  in 
which  he  had  acquired  it. 
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**  I  riiould  not  have  aooepted  it,^  be  tbou^t ; 
^  pcrhapB  CapUdn  CleTelaiid  migbt  give  it  me 
as  a  aort  of  pajment  for  the  trifling  service  I  did 
Inm ;  and  yet  it  would  have  been  chorlish  to  re* 
fine  it  in  tbe  wmj  it  waa  offered.  I  wisb  be  had 
hioked  more  like  a  man  whom  one  would  have 
dioaeB  to  be  obliged  ta^ 

But  a  auccesaful  day^a  shooting  recondled  him 
with  Ina  gun,  and  he  became  asaured^  like  moat 
jooDg  aportamoi  in  similar  circumstances,  that 
aD  other  jneoea  were  but  pcqp-guna  in  compariaon. 
Bat  then,  to  be  doomed  to  shoot  guUa  and  seals, 
when  there  were  Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  to  be 
come  at— when  there  were  ships  to  be  boarded, 
md  steersmen  to  be  marked  off,  seemed  but  a 
dull  and  contemptible  destiny.  Hia  father  had 
mentioned  hia  leaving  these  islands,  and  no  other 
iKxle  of  occupation  occurred  to  his  inexperience, 
nve  that  of  the  sea,  with  whidi  he  had  beenooi^ 
^Tenant  from  hia  infancy.  His  ambition  had  for- 
mcdy  aimed  no  higher  than  at  sharing  the  fa* 
tignea  and  dangers  of  a  Greenland  fishing  expe- 
didon ;  for  it  waa  in  that  scene  that  the  Zetland- 
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en  laid  most  of  their  perilous  adventures.  But 
of  late  that  war  was  again  raging,  the  history  of 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  Captun  Morgan,  and  other 
bold  adventurers,  whose  exploits  he  had  purcha- 
sed from  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  had  made  much  im* 
pression  on  his  mind,  and  the  offer  of  Captain 
Cleveland  to  take  him  to  sea,  frequently  recur- 
red to  him,  although  the  pleasure  of  such  a  pro- 
ject was  somewhat  damped  by  a  doubt,  whether, 
in  the  long  run,  he  should  not  find  many  objec- 
tions to  his  proposed  commander.  Thus  much  he 
already  saw,  that  he  was  opinionative,  and  might 
probably  prove  arbitrary;  and  that,  since  even  lus 
kindness  was  mingled  with  assumption  of  superi- 
ority, his  occasional  displeasure  might  contain  a 
great  deal  more  of  that  disagreeable  ingredient 
than  could  be  palatable  to  those  who  sailed  under 
him.  And  yet,  after  counting  all  risks,  could  his 
father'^s  consent  but  be  obtained,  with  what  plea- 
sure, he  though  t,  would  he  embark  inquest  of  new 
scenes  and  strange  adventures,  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  himself  to  achieve  such  deeds  as  should 
be  the  theme  of  many  a  tale  to  the  lovely  sisters  of 


a-! 
"4 

li 

1 


THB  PIEATE.  809 

BoT]^  Westni-— talesat  which  SfimuiBhould  weep^ 
and  Bertha  should  smile,  and  both  should  marveL 
jljid  diis  was  to  be  thiS  reward  of  his  labours  and 
hisdaiiget9 ;  fiur  the  hearth  of  Magnus  Troil  bad 
aMtpietic  influesKoe  over  his  thoughts,  and  hoiTr 
ever  they  inij^  tiia^jerse  aniid  his  day-drean^s,  it 
was  the  point  where  they  finally  settled. 

There  were  times  when  Mordaunt  thought  q( 
wiorianing  to  his  father  the  conversation  he  ha4 
with  Captwn  devdUuid,  and  the  seaman^  pro*- 
pond  to  him ;  but  the  very  short  and  general  ac* 
ooiiDt  which  he  had  given  of  that  pcrson^s  history, 
iqm  the  mormng  after  his  departure  from  the 
hamlet,  had  produced  a  anister  effect  upon  Mr 
Mertoun''s  Qund,  anddiscouraged  him  from  spealu 
i9g  farther  on  any  subject  connected  with  it  It 
WMdd  be  time  enough,  he  thought,  to  mention 
Captain  Cleveland^  proposal,  when  his  consort 
should  arrive,  and  when  he  should  repeat  his  of- 
Sbt  in  a  mcMre  formal  maimer ;  and  these  he  sup- 
posed  events  likely  very  soon  to  happen. 

But  days  grew  to  vedcs,  and  weeks  wQre  num- 
bered into  moatb39  iind  he  heard  nothing  from 

VOL.  I.  o 
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Cleveland ;  and  only  learned  by  an  occasional  vi-^ 
•sit  from  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  that  the  Captain  was 
residing  at  Burgh  Westra,  as  one  of  the  family. 
Mordaunt  was  somewhat  surprised  at  this,  al- 
though the  unlimited  hospitality  of  the  islands, 
which  Magnus  Troil,  both  from  fortune  and  dis- 
position, carried  to  the  utmost  extent,  made  it  al- 
most a  matter  of  course  that  he  should  remain  in 
the  fkmHy  until  he  disposed  of  himself  otherwise. 
Still  it  seemed  strange  he  had  not  gone  to  some 
of  the  northern  isles  to  inquire  after  his  oonscnrt ; 
or  that  he  did  not  rather  chuse  to  make  his  resi- 
dence at  Lerwick,  where  fishing  vessels  often 
brought  news  from  the  coasts  and  ports  of  Scot- 
land and  Holland.  Again,  why  did  he  not  send 
for  the  chest  he  had  deposited  at  Jarlshof  ?  and 
still  further,  Mordaunt  thought  it  would  have 
been  but  polite  if  the  stranger  had  sent  him  some 
sort  of  message  in  token  of  remembrance. 

These  subjects  of  reflection  were  connected 
with  another  still  more  unpleasant,  and  more  dif- 
ficult to  account  for.  Until  the  arrival  of  this 
person,  scarce  a  week  had  passed  without  bring- 
ing him  some  kind  greeting,  or  token  of  recollec- 
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tioD,  from  Burgh- Westra ;  and  pretences  were 
mroe  ever  wanting  for  maintaining  a  constant 
interoonrse*  Minna  wanted  the  words  of  a  Norse 
ballad ;  or  dedred  to  have,  for  her  various  oollec- 
tioBs,  feathers,  or  eggs,  or  shells,  or  specimens 
of  the  rarer  sea-weeds ;  or  Bertha  sent  a  riddle 
to  be  resolved,  or  a  song  to  be  learned ;  or  the 
honest  old  Udaller,«-*in  a  rude  manuscript,  which 
might  have  passed  for  an  ancient  Runic  inscrip- 
&MD^— sent  his  hearty  greetings  to  his  good  young 
friend,  with  a  present  of  something  to  make  good 
dieer,  and  an  earnest  request  he  would  come  to 
Buigb-Westra  as  soon,  and  stay  there  as  long,  as 
posable.    These  kindly  tokens  of  remembrance 
were  often  sent  by  special  message;  besides  which, 
tnere  was  never  passenger  or  traveller  who  cross- 
ed bom  the  one  mansion  to  the  other,  that  did 
not  bring  to  Mordaunt  some  friendly  greeting 
from  the  tJdaller  and  his  family.     Of  late,  this 
iotenxiurse  had  become  more  and  more  infre- 
quent; and  no  messenger  from  Burgh- Westra 
had  viated  Jarlshof  for  several  weeks.  Mordaunt 
both  observed  and  felt  this  alteration,  and  it  dwelt 
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on  his  mind,  while  he  questioned  Bryoe  as  dost* 
ly  as  pride  and  prudence  would  permit,  to  asoev* 
Uun,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  the  changes*  Yet 
he  endeavoured  to  assume  an  indifferent  air  wbiW 
he  asked  the  jaggcr  whether  there  was  no  news 
in  the  country. 

"  Great  news,^  the  jagger  replied ;  ^*  and  agi^ 
mony  of  them.  That  cradL-bndned  carle^  tbt 
new  factor,  is  for  making  a  change  in  the  lUmmif 
and  the  lispunds  ;*  and  our  worthy  Fowd,  Mn^ 
nus  Troil,  has  sworn,  that,  sooner  than  changt  < 
them  for  the  sdll-yard,  or  aught  else,  hell  fli^g 
Factor  Yellowleys  from  Brassa^riug.^ 

<<  Is  that  all  ?^  said  Mordaunt,  rery  Uttte  in* 
terested. 

'^  All  ?  and  eneogh,  I  think,^  replied  the  ped* 
lar.  **  How  are  folks  to  buy  and  sdl^  if  the 
weights  are  changed  on  them  F* 

**  Very  true,*"  replied  Mordaunt ;  •*  but  have 
you  heard  of  no  strange  vessels  on  the  ooast  r* 


*  These  are  weights  of  Norwegian  origin^  still  used  in 
ZstlancU 
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^Six  Dmdi  doggen  off  Btmni;  and,  as  I 
%  a  kig^i-qiiartflred  galliot  thiog,  willi  a  gaff 
iMfwailj  lying  in  Scalloway  Bay.  She  inll  ba 
tmtm  Konvay.^ 

^  No  Alps  of  war,  or  doopa  T 

^  Homy"^  lepbed  tbe  pedlar,  <<  met  the  Ehe 
Tcndv  flailed  widi  tiie  impren  oicb.  if  it  was 
His  will,  and  oardieBvae  oatof  ber,  I  widi  the 
de^  asa  had  iier.^ 

^  Were  there  ad  newi  at  Burgh-Westraf**-— 
Wcrethefimlyallwdir 

^  A*  wcel,  and  weel  to  do— ^ut-taken,  k  may 
be^  flometkiiig  ower  mackle  daffing  and  laughing 
— daeng  i&  night,  they  say,  wT  the  stranger 
€q9tai&  fhat'^  living  thco^^ — he  that  was  adiore 
at  Sumbargb-head  the  todier  day,— less  daffing 
aored  inn  theii.^ 

"  Daffing  1  dancing  every  night !"  said  Mor* 
duint,  not  particularly  well  satisfied.— ^^^  Whom 
does  Captain  Cleveland  dance  with  ?^ 

**  Ony  body  he  Ukes,  I  fancy,**  said  the  jag- 
ger ;  <<  at  ony  rate,  he  gars  a*  body  yonder  dance 
after  his  fiddle.    But  I  ken  little  about  tt,  for  I 
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am  no  free  in  conscience  to  look  upon  tbae  fling« 
ing  fancies.    Folk  should  mind  that  life  is  made  . 
but  of  rotten  yam.'" 

<<  I  fancy  that  it  is  to  keep  them  ia  mind  of. 
that  wholesome  truth,  that  you  deal  in  such  ten- 
der wares,  Bryce,^  repUed  Mordaunt,  dissatisfied 
as  well  with  the  tenor  of  the  reply,  as  with  the 
afiPected  scruples  of  the  respondent 

^^  Thaf  s  as  muckle  as  to  say,  that  I  suld  hae  > 
minded  you  was  a  flinger  and  a  fiddler  yoursdl. 
Master  Mordaunt ;  but  I  am  an  auld  man,  and. 
maun  unburthen  my  conscience.     But  ye  will 
be  for  the  dance,  I  sail  warrant,  thafs  to  be  at 
Burgh- Westra,  on  John'^s  Even,  (JSamU  John\ . 
as  the  blinded  creatures  ca^  him ;)  and  nae  doubt . 
ye  will  be  for  some  warldly  braws — ^hose,  waisU  ^ 
coats,  or  sic  like.    I  hae  pieces  frae  Flanders^— ^ . 
With  that  he  placed  his  moveable  warehouse  on 
the  table,  and  began  to  unlock  it.  ; 

"  Dance  !**  repeated  Mordaunt^-*^  Dance  on  , 
St  John^s  even  ?— Were  you  desired  to  hid  me 
to  it,  Bryce  P'" 

**  Na — ^but  ye  ken  weel  eneugh  ye  wad  hewel-.; 
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bidden  or  no  bidden.    This  captain,  bow- 
ct-ye-bim,  is  to  be  skudler  as  they  ca^t-wthe  first 
of  the  gang,  like.^ 
<^  Hie  devil  take  him  T  said  Mordaunt,  in  im- 


''A*ingudetime,^refd]edfhejagger;  <<  hur- 
ry DO  man'^s  cattle— the  devil  will  hae  his  due,  I 
wanaat  ye,  cur  it  ¥rinna  be  for  lack  of  seeking. 
Bot  if  8  true  l^m  telling  you,  for  a^  ye  stare  like  a 
wild  cat;  and  this  same  captain,  I-wat-na>his- 
Dsme,  bought  ane  of  the  very  waistcoats  that  I 
am  ganging  to  shew  ye — ^purple,  wi^  a  gowd  bind- 
uig^  and  bonnily  broidered  ;  and  I  have  a  piece 
for  you,  the  neighbour  of  it,  wi**  a  green  grund ; 
and  if  ye  mean  to  streak  yoursell  up  beside  him, 
ye  maun  e^en  buy  it,  for  if  s  gowd  that  glances 
in  the  lasses'"  een  now-^udays.  See— look  till*t,^ 
be  added,  displajring  the  pattern  in  various  points 
of  view ;  <<  look  till  it  through  the  light,  and  till 
the  light  through  it — wi*"  the  grain,  and  against 
the  grain — it  ^ews  ony  gate— cam  frae  Antwerp 
i  the  gate — ^four  dollars  is  the  price ;  and  yon 
captain  was  sae  wecl  pleased,  that  he  flang  down 


a  t^^nty  shilling  Jacobus,  litid  bade  m^  ke^  the 
change  and  lie  damned !— poor  sillj  pfof«M  cice» 
ture,  I  pity  him." 

Without  inquiring  wh^th^  th^  pedlar  beitdlr. 
ed  his  compassion  on  the  worldly  imprudailBtti  ttr 
the  religious  defidtshci^s  of  Captain  Cleveland, 
Mordaunt  ttirn^d  from  him,  folded  his  arms^  mi 
paced  the  apartment^  muttering;  to  himself^  **  Not 
asked— A  stranger  to  be  king  of  the  ftast  T-k^ 
Wok*ds  which  he  repeiated  so  earnestly,  that  Brjrba 
caught  a  pdit  of  theiir  import 

**  As  for  askings  I  am  almaist  bauld  tt>  wtuff 
that  ye  will  be  asked  j  Master  Mordaiint.^ 

^^  Did  they  mention  my  name  then  ?**  taid 
Mordaunt. 

**  I  cahna  preceesely  say  that,"  said  Bryce  Stttdlft^ 
fobt ;  "  btit  ye  needna  turn  away  your  head  saft 
soutly,  like  a  seaigh  when  he  leaves  the  shore  i 
f^r,  do  ybtl  ^ee,  I  heard  distinctly  that  a*  the  re- 
vellers about  are  to  be  there ;  and  is^  to  be  ihmighl 
thfey  would  leave  out  you,  an  auld  kenM  fVieedd^ 
ktid  the  lightest  foot  at  sic  fh)lics,  (Heaven  sctad 
you  k  better  pfftike  in  His  aiii  gude  titfie^)  tlHil 
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fladg  ^  a  fiddk-squeak^  between  this  and 
rust  ?  Sae  I  oonnder  ye  altogether  the  same  as 
imrited— and  ye  had  best  provide  yourself  wf  a 
WBttooat^  for  brave  and  brisk  will  every  fban  be 
fttfs  then^^-^the  Lord  pity  them  T 

He  thus  continued  to  follow  with  his  green 
glbaen  eyes,  the  Inotions  of  young  Mordaunt 
Mcftoan,  who  continued  to  pace  the  room  in  a 
very  penave  manner,  which  the  jagger  pro- 
hibly  nnftnterpreted,  as  he  thought^  like  Clan*- 
&,  that  if  a  man  is  sad,  it  must  needs  be  he] 
cause  he  lacks  money.    Bryce  therefore,  after 
snocber  pause,  thus  accosted  him.     *'  Ye  need- 
ni  be  ssd  about  the  matter.  Master  Mordaunt ; 
t»  although  I  got  the  just  price  of  the  article 
tnm  the  captain-man,  yet  I  maun  deal  freend- 
ly  wi^  you,  as  a  ken^d  freend  and  customer,  and 
brng  the  price,  as  they  say,  within  your  purse- 
ffloutb-^or  if  s  the  same  to  me  to  let  it  lie  ower 
t3l  Martinmas,  or  e^en  to  Candlemai.     I  am  de- 
cent in  the  warld.  Master  Mordaunt-^forbid  that 
I  diDuld  hurry  onybody,  far  mair  a  freend  that 
has  pod  me  siller  afore  now.    Or  I  wad  be  con- 
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tent  to  swap  the  garment  for  the  value  in  fea- 
thers or  sea-otters  skins,  or  any  kind  of  peltrie 
-*nane  kens  better  than  yoursell  how  to  come 
by  sic  ware— ^md  I  am  sure  I  hae  furnished  you 
wi^  the  primest  o^  powder.  I  dinna  ken  if  I  telPd 
ye  it  was  out  o^  the  kist  of  Captain  Plunket, 
that  perished  on  the  Scaw  of  Unst,  wr  the  arm- 
ed brig  Mary,  sax  years  syne.  He  was  a  prime 
fowler  himself,  and  luck  it  was  that  the  kist 
came  ashore  dry.  I  sell  that  to  nane  but  gude 
marksmen.  And  so,  I  was  saying,  if  ye  had 
ony  wares  ye  liked  to  coup  for  the  waistcoat,  I 
wad  be  ready  to  trock  wi"*  you,  for  assuredly  ye 
will  be  wanted  at  Burgh  Westra,  on  Saint  John^s 
even  ;  and  ye  wadna  like  to  look  waur  than  the 
captain — that  wadna  be  setting.*" 

**  I  will  be  there,  at  least,  whether  wanted  or 
not,^  said  Mordaunt,  stopping  short  in  his  walk, 
and  taking  the  waistcoat  piece  hasdiy  out  of  the 
pedlar^s  hand ;  ^^  and,  as  you  say,  will  not  dis* 
grace  them.''' 

"  Hand  a  care— baud  a  care,  Master  Mor* 
daunt,""  exclaimed  the  pedlar ;  "  ye  handle  it  as 
it  were  a  bale  of  coarse  wadmaal — ye*l\  fray\  to 
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fits— ye  might  weel  say  my  ware  is  tender— -and 
jell  nund  the  price  is  four  dollars-— Sail  I  put  ye 
IB  my  bode  for  itr 

*^  No,^  said  Mordaunt  hastily;  and,  taking  out 
Us  purse,  he  flung  down  the  money« 

^  Grace  to  ye  to  wear  the  garment,^  said  the 
jojoos  pedlar,  ^<  and  to  me  to  guide  the  siller; 
and  protect  us  from  earthly  vanities,  and  earthly 
oofretoosness  ;  and  send  you  the  white  linen  rai* 
Bent,  whilk  is'mair  to  be  desired  than  the  mus- 
fins,  and  cambrics,  and  lawns,  and  silks  of  this 
wovid;  and  send  me  the  talents  which  avail  more 
tlun  much  fine  Spanish  gold,  or  Dutch  dollars 
eitiier — and — but  God  ^uide  the  callant,  what 
for  are  ye  wrapping  the  ^Ik  up  that  gate,  like  a 
wiqiof  hay?" 

At  this  moment,  old  Swertha,  the  housekeeper, 
eotaied,  to  whom,  asif  eager  to  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject,  Mordaunt  threw  his  purchase,  with  some- 
thing like  careless  disdain ;  and,  telling  her  to  put 
it  aside,  snatched  his  gun,  which  stood  in  the 
comer,  threw  his  shooting  accoutrements  about 
and  without  noticing  Bryce^s  attempt  to  en« 


5K0  THE  PXftATS. 

ter  into  conversation  upon  the  ^'  bmw  ueMm^ 
as  saft  as  doe-leather,^  which  inad^  tb«  ilmg  imd 
cover  of  his  fowling-piece,  he  ieil  the  apntmeat 
abruptly. 

The  j  agger,  with  those  greefi  g^iggKoif  ud 
gain-descrying  kind  of  optics,  which  we  fawe  id- 
ready  described,  continued  gaiAng  for  an  kistad 
afiter  the  customer,  who  treated  hi^  warai  w^ 
such  irreverence. 

Swertha  also  looked  after  htm  with  BMie  snr* 
prise.  '^^  The  callant^'s  in  a  creel,^  quoth  she. 

**  In  a  creel  !*•  echoed  the  pedlar,  **  he  wiU  be 
as  wowf  as  ever  his  father  was.  To  guide  in  dial 
gate  a  bargain  that  cost  him  four  dollars — ^vi^, 
very  Fifish,  as  the  east-country  fisher-folks  say.'* 

"  Four  dollars  for  that  green  rag  !^  said  Sweiv 
dia,  catching  at  the  words  which  the  jagger  had 
unwarily  suffered  to  escape^— ^<  that  was  a  boru 
gain  indeed  I  I  wonder  whether  he  is  the  greaUar 
fiile,  or  you  the  mair  rogue,  Bryce  Snailsfbot*^ 

^  I  didna  say  it  cost  him  preceesely  fear  dok 
lars,""  said  Snailsfbot ;  <'  but  if  it  had,  the  lad\i 
siller^s  his  ain,  I  hope ;  and  he  is  aukl  alieugh  to 
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make  lus  ain  bar;|ains,  Mairby  token,  the  gudes 
are  weel  vorth  the  money,  and  mair.^ 

^  Mair  by  token,^  said  Swertba  coolly,  <<  I 
vill  see  what  his  father  thinks  about  it." 

**  Yell  no  be  sae  ill  natured,  Mrs  Swertha,** 
wd  the  jagger ;  ^^  that  will  be  but  cauld  thanks 
for  the  bonny  owerlay  .hat  I  hae  brought  you  a* 
the  way  frae  Lerwick." 

^  And  a  bonnie  price  yell  be  setting  onH," 
and  Swertha ;  ^  for  that'*s  the  gate  your  good 
deeds  end." 

^  Ye  sail  hae  the  fixing  of  the  price  yoursell ; 
or  it  may  lie  ower  till  youVe  buying  something 
far  the  house,  or  for  your  master,  and  it  can  make 
a*  ae  count" 

*^  Troth  and  thafs  true,  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  I 
am  thinking  well  want  some  napery  sune — for 
it*8  no  to  be  thought  we  can  spin,  and  the  like,  as 
if  there  was  a  mistress  in  the  house ;  and  sae  we 
make  nane  at  hame." 

**  And  thafs  what  I  ca'  walking  by  the  word," 
laid  the  jagger.  ^^  ^  Go  unto  those  that  buy  and 
sell  i*  there's  muckle  profit  in  that  text" 


9«2 


THE  PIRATE. 


<^  There  is  a  pleasure  in  dealing  wi^  a  discreet 
man,  that  can  make  profit  of  ony  thing,^  said 
Swertha ;  ^^  and  now  that  I  take  another  look  at 
that  daft  cdlanf  s  wustcoat  piece,  I  think  it  is 
honestly  worth  four  dollars.*^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

**  I  IsfeponoMd  die  regulation  of  the  weather  and  the  dktribu^ 
tin  rfthe  seatons.  The  sun  has  listened  to  mj  dictates,  and  pass- 


ed ham  tropic  to  tropic  by  mj  direction ;  the  doads,  at  my  eom- 
■Md,  ha?e  poured  fordi  their  waters."— 

Roitelas, 


Any  sudden  cause  for  anxioas  and  mortifying 
T^eflection,  which,  in  advanced  age,  occasions  sul- 
len and  pensive  inactivity,  stimulates  youth  to 
eager  and  active  exertion,  as  if,  like  the  hurt  deer, 
tkey  endeavour  to  drown  the  pain  of  the  shaft 
I7  the  rapidity  of  motion.  When  Mordaunt 
ctught  up  his  gun,  and  rushed  out  of  the  house 
of  Jarlshof,  he  walked  on  with  great  activity  over 
^ttte  and  wild,  without  any  determined  purpose, 
^^cept  that  of  escaping,  if  possible,  from  the  smart 
*  his  own  irritation.  His  pride  was  effectually 
"fortified  by  the  report  of  the  jagger,  which  co- 

• 

"Haded  exactly  with  some  doubts  he  had  been 
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led  to  entertain,  by  the  long  and  unkind  silence 
of  his  friends  at  Burgh- Westra. 

If  the  fortunes  of  Caesar  had  doomed  him,  as 
the  poet  suggests,  to  have  been 

*'  But  the  best  wrestler  on  the  green," 

it  is  nevertheless  to  be  presumed,  that  a  foil  from 
a  rival,  in  that  rustic  exercise,  would  have  mor- 
tified him  as  much  as  a  defeat  from  bb  rival, 
when  he  was  struggling  for  the  empery  of  the 
world.  And  even  so  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  de- 
graded in  his  own  eyes  from  the  height  which 
he  had  occupied  as  the  chief  amongst  the  yontli 
of  the  island,  felt  vexed  and  irritated,  as  well  aa 
humbled.  The  two  beautiful  sisters  also,  whoa? 
smiles  all  were  so  desirous  of  acquiring,  wiA 
whom  he  had  lived  on  terms  of  such  famiUar  af- 
fection, that,  with  the  same  ease  and  Mmocenoc^ 
there  was  unconsciously  mixed  a  shade  of  deeper 
thou^  undefined  tenderness  than  charaeteriies 
fraternal  love,  they  also  seemed  to  have  fbrgot> 
ten  him.  He  could  not  be  i^cnrant  that,  in  tbfi 
universal  ofttnion  of  all  Dunrossoess,  nay,  of  the 
whole  Mainland,  lie  mi^t  have  had  ev^y  dMttC^ 
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of  beiiig  the  fiiToiHred  lo¥er  of  either ;  and  now  at 
cDoe,  and  without  any  failure  on  his  part,  he  was 
become  so  fittk  to  them,  that  he  had  lost  even 
die  oomequttioe  of  an  ordinary  acquaintance. 
The  okl  UdaUer,  too,  whose  hear^  and  ancere 
dwracter  should  have  been  more  constant  in  his 
finendships,  seemed  to  have  been  as  fickle  as  his 
dsag^ters,  and  poor  Mordaunt  had  at  once  lost 
^  miles  of  the  fair,  and  the  &vour  of  the  power- 
(tL  These  were  uncomfortable  reflectioDS,  and 
hedoabled  his  pace,  that  he  might  outstrip  them 
ifpoeabte. 

Without  exactly  reflecting  ttpcm  the  route 
wioch  he  pursued,  Mordaunt  walked  briskly  on 
tkoo^  a  country  where  nether  hedge,  wall,  nor 
indbsuie  of  any  kind,  interrupts  the  steps  of  the 
vaoderer,  until  he  reached  a  very  solitary  spot 
vhere,  embosomed  among  steep  heathy  hills, 
which  sunk  suddenly  down  on  the  verge  of  the 
vsler,  lay  one  of  those  small  fresh^water  lakes 
irinch  are  common  in  the  Zetland  isles,  whose 
outlets  form  the  sources  of  the  small  brooks  and 
livulets  by  winch  the  country  is  watered,  and 
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•erve  to  drive  the  little  milk  wlucli  mamifactim 
Iheir  grain. 

It  was  a  mild  summer  day ;  the  beams  of  the 
iUDy  as  is  not  uncommon  in  Zetland,  were  mode- 
rated and  shaded  by  a  silvery  hase^  which  filled 
the  atmoqihere,  and)  destroying  the  strong  ooBk 
trast  of  light  and  shade,  gave  even  to  uooo  the 
sober  livery  of  the  evening  twilight  The  little 
lake,  not  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  circuit,  lay 
in  profound  quiet ;  its  surface  undimjded,  s«fe 
when  one  of  the  numerous  water-fowl,  which  gli- 
ded on  its  surface,  dived  for  an  instant  under  it* 
The  depth  of  the  water  gave  the  whole  that  ceru- 
lean tintof  bluish  green,  which  occaaoned  itsbeing 
called  the  Green  Loch ;  and  at  present,  it  Ibnn- 
cd  so  perfect  a  mirror  to  the  bleak  hills  by  which 
it  was  surrounded,  and  which  lay  reflected  on  its 
bosom,  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  the  w*. 
ter  from  the  land ;  nay,  in  the  shadowy  unotr- 
Uunty  occasioned  by  the  thin  haze,  a  stranger 
could  scarce  have  been  sensible  that  a  sheet  of  wa- 
ter lay  before  him.  A  scene  of  more  complete  so- 
litude^ having  all  its  peculiarities  h^ghtened  faj^ 
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Urn  CLtteme  serenity  of  the  wa^tb^,  tbe  qwttt, 
gnj  compoeed  tone  of  the  atmosphefe^  and  tl^r 
porfea  ttkiic^  <tf  the  demeotit  ooilM  \mritj\x 
ii^;im?d,  Thevwyaqosli^biydijiibofivqimited 
die  wfKA  in  gpeat  numben,  forliofe  th^  Uffial 
figkt  — d  nnrsmni  imd  flotted  in  pMowjl  tup^ 
qfoilBty  upon  the  nlent  water. 

Without  taking  im  J  determined  nim  wilhont 
heniy  any  detevmined  purpQtteh---without  ahnofi 
tULHig  what  he  was  about,  Mordaunt  jneaen^ 
cd  \m  fbwling-{>ieee,  and  fired  acroei  the  lakew 
The  kvge  swan-shot  dimpled  its  8Ui£iee  like  a 
psrtiBl  shower  of  h«l— the  hills  took  up  the  noise 
of  die  report,  and  repeated  it  again^  and  again, 
isd  againy  to  all  thor  echoes ;  the  water-fowl 
took  to  wing  in  eddying  and  confused  wheel, 
nswering  the  echoes  with  a  thousand  yaryiiig 
loeams,  from  the  deep  note  of  the  swabie  or 
svartbaek,  to  the  querulous  cry  of  the  tirracke 
ad  kittiewake. 

Monlaant  looked  for  a  moment  csa  the  clamar« 
ous  cn>wd  with  a  feeling  erf*  resentment,  which  he 
Hi  disposed  at  the  mooient  to  apjdy  to  all  nature, 
md  all  her  olgects,  animate  or  inanimate^  how- 
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ever  little  concerned  with  the  cause  of  hi»  intev^ 
naP  mortification. 

^  Ayi  ay,"**  he  sud,  *'  wheel,  dive,  aeream,  and 
diunour  as  you  will,  and  all  because  yon  have 
seen  a  strange  sight,  and  heard  an  unusual  sound. 
There  is  neny  a  one  like  you  in  this  round  wcNrld; 
But  you,  at  least,  shall  leam,^  he  added,  aa  be 
re-loaded  his  gun,  ^that  strange  sights  and 
strange  sounds,  ay,  and  strange  acquiuntancea 
to  boot,  have  sometimes  a  little  shade  of  danger 
connected  with  them. — ^But  why  should  I  wreak 
my  own  vexation  on  these  harmless  sea-gulls  f^ 
he  subjoined,  after  a  moments  pause ;  *'  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  friends  that  have  fbr-^ 
gotten  me.— I  loved  them  all  so  weU,— and  to  be 
so  soon  given  up  for  the  first  stranger  whom 
diance  threw  on.  the  coast  !^ 

As  he  stood  resting  upon  his  gun,  and  aban- 
doning his  mind  to  the  course  of  these  unpleasant 
reflections,  his  meditations  were  unexpectedly  in- 
terrupted by  some  one  touching  his  shoulder. 
He  looked  around,  and  saw  Noma  of  the  Fitful- 
head,  wrapped  in  her  dark  and  ample  mantle.  She 
had  seen  him  from  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  had 
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deioended  to  the  lake,  through  a  small  rmTiiie 
which  ocmoealed  her,  until  she  came  with  noise- 
iesistep  so  dose  to  him  that  he  turned  round  «t 
her  touch. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  was  by  nature  n«ther 
Ooiorous  nor  credulous,  and  a  course  of  reading 
mate  extensiye  than  usual  had,  in  some  degree, 
fortified  his  mind  against  the  attacks  of  supersti- 
lioD;  but  he  would  have  been  an  actual  prod^QTf 
if,  S?ing  in  Zetland  in  the  end  of  the  -seventeenth 
century,  he  had  possessed  the  philosophy  which 
^  not  exist  in  Scotland  generally,  until  at  least 
two  generations  later.  He  doubted  in  his  own 
mind  the  extent,  nay,  the  very  existence,  of  Nor- 
iii*s  supernatural  attributes,  which  was  a  high 
fight  of  incredulity  in  the  country  where  they 
were  umyersally  received ;  but  still  his  incre- 
dulity went  no  farther  than  doubts.  She  was 
unquestionably  an  extraordinary  woman,  gifted 
with  an  energy  above  others,  acting  upon  motives 
peculiar  to  hersdf,  and  apparently  independent 
OQ  mere  earthly  considerations.  Inqpressed  with 
these  ideas,  which  he  h^A  iBi\nhfiA  from  his  youth. 
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il  w«8  not  without  something  like  alarm^  tbmt  be 
bdield  this  mysterious  female  standing  of  a  sud- 
den ao  dose  beside  lum,  and  looking  upon  him 
with  sudi  sad  and  severe  eyes,  as  those  with  whidi 
IheFatal  Virgins,  who,  according  to  ncMthem  my- 
thology, were  called  the  VoOcgriur^  or  *^  bbuiers 
of  the  slain,^  were  supposed  to  regard  the  youag 
diampions  whom  they  adected  to  diare  the  ban- 
quet of  Odin. 

It  was,  indeed,  reckoned  unlucky,  to  aay  the 
least,  to  meet  with  Noma  suddenly  alone^  aad  in 
a  place  ranote  £rom  witnesses;  and  she  was  sup- 
poeed,  on  such  occasions,  to  have  been  usually  « 
prophetess  of  evil,  as  wdl  as  an  omen  of  aiafor* 
tune,  to  those  who  had  such  a  rencontre.  Theie 
were£ew  or  ncme  of  the  islanders,  however  fiutti- 
liamed  with  her  occaaond  iq^pearanoe  ia  society, 
that  would  not  have  trembled  to  meet  her  on  the 
sditary  banks  of  the  Green  Loch. 

'^  I  bri^g  you  no  evil,  Mordaunt  Mertoun,* 
die  said,  reading  perhaps  something  of  this  su- 
perstitious ^9ding  in  the  looks  of  the  young  man . 
^  £vil  from  me  you  never  fdt,  and  never 
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^  Nor  do  I  fear  any,^  said  Mordaunt,  exart- 
■f  IioBflelf  to  thiow  a»de  an  apprebaiffloii  which 
ht  Ml  to  he  ttimiaiilj.  ^*  Why  should  I^  mo* 
Agt,  you  haire  been  ever  my  friend  ?** 

^  Yet,  Mordannt,  thou  art  not  of  our  r^on;  ' 

kit  to  none  of  Zethmd  blood,  no,  not  even  to 

Ikie  who  at  around  the  hearth^^itone  of  Magnus 

IMl,  the  noble  desc^idaats  of  the  andent  Jarls 

<f  Orkney*  am  I  more  a  well-wisher,  than  I  am 

tothee,  thou  kind  and  brave-hearted  boy.  When 

Hmog  awund  thy  neck  that  gifted  chain,  which 

«n  in  our  isles  know  was  wrought  by  no  eardily 

artist,  but  by  the  Drows,  in  the  secret  recesses  of 

Ikeir  esfems,  thou  wert  then  but  fifteen  years 

sid;  yet  thy  foot  had  been  on  the  Maiden-skerrie 

sf  Nordmunren,  known  before  but  to  the  webbed 

sole  of  the  swartbadc,  and  thy  skiff  had  been 

ia  the  deepest  cavern  of  Brinnastir,  where  the 

km^Uh^  had  before  slumbered  in  dark  obsciib- 

Qty.  Tlierefore  I  gave  thee  that  noble  gift ;  and 


^Hm  Imger  weal,  or  Ms-cslf,  which  seeks  ihe  most  aom 
hmj  prnwiis  Ibr  Hs  sboda.  See  Dr  SdmoDstone's  Zei^ 
Ml  ynLn.p.  894. 


vrildioo  kDOfwot,  thai  aiioe  that  day,  e««iy  eye 
ui  thoe  isles  has  looked  OQ  tbee  at  a  acHiy  or  as  « 
faracher,  endowed  beyond  other  youths,  and  the 
fiiToured  of  those  whose  hour  of  power  is  when 
the  night  meets  with  the  day.*  ^ 

^  Alas !  mother,*  said  Mordaunt,  ^your  kind, 
gift  may  hare  given  me  fiivour,  but  it  has  not 
been  aUe  to  keep  it  for  me,  or  I  have  not  been 
aUe  to  keep  it  for  mysdf. — ^Whai  matters  it?  I 
diail  learn  to  set  as  fittleby  others  as  they  do  by 
me.  My  (ath^  says  that  I  shall  soon  leave  these 


*  The  Draws  or  Trows,  the  legitimate  saooesBors  of  ^ 
Darthem  duergar,  and  somewhat  allied  to  the  ftiries^  re- 
side like  them  in  the  interior  of  green  hills  and  cvrenM, 
and  are  most  powerftd  at  midnight.  They  are  cniMnis  ar- 
tificers in  iion^  as  well  as  in  the  predous  metals,  and  are 
sometimes  propitioos  to  mortals,  hat  more  freqnenti  j  ca« 
pridoos  and  malerolent.  Among  the  common  people  of 
Zetland,  their  existence  still  forms  an  artide  of  nniverad 
belief.  In  the  neigfaboiuing  isles  of  Feroe,  they  are  called 
Foddenskencand,  or  sabterranesn  people ;  snd  Lucas  Ja« 
oobson  Debes,  well  acquainted  with  thdr  nature,  assures 
us  that  they  inhabit  in  those  places  which  are  polluted 
with  the  effusion  of  blood,  or  the  practice  of  any  crying 
sin.  They  haye  a  government,  which  seems  to  be  mo- 
narehicaL 
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jdindsy  and  therefore,  Mother  Noma,  I  will  re- 
turn  to  you  your  fairy  gift,  that  it  may  bring 
laore  lasting  luck  to  some  other  than  it  has  done 
tome.^ 

^  Despise  not  the  gifl  of  the  nameless  raoe,^ 
■nd  Noma,  frowning ;  then  suddenly  changing 
her  tone  of  displeasure  to  that  of  moumful  so- 
lemnity,  she  added, — *'  Despse  them  not,  but,  O 
Mordaunt,  court  them  not !    Sit  down  on  that 
grey  stoner— thou  art  the  son  of  my  adoption, 
and  I  will  doff,  as  far  as  I  may,  those  attributes 
that  sever  me  from  the  common  mass  of  huma- 
nity, and  speak  with  you  as  a  parent  with  achild."*^ 
There  was  a  tremulous  tone  of  grief  which 
mingled  with  the  lofuness  of  her  language  and 
cirriage,  and  was  calculated  to  excite  sympathy, 
as  well  as  to  attract  attention.     Mordaunt  sate 
down  on  the  rock  which  she  pointed  out,  a  frag- 
ment which,  with  many  others  that  lay  scattered 
around,  had  been  torn  by  some  winter  storm  from 
the  piiedpice  at  the  foot  of  which  it  lay,  upon  the 
Tcry  verge  of  the  water.     Noma  took  her  own 
seat  on  a  stone  at  about  three  feet  distance,  ad- 
justed her  mantle  so  that  little  more  than  her  fore- 


234  THE  PIBAT£. 

# 

heady  her  eyes,  and  a  single  lock  of  her  grey  hair 
were  seen  from  beneath  the  shade  of  her  daric 
wadmaal  cloak,  and  then  proceeded  in  a  tone  m 
which  the  imaginary  consequence  and  importanee 
80  often  assumed  by  lunacy,  seemed  to  oontend 
against  the  deep  workings  of  some  extnuHfdinaqf 
and  deeply-rooted  mental  auction. 

^*  I  was  not  always,^  she  said,  ^  that  whidi  I 
now  am.  I  was  not  always  the  wise,  the  powecAda 
the  commanding,  before  whom  the  young  stand 
abashed,  and  the  old  uncover  their  grey  head«» 
There  was  a  time  when  my  appearance  did  not 
ttlenoe  mirth,  when  I  sympathized  with  humaft 
pasoon,  and  had  my  own  share  in  human  joy  and 
sorrow.  It  was  a  time  of  belplessneas  it  was  a 
time  of  foUy — ^it  was  a  time  of  idle  and  unfruit- 
ful  laughter— -it  was  a  time  of  causeless  and  aense- 
less  tears ;— and  yet,  with  its  follies  and  its  aor- 
rows  and  its  weaknesses,  what  would  Noma  of 
Fitful-head  give  to  be  again  the  unmarked  and 
happy  maiden  that  she  was  in  her  early  days  t 
Hear  me,  Mordaunt,  and  bear  with  me ;  for  you 
hear  me  utter  complaints  which  have  never  sound* 
td  into  mortal  ears,  and  which  in  mortal  ears  shall 
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■efer  loiiiid  agaiD.  I  will  be  what  I  ought,^  she 
ooBtinued,  starting  up  and  extending  her  lean 
mi  withered  arm,  ^  the  queen  and  protectieaB 
of  these  wild  and  n^ected  ides,— -I  will  be  her 
vkise  foot  the  waves  wet  not,  save  by  her  per- 
■baon;  ay,  even  though  its  rage  be  at  its  wild- 
flit  aiadness— whose  robe  the  whirlwind  respects 
vhoi  it  rends  the  hous&-rigging  from  theroof-tree. 
Borme  witness,  Mordaunt  Mertoun,— you  heard 
Wf  voids  at  Harfra— -you  saw  the  tempest  sink 
Urn  them     Speak,  bear  me  witness  P 

To  have  contradicted  her  in  this  strain  of  high- 
toned  enthu^asm,  would  have  been  cruel  and  un- 
Sfttfing,  even  had  Mordaunt  been  more  deddedly 
SDivinced  than  he  was,  that  an  insane  woman,  not 
mm  of  supematnral  power,  stood  before  him. 

^  I  beard  you  nng,^  he  rallied,  ^  and  I  saw 
As  tempest  abate."^ 

^  Abate  F^  exclaimed  Norna,  striking  the 
gromd  impatiently  with  her  staff  of  black  oak ; 
^  thoa  speakest  it  but  half—nit  sunk  at  once— > 
mk  in  sbortor  space  than  the  child  that  is 
htthed  to  siknce  by  the  nurse— -Enoug^i  you 
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know  my  power — ^but  you  know  not— mortal 
man  knows  not,  and  never  shall  know,  the 
price  which  I  paid  to  attain  it.  No^  Mordaunt^ 
never  for  the  widest  sway  that  the  ancieDt 
Norsemen  boasted,  when  their  banners  waved 
victorious  from  Bergen  to  Palestine— never^ 
for  all  that  the  round  world  contains,  do  thou 
barter  thy  peace  of  mind  for  such  greatness  at 
Norna^s.**^  She  resumed  her  seat  upon  the 
rock,  drew  the  mantle  over  her  face,  rested  her 
head  upon  her  hands,  and  by  the  convulsive  mo- 
tion which  agitated  her  bosom,  appeared  to  be 
weeping  bitterly. 

^^  Good  Noma,^  said  Mordaunt,  and  paused, 
scarce  knowing  what  to  say  that  might  conscJe 
the  unhappy  woman — **  Good  Noma,^  be  again 
resumed,  ^^  if  there  be  aught  on  your  mind  that 
troubles  it,  were  you  not  best  to  go  to  the  worthy 
minister  at  Dunrossness  ?  Men  say  you  have  not 
for  many  years  been  in  a  Christian  congregation 
—that  cannot  be  well,  or  right.  You  are  yourself 
well  known  as  a  healer  of  bodily  disease ;  but 
when  the  mind  is  sick,  we  should  draw  to  the 
Physician  of  our  souls."*^ 
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Narna  had  raised  her  persoa  slowlj  from  the 
itoopiDg  posture  in  which  she  sate ;  but  at  length 
db  started  up  on  her  feet,  threw^  back  her  mantle, 
eitendcd  her  arm,  and  while  her  lip  foamed,  and 
kr  cje  sparkled,  exclaimed  in  a  tone  resembling 
t  KRam, — "  Me  did  you  speak — me  did  you 
kid  seek  out  spriest  I — Would  you  kill  the  good 
■MB  with  h(XTor  ?— -Me  in  a  Christian  congrega- 
tioD ! — ^Would  you  have  the  roof  to  fall  on  the 
nddess  assembly,  and  mingle  their  blood  with 
tkeir  worship  ?  I — I  seek  to  the  good  Physi- 
oan ! — ^Would  you  have  the  fiend  claim  his  prey 
openly  before  God  and  man  ?^ 

The  extreme  agitation  of  the  unhappy  speaker 
natoraUy  led  Mordaunt  to  the  conclusion,  which 
was  generally  adopted  and  accredited  in  that  su- 
perstitious country  and  period.  ^^  Wretched  wo- 
man," he  said,  **  if  indeed  thou  hast  leagued  thy- 
•df  with  the  Powers  of  Evil,  why  should  you  not 
9Btk  even  yet  for  repentance  ?  But  do  as  thou 
vilt,  I  cannot,  dare  not,  as  a  Christian,  abide 
longer  with  you  ;  and  take  agiun  your  gift,"  he 
lud,  offering  back  the  chain.  "  Grood  can  never 
come  of  it,  if  indeed  evil  hath  not  come  already." 
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<<  Be  still  and  hear  me,  thou  Ibolidi  boy^^ 
Norna  calmly,  as  if  she  had  been  restored  to 
son  by  the  alarm  and  horror  which  she  penoonred 
in  Mordaun^s  countenance ;  *^  hear  me,  I  aaj^ 
I  am  not  of  those  who  have  leagued  themaelifWt 
with  the  Enemy  of  mankind,  or  derive  ddft  «» 
power  from  his  ministry.  And  although  tbe 
earthly  powers  were  propitiated  by  a 
which  human  tongue  can  never  utter,  yet,  God: 
knows,  my  guilt  in  that  offering  was  no  more  than 
that  of  the  blind  man  who  falls  from  the  precipsD^ 
which  he  could  neither  see  nor  shun.     O,  leave, 
me  not— shun  me  not  in  thb  hour  of  weakneasi 
Remain  with  me  till  the  temptation  be  passed,  or 
I  will  plunge  myself  into  that  lake,  and  rid  my** 
self  at  once  of  my  power  and  my  wretchedoesa*^ 

Mordaunt,  who  had  always  looked  up  to  tUa 
ringular  woman  with  a  sort  of  affectbn,  occaakvi- 
ed  no  doubt  by  the  early  kindness  and  distiac* 
tion  which  she  had  shewn  to  him,  was  readily  ]&• 
duced  to  reassume  his  seat,  and  listen  to  what  ske 
had  further  to  say,  in  hopes  that  she  would  grm« 
dually  overcome  the  violence  of  her  agitaUoB. 
It  was  not  long  ere  she  seemed  to  have  gained  thft 
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nttory  her  oomptanaa  expected,  fbr  afae  address- 
ed him  in  her  usually  steady  and  autfaoritatire 


^  It  was  not  of  myself,  Mordaunt,  that  I  pur- 
pised  to  speak,  when  I  bdield  you  from  the  sum- 
ait  of  yonder  grey  rock,  and  came  down  the  path 
l»  foeet  with  you.  My  fortunes  are  fixed  beyond 
diaage^  be  it  for  weal  or  for  woe.  For  myself 
Ilia?e  ceased  to  feel  much ;  but  for  those  whom 
Ae  lores.  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head  has  still  those 
fcdngs  which  link  her  to  her  kind.  Mark  me-* 
theie  is  an  eagle,  the  noblest  that  builds  in  these 
mrj  precipices,  and  into  that  eaglets  nest  there 
hu  crept  an  adder — wilt  thou  lend  thy  aid  to 
cmh  the  reptile,  and  to  save  the  noble  brood  of 
die  lord  of  the  north  sky  T 

^  You  must  speak  more  plainly,  Noma,^  said 
Hordaunt,  *'  if  you  would  have  me  understand 
<v  answer  you.     I  am  no  guesser  of  riddles.^ 

^  In  jJain  language,  then,  you  know  well  the 
&Duly  of  Burgh- Westra — the  lovely  daughters 
^  the  generous  old  Udaller,  Magnus  Troil, — 
Unoa  and  Brenda,  I  mean.  You  know  them, 
^  you  love  them." 
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<<  I  have  known  them,  mother,^  replied  Mar- 
daunt,  '^  and  I  have  loved  them— none  knows  it 
better  than  you  yourself.^ 

<<  To  know  them  once,^  said  Noma,  emphati- 
cally, ^*  is  to  know  them  always. — To  love  them 
once,  is  to  love  them  for  ever.*" 

^^  To  have  loved  them  once,  is  to  wish  them 
well  for  ever,^  replied  the  youth ;  ^^  but  it  is  no- 
thing  more.  To  be  plain  with  you.  Noma,  the 
family  at  Burgh- Westra  have  of  late  totally  ne- 
glected me.  But  shew  me  the  means  <^  serving 
them  ;  I  will  convince  you  how  much  I  have  re- 
membered old  kindness,  how  little  I  resent  late 
coldness.^ 

'^  It  is  well  spoken,  and  I  will  put  your  pur- 
pose to  the  proof,^^  replied  Noma.  **  Magnus 
Troil  has  taken  a  serpent  into  his  bosom— 4iis 
lovely  daughters  are  delivered  up  to  the  madii* 
nations  of  a  villain.^ 

^*  You  mean  the  stranger,  Cleveland  F**  said 
Mordaunt. 

^^  The  stranger  who  so  calls  himself,^  replied 

Noma— *^  the  same  whom  we  found  flung  ashore 

like  a  waste  heap  of  sea-weed  at  the  foot  of  the 
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Sumburgh-ci^.  I  felt  that  within  mc,  that 
woiM  have  prompted  me  to  let  him  lie  till  the 
tide  floated  him  off,  as  it  had  floated  him  on  shore. 
I  lepeoi  me  I  gave  not  way  jto  iu^ 

*^  But,^  said  Mordaunt,  *^  I  cannot  repent  that 
I  £d  my  duty  as  a  Christian  man.  And  what  right 
have  I  to  wish  otherwise  ?  If  Minna,  Brenda, 
Ifagnos,  and  ibe  rest,  like  that  stranger  better 
ikuk  me^  I  have  no  title  to  be  offended ;  nay,  I 
might  well  be  laughed  at  for  bringing  myself  in. 
tp  eompariaon.^ 

^^  It  is  well,  and  I  trust  they  merit  thy  unselfish 
fnendship.^ 

^  But  I  cannot  perceive,^  said  Mordaunt,  <<  in 

what  you  can  propose  that  I  should  serve  them* 

I  have  but  just  learned  by  Bryce  the  jagger,  that 

tlus  Captain  Cleveland  is  all  in  all  with  the  ladies 

>t  Harira,   and  with  the  ITdaller  himself.     I 

would  like  ill  to  intrude  myself  where  I  am  not 

veloome,  or  to  place  my  home-bred  merit  in  com- 

pttiaon  with  Captain  Cleveland'^s.     He  can  tell 

^^  of  battles,  when  I  can  only  speak  of  birds- 

^»— can  speak  of  shooting  Frenchmen,  when 

VOL.  I.  Q, 
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I  can  only  tell  of  shooting  seals— •he  wean  gay 
clothes,  and  bears  a  brave  countenance;  I  am 
plainly  dressed,  and  plainly  nurtured.  Such  gi^ 
gallants  as  he  can  noose  the  hearts  of  thoee  he 
lives  with,  as  the  fowler  nooses  the  guillemot  with 
his  rod  and  line.*** 

"  You  do  wrong  to  yourself,**  replied  NOTna,. 
^<  wrong  to  yourself,  and  greater  wrong  to  Minna 
and  Brenda ;  and  trust  not  the  reports  of  Biyoe 
-—he  is  like  the  greedy  cha£Fer-whale,  that  will 
change  his  course  and  dive  for  the  most  petty 
coin  which  a  fisher  can  cast  at  him.  Certain  it 
is,  that  if  you  have  been  lessened  in  the  ofHnion 
of  Magnus  Troil,  that  sordid  fellow  hath  had 
some  share  in  it.  But  let  him  count  hb  vantage, 
for  my  eye  is  upon  him.'*' 

"  And  why,  mother,*"  s^d  Mordaunt,  "  do 
you  not  tell  to  Magnus  what  you  have  told  to 
me?'' 

"  Because,^  replied  Noma,  "  they  who  wax 
wise  in  their  own  conceit  must  be  taught  a  bitter 
lesson  by  experience.  It  was  but  yesterday  that 
I  spoke  with  Magnus,  and  what  was  his  reply  ? 
~*  Good  Noma,  you  grow  old.'    And  this  was 
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xfoken  by  one  bouaden  to  me  by  so  many  and 
such  dose  ties— by  the  descendant  of  the  ancient 
None  earls— this  was  from  Magnus  Troil  to  me ; 
and  it  was  said  in  bdialf  of  one  whom  the  sea 
iluog  forth  as  wreck- weed !  Since  he  despises  the 
counsel  of  the  aged,  he  shall  be  taught  by  that 
of  the  young ;  and  well  that  he  is  not  left  to  his 
own  folly.  Go,  therefore,  to  Burgh  Westra  as 
usually  upon  the  Baptist^s  festival.^ 

*^  I  have  had  no  invitation,^  said  Mordaunt ; 
*'  I  am  not  wanted,  not  wished  for,  not  thought 
of— perhaps  I  shall  not  be  acknowledged  if  I  go 
tUther;  and  yet,  mother,  to  confess  the  truth, 
thither  I  had  thought  to  go."" 

*^  It  was  a  good  thought,  and  to  be  cherished,"* 
replied  Noma ;  "  we  seek  our  friends  when  they 
tte  sick  in  health,  why  not  when  they  are  sick  in 
mind,  and  surfeited  with  prosperity  ?  Do  not  fail 
to  go— it  may  be,  we  shall  meet  there.  Mean- 
while our  roads  lie  different.  Farewell,  and  speak 
Dot  of  this  meeting.^ 

They  parted,  and  Mordaunt  remained  stand- 
ing by  the  lake,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  Noma, 
until  her  tall  dark  form  became  invisible  among 
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the  windings  of  the  valley  down  which  she  waiw 
dered,  and  Mordaunt  letumed  to  lus  father^s 
mansion,  detennined  to  follow  counsel  whidi  oo- 
indded  so  well  with  his  own  wishes.  * 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

'^  AH  joor  andent  castoms. 
And  long  deKended  usages.  111  dumge. 
Ye  AaO  not  cat  nor  drink,  nor  speak  nor  BOTe, 
Think,  look,  or  walk,  as  ye  were  wont  to  do  ; 
Even  joai  marriage-beds  shall  ktaow  matatkm ; 
The  bride  diaH  hare  the  stock,  the  groom  the  waQ  | 
For  an  old  practioe  wiU  I  tarn  and  change, 
Aod  can  it  refoimalion— marry,  win  I  P 

*Tu  Even  that  we*re at  Odtk, 

Ths  festal  day  approached^  and  still  nd  invi- 
tatioD  arrived  for  that  guest,  without  whoni,  but 
A  little  space  »nce,  no  feast  could  have  been  held 
in  the  idand  ^  while,  on  the  other  hand,  such  re- 
ports as  reached  them  on  every  side  spoke  highly 
of  the  favour  which  Captain  Clevdand  enjoyed 
in  the  family  of  the  old  Udaller  of  Burgh  Westra. 
Swertha  and  the  old  Ranzelar  shook  their  heads 
St  these  mutations,  and  reminded  Mordaunt,  by 
many  a  half-hint  and  inuendo,  that  he  had  incur- 
red this  eclipse  by  being  so  imprudently  active 
to  secure  the  safety  of  the  stranger  when  he  lay 
at  the  mercy  of  the  next  wave  beneath  the  cliffs 
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of  Sumburgh-head.  ^^  It  is  best  to  let  saut  water 
take  its  gait,""  said  Swertha  ;  <^  luck  never  came 
of  crossing  it*** 

^^  In  troth,^  stud  the  Ranselar^  ^'  they  are  wise 
folks  that  let  wave  and  withy  baud  their  un — 
luck  never  came  of  a  half-drowned  man,  or  a 
half-hanged  ane  either.  Who  was^t  shot  Will 
Paterson  off  the  Noss  ? — the  Dutchman  that  he 
saved  from  sinking,  I  trow.  To  fling  a  drown- 
ing man  a  plank  or  a  tow,  may  be  the  part  of  a 
Christian ;  but  I  say  keep  hands  aff  him,  if  ye 
wad  live  and  thrive  free  frae  his  danger.** 

"  Ye  are  a  wise  man,  Ranzelar,  and  a  worthy,^ 
echoed  Swertha,  with  a  groan,  <^  and  ken  bow 
•and  whan  to  help  a  neighbour,  as  weel  as  ony 
man  that  ever  drew  a  net.** 

"  In  troth,  I  have  seen  length  of  days,^  an- 
swered the  Uanzelar,  <<  and  I  have  heard  what 
the  auld  folk  said  to  each  other  anent  sic  mat- 
ters; and  nae  man  in  Zetland  shall  go  farther 
•than  I  will  in  any  Christian  service  to  a  man  on 
firm  land ;  but  if  he  cry  help  otit  of  the  sant 
waves,  that^s  another  story.*" 
.    "And  yet,  to  think  of  this  lad  Cleveland 
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sUikBog  in  our  Master  Mordaunf  s  light,^ 
Swertha,  *<  and  viiih  Magnus  Troil,  that  thought 
him  the  flower  of  the  island  but  on  Whitsunday 
httt,  and  Magnus,  too,  thaf  s  both  held  (when 
he^s  finesh,  honest  man)  the  wisest  and  wealthiest 
of  Zetland.'' 

^  He  canna  win  by  it,^  s^  the  Ranzelman^ 
with  a  look  of  the  deepest  sagacity.  *^  There^s 
whiks^  Swertha,  that  the  wisest  of  us  (as  I  am 
sure  I  humbly  confess  mysel)  may  be  little  better 
than  gulls,  and  can  no  more  win  by  doing  deeds 
of  fdly  than  I  can  step  oyer  Sumburgh-head.  It 
has  been  my  own  case  once  or  twice  in  my  life. 
But  we  will  see  soon  what  ill  is  to  come  of  all 
this,  for  good  there  cannot  come.'*' 

And  Swertha  answered,  with  the  same  tone  of 
prophetic  wisdom,  *^  Na,  na,  gude  can  never 
oome  on  it,  and  that  is  ower  truly  sidd.'' 

These  doleful  predictions,  repeated  from  time 
to  time,  had  some  effect  upon  Mordaunt.  He  did 
XM>t  indeed  suppose,  that  the  charitable  action  of 
relieving  a  drowning  man  had  subjected  him,  as 
a  necessary  and.  fatal  consequence,  to  the  unplea- 
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sant  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed;  yet 
he  felt  as  if  a  sort  of  spell  were  drawn  around 
him,  of  which  he  neither  understood  the  nature 
or  the  extent ;— ^that  some  power,  in  short,  be- 
yond his  own  controul,  was  acting  upon  his  deft* 
tiny,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with  no  friendly  influence. 
His  curioaty,  as  well  as  his  anxiety,  was  highly 
excited,andhe  continued  determined,  atall  events, 
to  make  his  personal  appearance  at  the  iqiproach- 
ing  festival,  when  he  was  impressed  with  the  be- 
lief that  sbmething  uncommon  was  necessarily  to 
take  place,  which  should  determine  his  future 
views  and  prospects  in  life. 

As  the  elder  Mertoun  was  at  this  time  in  his 
ordinary  state  of  health,  it  became  necessary 
that  his  son  should  intimate  to  him  his  intended 
visit  to  Burgh  Westra.  tie  did  so ;  and  his  fa- 
ther  desired  to  know  the  especial  reason  of  his 
going  thither  at  this  particular  time. 

*^  It  is  a  time  of  merry-making,*^  replied  the 
youth ;  "  all  the  country  are  assembled.'*' 

*^  And  you  are  doubtless  impatient  to  add  an« 
other  fool  to  the  number,— Go-— but  beware  how 


THE  PIBATE.  S49 

you  walk  in  the  path  which  you  arc  about  to 
tread— a  fall  from  the  cliffs  of  Foula  were  not 
moreiktaL^ 

"  May  I  ask  the  reasori  of  your  caution,  sir  T^ 
re]£ed  Mordaunt,  breaking  through  the  reserve 
vfaidi  ordinarily  subsisted  betwixt  him  and  his 
angular  parent. 

^Magnus  Troil,'*  said  the  elder  Mertoun, 
"  has  two  daughters — ^you  are  of  the  age  when 
men  k)ok  upon  such  gawds  with  eyes  of  affection^ 
tluit  tbey  may  afterwards  learn  to  curse  the  day 
that  first  opened  their  eyes  upon  heavem  I  bid 
you  beware  of  them ;  for,  as  sure  as  that  death 
sod  sin  came  into  the  world  by  woman,  so  sure 
ve  thar  soft  words,  and  softer  looks,  the  utter 
destruction  and  ruin  of  all  who  put  faith  in  them.**^ 
Mordaunt  had  sometimes  observed  his  father^s 
narked  disUke  to  the  female  sex,  but  had  never 
Wore  heard  him  give  vent  to  it  in  terms  so  de- 
termined and  precise.  He  replied,  that  the  daugh- 
^rs  of  Macnius  Troil  were  no  more  to  him  than 
2iDy  other  females  in  the  islands ;  "  they  were 
^eo  of  less  importance,^  he  said,  "  for  they  had 
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broken  off  their  friendship  with  him,  without  a» 
signing  any  cause.*" 

^^  And  you  go  to  seek  the  renewal  of  it,^  «& 
swered  his  father.  ^^  Silly  moth,  that  hast  onoc 
escaped  the  taper  without  singeing  thy  wn^ 
you  are  not  contented  with  the  safe  obscurity  d 
these  wilds,  but  must  hasten  back  to  the  flanM^ 
which  is  sure  at  length  to  consume  thee.  Why 
should  I  waste  arguments  in  deterring  thee  froD 
thy  inevitable  fate  ?— -Go  where  thy  destiny  caih 
thee.^ 

On  the  succeeding  day,  which  was  the  eve  of 
the  great  festival,  M ordaunt  set  forth  on  his  load 
to  Burgh  Westra,  pondering  alternately  on  the 
injunctions  of  Norna— on  the  ominous  words  d 
his  father— -on  the  inauspidous  auguries  of  Swer- 
tha  and  the  Ranzelar  of  Jarlshof— -and  not  with- 
out experiencing  that  gloom  with  which  sio  many 
concurring  circumstances  of  ill  omen  combined  to 
oppress  his  mind. 

*^  It  bodes  me  but  a  cold  reception  at  Buigb 
Westra,"*  said  he ;  "  but  my  stay  shall  be  the 
shorter.  I  will  but  find  out  whether  they  have  beei 
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deodved  by  this  sea-faring  stranger,  or  whether 
tbey  have  acted  out  of  pure  caprice  of  temper, 
and  lore  of  change  of  company.  If  the  first  be 
the  case,  I  will  vindicate  my  character,  and  let 
CqiUdn  Cleveland  look  to  himself ;— if  the  latter, 
why  then,  goodnight  to  Burgh  Westra  and  all 
its  imDates."^ 

As  he  mentally  meditated  this  last  alternative, 
hun  pride^  and  a  return  of  fondness  for  those  to 
whom  he  supposed  he  was  bidding  farewdil  for 
ever,  brought  a  tear  into  his  eye,  which  he  dash- 
ed off  hastily  and  indignantly,  as,  mending  his 
pioe,  he  continued  on  his  journey. 

The  weather  being  now  serene  and  undisturb- 
ed, Mordaunt  made  his  way  with  an  ease  that 
ibrmed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  difficulties  which 
he  had  encountered  when  he  last  travelled  the 
ttme  route ;  yet  there  was  a  less  pleasing  subject 
for  comparison,  within  his  own  mind. 

•'  My  breast,"  he  said  to  himself,  "  was  then 
against  the  wind,  but  my  heart  within  was  serene 
and  happy.  I  would  I  had  now  the  same  care- 
less feelings,  were  they  to  be  bought  by  battling 
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In  eamvtsjj  hamrrety  or  ndMr,  periM}»»  Id  get 
lidof  hk  ovn  t&sqxned]]^  thoogiits^  Motdaunt  did 
to  call  at  the  mansioii,  vhidi  be  fband  in 
cominorinn,  Tr^)tolemus  himadf,  in- 
Tested  with  a  pair  of  large  jack-boots^  went  dat- 
tering  up  and  down  stairs,  screaming  oat  quea- 
tioos  to  his  sister  and  has  serring.woman  Tronda^ 
who  replied  with  shriller  and  more  complicated 
screeches.  At  length,  Mrs  Baby  herself  mlule 
her  appearance,  with  her  venerable  peraoo  invest- 
ed in  what  was  then  called  a  Joseph,  an  ampfe 
garment,  which  had  once  been  green,  bat  now^ 
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Stains  and  patches,  had  bcoome  like  the 
festare  of  the  patriarch  whose  name  it  bore — a 
gumoit  of  diyers  ccJours.  A  steeple-crowned 
liat,  the  purchase  of  some  long  past  moment,  in 
vliich  Tanity  had  got  the  better  of  avarice,  with 
aftather  which  had  stood  as  much  wind  and  rain 
aiif  it  had  been  part  of  a  sea-mew^s  wing,  made 
op  her  equipment,  save  that  in  her  hand  she  held 
t  olver-mounted  whip  of  anUquc  fashion.  This 
attiie,  as  wdl  as  an  air  of  determined  bustle  in 
die  gait  and  appearance  of  Mrs  Barbara  Yellow- 
hff  seemed  to  bespeak  that  she  was  prepared  to 
take  a  journey,  and  cared  not,  as  the  saying  goes, 
wbo  knew  that  such  was  her  determination. 

She  was  the  first  that  observed  M ordaunt  on 
Us  arrival,  and  she  greeted  him  with  a  degree  of 
minj^ed  emotion.  ^<  Be  good  to  us  !^  she  ex- 
dbdmed,  ^^  if  here  is  not  the  canty  callant  that 
wears  yon  thing  about  his  neck,  and  that  snap- 
ped up  our  goose  as  light  as  if  it  had  been  a 
aandie-lavrock  !^  The  admiration  of  the  gold 
duun,  which  had  formerly  made  so  deep  an  im- 
pression on  her  mind,  was  marked  in  the  first  part 
of  b<^  speech,  the  recollection  of  the  untimely 
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fate  of  the  smoked  goose  was  commemorated  in 
the  second  clause.  ^^  I  will  lay  the  burthen  of 
my  life,^^  she  instantly  added,  ^'  that  he  ia  gjKOf^ 
ing  our  gate.^ 

^*  I  am  bound  for  Burgh  Westra,  Mrs  Yellow* 
ley,^  said  Mordaunt. 

"  And  blithe  will  we  be  of  your  company,^ 
she  added — *^  iVs  early  day  to  eat ;  but  if  you 
liked  a  barley  scone  and  a  drink  of  bland-— 4ia» 
theless,  it  is  ill  travelling  on  a  full  stomach,  be<i 
sides  quelling  your  appetite  for  the  feast  that  w 
biding  you  this  day ;  for  all  sort  of  prodigality 
there  will  doubtless  be."^ 

Mordaunt  produced  his  own  stores,  and,  ex« 
plaining  that  he  did  not  love  to  be  burthensome 
to  them  on  this  second  occasion,  invited  them  to 
partake  of  the  provisions  he  had  to  offer.  Poor 
Triptolemus,  who  seldom  saw  half  so  good  a  din* 
ner  as  his  guests  luncheon,  threw  himself  upon  the 
good  cheer,  like  Sancho  on  the  scum  of  Camacho^s 
kettle,  and  even  the  lady  herself  could  not  reast 
the  temptation,  though  she  gave  way  to  it  with 
more  moderation,  and  with  something  like  a  sense 
of  shame.     "  She  had  let  the  fire  out,''  she  said, 

13 
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**  tor  it  was  a  pity  wasting  fuel  in  so  cold  a 
amntij,  and  so  sb~e  had  not  thought  of  getting 
aj  thing  ready,  as  they  were  to  set  out  so  soon ; 
and  so  she  could  not  but  say,  that  the  young 
gndeman'^s  nadcei  looked  very  good ;  and  besides, 
ik  had  some  curiosity  to  see  whether  the  folks 
in  dns  coontry  cured  their  beef  in  the  same  way 
&^  fid  in  the  north  of  Scotland.'^  Under  which 
flnmbined  conaderaticms.  Dame  Baby  made  a 
hoffty  experiment  on  the  refreshments  whidi 
dms  unexpectedly  presented  themselves. 

When  thdr  extemporary  repast  was  finished, 
dwfiKtor  became  solidtons  to  take  the  road;  and 
BOW  Mordaunt  discovered,  that  the  alacrity  with 
which  he  had  been  rec^ved  by  Mistress  Bat^ 
vas  not  altogether  disinterested.  Neither  she  nor 
die  learned  Triptolemus  felt  much  disposed  to 
eommit  themselves  to  the  wilds  of  Zetland,  with, 
oat  the  asMStance  of  a  guide ;  and  although  they 
eookl  have  commanded  the  assistance  of  one  of 
their  own  labouring  folks,  yet  the  cautious  agri- 
eoltnrist  observed,  that  it  would  be  losing  at 
least  one  day^s  work ;  and  his  nster  multiplied 
Us  apprehenoons  by  echdng  back,  ^^  One  day  s 


msxk.  ? — je  mar  wec4  saj  tmeatf — far,  sel  mae  df 
tbar  noses  widim  die  wmdl  of  a  bal-poty  and 
their  hi^  wkhia  die  sound cifafiddle, and  iriutde 
diem  back  if  ¥e  caskS* 

Now  die  fortiiiiale  anrni  of  M ordaunl,  in  die 
rerj  nickof  time^  not  to  meBtkm  the  good  dieer 
which  he  broi^t  with  him,  made  him  as  wd- 
oome  as  any  one  couM  poniblj  be  to  a  diiedi^ 
hold,  whkhy  on  all  ordinaij  occanows  abhonted 
the  pass^e  of  a  guest ;  nor  was  Mr  Yeiiomlfy 
altogether  inaenaible  of  the  pleasure  he  pranused 
himself  in  detailing  his  plans  i^  improYemenl  to 
his  young  companion,  and  enjoying  what  his  fiile 
sddom  asMgned  him — the  company  <^  a  patieot 
and  admiring  listener. 

As  the  facUx  and  his  aster  were  to  proaeenle 
their  journey  on  horseback,  it  only  remained  to 
mount  tbeir  guide  and  companion-— a  thing  raii 
ly  accomplished,  where  there  are  sudi  numfaen 
of  shaggy,  long-backed,  short-legged  pomes  nm- 
niDg  wild  upon  the  extensive  moors,  which  are 
the  common  pasturage  for  the  cattle  of  eveiy 
township,  where  shelties,  geese,  swine,  goatt, 
sheep,  and  little  Zetland  cows,  arc  turned  out 

14 
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poadanaQodjj  jmd  often  in  nunbetB  winch  can 
rfMak  but  precariouft  tubrisletioe  from  the  nj^ 
prd  TcgeUtion.  There  is,  indeed,  a  right  c^iiw 
Mdaal  property  in  all  iheae  animals  i^hieh  are 
kmded  or  tattooed  by  each  owner  with  hia  own 
pnfiar  mark ;  bat  when  any  pamel^er  has  oc- 
ewooal  uae  tat  a  pooey ,  he  never  acnqdea  to  lay 
Ud  cf  the  first  which  he  can  catchy  puts  oo  a 
hkeTf  and,  hnring  lode  lum  as  far  as  he  finds 
OBv cnenty  tmrns  the  ammal  loose  to  find  hia  wqr 
lmkifBinashebcstcan—<i  matter  in  irfiich  the 
poBHB  are  sufficiently  saf^adoos. 

Aldmogh  this  general  exercise  of  property  was 
oae  of  the  coormities  which  in  due  time  the  bt^ 
lor  intended  to  abolish,  yet,  hke  a  wise  man,  he 
mvpled  not,  in  the  meantime,  to  avail  Umsetf  of 
IS  gaend  a  practice,  whidi,  he  eoDdesccnled  to 
iDdw,  was  particularly  convenient  fiir  those  who^ 
(m  dianrert  to  be  bis  own  present  case,)  had  no 
ponies  of  tfacur  own  on  which  thor  neigfaboois 
esold  retaliate.  Three  sfaelties,  therslbre,  were 
IMMUifed  from  the  hill-— little  shagged  anmmlsi 
iksre  lesemWng  wild  bears  than  any  thing  of  the 
hsrse  tribe,  yet  posmsasd  of  no  small  dcgrse  of 
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Strength  and  spirit,  and  able  to  endure  as  mueh 
fatigae  and  indifferent  usage  as  any  creatures  m 
the  world. 

Two  of  these  horses  were  already  (Hrovided 
and  fully  accoutred  for  the  journey.  Oneoftheniy 
destined  to  bear  the  fair  person  of  Mistress  Baby^ 
was  decorated  with  a  huge  side-saddle  of  r&nt* 
rable  antiquity— a  mass,  as  it  were,  of  cushion 
and  padding,  from  which  depended,  on  all  ades, 
a  bousing  of  andent  tapestry,  which,  haTing.beeD 
originally  intended  for  a  horse  of  ordinary  size, 
covered  up  the  diminutive  palfrey  over  whom  il 
was  spread,  from  the  ears  to  the  tail,  and  ficom^ 
the  shoulder  to  the  fetlock,  leaving  nothing  visi* 
blc  but  its  head,  whidi  looked  fiercely  out  from 
these  enfoldments,  like  the  heraldric  representa- 
tion  of  a  lion  looking  out  of  a  bush.     MordaunI 
gallantly  lifted  up  the  fair  Mbtress  Ydlowk)^, 
and,  at  the  expence  of  very  slight  exertion,  placed 
her  upon  the  summit  of  her  mountainous  saddle. 
It  is  probable,  that,  on  feeling  herself  thus  squi* 
red  and  attended  upon,  and  experiencing  the  long 
unwonted  consciousness  that  she  was  attired  in 
her,  best  array,  some  thoughts  dawned  upon  Mis? 
tress  Baby^s  mind,  which  chequered,  for  axt 
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stant,  those  habitual  ideas  about  thrifty  that  (orm^ 
ed  the  daily  and  all-engroBsing  occupation  of 
her  aool.  She  glanced  her  eye  upon  her  faded 
joieph,  and  on  the  long  hou&ings  of  her  saddle, 
ts  die  obee^red,  with  a  smile,  to  Mordaont,  that 
*  ttavellmg  was  a  pleasant  thing  in  fine  weather 
isd  agreeable  company^  if,^  die  added,  glandng 
t  look  at  a  jdace  where  the  embroidety  was  some- 
vhit  firAyed  and  tattered^  *^  it  was  not  sae  waste- 
fid  to  ane^s  horse-fumitote.^ 

Meanwhile,  her  brother  stepped  stoutly  to  his 
iteed;  and  as  he  chocie^  notwithstanding  the  se* 
lenity  of  the  weather,  to  throw  a  long  red  cloak 
over  his  other  garments,  his  poney  was  even  more 
completely  enveloped  in  drapery  than  that  of  his 
■iter.  It  happened,  moreover,  to  be  an  animal 
of  an  high  and  contumacious  spirit,  bouncing  and 
eonretting  oocafflodally  under  the  weight  of  Trip- 
lolcmas,  with  a  vivacity  which,  notwithstanding 
his  Yorkshire  descent,  rather  deranged  him  in 
the  saddle ;— -gambols  which,  as  the  palfrey  itself 
was  not  viable,  except  upon  the  strictest  inspec- 
tioD,  had,  at  a  little  distance,  an  effect  as  if  they 
wwe  die  vcduntary  movements  of  the  cloaked  ca« 
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vulierji  without  the  assistance  of  any  other  Iqpi 
than  those  with  which  nature  had  provided  him ; 
andy  to  anj  who  had  viewed  Triptolemus  under 
such  a  persuasion,  the  gravity,  and  even  distress^ 
announced  in  his  countenance,  must  have  made  a 
ridiculous  contrast  to  the  vivacious  capridea  with 
which  he  piaffed  along  the  moor. 

M ordaunt  kept  up  with  this  worthy  cmsfte^ 
mounted,  according  to  the  nmplidty  <}f  the  lime 
and  country,  on  the  first  and  readiest  poney  wfaiA 
they  had  been  able  to  press  into  the  sen^oe^  with 
no  other  accoutrement  of  any  kind  than  the  halU 
ter  which  served  to  guide  him ;  while  Mr  Yek 
lowley,  seeing  with  pleasure  his  giude  thua  n^ 
diiy  provided  with  a  steed,  privately  resolved) 
that  this  rude  custom  of  helping  travellen  fo 
horses,  without  leave  of  the  proprietor,  should 
not  be  abated  in  Zetland,  until  he  came  to  poaaesi 
a  herd  of  ponies  belonging  in  property  toliiasadf, 
and  exposed  to  suffer  in  the  way  of  retaliatioB. 

But  to  other  uses  or  abuses  of  the  oountrji 
Triptolemus  Ycllowley  shewed  himself  less  k^ 
lerant.  Long  and  wearisome  were  the  disooursei 
lie  held  with  Mordaunt,  or,  (to  speak  much 
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eomecdy,)  the  harugues  which  he  inflicted  upon 
UtOj  ooDoemiog  the  chaiqpes  which  his  own  jkI- 
rat  in  these  isles  was  about  to  occasion.     Un- 
iblfed  as  be  was  in  the  modern  arts  by  which  an 
Cilste  may  be  impnrred  to  such  a  high  degree  that 
itihall  altogether  slip  dirough  the  proprietor's  fin- 
fat,  Triptolemos  had  at  least  the  zeal,  if  not  the 
kaowledge^  of  a  whole  agricultural  society  in  his 
own  person ;  nor  was  he  surpassed  by  any  who 
Ihs  followed  him,  in  that  noble  qiirit  which  scorns 
Co  faalaooe  profit  against  outlay,  but  holds  the 
glory  of  effecting  a  great  change  on  the  fisuse  of 
tbe  lind,  to  be,  like  Tutue,  in  a  great  degree  its 
own  reward. 

No  part  of  the  wild  and  mountainous  region 
over  wbidi  Mordaunt  guided  him  but  what  sug- 
gested to  his  active  imagination  some  sdicme  of 
iaptovenient  and  alteration.  He  would  make  a 
raad  through  yon  scarce  passable  glen,  where  at 
present  nothing  but  the  sure-footed  creatures  on 
wUdi  they  were  mounted  could  tread  with  any 
safety*  He  would  substitute  better  houses  for 
the  skeoes,  or  sheds  built  of  dry  stones,  in  which 
tbe  inhabitants  cured  or  manufactured  th^  fish 
«-th^  diouU  brew  good  ale  instead  of  bland^— 
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they  should  plant  forests  where  tree  never  greir, 
and  find  mines  of  treasure  where  aDanish  akiUiog 
was  accounted  a  coin  of  a  most  respectable  deno- 
mination. All  these  mutations,  with  uoaqyochen^ 
did  the  worthy  factor  redolve  upoQ,  speaking  aft 
the  same  time  with  the  utmost  oonfideqoe  of  the 
countenance  and  assistance  which  he  W99  tfi  le- 
ceive  from  the  higher  classes,  and  e^pfxialiy  from 
Magnus  Troil. 

<*  I  will  impart  some  of  my  'deaa  to  the  poor 
man,^  he  said,  ^<  before  we  are  both  many  hours 
older;  and  you  will  mark  how  grateful  he  will 
be  tQ  the  man  who  brings  him  knowledge,  wluch 
is  better  than  wealth.^ 

*^  I  would  not  have  you  build  too  strongly  oa 
that,^  said  M ordaunt,  by  way  of  caution ;  *<  Mag- 
nus TroiPs  boat  is  kittle  to  trim— he  likes  hit 
own  ways,  and  his  country-ways,  and  you  will  m 
soon  teach  your  sheltie  to  dive  like  a  sealgh,  as 
bring  Magnus  to  take  a  Scottish  fashion  in  the 
place  of  a  Norse  one ;— and  yet,  if  he  is  steady  to 
his  old  customs,  he  may  perhaps  be  as  change* 
able  as  anotlier  in  his  old  friendships.^ 

<<  Hetts  tu9  inepU  T  said  the  scholar  of  Saint 
Andrews,  <<  steady  or  unsteady,  what  can  it  mafc^ 
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to?— am  not  I  here  in  point  of  trust,  and  in  point 
of  power  ?  and  shall  aFowde,  by  which  tNurbarous 
appellative  this  Magnus  Troil  still  calls  himself, 
pnesume  to  measure  judgment  and  weigh  reasons 
with  me,  who  represent  the  full  dignity  ot  the 
Chamberlain  of  the  islands  of  Orkney  and  Zetr- 

^  Stili,^  smd  Mordaunt,  ^^  I  would  advise  you 

not  to  advance  too  rashly  upon  his  prejudices. 

JiagDus  Troil,  from  the  hour  of  his  birth  to  this 

day,  never  saw  a  greater  man  than  himself,  and 

it  is  difficult  to  bridle  an  old  horse  for  the  first 

tuna   Beades,  he  has  at  no  time  in  his  life  been 

a  patient  listener  to  long  explanations,  so  it  is 

poanble  that  he  may  quarrel  with  your  proposed 

icfnuiation,  before  you  can  convince  him  of  its 

advantages.^ 

^  How  mean  you,  young  man  ?*"  said  the  fac- 
ta>— *'  Is  there  one  who  dwells  in  these  islands, 
who  is  so  wretchedly  blind  as  not  to  be  sensible. 
of  their  deplorable  defects  ?  Can  a  man,^  he  add* 
e4^  rising  into  enthusiasm  as  he  spoke,  ^^  or 
even  a  beast,  look  at  that  thing  there,  which  they 
have  the  impudence  to  call  a  corn-mill,  without 
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treniblkig  to  think  that  corn  Bhocikl  be  entmsted 
to  such  a  miserable  molendinary  P  The  wretches 
are  obliged  to  have  at  least  fifty  in  each  parish^ 
each  trundling  away  upon  its  paltry  miU-stone^ 
under  the  thatch  of  a  roof  no  bigger  than  a  bee- 
skep,  instead  of  a  noble  and  seemly  baron^s  tbSU^ 
that  you  would  hear  the  clack  of  through  the 
haill  country ;  and  that  casts  the  meal  through 
the  mill-eye  by  forpits  at  a  time.* 

^*  Ay,  ay,  brother,^  said  his  aster,  *^  tbaA 
spoken  like  your  wise  sell*  The  mair  cost  the 
mair  honour-«-that^s  your  word  ever  nudr.  Can 
it  no  creep  into  your  wise  head,  man,  that  ilka 
body  grinds  their  ain  nievefu^  of  meal,  in  this 
country,  without  plaguing  themselves  about  ba* 
ron^s  mills,  and  thirls,  and  sucken,  and  the  like 
trade  ?  How  mony  a  time  have  I  heard  you  bdl- 
the-cat  with  auld  Edie  Happer,  the  miller  at 
Grindlebum,  and  wi^  his  very  knave  too,  about 
io^town  and  out-town  multures-^lock,  gowpeii» 
and  knaveship,  and  a^  the  lave  o\ ;  and  now  nae- 
thmg  less  will  serve  you  than  to  bring  in  ibm 
very  same  fashery  on  a  wheen  puir  bodies^  that 
big  ilk  ane  a  mill  for  themselves,  sic  as  it  is.* 
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^  Duma  tdl  me  of  gowpen  and  knareship  T 

adnmed  the  indignant  agriculturist;    ^  beU 

to  pay  the  iialf  the  grist  to  the  miller,  to  have 

the  rest  grund  in  a  Christian  manner,  than  put 

good  gnun  into  a  baim^s  whirligig.     Look  at  it 

ftramomeiitt  Baby — ^Bide  still,  ye  cursed  imp  f* 

Tlis  inteijeetion  was  applied  to  his  poney,  which 

b^n  to  be  extremely  impatient,  while  its  rider 

tBtermpced  bis  journey,  to  pcnnt  out  all  the  weak 

pomto  of  the  Zetland  mill — *<  look  at  it,  I  say — 

lA  jost  one  degree  better  than  a  hand-quenii*^ 

it  has  neither  wheel  nor  trindle^^neither  oog  nor 

happcr    Bide  still,  there^s  a  canny  beast — it  can* 

■a  grind  a  bickerfu^  of  meal  in  a  quarter  of  an 

hour,  and  that  will  be  mair  like  a  mash  for  horse 

than  a  meltith  for  man^s  use — Wherefore — Bide 

ftill,I  say— wherefore— wherefore— The  deiFs  in 

Ae  beast,  and  nae  good,  I  think  T— 

As  he  uttered  the  last  words,  the  sheltie,  which 
had  pranced  and  curvetted  for  some  time  with 
Bnch  impatience,  at  length  got  its  head  betwixt 
ks  legs,  and  at  <mce  canted  its  rider  into  the  little 
rivulet,  which  served  to  drive  the  depreciated 
ei^Be  be  was  surveying ;  then  emancipating  it* 
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self  from  the  folds  of  the  cloak ^  fled  back  towards 
its  own  wilderness,  neighing  in  scorn,  and  fling- 
ing out  its  heels  at  every  five  yards* 

Laughing  heartily  at  his  disaster,  Mordaunt 
helped  the  old  man  to  arise;  while  his  sister 
sarcastically  congratulated  him  on  having  faUeii 
rather  into  the  shallows  of  a  Zetland  rivulet  tfaon 
the  depths  of  a  Scottish  mill-pond.  Disdaining 
to  reply  to  this  sarcasm,  Triptolemus,  so  soon  as 
he  had  recovered  his  legs,  shaken  his  ears,  and 
found  that  the  folds  of  his  cloak  had  saved  him 
from  being  much  wet  in  the  scanty  streamlet,  ex- 
claimed aloud,  '*  I  will  have  cussers  from  Lan- 
arkshire—brood mares  from  Ayrshire— I  will  not 
have  one  of  these  cursed  abortions  left  on  the 
islands,  to  break  honest  folks^  necks— -I  say,  Ba^ 
by,  I  will  rid  the  land  of  them.^ 

^*  Ye  had  better  wring  your  un  doak,  Tripto- 
lemus,^^ answered  Baby. 

Mordaunt  meanwhile  was  employed  in  catch* 
ing  another  poney,  from  a  herd  which  strayed  at 
some  distance ;  and,  having  made  a  halter  out  of 
twisted  rushes,  he  seated  the  dismayed  agricul- 
turist in  safety  upon  a  more  quiet,  though  lefs 

IS 


THK  PIAATX.  5H7 

actm  pooey,  than  that  which  he  had  at  first  be- 


But  Mr  Yellmrley^s  fall  had  operated  as  a  oon- 
aUkiaUe  sedate  upon  his  qpirits,  and,  for  the 
bJk  Mpace  ci  five  miles^  travd,  he  said  scarce  a 
void,  leavh^  fuU  course  to  the  melancholy  aqpi- 
lations  and  lamentations  which  his  sister  Baby 
bellowed  on  the  old  bridle,  which  the  poney  had 
canied  off  in  its  flight,  and  which,  she  observed, 
after  having  lasted  for  eighteen  years  come  Mar- 
tiBiDss,  might  be  now  considered  as  a  cast-a-way 
tUng.  Finding  she  had  thus  the  field  to  hersdf^ 
the  old  lady  launched  forth  into  a  lecture  upon 
economy,  according  to  her  own  idea  of  that  vir- 
tue^ whidi  seemed  to  include  a  system  of  priva- 
tions, which,  though  observed  with  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  saving  money,  might,  if  undertaken  upon 
odier  principles,  have  ranked  high  in  the  history 
of  a  religious  ascetic 

She  was  but  little  iuterrupted  by  Mordaunt, 
who,  conscious  he  was  now  on  the  eve  of  iqp- 
P'Oidung  Burgh  Westra,  employed  himself  ra- 
^  m  the  task  of  anudpating  the  nature  of 
^  reception  he  was  about  to  meet  with  there 
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from  two  beautiful  young  women^  than  with  the 
prosing  of  an  old  one,  however  wisely  she  mi^il 
prove  that  smalLbeer  was  more  wholesome  than 
strong  ale ;  and  that  if  her  brother  had  bruited 
his  ankle-bone  in  hb  tumble,  cumfrey  and  butM 
was  better  to  bring  him  round  again,  than  all  tke 
doctor'^s  drugs  in  the  world. 

But  now  the  dreary  moorlands,  ovor  wUdi 
their  path  had  hitherto  lain,  were  exchanged  for 
a  more  pleasant  prospect,  opening  on  a  salt-ws» 
ter  lake,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  which  ran  up  fir 
inland,  and  was  surrounded  by  flat  and  fertile 
ground,  producing  crops  better  than  the  ezpe> 
rienced  eye  of  Triptolemus  Yellowley  bad  as 
yet  witnessed  in  Zetland.  In  the  midst  of  this 
Goshen  stood  the  manaon  of  Burgh^Westra* 
screened  from  the  north  and  east  by  a  ridge  of 
heathy  hills  which  lay  behind  it,  and  oommandiog 
an  interesting  prospect  of  the  lake  and  its  parent 
ocean,  as  wdl  as  the  islands,  and  more  distant 
mountains.  From  the  man«on  itself,  as  well  at 
from  almost  every  cottage  in  the  adjacent  ham* 
let,  arose  sudi  a  rich  cloud  of  vapoury  smoke,  at 
shewed^  that  the  preparations  for  the  fattind 
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wore  not  confined  to  the  prindpal  residence  of 
Magnus  himself,  but  extended  through  the  whole 
vidoage. 

*^  My  eertie,*  said  Mistress  Baby  Yellowley, 
'^tne  wad  think  the  haill  town  was  on  fire !  The 
fcry  hill-fiide  smells  of  their  wastefulness,  and  a 
hu^ry  heart  wad  searoe  seek  better  kitchen  to  a 
barley  scone,  than  just  to  waft  it  in  the  reek  thafs 
tiaiig  out  of  yon  lums.^ 


CHAPTEM  XII. 


If  the  smell  wfaidi  wis  wafted  fiom  the  dum- 
Dies  of  Burgb-Westrm  up  to  the  barren  hiOs  Iij 
wliidi  the  manaioii  was  surrounded,  oould,  as 
Mistrett  Barbara  opined,  have  refreshed  the  hun- 
gry, the  noise  which  jHrooeeded  from  thenoe  might 
have  given  hearing  to  the  deaf.  It  was  a  med* 
ley  of  all  sounds,  and  all  connected  with  jolHly 
and  kind  welcome.  Nor  were  the  sights  connect- 
ed with  them  less  animating. 

Troops  of  friends  were  seen  in  the  act  of  arri- 
vingu-their  dispersed  ponies  flying  to  the  nnxxs 
in  every  direcU<Hi,  to  recover  th^  own  pastures 
in  the  best  way  they  could ;— such,  as  we  have  aU 
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Teidjr  said,  being  the  usual  mode  of  discharging 
the  cavalry  which  had  been  levied  for  a  daj^s  ser- 
vice.   At  a  small  but  commodious  harbour,  con- 
nected %ith  the  house  and  hamlet,  those  viators 
were  landing  from  their  boats,  who,  hving  in 
distant  blands,  and  along  the  coast,  had  prefer- 
red makii^  their  journey  by  sea.     Pausing  tre* 
qnently  to  greet  each  other,  Mordaunt  and  hi^ 
compmioiis  might  see  eadi  party  strolling  on  suc- 
caifdj  to  the  house,  whose  ever  open  gate  re- 
eeircd  them  alternately  in  such  numbers,  that  it 
•soiled  the  extent  of  the  mansion,  though  suited 
to  the  opulence  and  hospitality  of  the  owner,  wt» 
scate,  on  this  occasion,  sufficient  for  the  guests. 
Amongst  the  confused  sounds  •of  mirth  and 
vdcome  which  arose  at  the  entrance  of  each  new 
conptny,  Mordaunt  thought  he  could  distin- 
gtiiih  the  loud  laugh  and  hearty  salutation  of  the 
itt  of  the  mansion,  and  b^an  to  feel  more  deep- 
ly thin  before,  the  anxious  doubt,  whether  that 
ttrdial  reception,  which  was  distributed  so  free- 
ly to  all  others,  would  be  on  this  oocaaon  ex- 
^oded  to  hint.    As  they  came  on,  they  heard 
^  voluntary  scrapings  and  bravura  effusions 
tf  the  gallant  fiddlers,  who  impatiently  flung 
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already  from  their  bows  thoee  sounds  with  which 
they  were  to  animate  the  evening.  The  darooiir 
of  the  cook'^s  assistants,  and  the  loud  scolding 
tones  of  the  cook  himself,  were  also  to  be  heard 
-—sounds  of  dissonance  at  any  other  time,  but 
which,  subdued  with  others,  and  by  certun  hap- 
py associations,  form  no  disagreeable  part  of  the 
full  chorus  which  always  precedes  a  rural  feasL 
Meanwhile,  the  guests  advanced,  full  each  of 
their  own  thoughts.  Mordaunt^s  we  have  alrea- 
dy noticed.  Baby  was  wrapt  up  in  the  ikiekn* 
choly  grief  and  surprise  excited  by  the  ponlivc 
conviction,  that  so  much  victuals  had  been  oook* 
ed  at  once  as  were  necessary  to  feed  all  the  moutht 
which  were  clamouring  around  her^-^an  eoormi* 
ty  of  expence,  which,  though  she  was  no  way  ooii* 
cemed  in  bearing  it,  affected  her  nerves^  as  th# 
beholding  a  massacre  would  touch  those  of  the 
most  indifferent  spectator,  however  well  assured 
of  his  own  personal  safety.  She  sickened,  in  shorty 
at  the  sight  of  so  much  extravagance,  like  Aby»- 
sinian  Bruce,  when  he  saw  the  luckless  minstrdi 
of  Gondar  hacked  to  pieces  by  the  order  of  Has 
Michael.  As  for  her  brother,  they  being  now  «f* 

13 
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riFed  wfaone  ilie  rude  and  antique  inatrumenta  of 

Zpfland  agricultoie  lay  scaUered  in  the  usual 

eonfasian  of  a  Soottiah  barn-yard,  his  tboughta 

vere  at  oooe  engroiied  in  the  deficiencies  of  the 

ana  stilted  plou^b— of  the  twUcary  with  which 

diay  dig  peats*— of  the  sledges,  on  which  they 

tnmportconunodities— of  all  and  everything,  in 

diort,  in  whidi  the  usages  of  the  islands  differed 

firaia  that  of  the  main  land  of  Scotland.  Thesight 

of  these  imperfect  instruments  stirred  the  Uood  of 

Ti^ptolenras  TeUowleyy  as  that  of  the  bold  war- 

lior  rises  at  seeing  the  arms  and  insignia  of  the 

^naaj  with  whom  he  is  about  to  combat;  and, 

^atlifiil  to  his  hi^  emprize,  he  thought  less  of 

the  huiger  whidi  his  journey  had  oocasoned,  al- 

^kxigfa  idxiut  to  be  satisfied  by  such  a  dinner  as 

ivdy  fell  to  his  lot,  than  upon  the  task  which 

he  had  undertaken,  of  civilizing  the  manners,  and 

'iifroving  the  cultivation,  of  Zetland. 

^Jada  at  aka^  he  muttered  to  himself, 
**  due  veiy  day  shall  prove  wh^er  the  Zetland- 
^  sie  worthy  of  our  labours,  or  whether  their 
'^^  are  wt  incapable  of  cultivation  9a  tbor 

YOi.L  s 
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peat-moeaes.  Tet  let  us  be  cautious,  and  watdi 
the  soft  time  of  speech.  I  fed,  by  my  own  ez* 
perienoe,  that  it  were  best  to  let  the  body,  in  hs 
present  state,  take  the  place  of  the  mind«  A 
mouthful  of  that  same  roast  beef,  which  smells 
80  delicately,  will  fcnm  an  apt  introduction  to  my 
grand  plan  for  improving  the  breed  of  stock.^ 

By  this  time  the  viators  had  reached  the  low 
but  ample  firont  of  Magnus  Trmfs  residence, 
wUch  seemed  of  various  dates,  with  large  and  ill- 
contrived  additions,  hastily  adapted  to  the  original 
building,  as  the  increasing  estate,  or  enlarged  fa- 
mily, of  succesfflve  proprietors,  appeared  to  eadi 
to  demand.  Beneath  a  low,  broad,  and  large  porch, 
supported  by  two  huge  carved  posts,  once  the  head- 
ornaments  of  vessels  whidi  had  found  shipwredc 
upon  the  coast,  stood  Magnus  himself,  intent  on 
the  hospitable  toil  of  receiving  and  welcoming  the 
numerous  guests  who  succesrivdy  approached. 
His  strong  portly  figure  was  well  adapted  to  the 
dress  which  he  wore— a  blue  coat  of  an  antique 
cut,  lined  with  scarlet,  and  laced  and  looped  with 
gold  down  the  seams  and  button-holes,  and  along 
the  ample  cuffs.   Strong  and  masculine  features. 
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vettdtfed  niddj  and  brown  by  frequent  exposure 
to  levere  weather— a  quandtj  of  most  venerable 
ailTer  hnr,  which  fell  in  unshorn  profusion  from 
under  his  gold-laced  hat^  and  was  carelessly  tied 
with  a  ribband  behind^  expressed  at  once  his  ad^ 
vanoed  age^  his  hasty,  yet  well-^xmditioned  tern* 
per,  and  his  robust  constitution.    As  our  travel* 
Wnappioached  him,  a  shade  of  displeasure  seem- 
ed to  cross  his  brow,  and  to  interrupt  fcnr  an  in- 
stsnt  the  honest  and  hearty  burst  of  hilarity  with 
whidi  he  had  been  in  the  act  of  greeting  all  prior 
anmls.  When  he  approached  Triptolemus  Yel- 
iowley,  he  drew  himself  up,  so  as  to  mix,  as  it 
^*ere,  some  share  of  the  stately  importance  of  the 
opulent  Udaller  with  the  welcome  afforded  by 
tbe  frank  and  hospitable  landlord* 

^  You  are  welcome,  Mr  Yellowley,^  was  his 
sddress  to  the  factor;  '^you  are  welcome  to 
Westm— the  wind  has  blown  you  on  a  rough 
coitt,  and  we  that  are  the  natives  must  be  kind 
'toyou  as  we  can.  This,  I  believe,  is  your  nstejr 
— Mistress  Barbara  Yellowley,  permit  me  the 
Iwour  of  a  ndghbourly  salute.*— And  so  say- 
ing, with  a  daring  and  sdf-devoted  courtesy, 
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wUch  would  iod  no  cqad  m  oar 
imy%,  he  actmllj  ircntuivd  Id  aobUe  tbe  witlMnd 
cheek  of  the  sfimaO^m,  who  idasDcd  ao  lavA  of 
her  oBod  peerishiiew  of  cxpreviao,  estonoeifo 
die  courtesy  widi  tnmfthiBg  which  jppcoachad 
to  a  anile.  He  then  looked  full  at  Mocdflnnl 
Mertoony  and,  without  QBenog  his  hand,  nk|f 
in  a  tone  somewhat  hroken  bj  supprened  agita- 
tioOy  ^  Too  too  are  wdoome.  Master  Mordaimt^ 

^  Did  I  not  think  so,*  sud  Mofdaunt,  nato- 
raUy  offended  by  the  coldness  of  his  hosfs  man 
ner^  ^'  I  had  not  been  here— and  it  is  not  jet  too 
late  to  turn  back."" 

«  Young  man,"*  replied  Magnus,  '^  you  know 
better  than  most,  that  from  these  doors  no  man 
can  turn,  without  an  offence  to  their  owner.  I 
pray  you,  disturb  not  my  guests  by  your  ill-timed 
scruples.  When  Magnus  Troil  says  welcome,  all 
are  wekqme  who  are  within  hearing  of  his  voice, 
and  it  is  an  indifferoit  loud  one.—- Walk  on,  my 
worthy  guests,  and  let  us  see  what  cheer  my  lasses 
can  make  you  within  doors.* 

So  saying,  and  taking  care  to  make  his  man- 
ner so  general  to  the  whole  party,  that  Mordaunt 
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ihoald  mot  be  able  to  appropriate  any  particular 
patioB  of  the  wekome  to  lumself,  nor  yet  to  oom. 
flan  of  bemg  cxduded  from  all  share  in  it^  the 
UdaDcr  mhcved  the  gueata  into  his  house,  where 
tso  large  outer  rooma,  which,  on  the  present  oc- 
caMB,  aerred  the  puipose  of  a  modem  saloon, 
wne  aheady  crowded  with  guests  of  every  de- 


The  furniture  was  sufficiently  ample,  and  had 

afhsiariwprcnliartotheatuaricHi  of  these  stormy 

idmds.  Magnns  Trail  was,  indeed,  like  most  of 

die  Ugher  daas  of  Zetland  proprietors,  a  friend 

to  Ae  dEstressed  traveller,  whether  by  sea  or  land, 

asd  had  repeatedly  exerted  his  whcie  authcvity 

in  protecting  the  property  and  persons  of  ship. 

vittked  mariners ;  yet  so  frequent  were  wrecks 

iipoi  that  tremendous  coast,  and  so  many  unap- 

popiiated  articles  were  constantly  flung  ashore, 

^  the  interior  of  the  house  bore  sufficient  wit- 

^^  to  the  ravages  of  the  ocean,  and  to  the  ex- 

^*oat  of  those  rights  which  the  lawyers  term 

fkiiome  and  Jeitome.     The  chairs,  which  were 

^iiviged  around  the  walls,  were  such  as  are  used 

• 

^  cafaiogy  and  many  of  them  were  of  foreign  con- 
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struction ;  the  mirrors  and  cabinets,  which  were' 
placed  against  the  walls  for  ornament  or  ccmve^; 
nience,  had,  it  was  plain  from  their  form,  been 
constructed  for  ship-board,  and  one  cnr  two  of  the' 
latter  were  of  strange  and  unknown  wood.  Even 
the  partition  which  separated  the  two  apartmenta,  - 
seemed  constructed  out  of  the  bulk-heads  of  some' 
large  vessel,  dumnly  adapted  to  the  service  wUdi : 
it  at  present  performed,  by  the  labour  of  some  na- 
tive joiner.  To  a  stranger,  these  evident  marks  and 
tokens  of  human  misery  might,  at  the  first  glance, 
form  a  contrast  with  the  scene  of  mirth  with  which; 
they  were  now  associated ;  but  to  the  natives,  the 
association  was  so  familiar,  that  it  did  not  for  m 
moment  interrupt  the  course  of  their  glee. 

To  the  younger  part  of  these  revellers  the  pre« 
sence  of  Mordaunt  was  like  a  fresh  charm  of  en» 
joyment  All  came  around  him  to  marvel  at  his 
absence,  and  all,  by  their  repeated  inquiries,  plain- 
ly shewed  that  they  conceived  it  had  been  entirdy 
voluntary  on  his  side.  The  youth  felt  that  this 
general  acceptation  relieved  his  anxiety  on  one 
painful  point.  Whatever  prejudice  the  family  of 
Burgh  Westra  might  have  adopted  respecting 
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fainiy  it  must  be  of  a  private  nature ;  and  at  least 
he  had  not  the  additional  pain  of  finding  that  he 
was  depreciated  in  .the  eyes  of  society,  at  huge ; 
and  lus  vindication,  when  he  found  oppartxaitj 
to  make  one,  would  not  require  to  be  extended 
beyond  the  circle  of  a  ungle  ficunily.     This  was 
consoling ;  though  his  heart  still  throbbed  with 
anxiety  at  the  thought  of  meeting  with  his  estran- 
ged, bat  sbll  beloved  friends.  Laying  the  excuse 
of  Us  absence  on  his  father^s  state  of  health, 
he  made  his  way  through  the  various  groupes 
offirieDds  and  guests,  each  of  whom  seemed  will- 
ing  to  detain  him  as  long  as  possible,  and  having 
got  lid  of  his  travelling  companions,  who  at  first 
stuck  fast  as  burs,  by  presenting  them  to  one  or 
two  fiunilies  of  consequence,  he  reached  at  length 
tbe  door  of  a  small  apartment,  which,  opening 
fitm  one  of  the  large  exterior  rooms  we  have 
nientioned,  Minna  and  Brenda  had  be^i  pemnt* 
ted  to  fit  up  after  th^  own  taste,  and  to  call  thdr 
peculiar  property. 

Mordaunt  had  contributed  no  small  share  of 
the  invention  and  mechanical  executimi  employ- 
cd  m  fitting  up  this  favourite  apartment,  and  in 
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its  oniaineDts.  It  wa%  indeed,  duriag 
his  last  reflidence  at  Burgfa  Westra,  as  firee  to  Us 
entrance  and  occupatioD,  as  to  its  propor  nus- 
tresses.  But  now,  so  much  were  times  aitexed, 
that  he  remained  with  his  finger  on  the  latch,  un- 
certain whether  he  should  take  the  freedom  to 
draw  it,  until  Brenda'*s  voice  proDounocd  the 
words  <<  Come  in  tbeny^  in  the  tone  of  one  who  is 
interrupted  by  an  unwelcome  disturber,  who  is  Id 
be  heard  and  dispatched  with  all  the  q>eed  pot- 
nble. 

At  this  signal,  Mertoun  entered  the  fimciftil 
cabinet  of  the  usters,  which,  by  the  addidcm 
of  many  ornaments,  including  some  articles  of 
considerable  value,  had  been  fitted  up  for  the  ap- 
proaching festival.  The  daughters  of  Magnus^ 
at  the  moment  of  Mordaunfs  entrance,  were  seat- 
ed in  deep  consultation  with  the  stranger  Cleve- 
land, and  with  a  little  slight-made  old  man,  whose 
eye  retained  all  the  vivacity  of  spirit,  wluch  had 
supported  him  under  the  thousand  vicissitudes  of 
a  changeful  and  precarious  life,  and  which,  aooom- 
panying  him  in  his  old  age,  rendered  his  grey 
hairs  less  awfully  reverend  perhi^,  but  not  less 
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beioredy  than  would  a  more  grave  and  leai  i  magi- 
■atiTe  ezpresuoQ  of  countenance  and  character. 
There  was  even  a  penetrating  shrewdness  mingled 
iiitlielooSc  of  curion^,  with  which^  as  he  stepped 
fir  an  instant  aside,  he  seemed  to  watch  the  meet- 
iag  of  Mordaunt  with  the  two  lovely  nsters. 

The  reception  the  youth  met  with  resembled,  in 
gaKral  character,  that  which  he  had  experienced 
&om  llagnudiimself ;  but  the  maidens  could  not 
loirril  cover  thor  sense  of  the  change  of  circum- 
lUiioes  under  which  they  met.  Both  blushed,  as 
naiig,  and  without  extending  the  hand,  far  less  of- 
fering the  cheek,  as  the  fashion  of  the  times  per- 
Buttcd,and  almost  exacted,  they  paid  to  Mordaunt 
die  alatation  due  to  an  ordinary  acquaintance. 
ButtbeUnah  of  the  elder  was  one  of  those  tran- 
i>ait  eridenoes  of  flitting  emotion,  that  vanish  as 
^  as  the  passing  thought  which  excites  them, 
la  an  instant  she  stood  befcnre  Mordaunt  calm 
vd  cold,  returning,  with  guarded  and  cautious 
^oaitesy,  the  usual  civilities^  which,  with  a  faul- 
^>ring  Yoice,  Mordaunt  endeavoured  to  present  to 
^-  The  emotion  of  Brenda  bore,  externally  at 
'^  a  deeper  and  more  agitating  character.  Her 
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bhish  extended  over  eTery  part  of  her  beautiful 
skin  which  her  dress  permitted  to  be  viuble,  iu- 
cluding  her  slender  neck,  and  the  upper  region  of 
a  finely  formed  bosom.  Neither  did  she  even  at- 
tempt to  reply  to  what  share  of  his  confused  com- 
pliment Mordaunt  addressed  to  her  in  particular, 
but  regarded  him  with  eyes,  in  which  diqpleaaure 
was  evidently  mingled  with  feelings  of  regret,  and 
reoollecdons  of  forma  times.  Mordaunt  felt,  as 
it  were,  assured  upon  the  instant,  that  the  regard 
of  Minna  was  extinguished,  but  that  it  might  be 
yet  possible  to  recover  that  of  the  milder  Brenda  ; 
and  such  is  the  waywardness  of  human  fancy, 
that  though  he  had  never  hitherto  made  any  dis- 
tinct difierence  betwixt  these  two  beautiful  and 
interesting  girls,  the  favour  of  her,  which  seemed 
most  absolutely  withdrawn,  became  at  the  mo- 
ment the  most  interesting  in  his  eyes. 

He  was  disturbed  in  these  hasty  reflections  by 
Cleveland,  who  advanced,  with  nulitary  finank* 
ness,  to  pay  his  compliments  to  his  preserver, 
having  only  delayed  long  enough  to  permit  tlie 
exchange  of  the  ordinary  salutation  betwixt  tlie 
viator  and  the  ladies  of  the  fanuly.    He  maii^ 
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his  wppmadi  with  to  good  a  grace,  that  it  was 
laposable  for  Mordaunt,  although  he  dated  the 
loBB  of  farour  at  Burgh  Westra  from  this  stran* 
gar's  qipearance  on  the  coast,  and  domestication 
IB  die  family,  to  do  less  than  return  his  advances 
as  oomrtesy  demanded,  accept  his  thanks  with  an 
tqppeanmoe  of  satisfaction,  and  hope  that  his  time 
had  past  pleasantly  junce  their  last  meeting. 

Clevdand  was  about  to  answer,  when  he  was 
sBtidpated  by  the  httle  old  man,  formerly  noti* 
ced,  who  now,  thrusting  himself  forward,  and 
Kiaog  Mordaunf  s  hand,  kissed  him  on  the  fore- 
beid;  and  then  at  the  same  time  echoed  and 
suirered  his  quesdon— '^  How  passes  time  at 
Bwgh  Westra  ?  Was  it  you  that  asked  it,  my 
prince  of  the  cliff  and  of  the  scaur  ?  How  should 
it  pass,  but  with  all  the  wings  that  beauty  and 
joy  can  add  to  help  its  flight  T 

**  And  wit  and  song,  too,  my  good  old  finend,^ 
*nd  Mindaunt,  half-serious,  half-jesting,  as  he 
iIkxJc  the  old  man  cordially  by  the  hand.— - 
^  These  cannot  be  wanting,  where  Claud  Halcro 
oooesr* 
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*^  Jeer  me  not,  Mordaunt,  my  good  lad^^  xe- 
plied  the  old  man ;  ^^  When  your  foot  ia  as  tknr 
as  mine,  your  ivit  frozen,  and  your  song  oat  of 
tune ^ 

*^  How  can  you  belie  yourself,  my  good  mas- 
ter ?^  answered  Mordaunt,  who  was  not  unwilliiig 
to  avail  himself  of  his  old  firiend^s  peculiarities  to 
introduce  something  like  conversation,  break  tfa« 
awkwardness  of  this  ungular  meeting,  and  gaio 
time  for  observation,  ere  requiring  an  explanadoa 
of  the  change  of  conduct  which  the  family  seem- 
ed to  have  adopted  towards  him.  ^^  Say  not  so^** 
he  continued.  ^*  Time,  my  old  friend^  lays  his 
hand  lightly  on  the  bard.  Have  I  not  heard 
you  say,  the  poet  partakes  the  immortality  of 
the  song?  and  surely  the  great  English  poet, 
you  used  to  tell  us  of,  was  elder  than  yourself 
when  he  pulled  the  bow-oar  among  all  the  wits 
of  London.^ 

This  alluded  to  a  story  which  was,  as  the 
French  term  it,  Halcro's  chevai  de  haUaiUe^  and 
any  allusion  to  which  was  certain  at  once  to  place 
him  in  the  saddle,  and  to  push  his  hobbyJiorse 
into  full  careen 


THK  FIBATE.  t85 

His  kugfaiDg  eye  kindled  with  a  aort  ot  en- 

dmaasiii,  which  the  ordinary  folks  of  this  world 

mif^  hawe  called  crazed,  while  he  dashed  into 

the  subject  which  he  best  loved  to  talk  upon. 

**  Alas,  alas  !  my  dear  Mordaunt  Mertoun-— sil- 

fcr  is  silver,  and  waxes  not  dim  by  use— and 

pewter  is  pewter,  and  grows  the  longer  the  dull* 

er.    It  is  not  for  poor  Claud  Halcro  to  name 

Umself  in  the  same  twelvemonth  with  the  im« 

mortal  John  Dryden.   True  it  is,  as  I  may  have 

told  yon  before,  that  I  have  seen  that  great  man. 

Day  I  have  been  in  the  Wits^  Coffee-house,  as  it 

was  then  called,  and  had  once  a  pinch  out  of  his 

own  very  snuff-box.     I  must  have  told  you  all 

how  it  happened^  but  here  is  Captain  Cleveland 

wiio  never  beard  it— I  lodged,  you  must  know, 

B  Bosad-atreet.    I  questi^m  not  but  you  know 

Hossd-atieet,  Covent-Garden,  Captain  Cleve- 

Jandr 

^  I  should  know  its  latitude  pretty  well,  Mr 
Halcro,^  said  the  Captain,  smiling ;  ^^  but  I  be- 
lieve you  mentioned  the  circumstance  yesterday, 
and  besides  we  have  the  day^s  duty  in  hand— you 
Buat  play  us  this  song  which  we  are  to  study  .^ 
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<<  It  will  not  lerve  the  turn  now,^  said  Halcro, 
<<  we  must  think  of  something  that  will  take  in 
our  dear  Mordaunt,  the  first  voice  in  the  island^ 
whether  for  a  part  or  solo.  I  will  never  be  he 
will  touch  a  string  to  you,  unless  Mordaunt  Mo*- 
toun  is  to  help  us  out-— What  say  you,  my  fair- 
est Night  ?— what  think  you,  my  sweet  Dawn  of 
Day  ?^  he  added,  addressing  the  young  wamcBy 
upon  whom,  as  we  have  said  elsewhere,  he  bad 
long  before  bestowed  these  all^orical  names. 

^*  Mr  Mordaunt  Mertoun,^  said  Minna, ''  has 
come  too  late  to  be  of  our  band  on  this  occaoon 
—it  is  our  misfortune,  but  it  cannot  be  helped.* 

"  How  ?  what  ?*•  sud  Halcro,  hastily—**  too 
late-— and  you  have  practised  together  all  your 
lives— take  my  word,  my  bonny  lasses,  that  old 
tunes  are  sweetest,  and  old  friends  surest.  Mr 
Cleveland  has  a  fine  bass,  that  must  be  allowed; 
but  I  would  have  you  trust  for  the  first  effect  to 
one  of  the  twenty  fine  airs  you  can  sing  where 
Mordaunt^s  tenor  joins  so  well  with  your  own 
witchery — here  is  my  lovely  Day  approves  of  the 
change  in  her  heart.** 

You  were  never  in  your  life  more  mistaken, 

s 
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fitfher  Halcroy^  said  Brenda,  her  cheeks  again 
reddening,  more  with  displeasure,  it  seemed,  than 
with  shame. 

^  Nay,  but  how  is  this  P^  sidd  the  old  man, 

pannig,  andlooking  at  them  alternately.  <^  What 

have  we  got  here  ?— a  cloudy  night  and  a  red 

Boming  ? — that  betokens  rough  weather — What 

BKans  all  this,  young  women  ? — ^whare  lies  the 

offenoe  ?— In  me,  I  fear ;  for  the  blame  is  always 

laid  upon  the  oldest  when  young  folks  like  you 

go  by  the  ears.^ 

^  The  blame  is  not  with  you,  father  Halcro,^ 
aud  Minna,  rinng,  and  taking  her  sister  by  the 
mn,  ^*  if  indeed  there  be  blame  any  where.^ 

^  I  should  fear  then,  Minna,^  said  Mordaunt, 
cndearouring  to  soften  his  tone  into  one  of  in- 
different pleasantry,  ^^  that  the  new  comer  has 
brought  the  offence  along  with  him.*" 

^  When  no  offence  is  taken,^  replied  Minna, 
with  her  usual  gravity,  **  it  matters  not  by  whom 
ndi  may  have  been  offered.^ 

^  Is  it  posnble,  Minna  !^  exclaimed  Mordaunt, 
^'snd  is  it  you  who  speak  thus  to  me  ?-— And  you 
too,  Brenda,  can  you  too  judge  so  hardly  ci  me. 
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yet  without  permitting  me  one  moment  of  honeil 
and  frank  explanaticm  r^ 

**  Those  who  should  know  best^^  answcrad 
Brenda,  in  a  low  but  decisve  tone  of  yoice^  *'  hsve 
told  us  their  pleasure,  and  it  must  be  done.  Sit 
ter,  I  think  we  have  staid  too  long  here,  and  will 
be  wanted  elsewhere— Mr  Mertoun  will  excoM 
us  on  so  busy  a  day.^ 

The  sisters  linked  their  arms  together.  Hakni 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  st<^  them,  making,  at  die 
same  time,  a  theatrical  gesture,  and  exclaiming, 

"  "Sow,  Day  and  Nighty  but  this  is  wondrous  strangs  T 

Then  turned  to  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  addedf 
— ^^  The  girls  are  possessed  with  the  spmi  of 
mutability,  shewing,  as  our  master  Spensor  wdl 
saith,  that 

'  Among  all  living  creatures,  more  or  lesse. 
Change  stUl  doth  reign,  and  keep  the  greater  sway.' 

Captain  Cleveland,"^  he  continued,  <<  know  you 
any  thing  that  has  happened  to  put  these  two  jii^ 
venile  graces  out  of  tune  ?" 

^^  He  will  lose  his  reckoning,^  answered  Cleve- 
land, <<  that  spends  time  in  inquiring  why  the 

s 
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wind  diifts  a  point,  or  why  a  woman  changes  her 
mind.  Were  I  Mr  Mordaunt,  I  would  not  ask 
the  proud  wenches  another  question  on  such  a 
nlgect^ 

^  It  is  a  friendly  advice,  Captain  Cleveland,^ 
Rplied  Mordaunt,  <<  and  I  will  not  hold  it  the 
kss  so  that  it  has  been  given  unasked.  Allow 
me  to  inquire  if  you  are  yourself  as  indifferent  to 
the  opinion  of  your  female  friends  as  it  seems  you 
would  have  me  to  be  ?^ 

**  Who,  I  Y^  said  the  Captain,  with  an  air  of 
frank  indifference.  **  I  never  thought  twice  upon 
mch  a  subject  I  never  saw  a  woman  worth  think- 
ing twice  about  after  the  anchor  was  a-peak — 
OQ  shore  it  is  another  thing ;  and  I  will  laugh, 
&ng,  dance,  and  love,  if  they  like  it,  with  twenty 
pris,  were  they  but  half  so  pretty  as  those  who 
knre  left  us,  and  make  them  heartily  welcome  to 
cbange  th^  course  in  the  sound  of  a  boatswain'^s 
vlustle.  It  will  be  odds  but  I  wear  as  fast  as 
Aey  can.'* 

A  patient  is  seldom  pleased  with  that  sort  of 
c^nuolatioii  which  is  founded  on  holding  light  the 

▼OL.  I.  T 


SgO  THE  PlftATK. 

malady  of  which  he  complains ;  and  Mordmimt 
felt  disposed  to  be  offended  with  Captain  Cleve- 
land, both  for  taking  notice  of  his  embarrass- 
ment, and  intruding  upon  him  his  own  opimoo  ; 
and  he  replied,  therefore,  somewhat  sharpljy 
*^  that  Captiun  Cleveland's  sentiments  were  only 
suited  to  such  as  had  the  art  to  become  univenal 
favourites  wherever  chance  happened  to  throw 
them,  and  who  could  not  lose  in  one  place  xoote 
than  their  merit  was  sure  to  gain  for  them  in 
another." 

This  was  spoken  ironically ;  but  there  was*  to 
confess  the  truth,  a  superior  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  a  consciousness  of  external  merit  at 
least  about  the  man,  which  rendered  his  mter- 
ference  doubly  disagreeable.  As  Sir  Lucius 
O^Trigger  says,  there  was  an  air  of  success  about 
Captidn  Cleveland  which  was  mighty  provokingi 
Young,  handsome,  and  well  assured,  his  air  of 
nautical  bluntness  sate  naturally  and  easily  upon 
him,  and  was  perhaps  particularly  well  fitted  to 
the  simple  manners  of  the  remote  country  in 
which  he  found  himself;  and  where,  even  in  the 
best  families,   a  greater  degree  of  refinement 
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pight  baye  rendered  his  convemtion  rather  le«i 
acceptable.     He  was  contented,  m  the  present 
inrtance,  to  smile  good-humouredlj  at  the  ob- 
vious discontent  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  re- 
plied, **  You  are  angry  with  me,  my  good  fHend, 
Imt  you  cannot  make  me  angry  with  you.    The 
fior  hands  of  all  the  pretty  women  I  ever  saw 
II  my  Die  would  never  have  fished  me  up  out  of 
the  roost  of  Sumburgh.     So  pray  do  not  quar- 
id  with  me ;  for  here  is  Mr  Halcro  witness  that 
I  have  struck  both  jack  and  topsail,  and  should 
yoa  fire  a  broadside  into  me,  cannot  return  a 
ai^afaot^ 

^  Ay,  ay,^  sud  Halcro,  *^  you  must  be  friends 
with  Captain  Cleveland,  Mordaunt.  Never  quar-* 
id  with  your  friend,  becaude  a  woman  is  whim- 
■caL  Why,  man,  if  they  kept  one  humour,  how 
the  devil  could  we  make  so  many  songs  on  them 
•I  we  do  ?  £ven  old  Dryden  himself,  ^orious 
eld  John,  could  have  said  little  about  a  girl  that 
was  always  of  one  mind— -as  well  write  verses 
iqpoQ  a  milLpond.  It  is  your  tides  and  your 
TQOfits,  and  your  currents  and  eddies,  that  come 
and  go,  and  ebb  and  flow,  (by  Heaven  1  I  run 
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into  liiyme  when  I  so  much  as  think  upon  them,) 
that  smile  one  day,  rage  the  next,  flatter  and  de- 
vour, delight  and  ruin  us,  and  to  f<»rth— 4t  is- 
these  that  give  the  real  soul  of  poetry.  Did  you 
never  hear  my  Adieu  to  the  Lass  of  Northmavoi. 
—that  was  poor  Bet  Sdmbister,  whom  I  call 
Mary  for  the  sound^s  sake,  as  I  call  myself  Haoon 
after  my  great  ancestor  Hacon  Goldemund^  or 
Haco  with  the  golden  mouth,  who  came  to  the 
island  with  Harold  Harfager,  and  was  his  chief 
Scald  ?— Well,  but  where  was  I — O  ay — poor  Bet 
Stimbister,  she,  and  partly  some  debt,  was  the 
cause  of  my  leaving  the  isles  of  Hialtland,  (bet- 
ter so  called  than  Shetland,  or  Zetland  even,) 
and  taking  to  the  broad  world.  I  have  had  a 
tramp  of  it  since  that  time — I  have  battled  my 
way  through  the  world.  Captain,  as  a  man  of 
mold  may,  that  has  a  light  head,  a  light  purse^ 
and  a  heart  as  light  as  them  both— -fought  my 
way,  and  paid  my  way— that  is,  either  with  mo- 
ney or  wit— have  seen  kings  changed  and  do- 
posed,  as  you  would  turn  a  tenant  out  of  a  scat- 
hold- knew  all  the  wits  of  the  age,  and  especial- 
ly the  glorious  John  Dryden— what  man  in  the 
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iabnds  can  say  as  much,  barring  lying — ^I  had  a 
pindi  out  of  his  own  8nii£P-box— I  will  tell  you 
how  I  came  by  such  promotion.^ 

^  But  the  song,  Mr  Halcro,^  said  Captain 
Cle?dand. 

**  The  song  T*  answered  Halcro,  sozing  the 
Captain  by  the  button,— for  he  was  too  much 
aocustomed  to  have  his  audience  escape  from  him 
during  recitation,  not  to  put  in  practice  all  the 
ttual  means  of  preyention— ^  The  song  ?  Why 
I  gave  a  copy  of  it,  with  fifteen  others,  to  the 
inniortal  J<Jm.  You  shall  hear  it— you  shall 
lieir  them  all,  if  you  will  but  stand  sUIl  a  mo- 
ttent;  and  you  too,  my  dear  boy,  Mordaunt 
Mertoun,  I  have  scarce  heard  a  word  from  your 
mouth  these  six  months,  and  now  you  are  run- 
lii^  away  Arom  me.*"  So  saying,  he  secured  him 
vith  his  other  hand. 

^  Nay,  now  he  has  got  us  both  in  tow,^  said 
the  seaman  ;  **  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  hear- 
ing him  out,  though  he  spins  as  tough  a  yam  as 
ever  an  old  man-of-war^s-man  twisted  on  the 
watdi  at  midnight^ 

^  Nay,  now  be  rilent,  be  silent,  and  let  one  of 
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US  speak  at  oQce,^  said  the  poet,  imperatiTdy ; 
while  Cleveland  and  Mordaunt,  looking  at  eadi 
other  with  a  ludicrous  expression  of  resignatioh 
to  their  fate,  waited  in  submission  for  the  well- 
known  and  inevitable  tale.  *^  I  will  tell  you  all 
aObout  it,^  continued  Halcra  ^'  I  was  knocked 
about  the  w<Mrld  like  other  young  fellows,  doing 
this,  that,  and  toother  for  a  livelihood ;  for,  thank 
Gk)d,  I  could  turn  my  hand  to  any  thing-— but 
loving  still  the  Muses  as  much  as  if  the  un- 
grateful jades  had  found  me,  Uke  so  many  block- 
heads, in  my  own  coach  and  six.  However, 
I  held  out  till  my  cousin,  old  Laurence  Link^ 

• 

lutter,  died,  and  left  me  the  bit  of  an  iibuid 
yonder ;  although,  by  the  way,  Cultmalindie 
was  as  near  to  him  as  I  was;  but  Lawrence 
loved  wit,  though  he  had  little  of  his  own.  W^, 
he  left  me  the  wee  bit  island— it  is  as  barren  as 
Pamajssus  itself.  What  then—- 1  have  a  penny 
to  spend,  a  penny  to  keep  my  purse,  a  penny  to 
give  to  the  poor — ay,  and  a  bed  and  a  bottle  for 
a  friend,  as  you  shall  know,  boys,  if  you  will  go 
back  with  me  when  this  merriment  is  over.— But 
where  was  I  in  my  story  ?" 
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**  Near  port,  I  hope,^  answered  Cleveland ; 
but  Halcro  was  too  determined  a  narrator  to  be 
iMOTupted  by  the  broadest  hint 

<<  0  ay,^  he  resumed,  with  the  self-satisfied 
air  of  one  who  has  reooyered  the  thread  of  a 
ilniy,  **  I  was  in  my  old  lodgings  in  Russet- 
meet,  with  old  Timothy  Thimblethwaite,  the 
Msrttr  Fariiknier,  then  the  best  known  maA 
aboQt  town.  He  made  for  all  the  wits,  and  for 
tks  dull  boobies  of  fortune  besides,  and  made 
the  eae  pay  for  the  other.  He  never  denied  a 
wit  cvedit  save  in  jest,  or  for  the  sake  of  getting 
t  npaflee ;  and  he  was  in  correspondence  with 
ail  that  was  worth  knpwing  about  town.  He  had 
letters  from  Crowne,  and  Tate,  and  Prior,  and 
Tom  Brown,  and  all  the  famous  fellows  of  the 
tbiie^  with  such  pellets  of  wit,  that  there  was  no 
leading  them  without  laughing  ready  to  die,  and 
dl  ending  with  craving  a  further  term  for  pay- 
Baent.'' 

**  I  should  have  thought  tlie  tailor  would  have 
bmd  that  jest  rather  serious,*"  said  Mordaunt. 

'*  Not  a  bit— not  a  bit — Tim  Thimblethwaite 
(he  was  a  Cumberland-man  by  birth,)"'  replied 


296  THK  PIRATE. 

hb  eulogist,  **  had  the  soul  <^  a  princo  ay»  and 
died  with  the  fortune  of  one ;  for  woe  betide  the 
eustard-gorged  alderman  that  came  under  Timi*» 
goose,  after  he  had  got  one  of  these  letters-— 
egad,  he  was  sure  to  pay  the  kain.  Why,  Thim- 
blethwaite  was  thought  to  be  the  original  of  little 
Tom  Bibber,  in  glorious  John^s  comedy  of  the 
Wild  Gallant ;  and  I  know  that  he  has  tniated^ 
ay,  and  lent  John  money  to  boot  out  of  his  own 
pocket,  at  a  time  when  all  his  fine  court  friend^ 
blew  cold  enough.  He  trusted  me  too,  and  I 
have  been  two  months  on  the  score  at  a  time  for 
my  upper-room.  To  be  sure,  I  was  obliging  in 
his  way — not  that  I  exactly  could  shape  or  sew, 
nor  would  that  have  been  decorous  for  a  gentler 
man  of  good  descent ;  but  I— -eh,  eh — I  drew 
bills — summed  up  the  books^ 

^^  Carried  home  the  clothes  of  the  wits  and 
aldermen,  and  got  lodging  for  your  labour,^  in- 
terrupted Cleveland. 

**  No,  no— damn  it,  no,^  replied  Halcro ;  **  no 
such  thing— you  put  me  out  in  my  story— where 
was  I  ?" 
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^N«7,  the  devil  help  you  to  the  hidtude,^ 
ind  the  Captain,  extricating  his  button  from  the 
giipe  of  the  unmerciful  bard's  finger  and  thumb, 
^  for  I  have  no  time  to  make  an  observation.^ 
So  vjring,  he  bolted  from  the  roc»n. 

^A  ally  ilL-bred  conceited  fool,^  said  Hal- 
cm^  looking  after  him ;  <<  with  as  little  man- 
Mn  as  wit  in  his  empty  coxcomb.     I  wonder 
vkat  Magnus  and  these  silly  wenches  can  see  in 
hhfr-  he  tells  such  damnable  long-winded  stories, 
too,  about  his  adventures  and  sea-fights— every 
inood  word  a  Ue,  I  doubt  not.     Mordaunt,  my 
dttr  boy,  take  example  by  that  man^-that  is, 
tike  warning  by  him — never  tell  long  stories 
ibout  yourself.  You  are  sometimes  given  to  talk 
^  miidi  about  your  own  exploits  on  craigs  and 
dtenies,  and  the  like,  which  only  breaks  conver- 
*>t>0D,  and  prevents  other  folks  from  being  heard. 
Now  I  see  you  are  impatient  to  hear  out  what  I 
vasaaymg — Stop,  where  about  was  I  P'* 

^  I  fear  we  must  put  it  ofi^,  Mr  Holcro,  until 
vter  dinner,^  said  Mordaunt,  who  also  meditated 
™s  escape,  though  desirous  of  efiecting  it  with 
^"^ott  delicacy  towards  his  old  acquaintance  than 


S98  THK  PIKATE. 

Caption  Cleveknd  had  thought  it  necMpiry  la 
use. 

<<  Nay,  my  dear  boy^^  aaid  Haloio^  aeni^  Um^  - 
self  about  to  be  utterly  deserted ;  ^<  da  not  joo .  ( 
leave  me  too— never  take  so  bad  an  example  t«s  . 
to  set  light  by  old  acquaintanee,  Mordauiit.  I  ' 
have  wandered  many  a  weary  step  in  my  day  ;lMil  . 
they  were  always  lightened  when  I  cxmld  g^ 
hold  of  the  arm  of  an  old  friend  like  younelf^ 

So  saying,  he  quitted  die  youdi^  coat,  «iid^  . 
sliding  his  hand  gently  under  his  arm,  gsiappbd  : 
him  more  efibctually,  to  which  Alordaiuit  sqIh  . 
mitted,  a  little  moved  by  the  poet'^a  obiBwatiata 
upon  the  unkindness  of  old  acquaintances^  under 
which  he  himself  was  an  immediate  sufibrer.  But 
when  Halcro  renewed  his  formidaUe  questimi) 
^<  Whereabouts  was  I  ?^^  Mordaunt,  preferring 
his  poetry  to  his  prose,  reminded  him  of  tfaesoag 
which  he  said  he  had  written  upon  his  first  leaU  . 
ving  Zetland,— a  song  to  which,  indeed,  the  m- : 
quirer  was  no  stranger,  but  which,  as  it  most  be . 
new  to  the  reader,  we  shall  here  insert  as  a  Au 
vourable  specim^i  of  the  poetical  powen  of  tfaia 
tuneful  descendant  of  Haco  the  <]k>lde»4Boutiiidt  - 
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fir,  in  the  qiinion  of  many  tcderable  judges^  he 
hdd  a  respectable  rank  among  the  inditen  of  nuu 
drigals  of  the  period,  and  was  as  well  qualified 
to  give  immortality  to  his  Nancies  of  the  hills  or 
dales,  as  many  a  gentle  tonnetteer  of  wit  and  plea- 
nre  about  town«  He  was  something  of  a  musi- 
dm  also,  and  cm  the  present  occasion  srized  upon 
a  sort  of  lute,  and,  quitdng  his  victim,  prepared 
die  instrument  for  an  accompaniment,  speaking 
iD  die  while  that  he  might  lose  no  time. 

^  I  learned  the  lute,**  he  said,  '*  from  the  same 
BID  who  taught  honest  Shadwell — ^plump  Tom, 
u  diej  used  to  call  him— somewhat  roughly 
tRited  by  the  glorious  John,  you  remember—- 
Uordaunt,  you  remember— 

'  Methinlu  I  see  the  new  Arion  sail^ 

Tkt  late  stfll  trembling  underneath  thy  nail ; 

At  dij  wdl  aharpen'd  thumbs  from  shore  to  shore, 

the  trebles  squeak  for  fear^  the  basses  roar/ 

Come,  I  am  indifferently  in  tune  now — what  was 
Jt  to  be?— ay,  I  remember— nay.  The  Lass  of 
Nordunaven  is  the  ditty — poor  Bet  Stimbister !  I 
^t  called  her  Mary  in  the  verses.  Betsy  does 
^1  for  an  English  song ;  but  Mary  is  more 
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natural  bere.'^  So  saying,  after  a  short  pidude^ 
he  sung,  with  a  tolerable  voice  and  scmie  tasta^ 
the  following  verses : 

:flIarB» 

**  FareweD  to  Northmayen, 

Grey  HOlswicke^  farewell ! 
To  the  calms  of  thy  haTen^  • 

The  storms  on  thy  fell — 
To  each  breese  that  can  vary 

The  mood  of  thy  main> 
And  to  thee^  bonny  Mary  ! 

We  meet  not  again. 

''  Farewell  die  wild  ienj. 

Which  Hacon  could  brave^ 
When  the  peaks  of  the  Skerry 

Were  white  in  the  wave. 
There's  a  maid  may  look  over 

These  wild  waves  in  vain^ 
For  the  skiff  of  her  lover — 

He  comes  not  again. 

"  The  vows  thou  hast  broke^ 
On  the  wild  currents  fling  them ; 

On  the  quicksand  and  rock 
Let  the  mennaiden  sii^  tfaem. 
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New  iweetnen  tlie3rll  give  her 

Bewildering  stnin  ; 
Bat  there's  one  who  will  nerer 

Beliere  them  again. 


"  0  were  there  an  idand. 

Though  eyer  so  wild. 
Where  woman  oonld  smile,  and 

No  man  be  beguiled — 
Too  tempting  a  snare 

To  poor  mortals  were  given. 
And  the  hope  would  fix  there. 

That  should  anchor  on  heaven. 


M 


^  I  see  you  are  softened,  my  young  friend,^ 

ttid  Halcro,  when  he  had  finished  his  song ;  ^^  so 

tre  most  who  hear  that  same  ditty.    Words  and 

nmic  both  mine  own ;  and,  without  saying  much 

of  the  unt  of  it,  there  is  a  sort  of— -eh— eh^-am- 

pBd^  and  truth  about  it,  which  gets  its  way  to 

most  folks^  heart     Even  your  father  cannot  re- 

flst  it— and  he  has  a  heart  as  impenetrable  to 

poetry  and  song  as  ApoUo  himself  could  draw  an 

arrow  against.  But  then  he  has  had  some  ill  luck 

in  his  time  with  the  woman  folks,  as  is  plain  from 

his  owing  them  such  a  grudge— Ay,  ay,  there 


1^* 
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the  charm  lie»— none  of  us  but  ba&  felt  the  same 
sore  in  our  day.  But  oome,  my  dear  hay,  they 
are  mustering  in  the  haU,  men  and  women  both— 
plagues  as  they  are,  we  should  get  on  ill  without 
them — ^but  before  we  go,  only  mark  the  last 
turn— 

^  And  the  hqie  would  fix  there;'— 

that  is,  in  the  supposed  island— a  place  wUdi 
neither  was  nor  will 


'  That  should  anchor  on  heaven.* 

Now  you  see,  my  good  young  man,  there  are 
here  none  of  your  heathenish  rants,  which  Ro- 
chester, Etheridge,  and  these  wild  feUpwa,  used 
to  string  together.  A  parson  mi^t  siiig.  th# 
song,  and  his  clerk  bear  the  burthen— 4>uttbjBre 
is  the  confounded  bell— we  must  go  now-— but 
never  mind — we'll  get  into  a  quiet  comer  at  mg^ 
and  m  tell  you  all  about  iu^ 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


FaU  in  the  aiidft  the  poliah'd  table  thinca, 
And  the  bri^t  goblets,  rich  with  generous  wines ; 
Now  eadi  partakes  the  feast,  the  wine  prepares, 
Fortiflna  the  food,  and  each  the  portion  shares ; 
Nor  tin  die  rage  of  thirst  and  hunger  ceased. 
To  the  fai^  boat  approached  the  aagadoos  gnesL 

Odfticy. 


Ths  hosfutable  profusion  of  Magnus  Troil^s 
boird, the  Dumberof  guests  who  feasted  in thehali, 
the  much  greater  number  of  retainers,  attendants, 
bumUe  friends,  and  domestics  of  every  possible 
deKriptioQ,  who  revelled  without,  with  the  multi- 
tude of  the  still  poorer,  and  less  honoured  asmst- 
snts,  who  came  from  every  hamlet  or  township 
within  twenty  miles  round,  to  share  the  bounty 
of  the  munificent  Udaller,  were  such  as  altoge- 
ther astomshedTriptolemus  Yellowley,  and  made 
him  internally  doubt  whether  it  would  be  pru- 
dent in  him  at  this  time,  and  amid  the  full  glow 
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of  his  hoapiTaiiry,  to  propose  to  the  host  who 
presded  over  such  a  splendid  bsnquet,  a  radical 
change  in  the  whole  customs  and  usages  of  his 
oountnr. 

True,  the  sagadoos  Triptolemus  felt  conscions 
that  he  poesesaed  in  his  own  person  wisdom  br 
superior  to  chat  of  all  the  assembled  feasten,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  landlord,  against  whose  pru- 
dence the  Tery  extent  of  his  hospitality  formed, 
in  Yellow  lev's  opinion,  sufficient  evidence.  But 
yet  the  Amphitryon  with  whom  one  dines  holds, 
for  the  time  at  least,  an  influence  over  the  minds 
of  his  most  distioguished  guests ;  and  if  the  din- 
ner be  in  g:ood  style,  and  the  wines  of  the  right 
quality,  it  is  humbling  to  see  that  neither  art  nor 
wisdom,  scarce  external  rank  itself,  can  assume 
their  natural  and  wonted  superiority  over  the  dis- 
tributor of  these  good  things,  until  coffee  has  been 
brought  in.  Triptolemus  felt  the  full  weightof  this 
temporary  superiority,  yet  he  was  desirous  to  do 
something  that  might  vindicate  the  vaunts  he  had 
made  to  his  sister  and  his  fellow-traveller,  and  he 
stole  a  look  at  them  from  time  to  time,  to  mark 
whether  he  was  not  sinking  in  their  esteem  from 

4- 
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pt»t|MiBiiig  his  promised  lecture  apoo  the  enor- 
MdesorZetkiid. 

But  Mn  Bttrban  was  busily  eogaged  in  notiiig 

and  v^steriog  the  waste  incurred  in  such  an  en- 

tatanneBt  as  die  had  probably  nerer  befbcc 

looked  upon,  and  in  admiring  the  hosTs  indifle- 

icaoe  to^  and  the  guests'  absolute  ne^igenoe  of 

those  roles  of  dvility  in  whidi  her  youth  had 

bsca  brought  up.     The  feasters  desired  to  be 

hdped  fitxn  a  dish  whidi  was  unbroken,  and 

sB^have  figured  at  supper,  with  as  much  free- 

doa  as  if  it  had  undergone  the  ravages  of  half- 

sdoKn  guests,  and  no  one  seemed  to  care— -the 

iiodlord  himself  least  of  all— -whether  those  didies 


only  were  consumed,  whidi,  from  their  nature, 
are  iiwyaMe  of  re-cqipearanoe,  or  whether  the 
iMuilt  was  extended  to  the  substantial  rounds 
of  beef,  pasties,  and  so  forth,  which,  by  the  rules 
of  good  housewifery,  were  destined  to  stand  two 
sftacks,  and  whidi  therefore,  according  to  Mrs 
Bsrbara^s  ideas  of  politeness,  ought  not  to  hare 
been  annihilated  by  the  guests  upon  the  first  on- 
set, but  spared,  like  Outis  in  the  cave  at  Poly- 
▼OL.  I.  n 
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jdMmuB,  to  be  deYouied  the  last.  Loat  in  the 
meditadonfl  to  which  these  Inreadies  of  oonviTial 
discipliiie  gave  rise,  and  in  the  oontemplation  of 
an  ideal  huder  of  oold  meat  which  she  ooold  ham 
saved  out  of  the  wreck  of  roast,  boiled,  and  bakedi 
sufficient  to  have  supplied  hoc  cupboard  tx  at 
least  a  twelvemonth,  Mrs  Barbara  cared  very  lit- 
tle whether  or  not  her  brother  supported  in  its 
extent  the  character  which  he  had  calculated  up- 
on assuming. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  also  was  conversant  with 
fSur  other  thoughts  than  those  which  regarded  the 
proposed  reformer  of  Zetland  enormities.  His 
seat  was  betwixt  two  blithe  maidens  of  Thul^  ' 
who,  not  taking  scorn  that  he  had  upon  other  oc- 
casions given  preference  to  the  daughters  of  the 
Udaller,  were  glad  of  the  chance  which  assigned 
to  them  the  attentions  of  so  distinguished  a  gal- 
lant, who,  as  being  their  squire  at  the  feast,  might 
in  all  probability  become  their  partner  in  the 
subsequent  dance.  But,  whilst  rendering  to  his 
fair  neighbours  all  the  usual  attentions  which  so* 
ciety  required,  Mordaunt  kept  up  a  covert,  but 
accurate  and  dose  observation,  upon  bis  estran- 
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ged  fiioMk,  Hiima  and  Brenda.  The  Udaller 
lamseif  had  a  share  of  his  attention ;  but  in  him 
he  tonld  ronark  nothing,  except  the  usual  tone 
d  hearty  and  sooiewhat  boisterous  hospitality 
vith  which  he  was  accustomed  to  animate  the 
bn^iet  upon  all  such  occanons  of  general  f es- 
tivitjr.  But  in  the  differing  mien  of  the  two 
■aidcns  there  was  much  more  nxm  for  painful 
murk. 

Captain  Ckirdand  sate  betwixt  the  asters,  was 
teduknis  in  his  attentions  to  both,  and  Mordaunt 
ni  80  placed,  that  he  could  observe  all,  and  hear 
sgieai  deal,  ot  what  passed  between  them.    But 
Clereiand^s  peculiar  r^^ard  seemed  devoted  to 
die  dder  sister.  Of  this  the  younger  was  perhaps 
conscious,  for  more  than  once  her  eye  glanced 
towards  Mordaunt,  and,  as  he  thought,  irith 
anmnMhing  in  it  which  resembled  regret  for  the 
interruption  of  their  intercourse,  and  a  sad  re- 
membrance of  former  and  more  friendly  times ; 
wfaik  Minna  was  exclusively  engrossed  by  the 
attentioiis  <^  her  neighbour ;  and  that  it  should 
be  so,  filled  Mordaunt  with  surprise  and  resents 
ment 
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Minna,  the  serious,  the  prudent,  the  Teserved, 
whose  countenance  and  manners  indicated  ao 
much  elevation  of  characters-Minna,  the  loTer 
of  solitude,  and  of  those  paths  of  knowledge  in 
which  men  walk  best  without  company— the  ene- 
my of  light  mirth,  the  friend  of  muring  melan« 
choly,  and  the  frequenter  of  fountain-heads  and 
pathless  glens— «he  whose  character  seemed,  in 
short,  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  might 
be  captivated  by  the  bold,  coarse,  and  daring 
gallantry  of  such  a  man  as  this  Captain  Cleve- 
land, gave,  nevertheless,  her  eye  and  ear  to  him, 
as  he  sate  beride  her  at  table,  with  an  interest 
and  a  graciousness  of  attention,  which,  to  Mcx*- 
daunt,  who  well  knew  how  to  judge  of  her  fed>- 
ings  by  her  manner,  intimated  a  degree  of  the 
highest  favour.  He  observed  this,  and  his  heart 
rose  agiunst  the  favourite  by  whom  he  had  been 
thus  superseded,  as  well  as  against  Minna'*s  in- 
discreet departure  from  her  own  character. 

^*  What  is  there  about  the  man,^  he  said  with- 
in himself,  *<  more  than  the  bold  and  daring  as- 
sumption of  importance  which  is  derived  from 
success  in  petty  enterprises,  and  the  exerdae  of 
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peCi^  despotism  orer  a  ship*s  crew  ?---4iis  yery  Ian* 
giiage  is  more  profesnooal  than  is  used  by  the 
siiperiar  officers  of  the  British  navy ;  and  the  wit 
wUch  has  excited  so  many  smiles,  seems  to  tbe 
wcfa  as  Minna  would  not  formerly  have  enduted 
fir  iQ  instant*  Even  Brenda  seems  less  takefi 
vkh  his  gallantry  than  Minna,  whom  it  should 

Ittfe  suited  so  little.^ 

« 

Ifordaunt  was  doubly  mistaken  in  these  his 

«fiy  speculations.    In  the  first  place,  with  an 

ejewfaidi  was,  in  scHHe  respects^  that  of  a  rival,  he 

cnticised  fSsr  too  severely  the  manners  and  beha« 

noorof  Captain  Cleveland.  They  were  unpolish- 

ed,  certainly ;  which  was  of  the  less  consequence 

id  a  country  inhabited  by  so  pliun  and  simple  a 

iioe  as  the  ancient  Zetlanders.     On  the  other 

bind,  there  was  an  open,  naval  frankness  in  Cleve- 

]ind*s  manners— much  natural  shrewdness-— some 

ippn^Hriate  humour— an  undoubting  confidence 

in  himself— and  that  enterprizing  hardihood  of 

£qponUon,  which,  without  any  other  recommend- 

•ble  quality,  very  often  leads  to  success  with  the 

Cur  sex.     But  Mordaunt  was  farther  mistaken, 

in  wa^ppotiug  that  Cleveland  was  likely  to  be  dis- 
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agreeable  to  Minna  Tral,  on  account  of  the  op- 
posidon  of  thar  characters  in  ao  many  matoU 
particulars.  Had  his  knowledge  oi  the  woild 
been  a  little  more  extensive,  he  might  have  ob- 
served, that  as  unions  are  often  formed  betwixt 
couples  differing  in  complexion  and  stature,  tbcy 
take  place  still  more  frequently  betwixt  penoiw 
totaUy  differing  in  feelings,  in  taste,  in  pursntts, 
and  in  understanding ;  and  it  would  not  be  say- 
ing, perhaps,  too  much,  to  aver,  that  two-tbirdi 
of  the  marriages  around  us  have  been  oontraetod 
betwixt  persons,  who,  judging  apriori^  we  should 
have  thought  had  scarce  any  charms  for  enA 
other. 

A  moral  and  primary  cause  might  be  easily 
assigned  for  these  anomalies,  in  the  wise  dispes* 
sadons  of  Providence,  that  the  general  bahnoe 
of  wit,  wisdom,  and  amiable  qualities  of  all  lands, 
should  be  kept  up  through  sodety  at  large.  For, 
what  a  world  were  it,  if  the  wise  were  to  intemar- 
ry  only  with  the  wise,  the  learned  with  the  learn* 
ed,  the  amiable  with  the  amiable,  nay,  even  the 
handsome  with  the  handsome  ?  and,  is  it  not  evv* 
dent,  that  the  degraded  castes  of  the  fbotish,  the 
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^natality  the  brutal,  and  the  defbnned,  (oomw 

pRheodiog,  by  the  way,  far  the  greater  pordon 

of  mmkiiid,)  must,  when  condemned  to  exdunye 

intooourse  with  each  other,  become  gradually  as 

modi  brutalixed  in  person  and  dispomtion  as  so 

nnjr  ouran-outangs  ?   When,  therefore,  we  see 

the  **  gentle  joined  to  the  rude,^  we  may  lament 

the  fitte  of  the  suffering  individual,  but  we  must 

not  the  less  admire  the  mysterious  dispontion  of 

thit  wise  Providence  which  thus  balances  the 

nonl  good  and  evil  of  life ;— which  secures  for  a 

finnily,  unhappy  in  the  dispoaUons  of  one  parent, 

a  Aare  of  better  and  sweeter  blood,  transmitted 

fitmi  the  other,  and  preserves  to  the  offspring  the 

afeetiooate  care  and  protection  of  at  least  one  of 

those  from  whom  it  b  naturally  due.  Without  the 

frequent  oecurrence  of  such  alliances  and  unions 

— fioissorted  as  they  seem  at  first  sight^-the  world 

eoold  not  be  that  for  which  Eternal  Wisdom  has 

deflgned  it— a  place  of  mixed  good  and  evil— « 

place  of  trial  at  bnce,  and  of  suffering,  where 

even  the  worst  ills  are  chequered  with  something 

that  renders  them  tolerable  to  humble  and  patient 

minds,  and  where  the  best  blessings  carry  with 
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them  a  neoeBsaiy  alloy  of  emlMtteriiig  dqmcia- 
tion. 

When,  indeed,  we  look  a  little  closer  on  the 
causes  of  those  unexpected  and  ill-suited  attach- 
ments, we  have  occasion  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
means  by  which  they  are  produced  do  not  infer 
that  complete  departure  from,  or  inconnsteocy 
with,  the  character  of  the  parties^  which  we  might 
expect  when  the  result  alone  is  contemplated. 
The  wise  purposes  which  Proridence  appears  to 
have  had  in  view,  by  permitting  such  intermix- 
ture of  dispoutions,  tempers,  and  understandings, 
in  the  married  state^  are  not  accomplished  by  any 
mysterious  impulse  by  which,  in  contradiction  to 
the  ordinary  laws  of  nature,*  men  or  women  are 
urged  to  an  union  with  those  whom  the  world 
see  to  be  unsuitable  to  them.  The  freedom  of 
will  is  permitted  to  us  in  the  occurrences  of  or- 
dinary life,  as  in  our  moral  conduct;  and  in  the 
former  as  well  as  the  latter  case,  is  often  the 
means  of  misguiding  those  who  possess  it.  Thus 
it  usually  happens,  more  especially  to  the  enthu- 
siastic and  imaginative,  that,  having  formed  a 
picture  of  admiration  in  their  own  mind,  they  too 
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often  deoeiye  themaelves  by  some  faint  reseih- 
bknoe  in  some  existing  being,  whom  their  fancy 
M  speedily  as  gratuitously  invests  with  all  the  at- 
tributes necessary  to  complete  the  beau  ideal  of 
mental  perfection.  No  one,  perhaps,  even  in  the 
happiest  marriage,  with  an  object  really  beloved, 
cfer  iimnd  all  the  qualities  he  expected  to  possess ; 
hot  in  fiur  too  many  cases,  he  finds  he  has  prac- 
tiMd  a  much  higher  degree  of  mental  deception, 
ttd  has  erected  his  airy  castle  of  felicity  upon 
nie  rainbow,  which  owed  its  very  existence  on* 
Ij  to  the  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere. 

Thus  Mordaunt,  if  better  acquainted  with  life, 

ttd  with  the  course  of  human  things,  would  have 

been  little  surprised  that  6uch  a  man  as  Cleve- 

bad,  handsome,  bold,  and  animated,— -a  man  who 

liad  obviously  lived  in  danger,  and  who  spoke  of 

it  as  sport,  should  have  been  invested,  by  a  girl 

of  Minna^s  fanciful  character,  with  an  extensive 

Atare  of  those  qualities,  which,  in  her  active  ima- 

giDatioD,  were  held  to  fill  up  the  accomplishments 

of  a  heroic  character.     The  plain  bluntness  of 

his  manner,  if  remote  from  courtesy,  appeared,  at 

kaat,  as  widely  different  from  deceit ;  and,  un- 
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fashioned  as  he  seemed  by  forms,  he  had  eooagh 
both  of  natural  sense,  and  natntal  good-breediiig^ 
to  support  the  deluoon  he  had  cMated,  at  kail 
8o  far  as  externals  were  concerned.  It  is  scaree 
necessary  to  add,  that  these  observations  apply 
exclusively  to  what  are  called  loye-matchea  ;  tat 
when  either  party  fix  their  attachment  upoo  tile 
substantial  comforts  of  a  rental,  or  a  jointuw^ 
they  cannot  be  disappointed  in  the  aequisHiaii^ 
although  they  may  be  cruelly  so  in  their  ovo^ 
estimation  of  the  happiness  it  was  to  aflbffd,  or  in 
having  too  slightly  anticipated  the  disadvanti^[te 
with  which  it  was  to  be  attended. 

Having  a  certain  partiality  for  the  dark  Beauty 
whom  we  have  described,  we  have  willin^y  de- 
dicated  this  digression,  in  order  to  account  for  a 
line  of  conduct  which  we  allow  to  seem  absolute^ 
ly  unnatural  in  such  a  narrative  as  the  present, 
though  the  most  common  event  in  ordinary  life ; 
namely,  in  Minna^s  appearing  to  have  over-eili- 
mated  the  taste,  talent,  and  ability  of  a  hand- 
some young  man,  who  was  dedicating  to  her  Ul 
whole  time  and  attention,  and  whose  homage 
rendered  her  the  envy  of  almost  all  the  othei 
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joung  women  of  that  numerous  party.  Perhaps, 
if  our  fiur  readers  will  take  the  trouble  to  consult 
tfaar  own  boeoms,  they  will  be  disposed  to  allow, 
thtt  the  distinguished  good  taste  exhibited  by 
SDj  individual,  who,  when  his  attentions  would 
be  sgreeable  to  a  whole  drcle  of  rivals,  selects 
mn  as  dicir  individual  object,  entitles  him,  on 
the  fiioting  of  reciprocity,  if  on  no  other,  to  a 
luge  ihare  of  that  ooe'^s  fiivourable,  and  even  par- 
tiiieiteem.  At  any  rate,  if  the  character  shall, 
lAcr  all,  be  deemed  inconsistent  and  unnatural, 
itooocems  not  us,  who  record  the  facts  as  we  find 
dMoi,  and  pretend  no  privil^e  for  bringing  closer 
toiutore  those  incidents  which  may  seem  to  di* 
voge  finom  it ;  or  for  reducing  to  consistence  that 
tust  inoonastent  cf  slU  created  things— the  heart 
of  a  beautiful  and  admired  female. 

Neoesaty,  which  teaches  all  the  liberal  arts, 
en  render  us  also  adepts  in  disamulation ;  and 
Ifixdaunty  though  a  novice,  failed  not  to  profit 
in  her  sdiocd.  It  was  manifest,  that,  in  order  to 
oberve  the  demeanour  of  those  on  whom  his  at- 
tentioD  was  fixed,  he  must  needs  put  constraint 
on  his  own,  and  appear,  at  least,  so  much  engaged 
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with  the  damsels  betwixt  whom  he  sate,  that 
Minna  and  Brenda  should  suppose  him  indifie^ 
rent  to  what  was  pasung  around  him.  The  reo^ 
cheerfulness  of  Maddie  and  Clara  Groataettars^ 
who  were  esteemed  conaderable  fortunes  in  tlie 
island,  and  were  at  this  moment  too  haj^y  id 
feeling  themselves  seated  somewhat  beyond  the 
sphere  of  vigilance  influenced  by  their  aunt,  the 
good  M  Lady  Glourourum,  met  and  reqnitedthe 
attempts  which  Mordaunt  made  to  be  lively  and 
entertaining ;  and  they  were  soon  engaged  in  a  gay 
conversaUon,  to  which,  as  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, the  gentleman  contributed  wit,  or  what 
passes  for  such,  and  the  ladies  their  prompt 
laughter  and  liberal  applause.  But,  amidst  this 
seeming  mirth,  Mordaunt  failed  not,  from  time 
to  time,  as  covertly  as  he  might,  to  observe  the 
conduct  of  the  two  daughters  of  Magnuff;  and 
still  it  appeared  as  if  the  elder,  wrapt  up  in  the 
conversation  of  Cleveland,  did  not  cast  away  a 
thought  on  the  rest  of  the  company ;  and  as  if 
Brenda,  more  openly  as  she  conceived  his  atten-» 
tion  withdrawn  from  her,  looked  with  an  expresuon 
both  anxious  and  melancholy  towards  the  groupc 
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tfwUdi  he  himself  formed  a  part  Hewasmudi 
■oved  bjr  the  diflBdence,  as  well  as  the  trouble, 
Mtidk  her  hwks  seemed  to  convey,  and  tacitly 
Consed  the  resolution  of  seeking  a  more  full  ex- 
pinstion  with  her4n  the  course  of  the  evening. 
Noros,  he  remembered,  had  stated  that  these  two 
Mdble  young  women  were  in  danger,  the  na- 
tveof  whidi  she  left  unexplained,  but  which  he 
wyctcd  to  arise  out  of  their  mistaking  the  cha* 
ivtcr  of  this  daring  and  aU-engrosang  stranger ; 
ad  he  secretly  resolved,  that,  if  possible,  he 
VMld  he  the  means  of  detecting  Cleveland,  and 
of  anring  his  early  friends. 

Am  he  revcdved  these  thoughts,  his  attention  to 

the  Miss  Groatsettars  gradually  diminished,  and 

feAafB  he  might  altogether  have  forgotten  the  ne- 

casity  of  his  appearing  an  uninterested  spectator 

of  what  was  pasnng,  had  not  the  ugnal  been  given 

tar  the  ladies  retiring  from  table.   Minna,  with  a 

■stiye  grace,  and  somewhat  of  stateliness  in  her 

maifoer,  bent  her  head  to  the  company  in  general, 

with  a  kinder  and  more  particular  expression  as 

her  eye  reached  Cleveland.  Brenda,  with  the  blush 
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which  attended  her  slightest  penonal  cs 
when  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  others,  1 
through  the  same  departing  salutation  w 
embarrassment  which  almost  amounted  t 
wardness,  but  which  her  youA  and  timidi 
dered  at  once  natural  and  interesting. 
Mordaunt  thought  that  her  eye  distini 
him  amidst  the  numerous  company.  F 
first  time  he  ventured  to  encounter  and  to 
the  glance ;  and  the  consdousness  that  1 
done  so,  doubled  the  glow  of  Brenda^  i 
nance,  while  something  resembling  dispi 
was  blended  with  her  emotion. 

When  the  ladies  had  retired,  the  men 
themselves,  to  the  deep  and  serious  dr 
which,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
preceded  the  evening  exercise  of  the  danc 
Magnus  himself,  by  precept  and  exam{ 
horted  them  '^  to  make  the  best  use  of  thei 
since  the  ladies  would  soon  summon  tl 
shake  their  feet^  At  the  same  time  giv 
signal  to  a  grey-beaded  domestic,  who  at 
hind  him  in  the  dress  of  a  Dantzic  skipp 
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ikoadded  to  many  other  oocupatkms  that  of  but- 
ler, ^  Erie  Scambester,^  he  sud,  <<  has  the  good 
Hf  the  Jolly  Mariner  of  Canton,  got  her  cargo 
flBbondr 

^  Choke-Aill  loaded,*^  answered  the  Ganymede 
dhatf^  Westra,  **  with  good  Nantz,  Jamaica 
■|v,  Portugal  lemons,  not  to  mention  nutm^ 
wA  tomt  and  water,  taken  in  from  the  Shellicoat 

Loud  and  long  laughed  the  guests  at  this  sta- 
M  ittd  rqrular  jest  betwixt  the  Udaller  and  his 
boder,  which  always  served  as  a  preface  to  the 

• 

Qitiodaction  of  a  punch-bowl  of  uncommon  size, 
die  gift  of  the  captain  of  one  of  the  Honourable 
ttti  India  Company^s  vessels,  which,  bound  from 
CUoa  homeward,  had  been  driven  north  about  by 
ilRisof  weather  into  Lerwick-bay,  and  had  there 
ooQtrived  to  get  rid  of  part  of  the  cargo,  without 
voy  scrupulously  reckoning  for  the  King^s  du- 
ties. 

Magnus  Troil,  having  been  a  large  custom- 
er, besides  otherwise  obliging  Captain  Coolie, 
had  been  remunerated,  on  the  departure  of  the 

10 
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ship,  with  this  splendid  vehicle  of  conviviality, 
at  the  very  sight  of  which,  as  old  Eric  Scambes- 
ter  bent  under  its  weight,  a  murmur  of  applause 
ran  through  the  company. 

Those  nearest  this  capadous  Mediterranean  of 
punch,  were  accommodated  by  the  Udaller  with 
their  portions,  dispensed  in  huge  rummer  glasses 
by  his  own  hospitable  hand,  whilst  they  who  sat 
at  a  greater  distance  replenished  their  cups  by 
means  of  a  rich  silver  flagon,  facetiously  called 
the  Pinnace;  which,  filled  occa^onally  at  the 
bowl,  served  to  dispense  its  liquid  treasures  to 
the  more  remote  parts  of  the  table,  and  occasion- 
cd  many  facetious  jests  on  its  frequent  voyages. 
The  commerce  of  the  Zetlanders  with  foreign 
vessels,  and  homeward  bound  West  Indiamen, 
had  early  served  to  introduce  among  them  the 
general  use  of  the  generous  beverage,  with  which 
the  Jolly  Mariner  of  Canton  was  loaded ;  nor  was 
there  a  man  in  the  Archipelago  of  Thulc  more 
skilled  in  combining  its  rich  ingredients,  than  old 
Eric  Scambestcr,  who  indeed  was  known  far  and 
wide  through  the  ibles  by  the  name  of  the  Puuch- 
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maker,  after  the  faBhion  of  the  ancient  Norwe- 
gians, who  conferred  on  Rolio  the  Walker,  and 
other  heroes  of  their  strain,  epithets  expressive 
of  the  feats  of  strength  or  dexterity  in  which 
thej  excelled  all  other  men. 

The  good  liquor  was  not  slow  in  performing 
its  office  of  exhilaration,  and,  as  the  revel  ad- 
vanced, some  ancient  Norse  drinking  songs  were 
sung  with  great  effect  by  the  guests,  tending  to 
shew,  that  if  from  want  of  exercise  the  martial 
virtues  of  their  ancestors  had  decayed  among 
the  Zetlanders,  tbey  could  still  actively  and  in- 
tensely enjoy  so  much  of  the  pleasures  of  VaU 
halla  as  consisted  in  quaffing  the  oceans  of  mead 
and  Inrown  ale,  which  were  promised  by  Odin  to 
those  who  should  share  his  Scandinavian  para- 
dise. At  length,  excited  by  the  cup  and  song, 
the  diffident  grew  bold,  and  the  modest  loquaci- 
ous—all became  desirous  of  talking,  and  none 
were  willing  to  listen— each  man  mounted  his 
own  special  hobby-horse,  and  began  eagerly  to 
call  on  his  neighbours  to  witness  his  agility. 
Amongst  others,  the  little  bard,  who  had  now 
got  next  to  our  friend  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  evin- 

VOL.  I.  X 
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ced  a  pofiitive  determiiiatioD  to  comioence  aed 
conclude,  in  all  its  longitude  and  latitude,  the 
story  of  his  introductioo  to  glorious  John  Dry- 
den  ;  and  Triptolemus  YeUowley,  as  his  sjnrits 
arose,  shaking  off  a  feeling  of  involuntary  awe, 
with  which  he  was  impressed  by  the  opulence  indi- 
cated in  all  he  saw  around  him,  as  well  as  by  the 
respect  paid  to  Magnus  Troil  by  the  assembled' 
guests,  began  to  broach,  to  the  astonished  and 
somewhat  offended  UdaUer,  some  o[  those  pro* 
jects  for  ameliorating  the  islands,  which  he  had 
boasted  of  to  his  fellow-travellers  upon  their 
journey  of  the  morning. 

But  the  innovations  which  he  suggested,  and 
the  reception  which  they  met  with  at  the  hand  c^ 
Magnus  ThhI,  must  be  told  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


*^('n  keep  oar  costomt— what  it  law  itself, 

But  old  establish'd  custom  ?  What  religion, 

^'  ^^  with  one-half  of  the  men  that  use  it,) 

^'ft  the  good  use  and  wont  that  carries  them 

'0  vonhip  how  aiid  where  their  fathers  worshipp'd  ? 

^  ^gs  resolTc  in  custom— we*U  keep  ours. 

Old  Play. 

^^  left  the  company  of  Magnus  Troil  engaged 
^  Ugh  wassail  and  revelry.     Mordaunt,  who, 
lii^e  his  father,  shunned  the  festive  cup,  did  not 
partake  in  the  cheerfulness  which  the  sliip  dif- 
fused among  the  guests  as  they  unloaded  it,  and 
the  pinnace,  as  it  circunmavigated  the  table.  But, 
10  low  spirits  aa  he  seemed,  he  was  the  more 
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xB^  desnefirr  peoifiH-  to  pnauA»  he  cuirtritf 
diibbue  oct  ha  ule  xo  dooble  its  usual  lengA 
the  exercfiie  of  the  pmikge  of  unfimitcd  d| 
wKis;  90  ihat  the  Starr,  like  m  hone  on  the^ 
paty  aeemed  to  beadTanoiig  with  rapiditj^  wl 
in  KalitT,  it  scarce  w»  progtessiTe  at  the  nl 
a  Tard  in  the  quartor  of  an  hour.  At  loq 
however;  he  had  discussed,  in  all  its  Taiiousli 
ingsandrelatioaS)  the  history  of  his  firiendlyli 
lord,  the  master-fashiooo'  in  Russd-street,  in 
ding  a  short  sketch  of  five  of  hb  rriationi^ 
anecdotes  of  three  of  hb  principal  rivals,  togd 
with  some  general  obserratioos  upon  the  d 
and  fashioo  of  the  period ;  and  having  marc 
thus  far  through  the  environs  and  outworfci 
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his  Story,  be  aniTed  at  the  body  of  the  place, 
ior  10  the  Wits^  Coffee-house  might  be  termed. 
He  pained  on  the  threshold,  however,  to  ex^ 
plan  the  nature  of  his  landlord's  right  oocasion- 
iDyto  mtnide  himself  into  this  well-known  tern* 
pk  of  the  Muses. 

**  It  oon^sted,^  said  Halcro,   **  in  the  two 

prinopal  points,  of  bearing  and  forbearing ;  fat 

■y  friend  Thimblethwaite  was  a  person  of  wit 

koadf^  and  never  quarrelled  with  any  jest  which 

dtt  wags  who  frequented  that  house  were  fling- 

^  about,  like  squibs  and  crackers  on  a  rejoicing 

Bfllt;  and  then,  though  some  of  the  wits — ay, 

and  I  daresay  the  greater  number,  might  have 

kid  some  dealings  with  him  in  the  way  of  trade, 

k  never  was  the  person  to  put  any  man  of  ge- 

Ais  in  unpleasant  remembrance  of  such  trifles. 

And  though,  my  dear  young  Master  Mordaunt, 

you  may  think  this  is  but  ordinary  civility,  be- 

cnise  in  this  country  it  happens  seldom  that  there 

11  either  much  borrowing  or  lending,  and  because, 

praifled  be  Heaven,  there  are  neither  biuliffs  nor 

sheriff-officers  to  take  a  poor  fellow  by  the  neck, 

and  because  there  ^re  po  prisons  to  put  him  into 
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when  they  have  done  so,  yet,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
such  a  lamb-like  forbearance  as  that  of  my  poor, 
dear,  deceased  landlord,  Thimblethwaite,  is  truly 
uncommon  within  the  London  bills  of  mortality. 
I  could  tell  you  of  such  things  that  have  hap- 
pened even  to  myself,  as  well  as  others,  with  these 
cursed  London  tradesmen,  as  would  make  your 
hair  stand  on  end.—- But  what  the  devil  has  put 
old  Magnus  into  such  note?  he  shouts  as  if  he 
were  trying  his  voice  against  a  nOTth-west  gale  ci 
wind." 

Loud  indeed  was  the  roar  of  the  old  Udaller, 
as,  worn  out  of  patience  by  the  schemes  of  im« 
provement  which  the  factor  was  now  undaunted- 
ly pressing  upon  his  consideration,  he  answered 
him,  (to  use  an  Ossianic  phrase,)  like  a  wave  up- 
on a  rock. 

"  Trees,  Sir  Factor — talk  not  to  me  of  trees ! 
I  care  not  though  there  never  be  one  on  the 
island,  tall  enough  to  hang  a  coxcomb  upon.  We 
will  have  no  trees  but  those  that  rise  in  our  ha- 
vens — ^the  good  trees  that  have  yards  for  boughs, 
and  standing-rigging  for  leaves." 

*^  But  touching  the  draining  of  the  lake  of 


THE  PIRATE.  7 

Braebaster,  whereof  I  spoke  to  you,  Master  Mag- 
nus Troil,^  answered  the  persevering  agricultu- 
nst,  <<  whilk  I  opine  would  be  of  so  much  con- 
sequence, there  are  two  ways— down  the  Linkla- 
terglen,  at  by  the  Scalmester  bum.  Now,  ha- 
ving levelled  both'* 

"  There  is  a  third  way.  Master  Yellowley,'' 
answtfed  the  landlonL 

"  I  profess  I  can  see  none,**  replied  Triptole- 
iDut,  with  as  much  good  feuth  as  a  joker  could 
desire  in  the  subject  of  his  wit,  *'  in  respect  that 
the  bill  called  Braebastcr  on  the  south,  and  ane 
Ugh  bank  on  the  north,  of  whilk  I  cannot  carry 
the  name  rightly  in  my  head'' 

^^  Do  not  tell  us  of  hills  and  banks.  Master 
Vellowle]^— there  is  a  third  way  of  driuning  the 
loch,  and  it  is  the  only  way  that  shall  be  tried  in 
my  day.  You  say  my  Lord  Chamberlain  and  I 
are  the  joint  proprietors — so  be  it — let  each  of  us 
start  an  equal  proportion  of  brandy,  lime-juice, 
and  sugar,  into  the  loch — a  ship's  cargo  or  two 
will  do  the  job— let  us  assemble  all  the  jolly  Ud- 
alters  of  the  country,  and  in  twenty-four  hours 
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yoa  shall  lee  diygrouiid  where  the  lodi  of  Bne- 
baster  now  is.*^ 

A  loud  laugh  of  applause,  which  for  a  tiiiie' 
actually  silenced  Triptoleinus,  attended  a  jestao 
very  well  suited  to  time  and  place — a  jcdly  tottt 
was  given— «  merry  song  was  sung— the  ship  un- 
loaded her  sweets — the  pinnace  made  its  genial 
round— the  duet  betwixt  Magnus  and  Triptole- 
mus,  which  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
whole  company  from  its  superior  yehemenoe, 
now  once  more  sunk,  and  merged  into  the  gene- 
ral hum  of  the  convivial  table,  and  the  poet  Hal- 
cro  again  resumed  his  usurped  possessioa  of  the 
ear  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun. 

^<  Whereabouts  was  I F"  he  said,  wilh  a  tone 
which  expressed  to  bis  weary  listener  more  plain- 
ly than  words  could,  how  much  of  his  desultory 
tale  yet  remained  to  be  told.  *^  O,  I  remember 
^-we  were  just  at  the  door  of  the  Wits^  Ccrffee- 
house— it  was  set  up  by  one      >  ^ 

**  Nay,  but,  my  dear  Master  Halcro/  said  his 
hearer,  somewhat  impatiently,  '*  I  am  desirous 
to  hear  of  your  meeting  with  Dryden.^ 
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^Wluit,  with  glorious  John  ?— true— aj— 
where  was  I  ?  At  the  Wiu'  Coffee-house— Well, 
n  at  the  door  we  got— the  wuters,  and  so  forth, 
ituiog  at  me;  for  as  to  Thimblethwaite,  honest 
fiAnr,  his  was  a  well-known  face. — I  can  tell 
yoa  a  itory  about  that^ 


'^  May,  but  John  Dryden,^  said  Mordaunt,  in 
'       ttme  which  defnecated  further  digression. 

"Ay,  ay,  glorious  John — ^where  was  I  ? — ^Well, 
tt  we  stood  dose  by  tlie  bar,  where  a  fellow 
^  grinding  of  coffee,  and  another  putting  up 
IxiUeoo  into  penny  parcels — a  pipe  and  a  dish 
M  just  a  penny — then  and  there  it  was  that  I 
bd  the  first  peep  of  him.     One  Dennis  sat  near 

itti,who ^ 

"  Nay,  but  John  Dryden— what  like  was  be  ?** 
demanded  Mordaunt. 

**  Like  a  little  fat  old  man,  with  his  own  grey 
hair,  and  in  a  full-trimmed  black  suit,  that  sate 
dose  as  a  glove.  Honest  Thimblethwaite  let  no 
one  but  himself  shape  for  glorious  John,  and  be 
had  a  slashing  hand  at  a  sleeve,  I  promise  you — 
But  there  is  no  getting  a  mouthful  of  common 
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sense  spokea  here— damn  that  Scotchman,  he 
and  old  Magnus  are  at  it  again.^ 

It  was  very  true ;  and  although  the  intem^i- 
tkm  did  not  resemble  a  thunder-dap,  to  which 
the  former  stentorian  exdamadon  of  the  Udaller 
might  have  been  likened,  it  was  a  close  and  cla- 
morous dispute,  maintained  by  question,  answer, 
retort,  and  repartee,  as  closely  huddled  upon 
each  other  as  the  sounds  which  announce  from  a 
distance  a  close  and  sustained  fire  of  musketry. 

*^  Hear  reason,  sir  ?^  said  the  Udaller ;  **  we 
will  hear  reason,  and  speak  reason  too ;  and  if 
reason  fall  short,  you  shall  have  rhyme  to  boot^— 
Ha,  my  little  friend  Halcro  !*" 

Though  cut  o£r  in  the  middle  of  his  best  stoiy, 
(if  that  could  be  said  to  have  a  middle,  which  had 
neither  beginning  nor  end,)  the  bard  bristled  up 
at  the  summons,  like  a  corps  of  light  infimtry 
when  ordered  up  to  the  support  of  the  grenadiers, 
looked  smart,  slapped  the  table  with  his  hand,  and 
denoted  bis  becoming  readiness  to  back  his  hospi- 
table landlord,  as  becomes  a  well  entertained  guest. 
Triptolemus  was  a  little  daunted  at  this  rein- 
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Ibroement  of  bis  adversary ;  he  paused,  like  a 
cautious  general,  iu  the  sweeping  attack  which 
he  had  commenced  on  the  peculiar  usages  of 
ZSetland,  and  spoke  not  again  until  the  Udaller 
poked  him  with  the  insulting  query,  *^  Where 
is  your  reason  now.  Master  Yellowley,  that  you 
were  deafening  me  with  a  moment  syne  ?^ 

^  Be  but  patent,  worthy  sir,^  replied  the 
agriculturist;  ^'  what  on  earth  can  you  or  any 
other  man  say  in  defence  of  that  thing  you  call 
a  plough,  in  this  blinded  country  ?  Why,  even 
the  savage  Highlandmen,  in  Caithness  and  Su- 
therland, can  make  more  work,  and  better,  with 
their  gascromh,  or  whatever  they  call  it.^ 

'*  But  what  ails  you  at  it,  sir  ?^  said  the  Udal- 
ler ;  ^'  let  me  hear  your  objections  to  it.  It  uUs 
our  land^  and  what  would  ye  more  P^ 

^'  It  hath  but  one  handle  or  stilt,^^  replied 
Triptdemus. 

**  And  who  the  devil,^  said  the  poet,  uming 

at  something  smart,  ^^  would  wish  to  need  a  pair 

of  stilts,  if  he  can  manage  to  walk  with  a  angle 

one?*^ 

^'  Or  tell  me,^  aaxd  Magnus  Troil,  ^*  liow  it 
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7  aid  Trip. 


It  will 


Vrfionr  ■iiuliul  bullocks,*  aid 
>  tkat  we  Tokcd  brait.&duan; 
KiBt  CqUov  tlui  unhappy  iiMtni- 
ojiptete  die  fimov  with  a  couple  of 


«  Drink  ahoot.  Master  YeUowlej,^  said  the 
UdaDer ;  *'  and,  as  joa  saj  in  Scotland,  *  never 
fash  jour  thumb.**  Our  cattle  are  too  higfa-^ii- 
rited  to  let  one  go  before  the  other;  ourmoi  are 
too  gentle  and  wdl  nurtured  to  take  the  work- 
ing-fidd  without  the  women'^s  company ;  our 
ploughs  till  our  land— our  land  bears  us  barley ; 
we  brew  our  ale,  eat  our  bread,  and  make 
strangers  welcome  to  their  share  of  it.  Here'*s 
to  you.  Master  Yellowley.'^ 

This  was  said  in  a  tone  meant  to  be  dedsive 
of  the  question ;  and,  aoccmlingly,  Halcro  whis- 
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perad  to  MOTdaunt,  <<  that  has  lettled  the  matter, 
and  DOW  we  will  get  on  with  glorious  John*— 
There  he  sat  in  his  suit  of  full-trimmed  black ; 
two  jears  due  was  the  bill,  as  mine  honest  land» 
lord  afterwards  told  me, — and  such  an  eye  in  his 
head ! — none  of  your  burning  blighting  falcon 
ejOy  which  we  poets  are  apt  to  make  a  rout 
abouV--but  a  soft,  full,  thoughtful,  yet  pene- 
tntiiig  ^ance— never  saw  the  like  of  it  in  my 
fife,  unless  it  were  Stephen  Kleancogg,  the  fid- 
dler, at  Papastims,  who        ^ 

**Nay,  but  John  Dryden,^  said  Mordaunt, 
vhoy  for  want  of  better  amusement,  had  begun 
to  take  a  sort  of  pleasure  in  keeping  the  old 
gentleman  to  his  narrative,  as  men  herd  in  a  res- 
tive sheep,  when  they  wish  to  catch  him.  He 
returned  to  his  theme,  with  his  usual  phrase  of 
'*  Ay,  true— glorious  John — Well,  sir,  he  cast 
his  eye,  such  as  I  have  described  it,  on  mine 
landlord,  ^  and  honest  Tim,^  said  he,  ^  what  hast 
thou  got  here  ?^  and  all  the  wits,  and  lords,  and 
gendemen,  that  used  to  crowd  round  him,  like 
the  wenches  round  a  pedlar  at  a  fair,  they  made 
way  for  us,  and  up  we  came  to  the  fire-ade^ 


J« 


nu:  jc:  ^w^  Wr'dK  JnpMcipii^gn  I  saw  it^  wo  op 
^■K?  ITiiL  ^laoiSMdtwMatm  iBHWigh  toe  — wift 
4C  iksn^  «5>  iioic  j»  a  iuBL  jod  I  fiiUoved  with  a 
n— 1  nD3&  jaoer  xma*  viudi  I  had  takm 
MMT  ^MT^?  IT  ittiai!c  JET  jBicOoid.  as  tbediop  por- 
ter ^Kj(fe^  ibv  ir.  ^  -VEST,  jmd  pardj  tbat  I  wai^bt 
iv  uoucK  IT  Jurvc  snaedni^  lo  do  Aae,  tat 
y^M,  sen  11  zxmA  ^aor  ^ras  mo  adbnittaiioe  aft 
Yi  i^v.  ix  arxtipiss  wh^  bad  mo  hoiinrw  time. 
— ^  iii»<  itaari  :3i£  Sr  Ciwies  Sedlcj  aaid  a 
^lA^w.  '.OuJic  aivui:  -'tiw        "* 

*  Xi  i^  >ui:  7*AL  jLxvies  j:kaMts  John,*  add 
3iLA%:;aiac 

*^  A/^  ^-vrv«&  7Vi£  3BKT  w^  call  hiBi.  Tliejr 
ifek  X  -Jtnr  a^iaAiifcTgw  aad  SliadveU,  and 
wiSi  i^v^^ — sec  fc  x:*  »  :be  ^atdiets  of  John^s 
aou'^ft. — ^  Weu«*  2fef  ssui  to  BT  landlaid,  *  what 
kiii^  iicc  ^^  UKtv  r  jod  be^  Kyviii^,  I  wanant, 
k^v^  :2dL£  bftf  vvx£c  :o  X  duke,  sud  be  had  aiade 
U?tti  u>  coobe  JtJ£ji  jibev  hi=i  the  stuff  vhich  Ladj 
£^uaSnh  baa  cbi»e  tur  ber  night-gown.— i^<  And 
whkh  of  vour  giiese  ks  ihau  Tim>  who  has  got  it 
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Indeed  under  his  wingP*r-<  He  is  an  OAnej 

gDOie^  if  it  please  you,  Mr  Dryden,*  said  Tim, 

yfho  had  wit  at  ^rill,  ^  and  he  hath  brought  you 

acopy  of  Terses  f(Mr  your  honour  to  look  at*— <  Is 

he  amphibious  ?^  said  glorious  John,  taidng  the 

p^wr,  and  methought  I  could  rather  have  faced 

abatteiy  of  cannon  than  the  crackle  it  gave  as  it 

opened,  though  he  did  not  speak  in  a  way  to 

dash  one  neither ; — and  then  he  looked  at  the 

TcneB,  andhe  was  pleased  to  say,  in  a  very  encou- 

npng  way,  indeed  with  a  sort  of  good-humoured 

nule  on  his  face,  and  certainly  for  a  fat  elderly 

geDtlenian,-»for  I  would  not  compare  it  to  Min^ 

na^snnile^  or  to  Brenda^s,— ^he  had  the  pleasant- 

e«t  smile  I  ever  saw,—*  Why,  Tim,'  he  said, 

*  tlus  goose  of  yours  will  prove  a  swan  on  your 

biDds.'    With  that  he  smiled  a  little,  and  they 

^  laughed,  and  none  louder  than  those  who 

s^  too  far  off  to  hear  the  jest ;  for  every  one 

l^iiew  when  he  smiled  th^e  was  something  worth 

Isughing  at,  and  so  took  it  upon  trust ;  and  the 

Word  passed  through  among  the  young  Templars, 

^  the  wits,  and  the  smarts,  and  there  was  no- 

diing  but   quesUon  on  question  who  we  were ; 


Jl 


totdldiemk 
;lNitli0 


mnid 


at  length  finally 


oa  it,  Mr  Facttsr,*  he 
csiaanmsii. 


"^  A:  JSEK  jfc  SK  ST  sooKcfaiiig  about  the 

breiai  cr  horass.."  aai  YcLov^,  in  ntber  a  cry- 

:t  icce  oc  T^iictt.  *^  Vour  hones  mj  dear  flir, 

:bi<  cft^^  12  sue.  aad  ligcrs  in  deriliy  P 

For  their  S2«.*  said  lUbgnus^  **  thej  are  the 

er  for  U5  CO  get  off  and  on  them— (as  "Sripto- 

Itemus  experienced  tins  morning,  thought  Mor- 

dauat  to  himseLf)— and,  as  for  thor  devilry,  let 

no  one  mouni  them  that  cannot  manage  them.** 

A  twinge  of  self-conTiction,  on  the  part  of  the 

agriculturist,  prevented  him  from  reply.     He 

darted  a  deprecatoiy  glance  at  Mordaunt,  aa 

if  for  the  purpofle  of  imploring  secrecy  reqpect- 
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lag  his  tumble ;  and  the  Udalier,  who  saw  hit  acU 
vantage,  although  he  was  not  aware  of  the  cause, 
futsued  it  with  the  high  and  stefn  tone  ]>roper 
Id  one  who  had  all  his  life  been  unaccustomed  to 
Beet  with,  and  unapt  to  endure  oppo^tion. 

^  Bjr  the  blood  of  Saint  Magnus  the  Martyr,^ 
he  ttid,  **  but  you  are  a  fine  feUow,  Mr  Factor 
Ydtowley !  Yott  come  to  us  from  a  strange  land, 
vodarstanding  neither  our  laws,  nor  our  manners, 
iKX"  our  language,  and  you  propose  to  become 
goTernof  of  the  country,  and  that  we  should  all 
be  jroor  slaves  T 

^  My  pupils,  worthy  sir,  my  pupils  !^  sud 
Yellowley,  '^  and  that  only  for  your  own  proper 
idvsntage.'' 

^  We  are  too  old  to  go  to  school,^  said  the 

Zet]ander.    ^^  I  tell  you  once  more,  we  will  soir 

tod  reap  our  grain  as  our  fathers  did-^we  will 

Hi  what  Gkid  sends  us  with  our  doors  open  to 

the  stinnger)  even  as  theirs  were  open.    If  there 

is  aught  imperfect  in  our  practice,  we  will  amend 

it  b  time  and  seaton  ;  but  the  blessed  Bapdst^s 

holiday  wai  made  for  light  hearts  and  quick  heels. 

vet.  It.  a 
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of  CantoOy 
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se  !niluic  ^*  tte  JcHt  Maii- 


?ciil-— ^ijr.it^ 


:Ai  X  Jinft!  mssc 


:f!iuiiie9&  at  ncosoL  as  be  rose  lo 
— cue  mever  aitti,  ««  shall  baye 


s^mnii:  sviui;^  \.  ome 


gnccue  cbK  £fit«  Jesc  cikia  trif^  cwd  Triptcde- 


aaufeii 


So  arm^,  uie  ^omj 


hulk  ct  ;te  Udalner  saiued  oM  Bke  a  man  of  war 
liiat  Ittd  liraTvii  a  bondred  gales^  baviiig  his 
ga&t  in  tow  &ke  a  recent  pfiie.  The  greater  pari 
of  the  rerellers  tbUowed  their  leader  with  loud  ju- 
bilee, although  there  were  several  staunch  topers, 
who,  taking  the  option  left  them  br  the  Udaller, 
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KQUUDed  behind  to  relieve  die  Jollj  Mariner  of 
a  fresh  cargo,  amidst  many  a  pledge  to  die  health 
of  their  absent  hmdlord,  and  to  the  prosperity  of 
hb  roof-tree,  with  whatsoever  other  wishes  of 
kindness  could  be  devised,  aa  an  Apology  for  an* 
other  pint-bumper  of  noble  punch* 

The  rest  soon  thronged  the  dancing-room,  an 
spttUnent  which  partook  of  the  simplicity  of  the 
^nne  and  of  the  country.    Drawing-rooms  and 
saloons  were  then  unknown  in  Scotland,  save  in 
^  bouses  of  the  nobility,  and  of  course  absolute- 
ly so  in  Zetland ;  but  a  long,  low,  anomalous 
s(<v&'room,  sometimes  used  for  the  deportation 
of  merchandize,  sometimes  for  putting  aside  luro- 
^i  and  a  thousand  other  purposes,  was  well 
iuiown  to  all  the  youth  of  Dunrossness,  and  many 
s  department  besides,  as  the  scene  of  the  merry 
dance,  which  was  sustained  with  so  much  glee 
then  Magnus  Troil  gave  his  frequent  feasts. 

The  first  appearance  of  this  ball-room  might 
have  shocked  a  fashionable  party,  assembled  for 
the  quadrille  or  the  waltz.  Low  as  we  have  stated 
the  apartment  to  be,  it  was  but  imperfectly  illu- 
minated by  lamps,  candles,  ship-lantems,  and  a 
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variety  of  other  candelabra,  which  tetred  to 
a  diiftky  fight  tiptm  the  Aoot,  Md  tiiMb  the 
df  merchattdize  ahd  misofelklieoUs  aitidfei 
Were  beap^  around ;  ftome  of  thefil  stn 
the  Wintet>;  some,  goods  destined  fbif  ei 
tion ;  some  the  tribute  of  NeptUh^,  (Mod 
topence  of  ship-wrecked  vessels,  wfadMi  i 
were  unknown ;  sbme,  articles  of  bartei^  ft 
by  the  proprietor,  who,  like  most  oCheM 
period,  was  somewhat  of  a  merchant  as  w< 
landholder,  in  exchange  for  the  fish,  ail^ 
articles,  the  produce  of  his  estate.  All 
with  the  chests,  boxes,  and  bales,  which  ti 
ed  them,  had  been  drawn  aside,  and  jSh 
above  the  other,  ih  order  to  give  robm  1 
dancers.  Who,  light  aiid  lively  as  if  they  had 
pied  the  liaost  splendid  saloon  in  the  parisl 
James\  executed  their  national  dances  witt 
grace  atid  activity. 

The  groupe  of  old  men  who  looked  bH 
no  iiieotisiderable  resemblance  to  a  party  o 
trihHiS)  engaged  in  beholding  the  spcnrta 
^ea-nytnphs ;  such  a  hard  look  had  most  d 
iu^^uircd  by  contending  with  the  elettlettt 
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mmvdi  did  the  ntmggy  htix  fui4  be^df^  "^hifik 
nMijr  of  tbem  culdvated  after  the  md^t  Norw^ 
0an  AlshioD,  give  their  heflds  (he  cbi^:act^  pf  thes^ 
^ffotoi  i^itives  of  the  deep.  TheyomngpaofAe, 
« t^otfaer  h^dy  were  uncoQunoiily  hapdaome^ 
t|lli  pFoU^m^de,  #jq4  shapely ;  the  men  with  lopg 
JWr  ijnir,  ^ndy  imtU  broken  by  the  weather,  a  fr^ 
rpddy  ^ompL^jdat^  which,  in  the  femalfi?,  yrfis 
Klfiipaad  ipip  a  bl^om  of  infinite  f]eliq9cy.  T^Pf 
uimti  good  «wr  for  music  qu^lifi^d  tbem  to  ^en 
fiond  to  the  utmost  the  exertions  of  a  baad^  whoie 
itaaiBtt  were  by  no  means  coQteniptible  ^  while 
tie  djers,  who  atood  around  or  sat  quiet  upaji^ 
ti|e#)d  4pa-che8tSy  which  served  for  chairs,  critir 
md  tjjpe  dancers,  as  they  compared  their  exjecxjir 
tioD  iritb  thdr  own  exertions  in  former  days ;  or^ 
vanaad  by  the  eup  and  flagon,  which  cpntinuecji 
to  cuculate  among  them,  anapped  their  fingers^ 
and  heat  Ume  with  their  feet  to  the  music 

Uord^unt  looked  upon  this  scene  of  univers^ 
I9urth  with  the  piunf  ul  recollection,  that  he,  thruaf^ 
•nde  from  his  pre-eminence,  no  longer  exenci^ 
4ie  ipippprtaat  duties  .of  chief  of  the  4anQer9,  or 
f4(0e  mf  Iciad^  of  the  i^e vela,  iwhiph  )^  Ji)C^  Hf- 
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signed  to  the  stranger  Cle¥e1and.  Anxious,  bow* 
ever,  to  suppress  the  feelings  of  his  own  dissp- 
pointment,  which  he  felt  it  was  neither  wise  to 
entertain  nor  manly  to  display,  he  appitMched 
his  fair  neighbours,  to  whom  he  had  been  so 
acceptable  at  table,  with  the  purpose  of  inviting 
one  of  them  to  become  his  partner  in  the  danoe. 
But  the  awfully  ancient  old  lady,  even  the  Lady 
Glowrowrum,  who  had  only  tolerated  the  exu- 
berance of  her  meces^  mirth  during  the  time  of 
dinner,  because  her  situation  rendered  it  then 
impossible  for  her  to  interfere,  was  not  disposed 
to  permit  the  apprehended  renewal  of  the  inti- 
macy implied  in  Mertoun^s  invitation.  She  there- 
fore took  upon  herself,  in  the  name  of  her  two 
nieces,  who  sat  pouting  beside  her  in  displeased 
nlence,  to  inform  Mordaunt,  after  thanking  him 
for  his  civility,  that  the  hands  of  her  nieces  were 
engaged  for  that  evening ;  and,  as  he  continued 
to  watch  the  party  at  a  little  distance,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  convinced  that  the  alleged 
engagement  was  a  mere  apology  to  get  rid  of 
him,  when  he  saw  the  two  good-humoured  usters 
]ciQ  the  danoe,  under  the  auspces  of  the  next 
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yooDg  men  who  asked  their  handg.  Incensed 
at  80  marked  a  slight,  and  unwilling  to  expose 
lumself  to  another,  Mordaunt  Mertoun  drew 
Uek  from  the  circle  of  dancers,  shrouded  him- 
self amongst  the  mass  of  inferior  persons  who 
crowded  into  the  bottom  of  the  room  as  specta- 
ton,  and  there,  concealed  from  the  observaUon 
of  others^  digested  his  own  mortification  as  well 
IS  he  oould,  (that  is  to  say,  very  ill,)  and  with  all 
the  philosophy  of  his  age— that  is  to  say,  with 
none  at  idl. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


A  tmA  for  me— kt  wuIods,  light  of  heut, 
TicUe  the  osciai  nuhet  wHh  &eir  hecSs ; 

ni  he  a  candle-halder,  and  look  on. 


Ths  youth,  says  the  moralist  Johnson, 
not  for  the  boy^s  hobby-horse,  nor  the  man  for 
the  youth^s  mistress;  and  therefore  the  distress  of 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  when  excluded  from  the 
merry  dance,  may  seem  trifling  to  many  of  my 
readers,  who  would,  nevertheless,  think  they  did 
well  to  be  angry  if  deposed  from  their  usual 
place  in  an  assembly  of  a  different  kind.  There 
lacked  not  amusement,  however,  for  those  whom 
the  dance  did  not  suit,  or  who  were  not  happy 
enough  to  find  a  partner  to  their  liking.  Halcro, 
now  completely  in  his  element,  had  assembled 
around  him  an  audience,  to  whom  he  was  de- 
claiming his  poetry  with  all  the  enthunasm  of 
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giorioas  Jobii  hunadf,  and  leoeiying  in  return  tlie 

ttoal  degree  of  iqpplauie  dlowed  to  minstrels  w1h> 

note  their  own  rhymes — so  long  at  least  as  the  au- 

tbor  is  within  hearing  of  the  criticism.    Halcro^s 

poetry  might  indeed  haye  mterested  die  antiquary 

it  %ell  as  the  admirer  of  the  Muses,  for  several 

cf  his  pieces  were  translations  or  imitations  from 

Ae  Scaldic  sages,  which  continued  to  be  sung  by 

the  fishermen  of  these  islands  eyen  until  a  very 

hte  period ;  insomuch,  that  when  GTay''s  poems 

first  found  thor  way  to  Orkney,  the  old  people 

recognized  at  once,  in  the  ode  of  the  ^^  Fatal 

Sisters,^  the  Runic  rhimes  which  had  amused  or 

Mfied  their  infancy  under  the  title  of  the  Ma- 

giciaiis,  and  which  the  fishers  of  North  Ronaldsha, 

iod  other  remote  isles,  used  still  to  sing  when 

itked  for  a  Norse  ditty. 

Half-listening,  half-lost  in  his  own  reflections, 
Hordaunt  Mertonn  stood  near  the  door  of  the 
^Jwtment,  and  in  the  outer  ring  of  the  little  cir- 
^  formed  around  old  Halcro,  while  the  bard 
^itunted  to  a  low,  wild,  monotonous  air,  varied 
^7  by  the  efforts  of  the  singer  to  ^ve  interest 
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and  emphasis  to  particular  passages,  the  follow 
ing  imitation  of  a  Northern  war-song. 


The  son  is  rising  dimly  rod. 
The  wind  is  wailing  low  and  dread  ; 
From  his  cEff  the  eagle  sallies, 
LeaTes  the  wolf  his  darksome  vallies ; 
In  the  mist  the  rarens  hover. 
Peep  the  wild  dogs  from  the  coyer. 
Screaming,  croaking,  baying,  yelling. 
Each  in  his  wild  accents  telling, 
"  Soon  we  feast  on  dead  and  dying, 
Fair-hair'd  Harold's  flag  is  flying/' 

Many  a  crest  on  air  is  streaming. 
Many  a  helmet  darkly  gleaming. 
Many  an  arm  the  axe  uprears. 
Doomed  to  hew  the  wood  of  spears. 
All  along  the  crowded  ranks. 
Horses  neigh  and  armour  clanks ; 
Chiefs  are  shouting,  clarions  ringing. 
Louder  still  the  bard  is  singing. 
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ti 


Gtther  footmen,  gather  horaemeDy 
To  the  field,  ye  Taliant  Nononen ! 

"  Halt  ye  not  for  food  or  slumber. 
View  not  vantage,  count  not  number  ; 
Jolly  reapers,  forward  still. 
Grow  the  crop  on  vale  oar  hill. 
Thick  or  scatter'd,  stiff  or  lithe. 
It  shall  down  before  the  scythe. 
Forward  with  your  sickles  bright. 
Reap  the  hairest  of  the  fight — 
Onward  fbotmen,  onward  horsemen. 
To  the  charge,  ye  gallant  Norsemen ! 

**  Fatal  chuser  of  the  slaughter. 

O'er  you  hoTers  Odin's  daughter  ; 

Hear  the  choice  she  spreads  before  ye, — 

Victory,  and  wealth,  and  ^ory  ; 

Or  old  Valhalla's  roaring  hail. 

Her  eTer-dbrding  mead  and  ale. 

Where  for  eternity  unite 

The  joys  of  wassail  and  of  fight. 

Headlong  forward,  foot  and  horsemen. 

Charge  and  fight,  and  die  like  Norsemen  !"«- 

^  The  poor  unhappy  blinded  heathens  !^  said 
Tiiptolemus,  with  a  sigh  deep  enough  for  a 
pom ;   <<  they  speak  of  their  eternal  cups  of 
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li^iiig  and  Bougfaiiig  awaMn  praise  of  such  bkx)d- 
^imlj  dcingBj  Master  Claud  Hakra^ 

**  It  is  a  hertsy,'^  said  the  animated  little  poet, 
hfidfiag  and  drawing  himself  up,  as  if  the  whole 
defence  of  the  Orcadian  Archipelago  rested  on 
lii  ttfigle  arm— ^*  It  is  a  heresy  so  much  as  to 
ittie  ooe^s  naCiTe  country,  if  a  man  is  not  prepa* 
iriidiett  and  how  to  defend  himself— 4ty,  and  to 
muj  another.  The  tioM  has  been,  that  if  we 
Made  not  good  ale  and  aquavit^e,  we  knew  well 
iBboofjii  whe«  to  find  thai  which  was  ready  made 
tD  oar  hand ;  but  now  the  descendants  of  Sea- 
b^  and  Champions,  and  Berserkars,  are  be- 
Mie  as  incapable  of  using  their  swords,  as  if  they 
^*tte  so  many  women.  Ye  may  praise  them  for 
istitnigpull  on  an  oer,  or  a  sure  foot  on  a  sker- 
ly  i  but  what  else  could  glorious  John  himself  say 
<'ye,  my  good  Hialtlanders,  that  any  man  would 
Jbtaitor 

''  Spoken  like  an  angel,  most  noble  poet,'^  said 
Cletriand,  who,  during  an  interval  of  the  dance, 
^^ooi  near  the  party  in  which  this  conversation 
^  heU.  <<  The  old  champion^  you  talked  to 
^  «bont  yesliermght;  were  the  men  to  make  a 
half  riiig^^gidlant  felk>ws,  ^t  were  friends  to 


7^  T^fta 

<<ixnM««u  ^woc  cizjawr  cKwgh;  but  if  it 

isfivat 
bctterftL 

T^ftu  lu  .iiMft  >w^  air  OIK  coMtfl  oill  their  Ml 
ikM  jk;«&^  *x  vnn^  ifear  #«..  null  ni  tkqf  dwdt 
.'•ti'uv  ttu«.s  ^MC  j£  s^jK  «c  c&e  bkiie  »i.  Why, 
JK:«  itaa  ^juouc  pnjieci  poc  sp  oi  ev«ij  chmdi 
tt  ^uftr^«  "w  <kd«icmaw  £ra«i  the  ire  of  lbs 
V,xni«ia2^  I X  ?raiic«  jo&i  Enyand,  mj  and  ia 
Svuouu  :iAf%  :lrc  «  n^  .k  aej  bold  cbeir  beads 
ji/^*a-uift  s^  jjiin*  «;»  anc  A  bttj  or  a  baTcn,  bol 
:i  -H^^ihs^i:  ;i/  .lur  ix^scidfeecsibaBioibepoord^ 
^•i:s  w'  -jiftc^ei^;  JiKi  auw  ve  cananl,  fcfaooth»  m 
mucix  j:>  ^r^  our  >:«a  bttrjej  widKNit  Scots  he^ 
<— v!i«»^  jk:  oartK^i  a  sansisQc  ^Unce  at  tbe  &o» 
^(.T ^ — I  vctild  I  aiiv  ;b«>  dme  vi*  were  to  iinaiiirci 
4rtits  wtcii  utiflu  JicauL** 

*"  S{Mea  like  j&  ben>  once  jgain,'*  said  Clere* 
land. 

^  Ah  !"*  owdouied  tbe  little  bard,  ^*  I  woubi 
it  wef«  pofisibie  to  see  our  bariu,  once  tbe  water- 
dfagoDs  of  the  worid,  swinumiig  with  tbe  black- 
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SUmdard  waving  at  the  topmast,  and  their 
ietkB  glimmering  with  arms,  instead  of  being 
hoped  up  with  stock-fish— -winning  with  our 
flBBrkn  hands  what  the  niggard  soil  denies— 
p^jing  back  all  old  scorn  and  modem  injury— 
Mfing  where  we  never  sowed,  and  felling  what 
It  never  planted— living  and  laughing  through 
Ik  world,  and  smiling  when  we  were  sunmioned 
loqiiitit.^ 

So  npoke  Claud  Halcro,  in  no  serious,  or  at 
least  most  certainly  in  no  sober  mood,  his  brain 
(never  the  most  stable)  whizzing  under  the  in- 
flueaoe  of  fifty  well-remembered  sagas,  besides 
five  bumpers  of  usquebaugh  and  brandy  ;  and 
Clevdand,  between  jest  and  earnest,  clapped  him 
Oft  theahoulder,  and  again  repeated,  "  Spoke  like 
abero."* 

'^  Spoke  like  a  fool,  I  think,^  ssdd  Magnus 
Troil,  whose  attenuon  had  been  also  attracted  by 
4e  vdiemence  of  the  little  bard—"  where  would 
7<Mi  cruize  upon,  or  agiunst  whom  ?— we  are  all 
'u^jects  of  one  realm,  I  trow,  and  I  would  have 
J^  to  remember,  that  your  voyage  may  bring 
''P&t  Execution-dock.— I  like  not  the  Scots— no 
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gd  it— we  had  been  hard  put  to  it  for  victuah 
viiit  would  I  have  given  for  a  luncheon  of  Burgh 
Wettra  beef— -ay,  or  a  mess  of  sour  sillocks  ?— • 
Wben  our  Highlandmen  brought  in  a  dainty 
dioreof  kyloes,  much  ceremony  there  was  not,  for 
we  ahot  and  felled,  and  flayed  and  roasted,  and 
iMikd,  as  it  came  to  every  man^s  hand ;  till  when, 
jfMl  idien  our  beards  were  at  the  greasiest,  we 
hmd  God  preserve  us— a  tramp  of  horse,  then 
tn  or  three  drapping  shots,— then  came  a  full 
>iboy— and  then,  when  the  officers  crying  on  us 
toitttid,  and  midst  of  us  were  looking  which  way 
^  might  run  away,  down  they  broke,  horse  and 
fcot,  with  old  John  Urry,  or  Hurry,  or  whatever 
tfaej  called  him — he  hurried  us  that  day,  and 
worried  us  to  boot>--and  we  began  to  fall  as  thick 
H  the  stots  that  we  were  felling  five  minutes  be- 
fere." 

^  And  Montrose,^  said  the  soft  voice  of  the 
graceful  Minna ;  ^^  what  came  of  Montrose,  or 
how  looked  he  T 

**  Like  a  lion  with  the  hunters  before  him,^ 
otwered  the  old  gentleman  ;  **  but  I  looked  not 
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at  all;  and  tbey  hanged  him,  poor  man,  and  as 

for  OK 


vt 


*^  I  trust  in  Heaven  they  fioggied  and  pickled 
you,^  said  Cleveland,  worn  out  of  patience  with 
tk  duU  narrative  of  the  peaceful  Zetlander^s 
poltroonery,  of  which  he  seemed  so  wondrous 
Httle  ashamed. 

^  Flog  horses,  and  pickle  beef,^  said  Magnus. 
'*  Why,  you  have  not  the  vanity  to  think,  that, 
with  alt  your  quarter-deck  sirs,  you  will  make 
poor  old  neighbour  Haagcn  ashamed  that  he  was 
M  kilied  some  scores  of  years  since  ?  You  have 
looked  on  death  yourself,  my  doughty  young 
friend,  but  it  was  with  the  eyes  of  a  young  man 
who  wishes  to  be  thought  of ;  but  we  are  a  peace- 
ful people,— -peaceful,  that  is,  as  long  as  any  one 
dioald  be  peaceful,  and  that  is  till  some  one  has 
the  impudence  to  wrong  us,  or  our  neighbours ; 
and  then,  perhaps,  they  may  not  find  our  north- 
ern blood  much  cooler  in  our  veins  than  was 
that  of  the  old  Scandinavians  that  gave  us  our 
Barnes  and  lineage.— Get  ye  along,  get  yc  along 
CO  the  sword-dance,  that  the  strangers  that  are 
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i|^  IIS  may  sec  that  oar  hands  and  our  wea- 
m»  are  not  altogether  strangers.^ 

A  doKn  cutlasses,  sdected  hastily  from  an  old 
.Ml  chi'Jl,  and  whose  rasted  hue  bespoke  how 
s^Umi  dicj  left  die  sheath,  armed  the  same 
of  jooDg  Zedandersy  with  whom  min- 
«  laiidfiKjIcd  by  Minna  Troil;  and  the 
wtBtMBtaw  eooimeneed  a  tune  appro* 
)i^  dkr  asKseHt  Xcrwcgian  war-danoe,  the 
;.>iitiiUCMK  of  whadh  aie  perfuqps  stiH  practised  in 


rW  irst  BWWBcat  was  gTMefbl  and  majestic^ 
:bir  wts^  hotfSfli^  their  swofds  erect,  and  witb- 
.MC^wacit  j^aiDire;  b«c  dietmie,  and  theoorre- 
^^IMMi^nNkiKcif  tfedaeersy  became  gradu- 
ail>  aMce  a»i  HKce  rapid,*— they  dadied  their 
$si^Mk  ^f^fMc«  m  asnamfed  tune^  with  a  spirit 
% W6  ^jscnr  t&iif  «»rase  ad»geroas  iqppeanuMx  in 
^"  <^  %ic' tW  spiKtaksr*  tlKwgb  the  firmness,  jus- 
IK>\  attil  ;KMracv«  wiih  which  the  dancers  kept 
iPiiK^  %Hifc  t^  ;ia^?fceafthar  weapons,  did,  in  truth, 
^t«MMK^  )^  :M&or^   TW  SKxt  ai^rular  part  of  the 
^x^ft^feiK'tt  w«iL  ^  owun^  eadiibited  by 
)^H[l^ir^mrk  wtik^  ft>w^  sttnounded  bv  the  swords* 
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oieo,  seemed  like  the  Sabine  maidens  in  the  hancb 
of  their  Roman  lovers;  now,  moving  under  the 
^of  sted  which  the  young  men  had  formed,  by 
cnmiog  Asir  weapons  over  the  heads  of  their 
ftir  partners,  resembled  the  band  of  Amazons 
when  they  first  joined  in  the  Pyrrhic  dance  with 
the  fidlowers  of  Theseus.    But  by  far  the  most 
Mriting  and  appropriate  figure  was  that  of  Min- 
is Tfoil,  whom  Halcro  had  long  anoe  entitled 
the  Queen  of  Swords,  and  who,  indeed,  moved 
midst  the  swordsmen  with  an  air  which  seemed 
to  hcdd  aH  the -drawn  Uades  as  the  proper  accom- 
psniment  of  her  person,  and  the  implements  of 
her  pleasure.   And  when  the  mazes  of  the  dance 
became  more  intricate,  when  the  dose  and  conti- 
Buous  dash  of  the  weiqions  made  some  of  her 
companions  shrink,  and  shew  signs  of  fear,  her 
dieek,  her  lip,  and  her  eye,  seemed  rather  to 
annrHincp,  that,  at  the  moment  when  the  weapons 
flashed  fiutest,  and  rung  sharpest  around  her,  she 
was  most  completely  self-possessed,  and  in  her 
omn  elem^it.    Last  of  all,  when  the  mu^c  had 
oeased,  and  she  remained  for  an  instant  upon  the 
floor  by  herself,  as  the  rule  of  the  dance  required, 


vliD  depvted  fkom 
ibe  txainof 


Her  own  look 


^    *«   :X 

%N  .K«  Mnw»>v  HbLitfwinf  3iam>>qK  Might ol»> 
^«*v  x>Mk  s.^A«^Nuir  «jb3mmil  9^  lilflUHfs  ear. 
4«i^    (>M   v«   Ax3  xsi«^  "vfei^  .KOMftpaBied  with 

^tvN*v>  t^oAkV^kML  ^  "v^iiic  3K  cbKTwd,  Ibr  he 
V iv^  ^'  u«Kv\  H^tdrittk'ucf  ^oL  JiKLi  vidk  vhtt  cqua- 
•uUmV;^  j»f^  M^i&.xvikv  ^'  «;»  «t  ;he  ctetoai  of 
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^  whidi  her  beauty  and  her  atitation  rendered 
^  suftciently  familiar. 

^Can  it  be  poanUe  she  really  loTes  this  stran- 
ger ?"  was  the  an[dea8ant  thought  that  instantly 
Aot  across  Mordaunt^s  mind ; — **  And  if  she 
^  what  is  my  interest  in  the  matter  ?**  was  the 
Mad;  and  which  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
nfleetkm,  that,  thoi^  he  claimed  no  interest  at 
ttj  time  but  as  a  fiiend,  and  though  that  inte- 
itrt  was  now  withdrawn,  he  was  still,  in  conai- 
doation  of  their  former  intimacy,  entitled  both 
to  be  sorry  and  angry  at  bar  for  throwing  away 
kr  affecdoDS  on  one  he  judged  unworthy  <^  her. 
b  tUs  process  of  reasoning-,  it  is  probable  that  a 
bde  mortified  yani^,  or  some  indescribable  shade 
of  selfish  regret,  nught  be  endeavouring  to  assume 
the  disguise  of  disinterested  generoaty ;  but  there 
is  so  raudi  <^  base  alloy  in  our  very  best  (unas- 
■sCed)  thoughts,  that  it  is  melandioly  work  to  en. 
ticiae  too  closdy  the  motives  of  our  most  worthy 
actions;  at  least  we  would  recommend  to  every 
one  to  let  those  of  his  neighbours  pass  current, 
however  narrowly  he  may  examine  the  punty  of 
his  own. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


-M  J  mind  mi^Tei, 
Some  eooseqiMnoe,  yet  hanging  in  the  ftan, 
Shan  bitteil J  begin  his  feaifiil  date 
With  this  n^t'f  ie?ela. 

Romeo  amd  JmUcL 


Thb  new  comers  were,  according  to  the  fre- 
^peat  custom  of  such  frolickers  all  over  the  world, 
Agnised  in  a  sort  of  masking  habits,  and  de- 
Sgoed  to  represent  the  Tritons  and  Mermaids, 
vkh  whom  ancient  tradition  and  popular  belief 
liii  peopled  the  northern  seas.  The  former,  call- 
ed by  Zetlanders  of  that  time,  Shoupeltins,  were 
iqxesented  by  young  men  grotesquely  habited, 
with  false  hair  and  beards,  made  of  flax,  and 
dia{det8  composed  of  sea-ware  interwoven  mth 
didls,  and  other  marine  productions,  with  which 
aiao  were  decorated  their  light-blue  or  greenish 
mantles  of  wadmaal,  a  coarse  cloth  of  domestic 
manufacture.     They  had  fish-spears,  and  other 
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tiHL  We  do  not  indeed  pretend  to  aver,  that 
aj  of  these  aeenung  Mermaids  had  so  accurately 
iailated  the  real  qrren,  as  commentators  haire 
«|faied  those  attendant  on  Cleopatra  did,  who, 
idopdng  the  fishes  train  of  their  original,  were 
Hej  nevertheless,  to  make  their  ^^  bends,^  or 
^  ends,^  (said  commentators  cannot  tdl  which,) 
'^  adanings.^  *  Indeed,  had  they  not  left  their 
otanities  in  theb  natural  state,  it  would  have 
hen  imposnble  for  the  Zetland  syrens  to  have 
oecnted  the  very  pretty  dance  with  which  they 
levnded  the  company,  for  the  ready  admission 
vlucfa  had  been  granted  to  them. 

It  was  soon  discovered,  that  these  maskers 

were  no  strangers,  but  a  part  of  the  company, 

wiio^  stealing  out  a  little  time  before,  had  thus 

diiguised  themselves,  in  order  to  give  variety  to 

the  nurth  of  the  evemng.    The  muse  of  Claud 

Halcro,  always  active  on  such  occaMons,  had 

8up{£ed  them  with  an  appropriate  song,  of  which 

we  may  give  the  following  specimen.     The  song 

*  See  some  admirable  disciiwann  on  this  passage^  in  the 
Varionmi  Shakcmyaap 
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was  alternate  betwixt  a  Nerdd  or  Mermaid,  and 
a  Merman  or  Triton—the  males  and  females  on 
either  part  forming  a  semi-ehoms,  which  aooam- 
panied  and  bore  burthen  to  the  pnadpal  nnger. 

I. 

MEEMAID. 

Fathoms  deep  beneath  the  wave. 

Stringing  beads  of  glistering  pearl. 
Singing  the  achieyementa  brave 

Of  many  an  old  Norwegian  earl ; 
Dwelling  where  the  tempest's  raving 

Falls  as  light  upon  our  ear. 
As  the  sigh  of  lover,  craving 

Pity  from  his  lady  dear. 
Children  of  wild  Thnle,  we. 
From  the  deep  caves  of  the  sea. 
As  the  lark  springs  from  the  lea. 
Hither  come,  to  share  your  glee. 

IL 

MEBHAN. 

From  reining  of  the  water-horse. 
That  bounded  till  the  waves  were  foaming. 

Watching  the  infant  tempest's  course. 
Chasing  the  sea-snake  in  his  roaming : 
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From  windiiig  diaige-notes  on  the  shell. 

When  the  huge  ¥rhale  and  sword-fish  duel^ 
Or  tolling  shroadlesB  seamen's  knell. 

When  the  winds  and  wayes  are  cmel ; 
Children  of  wild  Thnle,  we 
Haye  plough'd  sueh  furrows  on  the  sea. 
As  the  steer  draws  on  the  lea. 
And  hither  we  eome  to  share  yoor  glee. 

III. 

MERMAIDS  AND  MERMEX. 

We  heard  yon  in  omr  twilight  cayes, 

A  hundred  &thom  deep  helow. 
For  notes  of  joy  ean  pierce  the  waves. 

That  drown  eadi  sound  of  war  and  woe. 
Those  who  dwell  beneath  the  sea 

Lore  the  sons  of  Thule  well ; 
Thus  to  aid  your  mirth,  bring  we 

Dance,  and  sOng,  and  sounding  shell. 
Children  of  dark  Thule,  know. 
Those  who  dwell  by  haaf  and  voe. 
Where  your  daring  shallops  row. 
Come  to  share  the  festal  show. 

The  final  chorus  was  borne  by  the  whole  voices, 
^oepting  those  carrying  the  conch-shells,  who 
1^  been  trained  to  blow  them  in  a  sort  of  rude 
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accompaniment,  which  had  a  good  effect.  The 
poetry,  as  well  as  the  performance  of  the  maskers, 
received  great  applause  from  all  who  pretended 
to  be  judges  of  such  matters;  but  above  all, 
from  Triptolemus  Ydlowlcy,  who,  his  ear  having 
caught  the  agricultural  sounds  of  plough  and  fur- 
row, and  his  brain  being  so  well  drenched,  that  it 
cpuld  only  construe  the  words  in  their  most  literal 
acceptation,  declared  roundly,  and  called  Mor- 
daunt  to  bear  witness,  that  though  it  was  a  shame 
to  waste  as  much  good  lint  as  went  to  form  the 
Tritons^  beards  and  periwigs^  that  the  song  con- 
tained the  only  words  of  common  sense  which  be 
.had  heard  all  that  long  day. 

But  Mordaunt  had  no  time  to  answer  the  ap- 
peal,  being  engaged  in  attending  with  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  the  motions  of  one  of  the  female 
maskers,  who  had  given  him  a  private  signal  as 
they  entered,  which  induced  him,  though  uncer- 
tain who  she  might  prove  to  be,  to  expect  some 
communication  from  her  of  importance.  The 
syren  who  had  so  boldly  touched  his  arm^  and 
had  accompanied  the  gesture  with  an  expres- 
sion of  eye  which  bespoke  his  attention,  was  dis- 
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goised  witb  agood  deal  more  care  than  her  sbter- 
inaskersy  her  maDtle  bdng  loose,  and  wide  enough 
to  conceal  her  shape  completely,  and  her  face 
ludden  heneath  a  silk  mask.    He  observed  that 
ahe  gnduallj  detached  herself  from  the  rest  of 
die  maskers,  and  at  length  placed  herself,  as  if 
fir  the  advantage  of  the  air,  near  the  door  of  a 
dttmber  which  remained  c^n,  looked  eamest- 
Ijathim  again,  and  then  taking  an  opportunity, 
vben  the  attention  of  the  company  was  fixed  up- 
OB  the  rest  of  her  party,  she  left  the  apartment. 
MordauDt  did  not  hesitate  instantly  to  fpUow 
his  mysterious  guide,  for  such  we  may  term  the 
masker,  as  she  paused  to  let  him  see  the  direc- 
tion she  was  about  to  take,  and  then  walked  swift- 
ly towards  the  shore  of  the  voe  or  salt-water 
lake,  now  lying  full  before  them,  its  small  sum- 
mer-waves glistening  and  rippling  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  broad  moonlight,  which,  added  to 
the  strong  twilight  of  these  regions  during  the 
summer  solstice,  left  no  reason  to  regret  the^'ab- 
aence  of  the  sun,  the  path  of  whose  setting  was 
still  viable  on  the  waves  of  the  west,  while  the 
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tier  die  lirvai  ^'  Aaipfizcnc«*5<&s(4eflBure»  hastan- 
mc  to  reieain  her  mchrv  eksMiit.     Since  it 
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nol  Nonia,  it  oould  be  only,  he  thoaght,  Brendo, 
wbo  tbuB  singled  him  out ;  and  when  she  had 
Wedherself  upon  the  bench,  and  taken  the  mask 
fimn  her  face,  Brenda  it  accordingly  proved  to  be. 
Moriannt  had  cert^nly  done  nothing  to  make 
ton  dread  her  presence ;  and  yet,  such  is  the  in- 
fluenoe  of  bashfulness  over  the  ingenuous  youth 
of  both  sexes,  that  he  experienced  all  the  embar- 
ilHoicnt  of  one  who  finds  himself  unexpectedly 
pkoed  before  a  person  who  is  justly  offended 
with  him.     Brenda  felt  no  less  embarrassment ; 
bat  aa  she  had  courted  this  interview,  and  was 
^fw«M^  it  must  be  a  brief  one,  she  was  compel- 
led, in  spite  of  herself,  to  beg'm  the  conversation. 
^  Mordaunt,^  she  said,  with  a  hesitating  vmce ; 
then  correcting  herself,  she  proceeded — ^'  You 
ouut  be  surprised,  Mr  Mertoun,  that  I  should 
hare  taken  this  uncommon  freedom."" 

^  It  was  not  till  this  morning,  Brenda,^  re- 
plied Mordaunt,  *^  that  any  mark  of  friendship 
or  intimacy  from  you  or  from  your  sister  could 
have  surprised  roe.  I  am  far  more  astonished  that 
you  should  shun  me  without  reason  for  so  many 

VOL.  II.  D 
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hours,  dian  that  you  should  now  allow  me  an 
interview.  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  Brenda,  in 
what  have  I  offended  you  ?  or  why  are  we  on 
these  unusual  terms  ?^ 

^^  May  it  not  be  enough  to  say,^  replied  Bven- 
da,  looking  downward^  **  that  it  is  my  father's 
pleasure  ?^ 

^^  No,  it  is  not  enough,^  returned  Mertoun. 
^*  Your  father  cannot  have  so  suddenly  altered 
his  whole  thoughts  of  me,  and  his  whole  actioiis 
towards  me,  without  acting  under  the  influence 
of  some  strong  deluinon.  I  ask  you  but  to  ex- 
plain of  what  nature  it  is ;  for  I  will  be  content- 
ed to  be  lower  in  your  esteem  than  the  meanest 
hind  in  these  islands,  if  I  cannot  shew  that  hb 
change  of  opinion  is  only  grounded  upon  some  in- 
famous deception,  or  some  extraordinary  mis- 
take." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Brenda— **  I  hope  it  is 
so— -that  I  do  hope  it  is  so,  my  desire  to  see  you 
thus  in  private  may  well  prove  to  you.  But  it  is 
difficult— in  short,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  ex- 
plain to  you  the  cause  of  my  father^s  resentment. 
Noma  has  spoken  with  him  concerning  it  bddly. 
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tod  I  fear  they  parted  in  displeasure ;  and  you 
veil  know  no  light  matter  could  cause  that.^ 

**  I  have  observed,^  said  Mordaunt,  *^  that 
jour  father  is  most  attentive  to  Noma's  counsel, 
ami  more  oomplaisant  to  her  peculiarities  than  to 
dioie  of  others— 4his  I  have  observed,  though  he 
ii  DO  willing  believer  m  the  supernatural  qualities 
Id  which  she  lays  claim.^ 

^  Tliey  are  related  (Ustandy,^  answered  Bren- 
da,  ^  and  were  friends  in  youth««-4]ay,  as  I  have 
heard,  it  was  once  supposed  they  would  have  been 
named ;  but  Norna'^s  peculiarities  shewed  them- 
selves immediately  on  her  father^s  death,  and 
there  was  an  end  of  that  matter,  if  ever  there  was 
any  tlung  in  it.     But  it  is  certain  my  father  re- 
gards her  with  much  interest ;  and  it  is,  I  fear, 
a  ngn  how  deeply  his  prejudices  respecting  you 
must  be  rooted,  since  they  have  in  some  degree 
quarrelled  on  your  account.^ 

^  Now,  blessings  upon  you,  Brenda,  that  you 
have  called  them  prejudices,^  said  Mertoun, 
warmly  and  hastily— ^^  a  thousand  blessings  on 
joa !  You  were  ever  gentle-hearted-^you  could 
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not  have  maintained  even  the  Bhew  of  unkindness 
loDg.^ 

<*  It  was  indeed  but  a  shew,^  said  Breiida, 
softening  gradiudly  into  the  familiar  tone  in  which 
they  had  Conversed  from  infancy ;  **  I  could  ne- 
ver think,  Mordaunt^-^never,  that  is^  seriously 
believe,  that  you  could  say  aught  unkind  of  Min- 
na or  of  me.'' 

*^  And  who  dares  to  say  I  have  f**  said  Mor- 
daunt,  giving  way  to  the  natural  impetuouty  of 
his  dispodtion— ^'  Who  dares  to  say  that  I  have, 
and  ventures  at  the  same  time  to  hope  that  I  will 
suffer  his  tongue  to  remain  in  safety  betwixt  his 
jaws  ?  By  Sunt  Magnus  the  Martyr,  I  will  feed 
the  hawks  with  it  T 

^^  Nay,  now,''  said  Brenda,  '^  your  anger  only 
terrifies  me,  and  will  force  me  to  leave  you.^ 

'^  Leave  mc,"  S£ud  he,  '<  vrithout  telling  me 
either  the  calumny,  or  the  name  of  the  villainous 
calumniator !" 

^^  O,  there  arc  more  than  one,"  answered  Bren- 
da, ^'  that  have  possessed  my  father  with  an  opi- 
nion—which I  cannot  myself  tell  you-»but  there 
are  more  than  one  who  say- 
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^  Were  they  hundreds,  Brenda,  I  will  do  no 
less  to  them  than  I  have  siud— -Sacred  martyr !— * 
totocnae  me  of  Bpeakmg  unkindly  of  those  whom 
I  most  respected  and  valued  under  Heaven—I 
«3I  bick  to  the  apartment  this  instant,  and  your 
&tlier  shall  do  me  nght  before  all  the  world.^ 

^  Do  not  go,  fi>r  the  love  of  Heaven  !^  said 
Bkvnda ;  **  do  not  go,  as  you  would  not  render 
■e  the  most  unhappy  wretch  in  the  world.^ 

**  Tell  me  then,  at  least,  if  I  guess  aright,^ 
ind  Mordaunt,  ^'  when  I  name  this  Cleveland 
br  one  of  those  who  have  slandered  me  ?^ 

•*  No,  no,**  said  Brenda,  vehemently,  **  you  run 
Cmn  one  error  into  another  more  dangerous. 
You  say  you  are  my  friend ; — I  am  willing  to  be 
yours  :«-be  but  still  for  a  moment,  and  hear  what 
I  have  to  say ;— our  interview  has  lasted  but  too 
kx^  already,  and  every  addiUonal  moment  brings 
additional  .danger  with  it.*^ 

<<  Tell  me  then,^  said  Mertoun,  much  soften- 
ed by  the  poor  girPs  extreme  apprehension  and 
distress,  '^  what  it  is  that  you  require  of  me,  and, 
believe  me,  it  is  impos^ble  for  you  to  ask  aught 
that  I  Will  not  do  my  very  uttermost  to  comply 
with." 
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*^  Well  then,— this  Captain,'*  said  Braida 
-  xl»  Oevtlaiid ^ 


*^  I  kaev  ity  bj  Heaven  T  said  Mordaont; 

■rr  miod  aamred  me  diat  that  feUow  was,  is 
^rar  or  other,  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  nii» 
Aittmti  misuDderstandiiig/* 

^  If  yptt  cannot  be  alcnt,  and  patient,  for  an 
jnia—L^  Rpfied  Brmda,  <*  I  must  instantly  qnit 
vac:  ^i4at  I  meant  to  say  had  no  rektion  to 
]Mia,  faai  aa  another, — in  one  vord,  to  my  sister 
Mm^  I  hnv  nothing  to  say  axiceming  her 
ihs&Zii-^  vt  rn3«  but  an  anxious  tale  to  tell  con- 
c^rvn^  hii^  aincaiiao  to  her.*" 

"^  I;  s  «Anrioi»«  sciikii^,  and  marked,**  said 
IKvPi^HQCffC;  ^  jcnL  unless  my  eyes  deceive  me,  it 
V  '^v'vnvii  Ji^  wiocflK!.  if,  indeed,  it  is  not  le- 


"^  r^itt  »  ihe  wffT  cause  of  my  fear,*^  said 
yK«iwtii  "^  L  :ax  vaiK  $tnick  vith  the  external 
«r«viM-?iaKVt.  frK&k  svumers  and  romantic  oon- 

^  itv  «:twKaBKY  r  said  Moidaimt ;  <<  he  is 
•V'.^o^^sfvd  ctKNigfa,  to  be  sure;  but, 
nuuff  «*if  fjutmible  said  to  the  Sfianish 
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admimi,  ^  Farcie  (m  his  face !  I  have  seen  many 
a  £uier  hang  on  the  Borough-moor.*««By  his 
■uuuersy  he  might  be  captain  of  a  privateer ; 
4iid  by  bis  oHiversation,  the  tnmipeter  to  his 
0*11  puppet-show ;  for  he  speaks  of  little  else 
tban  his  own  exploits.^ 

^  You  are  mistaken,^  answered  Brenda ;  ^'  he 

f^aks  but  too  well  on  all  that  he  has  seen  and 

louroed ;  besides,  he  has  really  been  in  many  dis- 

tiQt  countries,  and  in  many  gallant  actions,  and 

he  can  tell  them  with  as  much  spirit  as  modesty. 

You  would  think  you  saw  the  flash  and  heard 

the  rqport  of  the  guns.   And  he  has  other  tones 

of  talking  too— about  the  delightful  trees  and 

jfroits  of  distant  climates;  and  how  the  people 

wear  no  dress,  through  the  whole  year,  half  so 

Winn  as  our  summer  gowns,  and,  indeed,  put  on 

Jiitle  save  cambrics  and  muslins."*^ 

<*  Upon  my  word,  Brenda,  h^  does  seem  to  ui^- 
derstand  the  business  of  am\imng  young  ladies,^ 
leplied  Mordaunt. 

*<  He  does  indeed,*"^  said  Brenda,  with  great 
amplidty.  ^^  I  assure  you  that,  at  first,  I  liked 
him  better  than  Minna  did;  and  yet,  though 
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T^Mnee  him,  with  patience,  become  acquaiut- 

^  with  joar  sifter  ?— >He  is  wealthy,  or  seems  to 

ocfioat  least    You  say  he  is  accomplished  and 

pieiinit  ;«»what  else  would  you  denre  in  a  lover 

for  Minna  ?^ 

^  Mordaunt,  you  forget  who  we  are^^  said  the 

Baiden,  assuming  an  ur  of  consequence,  which 

Ht  as  graoefully  upon  her  simplicity,  as  did  the 

Alaent  tone  in  which  she  had  spoken  hitherto; 

^  tins  is  a  little  world  of  ours  this  Zetland,  and 

periiapB  inferior,  at  least  so  strangers  say,  to  other 

parts  of  the  earth ;  but  it  is  our  own  little  world, 

and  we,  the  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil,  hold  a 

first  rank  in  it.    It  would,  I  think,  little  become 

jam,  who  are  descended  from  Sea-kings  and  Jarls, 

to  throw  ourselves  away  upon  a  stranger,  who 

0omes  to  our  coast,  like  the  eider^uck  in  spring, 

from  we  know  not  whence,  and  may  leave  it,  in 

Mitumn,  to  go  we  know  not  where.*" 

^  And  who  may  nevertheless  entice  a  Zetland 
golden-eye  to  accompany  his  migration,^  said 
Mertoun.  » 

"  I  will  hear  nothing  light  on  such  a  subject,"*' 
rrplicd  Brenda,  indignantly ;  "  Minna,  like  my- 
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self,  is  the  daughter  of  Magnus  Tnul,  the 
of  strangers,  but  the  Pather  of  Hialtland.  H^ 
gives  them  the  hospitality  they  need ;  but  let  mm^ 
the  proudest  of  them  think  that  they  can,  at  thd.^ 
pleasure,  ally  with  his  house.^ 

She  said  this  in  a  tone  of  considerable  warmth, 
which  she  instantly  softened,  as  she  added,  ^  No^ 
Mordaunt,  do  not  suppose  that  Minna  Trail  b 
capable  of  so  far  forgetting  what  she  owes  to  her 
father  and  her  father^s  blood,  as  to  think  of  mar- 
rying this  Cleveland ;  but  she  may  lend  an  eir 
to  him  so  long  as  to  destroy  her  future  happiness. 
Slie  has  that  sort  of  mind,  into  which  some  fed- 
ings  sink  deeply ; — you  remember  howUlla  Stori- 
fon  used  to  go,  day  by  day,  to  the  top  of  Voss- 
dale-head,  to  look  for  her  lover^s  ship  that  was  ne- 
vor  to  Ktum  ?  When  I  think  of  her  slow  step, 
her  pale  check,  her  eye,  that  grew  dimmer  and 
dimmer,  like  the  lamp  that  is  half  extinguished 
iVy  lack  of  i»U— when  I  remember  the  fluttered 
kx4w«  i^'  stNDdhing  Uke  hope,  with  which  she 
A^vn^kxl  ilu?  cliff  at  moniing,  and  the  deep  dead 
dc^)vair  «k  hkh  sat  on  her  forehead  when  she  ns 
u«iK\i*— •ht-n  I  ihink  on  all  this,  can  you  won- 
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der  (lut  I  fear  for  Minna,  whose  heart  is  formed 
tocBlertaiD,  with  such  de^p-rooted  fidelity,  any 
^fictiOQ  that  may  be  implanted  in  it  ?^ 
^  I  do  not  wonder,*"  said  Mordaunt,  eagerly 
/    ifnpithizing  with  the  poor  girl ;  for,  besides  the 
iRBulous  expression  of  her  voice,  the  light  could 
ifakKt  shew  him  the  tear  which  trembled  in  her 
iftf  as  she  drew  the  picture  to  which  her  fancy 
hd  assimilated  her  sister, — ^^  I  do  not  wonder 
ikit  JDU  should  feel  and  fear  whatever  the  purest 
afectjon  can  dictate ;  and  if  you  can  but  point 
oat  to  me  in  what  I  can  serve  your  sisterly  love, 
jou  shall  find  mc  as  ready  to  venture  my  life,  if 
necessary,  as  I  have  been  to  go  out  on  the  craig 
to  get  you  the  eggs  of  the  guillemot ;  and,  be- 
liere  me,  that  whatever  has  been  told  to  your  fa- 
ther or  yourself,  of  my  entertaining  the  slightest 
iboughts  of  disrespect  or  unkindness,  is  as  false 
BB  a  fiend  could  devise.^^ 

*^  I  believe  it,^  said  Brcnda,  giving  him  her 
band ;  '^  I  believe  it,  and  my  bosom  is  lighter, 
now  I  have  renewed  my  confidence  in  so  old  a 
friend.  How  you  can  ead  us,  I  know  not ;  but  it 
was  by  the  advice,  I  may  say  by  the  commands. 


for  Toor  owm  ake»  Cor  Miiiiift^ 


IBT 


ill  oar  sakcsy  an»d  aaj  strife  with  him  ; 
but  be  coQtented  to  vatch  Um,  and  if  pn^Mi* 
to  diaooTcr  who  he  is,  laid  what  are  his  inteo- 
tions  towards  u&  He  has  talked  of  goiiig  to 
Orkney,  to  inquire  after  the  ooosort  with  whom 
he  sailed;  but  day  by  day,  and  week  by  week 
pasKS,  and  he  goes  not ;  and  while  he  keeps 
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ay  father  company  over  the  bottle,  and  tdls 
romantic  stories  of  foreign  people,  and  dis- 
in  wild  and  unknown  regions,  the  time 
^dea  on,  and  the  stranger,  of  whom  we  know 
nothing,  save  that  he  is  one,  becomes  gradually 
and  more  inseparably  intimate  in  our  so- 
-And  now  fareweU.  Noma  hopes  to  make 
jomr  peace  with  my  father,  and  entreats  you  not 
to  leave  Borgh  Westra  to-morrow,  however  cold 
mj  fiuber  and  my  sister  may  appear  towards  you. 
I  too,*  she  said,  stretching  her  hand  towards 
luniy  ^  must  wear  a  face  of  cold  friendship  to- 
waids  the  unwelcome  visitor,  but  at  heart  we  are 
still  Brenda  and  Mordaunt  And  now  separate 
quickly,  we  must  nt>t  be  seen  together.^ 

She  stretched  her  hand  to  him,  but  withdrew 
it  in  some  slight  confusion,  laughing  and  blush- 
ing, when,  by  a  natural  impulse,  he  was  about 
to  preas  it  to  his  lips.  He  endeavoured  for  a  mo- 
ment to  detain  her,  for  the  interview  had  for  him 
a  degree  of  fascination,  which,  as  often  as  he  had 
£Minerly  been  alone  with  Brenda,  he  had  never 
experienced.    But  ^e  extricated  herself  from 


oidjtDbes 


^hcnid  take  plaee  finom  tkb  date,  dhhoiigh  he 
hnnself  was  imahle  exacdj  to  Astiiigiiish  its  mt^ 
ttire,  was  to  be  expected.  He  fband  !!■■■■■!  If  aft 
once  receiTcd,  whh  the  aaost  rnisnayiciouafirank- 
ness,  into  the  oonfideDceof  a  beautiful  and  fincU 
nating  young  woman,  bjr  whom  he  had,  ao  dbort 
a  time  before,  imagined  himself  deqiiaed  and 
disliked;  and^if  any  thing  could  make  a  changi^ 

15 
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m  itself  BO  surpruiiig  and  so  pleasing,  yet  more 
JBtoikaitiiig,  it  was  the  guileless  and  open-heart- 
ed simplicity  of  Brenda,  that  cast  an  enchant. 
■aitoTererery  thing  which  she  did  or  said.  The 
Kcne,  too,  might  hare  had  its  effects,  though 
dttie  was  fittle  occarion  for  its  aid.  But  a  £ur 
&ee  looks  yet  fairer  under  the  light  of  the  moon, 
nd  a  sweet  roioe  sounds  yet  sweeter  amongst  the 
vbperiiq^  sounds  of  a  summer  night.  Mordaunt, 
Aocfore,  who  was  by  this  time  returned  to  the 
IvRii^  was  disposed  to  listen  with  unusual  pa- 
tKnee  and  complacency  to  the  enthusiastic  decla- 
Btttion  pronounced  upon  mobnlight  by  Claud 
Halcra,  whose  ecstacies  had  been  awakened  on 
die  subject  by  a  short  turn  in  the  open  air,  un- 
dertaken  to  qualify  the  vapours  of  the  good  li- 
V^i  which  he  had  not  spared  during  the  festival. 

^  The  sun,  my  boy,"  he  said,  **  is  every  wretch- 
ed Iaboarer*s  day-lantern — it  comes  glaring  yon- 
^»  out  of  the  east,  to  summon  up  a  whole  world 
^hbour  and  to  misery ;  whereas  the  merry  moon 
%iits  all  of  us  to  mirth  and  to  love.'*' 

^  And  to  madness,  or  she  is  much  belied,^  said 
Mordaunt,  by  way  of  saying  something. 


t    ^ 
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BKd  of  dntniiig  than  of  being  drenched  with 
■ore  liquor.^ 

^  Sing  then,**  sud  the  despotic  landlord,  <^  for 
10  one  shall  qpeak  any  other  language  here,  save 
iKnest  None,  jolly  Dutch,  or  Danske,  or  broad 
Scot^attheleastofit.  So,  Eric  Scambester,  pro- 
duce die  yawl,  and  fill  it  to  the  brim,  as  a  charge 
far  demurrage.^ 

Ere  the  ressel  could  reach  the  agriculturist,  he, 
vlio  law  it  under  way,  and  steering  towards  him 
I7  short  tacks,  (for  Scambester  himself  was  by 
dui  time  not  over  steady  in  his  course,)  made  a 
de^Krate  effort,  and  began  to  sing,  or  rather 
to  croak  forth  a  Yorkshire  harvest-home  ballad, 
vUdi  his  father  used  to  sing  when  he  was  a  lit- 
tle mellow,  and  which  went  to  the  tune  of  '^  Hey 
IM)bin,  away  with  the  waggon.^  The  rueful  as- 
PKt  of  the  singer,  and  the  desperately  discord- 
ttttooes  of  his  voice,  formed  so  delightful  a  con- 
te  with  the  jollity  of  the  words  and  tune,  that 
1*<"M  Triptolemus  afforded  the  same  sort  of 
ttiuseinent  which  a  reveller  might  give,  by  ap- 
P^^riog  on  a  festival-day  in  the  holiday  coat  of 
Us  grandfather.     The  jest  concluded  the  even- 

Vol.  II.  E 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Thqr  min  that  boats,  and  all  tbe  joung  men  arm, 
With  vfaatsoerer  might  the  monsten  hann ; 
Pike^  halbcrta,  ipits,  and  darU  thu  wound  afar, 
The  looli  of  peace,  and  implenMBti  of  war. 
Nov  was  the  time  for  Tigoroiu  lads  to  shew 
What  lore  or  honour  could  inciCe  them  to  ;— 
A  gBoAj  tfacalie,  where  rocks  are  round 
With  ufuuid  agt  and  lovdj  lasses  crown*d* 

BaUk  oflht  Smmmer  I  Amis, 


The  mofrniDg  which  succeeds  such  a  feast  as 
^t  of  Magnus  Troil,  usually  lacks  a  Kttle  of 
^  zest  which  seasoned  the  revels  of  the  prece- 
ding day,  as  the  fashionable  reader  may  hare  ob- 
*^ed  at  a  public  breakfast  during  the  race- 
v^  in  a  country  town ;  for,  in  what  is  called 
^  best  society  these  lingering  moments  are 
^''^y  spmt  by  the  company,  each  apart  in 
^'^  own  dressing-rooms.  At  Burgh- Westra,  it 
^  I'eadily  be  believed,  no  such  space  for  retire- 


jmt  jiL> 


ifkcr  Aef 


amU 


orte^cnr. 
have  alreadT  bad 

oecskacn  to  remark,  trae  sintx:»a  of  these  «lj«*fa 
nade  ihcci  early  acqciimcd  vith  raiioos  artkla 
</  foragn  luxurT',  vliich  vere.  as  vet,  but  little 
known  in  SootiazkL  vfaere,  at  a  much  later  pe- 
fiod  than  that  we  write  aty  one  pound  of  green 
tea  was  dressed  like  cabbage,  and  another  ooo- 
Terted  into  a  vegetaUe  sauce  for  salt  beef,  by  the 
igiKiranoe  of  the  good  housewives  to  whom  thq^ 
had  been  sent  as  rare  presents. 

Besides  these  preparations^  the  table  exhibited 
whatever  mighty  potions  are  resorted  to  by  boms 
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vtoam^  under  the  facetious  name  of  a  ^<  hair  of 
die  dog  that  bit  you.*^    There  was  the  potent 
InahUsquebaugh—^rightNantz— genuine  Schie- 
damm— Aquavitffi  from  Caithness— and  Grolden 
Waflser  from  Hamburgh^  there  was  rum  of  for- 
nudabk  antiquity,  and  cordials  from  the  Leeward 
Uands.   After  these  details,  it  were  needless  to 
Mition  the  stout  home-brewed  ale— the  Grerman 
■om,  and  Schwartz  beer— and  still  more  would 
it  be  beneath  our  dignity  to  dwell  ^ipon  the  in- 
OQiiiand>le  sorts  of  pottage  and  flummeiy,  togc- 
ther  with  the  bland,  and  various  preparations  of 
niik,  for  those  who  preferred  thinner  potations. 
No  wonder  that  the  sight  of  so  much  good 
diecr  awakened  the  appetite  hnd  raised  the  spi- 
nts  of  the  fatigued  revellers.     The  young  men 
began  immediately  to  seek  out  their  partners  of 
the  preceding  evening,  and  to  renew  the  small 
talk  which  had  driven  the  night  so  merrily  away ; 
^Mle  Magnus,  with  his  stout  old  Norse  kindred, 
encouraged,  by  precept  and  example,  those  of 
elder  days  and  graver  mood,  to  a  substantial  flirt- 
^tioQ  with  the  good  things  before  them.     Still, 
°^weTer,  there  was  a  long  period  to  be  filled  up 


fRAndod  hreakfiut 
it  was  to  be 
iheoecups- 


ldiBs.«titsfidI 

«f  kk  introductioli  10 

idiefcdthe 


toodipieky 
Jnyamiuij.  a»  Ouk  of  vlnt  was  to  be 

in  Itts  fltcfiy  aid 
\  a  liarpooo  in 
9^  jaoMnce  lo  tbe  companji 
IL  ^Ww  «M  dunci  or  aearly  ao^  at 
:ft^;araKwf  ;M^>me.  TWa  toq  B^t  haw  seen 
A  J!i<«v««i.  Swanvi»«  jbI  uiHTenal  bustle, 
^ir  %?f  s|^xt«  A»  «kep)]r  iaiplaatcd  in 
IjiKiMe.  Aaeloroooii- 
«7  ^iuiKrk  abiMii  ^>  Imc  &r  tbe  first  woodcocks 
of  iW  «iaMi^  mvrcv  4  coai|«a»«  as  pettj,  in  le- 
H^iU  u>  iW  ptK»  a»  in  nqeud  to  the  importance 
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of  theolycci;  the  battue^  upon  a  atrong  coyot  ia 

EttndL-foKinty  finr  the  destruction  of  the  foxes ; 

t)is  MSUCTBctiop  of  the  qportamen  rf  the  liCTPox, 

ihea  one  of  the  dttke^s  deer  gets  out  from  Inch* 

ICnan;  aay^  the  joyous  rally  of  thefio-chaseit- 

tUf  with  all  its  blithe  accompgpiraents  of  bound 

ad  bonis  fidl  infinitely  short  of  the  aninuuion  with 

vUch  the  gallant  sons  of  Thule  set  off  to  en« 

maba  the  monateri  whom  the  sea  had  sent  fior 

dieir  amusement  at  so  opportune  a  ootyuncture. 

The  multi£Euriou8  stores  of  Burgh  Westra  were 

luam^ged  hastily  for  all  sc»ts  of  arms^  which  ponld 

be  used  on  such  an  occasion.  Harpoons^  swordsy 

pikesy  and  halberts,  fell  to  the  lot  of  scnne ;  others 

ggnttfittfd  themselves  with  hay-forks^  spts^  and 

whatever  else  could  be  found,  that  was  at  cmce 

long  and  sharp.  Thus  hastily  equipped,  one  di- 

loaoa  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cievekmd, 

haf*^»*^  to  man  the  boats  which  lay  in  the  little 

haven,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  biurried  by  land 

to  the  scene  of  acdon. 

Poor  Triptolemus  was  interrupted  in  a  plan, 
which  he,  too,  had  formed  against  the  patience 


7» 

of  the  Zedanden,  and  wUdi  wis  to  have  ooPi 
aated  in  a  lecture  npon  tlie  agricuknre,  and  lb 
capabilities  of  the  country,  by  this  suddoi  hub 
bub,  which  put  an  end  at  once  to  Halcio'*8  poetij; 
and  to  his  no  less  formidable  piose.  It  may  lie 
easily  imagined,  that  he  took  very  little  mteml 
in  the  sport  whidi  was  so  suddenly  substituted 
for  hb  lucubrations,  and  he  would  not  even  htfri 
deigned  to  have  looked  upon  the  active  scene  which 
was  about  to  take  place,  had  he  not  been  8tiia» 
lated  thereunto  by  the  exhortations  of  SGstieai 
Baby.  <<  Pit  yoursdl  forward,  man,^  said  that 
provident  person,  <<  pit  yoursell  forward— wha 
kens  whare  a  blesang  may  light  ? — they  say  thai 
a^  men  share  and  share  equals-aquals  in  the  crefti 
ture*s  ulzie,  and  a  pint  o^t  wad  be  worth  oiler,  to 
light  the  cruise  in  the  lang  dark  nights  that  tbe]f 
speak  of— pit  yoursell  forward,  man— there'*8  a 
graip  to  ye— faint  heart  never  wan  fair  lady— 
wha  kens  but  what  when  iOs  fresh,  it  may  eat 
weel  enough,  and  spare  butter  r* 

What  zeal  was  added  to  Tript<demus*8  mo- 
tions, by  the  pro^)ect  of  eating  fresh  train-ofl, 
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iHtetd  of  butter,  we  know  not ;  but,  as  better 
m^  not  be,  he  brandiflhed  the  rural  implement 
(t  ttaUe-fark)  with  which  he  was  armed,  and 
fat  down  to  wage  battle  with  the  whale. 

The  skuation  in  which  the  enemy'^s  ill  fate  had 
[heed  Um,  was  particularly  favourable  to  the 
citerprize  of  the  islanders.  A  tide  of  unusual 
k^t,  had  carried  the  animal  over  a  large  bar  of 
lisd,  into  the  Toe  or  creek  in  which  he  was  now 
\[mg.  So  soon  as  he  found  the  water  ebbing,  he 
kcame  sensible  of  his  danger,  and  had  n^ade 
detperate  efforts  to  get  over  the  shallow  water, 
fliGre  the  waves  broke  on  the  bar ;  but  hitherto 
khsd  rather  injured  than  mended  his  condition, 
hniBg  got  himsdf  partly  aground,  and  Ijring 
Aocfore  paiticularly  exposed  to  the  meditated 
ittadu  At  this  moment  the  enemy  came  down 
^ipm  him.  The  front  ranks  consisted  of  the 
T^MiDg  and  hardy,  armed  in  the  miscellaneous 
^^ner  we  have  described ;  while,  to  witness  and 
*i^ate  their  efforts,  the  young  women,  and  the 
^^y  persons  of  both  sexes,  took  their  place 
^Oi^  the  rocks,  which  overhung  the  scene  of 
■ction. 
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As  the  boats  had  to  double  a  little  headland, 
ere  they  opened  the  mouth  of  thevoe^  ihoaa  who 
came  by  land  to  the  shores  of  the  inlet,  fa«d  time 
to  make  the  neoessaiy  reconnoissancea  ugan  the 
force  and  situation  of  the  enemy,  on  whom  they 
were  about  to  commence  a  amultaneooa  attack 
by  land  and  sea. 

This  duty,  the  stout-hearted  and  ezperieneed 
general  would  entrust  to  no  eyes  but  his  awn  { 
and,  indeed,  his  external  appearance,  and  his 
sage  conduct,  rendered  him  alike  qualified  Soi 
the  command  which  he  enjoyed.  His  gokUaoed 
hat  was  exchanged  for  a  bear-skin  cap,  hia  sait 
of  blue  broad-cloth,  with  its  scarlet  lining,  and 
loops,  and  frogs  of  bullion,  had  given  place  to  a 
red  flannel  jacket^  with  buttons  of  black  honi| 
over  which  he  wore  a  seaL-skin  shirt,  curiously 
seamed  and  plaited  on  the  bosom,  such  as  are  used 
by  the  Esquimaux,  and  sometimes  by  the  Green* 
land  whale-fishers.  Sea-boots  of  a  formidable 
mze  completed  his  dress,  and,  in  his  lumd,  he 
held  a  huge  whaling-knife,  which  he  brandished, 
as  if  impatient  to  employ  it  in  the  operaUon  of 
flinching  the  huge  animal  which  lay  before  theiq. 
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the  act  of  tepErating,  that  is,  its  flesh  from  its 
bones.  Upon  dossr  ezainiDatioD,  however,  be  was 
obliged  to  ooofess,  that  the  sport  to  which  he  had 
CBDducted  his  friends,  however  much  it  oorre- 
fonded  with  the  magnificent  scale  of  his  hospi- 
tifi^,  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  its  own 
peculiar  dangers  and  difficulties. 

Hie  animalj  upwards  of  sixty  feet  in  length, 
VIS  lying  perfectly  still,  in  a  deep  part  of  the 
nm  into  which  it  bad  weltered,  and  where  it 
to  await  the  return  of  tide,  of  which  it 
probably  assured  by  instinct.  A  council  of 
czpcrienoed  harpooners  was  instantly  called,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  an  eflTort  should  be  made  to 
noose  the  tail  of  this  torpid  leviathan,  by  casting 
a  caUe  around  it,  to  be  made  fast  by  anchors  to 
the  shore,  and  thus  to  secure  against  his  escape, 
in  case  the  tide  should  make  before  they  were 
able  to  dispatch  him.  Three  boats  were  destined 
to  this  delicate  piece  of  service,  one  of  which  the 
Udaller  himself  proposed  to  command,  while 
Cleveland  and  Mertoun  were  to  direct  the  two 
others.  This  being  decided,  tlicy  sat  down  on 
the  strand,  waiting  with  impatience,  until  the 
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naval  part  of  the  force  should  arrive  in  die  voe. 
It  was  during  this  interval,  that  Triptolenras 
Yellowlej,  after  measuring  irith  his  eyes  the  ex- 
traordinary size  of  the  whale,  observed,  that  in 
his  poor  mind,  ^*  A  wain  with  ox  owsen,  or  inA 
sixty  owsen  either,  if  they  were  the  owsen  of  the 
country,  could  not  drag  uocan  a  huge  creatore 
from  the  water,  where  it  was  now  lying,  to  the 
sea-beach." 

Trifling  as  this  remark  may  seem  to  the  read- 
er, it  was  connected  with  a  subject  which  al- 
ways fired  the  blood  of  the  old  Udaller,  who, 
glancing  upon  Triptolemus  a  quick  and  stern 
look,  asked  him  what  the  devil  it  signified,  sup- 
posing a  hundred  oxen  could  not  drag  the  whale 
upon  the  beach  ?  Mr  Yellowley,  though  not  much 
liking  the  tone  with  which  the  quesdon  was  put, 
felt  that  his  dignity  and  his  profit  compelled  him 
to  answer  as  follows : — "  Nay,  sir — you  know 
yoursell.  Master  Magnus  Troil,  and  every  one 
knows  that  knows  any  thing,  that  whales  of  siccan 
size  as  may  not  be  masterfully  dragged  on  shmre 
by  the  instrumentality  of  one  wain  with  ax 
owsen,  arc  the  right  and  property  of  the  admi* 
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lal,  who  is  at  this  time  the  same  noble  lord  who 
is^  moroover,  chamberlain  of  these  isles.^ 

^  And  I  tell  you,  Mr  Triptolemus  Yellow* 
\tj^  said  the  Udailer,  ^*  as  I  would  tell  your  mas- 
ter if  he  were  here,  that  every  man  who  risks  his 
life  to  bring  that  fish  ashore,  shall  have  an  equal 
duure  and  parUtion,  according  to  our  ancient  and 
lofveaUe  Norse  custom  and  wont ;  nay,  if  there 
is  so  much  as  a  woman  looking  on,  that  will  but 
toudi  the  cable,  she  shall  be  partner  with  us ; 
jLj,  and  more  than  all  that,  if  she  will  but  say 
there  is  reason  for  it,  we  will  assign  a  portion  to 
the  babe  that  is  unborn.'" 

The  strict  principle  of  equity,  which  dictated 
this  last  arrangement,  occasioned  laughter  among 
the  men,  and  some  slight  confusion  amongst  the 
women.  The  factor,  however,  thought  it  shame 
to  be  so  easily  daunted, — ^^  Suum  cutque  trU 
hmia^  said  he ;  **  I  will  stand  for  my  lord'^s  right 
and  my  own.^ 

"  Will  you  ?**  replied  Magnus ;  "  then,  by 
the  Martyr'^s  bones,  you  shall  have  no  law  of  par- 
tition but  that  of  God  and  Sidnt  Olave,  which 
we  had  before  cither  factor,  or  treasurer,  or  ad- 
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miral,  were  heard  of— All  shall  share  that  lend  a 
hand,  and  never  a  one  else.— -So  you.  Master  Fac- 
tor, shall  be  busy  as  well  as  other  folks,  and  think 
yourself  lucky  to  share  like  other  folks.  Jump 
into  that  boat,  (for  the  boats  had  by  this  time 
pulled  round  the  headland,)  and  you,  my  lads, 
make  way  for  the  factor  in  the  stem-sheets-— he 
shall  be  the  first  man  this  blessed  day  that  shall 
strike  the  fish."" 

The  loud  authoritative  vmce,  and  the  habit  of 
absolute  command  inferred  in  the  Udaller^s  whole 
manner,  together  with  the  conscious  want  of  fi^ 
vourers  and  backers  amongst  the  rest  of  the  ixmiI' 
pany,  rendered  it  difficultforTriptolemus  toevade 
compliance,  although  he  was  thus  about  to  be  ^a- 
ced  in  a  situation  equally  novel  and  perilous.  He 
was  still,  however,  hesitating,  and  attempting  an 
explanation  with  a  voice  in  which  anger  was  qua- 
lified by  fear,  and  both  thinly  ^Usguised  under 
an  attempt  to  be  jocular,  and  to  represent  the 
whole  as  a  jest,  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  Baby 
maundering  in  his  ear, — "  Wad  he  lose  his  share 
of  the  ulzie,  and  the  lang  Zetland  winter  coming 
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on,  when  the  lightest  day  in  December  is  not  so 
dear  as  a  moonless  night  in  the  Mearns  ?^^ 

TUs  domestic  instigation,  in  addition  to  those 
of  fear  of  the  Udailer,  and  shame  to  seem  less 
cuumgBOus  than  others,  so  inflamed  the  agricuU 
tiiiist''s  q[urits,  that  he  shook  his  graip  aloft,  and 
mtaied  the  boat  with  the  air  of  Neptune  himself, 
ounjriiig  on  high  his  trident 

The  three  boats  destined  for  this  perilous  ser- 
me^  now  i^iproached  the  dark  mass,  which  lay 
Qce an  islet,.in  the  deepest  part  of  the  voe,  and 
them  to  approach,  without  shewing  any 
of  animation.  Silently,  and  with  such  pre- 
cutioo  as  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  operation 
Inquired,  the  intrepid  adventurers,  afler  the  fail- 
me  of  their  first  attempt,  and  the  expenditure  of 
eonsideraUe  time^  succeeded  in  casting  a  cable 
aroand  the  body  of  the  torpid  monster,  and  in 
carrying  the  ends  of  it  ashore,  where  an  hundred 
hands  were  instantly  employed  in  seciuring  them. 
But  ere  this  was  accomplished,  the  tide  b^an  to 
make  fast,  and  the  Udailer  informed  his  asast- 
ants,  that  either  the  fish  must  be  killed,  or  at 
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tpear  against  the  whale  to  some  much  more  skiU 
ful.ha]id,  had  just  time  to  exclaim,  ^*  Mind  your, 
•dves,  lads,  or  we  are  all  swamped,^  when  the 
BMnster,  roused  at  once  from  inactivity  by  the 
blow  of  the  factor^s  missile,  blew,  with  a  noise  re- 
•embling  the  explosion  of  a  steam-engine,  a  huge 
diower  of  water  into  the  air,  and  at  the  same  time 
bq|an  to  lash  the  waves  with  its  tail  in  every  direc- 
tion. I'he  boat  in  which  Magnus  presided  received 
diediower  of  brine  which  the  animal  spouted  into 
die  air;  and  the  adventurous  Triptolemus,  who 
kdtfuU  share  of  the  immersion,  was  so  much 
Mnished  and  terrified  by  the  consequences  of  his 
^"^  valorous  deed,  that  he  tumbled  backwards 
Miongst  the  feet  of  the  people,  who,  too  busy  to 
•ttend  to  him,  were  actively  engaged  in  getting 
^  boat  into  shoal  water,  out  of  the  whalers  reach. 
Here  he  lay  for  some  minutes,  trampled  on  by 
^  feet  of  the  boatmen,  until  they  lay  on  their 
^*«  to  bale,  when  the  Udaller  ordered  them  to 
pdl  to  shore,  and  land  this  spare  hand,  who  had 
commenced  the  fishing  so  inauspiciously. 
While  this  was  doing,  the  other  boats  had  also 
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The  contest  seemed  at  last  pretty  well  over ; 
for  although  the  animal  continued  from  time  to 
thne  to  make  frantic  exertions  tat  liberty,  yet  its 
Amgth  appeared  so  much  exhausted,  that,  even 
with  assistance  of  the  tide,  which  had  now  risen 
OQDiiderably,  it  was  thought  it  could  scarce  cx« 
tiiate  itself. 

Magnus  gave  the  signal  to  venture  upon  the 
^e  more  nearly,  calling  out  at  the  same  time, 
'^  dose  in,  lads,  she  is  not  half  so  mad  now— 
Nor,  Mr  Factor,  look  for  a  winter's  oil  for  the 
t«o  hmips  at  Harfra — Pull  close  in,  lads.^ 

£re  his  orders  could  be  obeyed,  the  other  two 
itttts  had  anticipated  his  purpose ;   and  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun,   eager  to  distinguish   himself 
diove  Cleveland,  had,  with  the  whole  strength 
be  possessed,  plunged  a  half-pike  into  the  body 
of  the  animal.     But  the  leviathan,  like  a  nation 
whose  resources  appear  totally  exhausted  by  pre- 
vious losses  and  calamities,  collected  his  whole 
tttnaining  force  for  an  effort,  which  proved  at 
once  desperate  and  successful.    The  wound  last 
xecdved,  had  probably  reached  through  his  cx« 
tonal  defences  of  blubber,  and  attained  some 
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very  senaitiTe  part  of  the  system,  for  be  roared 
akxid,  as  be  sent  to  tbe  skj  a  mingled  dieet  oi 
brine  and  Uood,  and  snapping  tbe  strong  cabk 
like  a  twig,  overset  Mertoun'^s  boat  witb  a  blon 
of  his  tail,  shot  himself,  by  a  mighty  effort,  cnrei 
the  bar,  upon  which  the  tide  bad  now  risen  ooo- 
siJerably,  and  made  out  to  sea,  carrying  witb 
him  a  whole  grove  of  the  implements  which  had 
been  planted  in  his  body,  and  leaving  behind  hini) 
on  the  waters,  a  dark  red  trace  of  his  course. 

*^  There  goes  to  sea  your  cruise  of  oil,  Masta 
Yellowley,*"  said  Magnus,  '^  and  you  must  ooo> 
6ume  mutton  suet,  or  go  to  bed  in  the  dark.^ 

*^  Operant  ct  oleum  perdidi^  muttered  Tripta 
lemus;  ^*  but  if  they  catch  me  whale-fisluiif 
again,  I  will  consent  that  the  fish  shall  swalkiv 
me  as  he  did  Jonah.**^ 

*'  But  where  is  Mordaunt  Mertoun  all  thii 
while ?^  exclaimed  Claud  Halcro;  and  it  was  in 
stantly  perceived  that  the  youth,  who  had  beei 
stunned  when  his  boat  was  stove,  was  unable  U 
swim  to  shore  as  the  other  sailors  did,  and  noi 
floated  senseless  upon  the  waves. 
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We  have  noticed  the  strange  and  inhunuui  pre- 
judice which  rendered  the  Zetlanders  of  that  pe- 
riod unwilling  to  aaaast  those  whom  they  saw  in 
tlieact  of  drowning,  though  that  is  the  calamity  to 
vUch  the  islanders  are  most  frequently  exposed. 
Three  men,  however,  soared  above  this  super- 
ititiaii.  The  fint  was  Claud  Halcro,  who  threw 
luQself  from  a  small  rock  headlong  into  the 
vi?e8,  forgetting,  as  he  himself  afterwards  stated, 
dttt  be  could  not  swim ;  and  if  possessed  of  the 
hffp  of  Arion,  had  no  dolphins  in  attendance. 
The  first  plunge  which  the  poet  made  in  deep 
^iter,  reminding  him  of  these  deficiencies,  he 
*^  iain  to  cling  to  the  rock  from  which  he  had 
^▼ed,  and  was  at  length  glad  to  regain  the  shore, 
^  the  expence  of  a  ducking. 

Magnus  Troil,  whose  honest  heart  forgot  his 

^  coolness  towards  Mordaunt,  when  he  saw 

^youth's  danger,  would  instantly  have  brought 

^'^  incHre  effectual  assistance,  but  Eric  Scambes- 

^  lield  him  fast 

**  Hout,  sir — hout,''  exclaimed  that  faithful 

*^^lidant — **  Captain  Cleveland  has  a  grip  of 

^  Mordaunt — -just  let  the  twa  struigers  help 
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boniesc  U'idHisr^s  oesire  le  rcncSer  aid  tenninatod 
aoo :  ind  TCCc&Iisctxs^  cbe  cause  of  affence  wUch 
be  had,  cr  dicc^c  be  b»i»  aeainst  Mofdaunt 
3IeTtcu:u  he  sh-.vk  off  bb  butler  •  bcdd,  and 
tumiag  iconuui:T  itom  tbe  beacb,  called  Eric 
an  oid  fool  fcr  supposing  tbat  be  cared  wbelbcr 
tbe  Toui^  fellow  sank  or  swam. 

Still,  however,  amid  bis  assumed  indiflSerenoe^ 
Magnus  could  not  help  peeping  over  the  heads 
of  the  circle,  which,  surrounding  Mordaunt  so 
soon  as  be  was  brought  on  shore,  were  charilahlj 
employed  in  endeayouring  to  recal  him  to  life; 
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■Mi  k  was  not  able  to  attain  the  appeaianet  of 
dhnlote  ancpncem,  until  the  young  man  aat  up 
a  tbe  beach,  and  diefred  pbunl j  that  the  aoci. 
fat  had  been  attended  with  no  material  oon»- 
qooees.  It  was  then  first  that,  cursing  the  as- 
■Hants  for  not  giving  the  lad  a  ^ass  of  brand j, 
kwilked  suUenlj  away,  as  if  totally  unconcern^ 
dia  his  late. 

Hie  women,  always  aocunte  in  obserring  the 
teiUde  emotions  of  eadi  other,  failed  not  to  re- 
mark, that  when  the  asters  of  Burgh-Westra 
inr  Hordaunt  immersed  in  the  waves,  Minna 
tJKwjm  pale  as  death,  while  Brenda  uttered  suc- 
Um  shridcs  of  terror.  But  though  there  were 
nods,  winks,  and  hints,  that  auld  aoquaiot- 
were  not  easily  forgot,  it  was,  on  the  whole, 
^*B&dlj  admitted,  tliat  less  than  such  marks  of 
iBtnest  could  scarce  have  been  expected,  when 
tiiey  saw  the  oompaoion  of  their  early  youth  in 
die  act  of  perishing  before  their  eyes. 

Whatever  interest  Mordaunf  s  condition  ex- 
cited while  it  seemed  perilous,  began  to  abate  as 
he  recovered  himself;  and  when  his  senses  were 
fully  restored,  only  Claud  Halcro,  with  two  or 
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a  most  unpartant  serrice,  chose  to  receiTe  hii 
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^  It  18  enough,^  said  Cleveland,  observiDg  his 
■ipnse,  ^  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  more 
dnut  it  I  have  piud  back  my  debt,  and  we  are 
■w  equal'* 

^You  are  more  than  equal  with  me,  Mr 
Qevdand,**  answered  Mertoun,  <^  because  you 
endangered  your  life  to  do  for  me  what  I  did  for 
TOO  without  the  slightest  risk; — besides,**"  he 
sdded,  trying  to  give  the  discourse  a  more  plea- 
■■t  turn,  **  I  have  your  rifle  gun  to  boot." 

'*  Cowards  only  count  danger  for  any  point  of 
4ft  game,''  said  Cleveland.  "  Danger  has  been 
^J  consort  for  life,  and  S£uled  with  me  on  a 
«>wiand  worse  voyages ; — ^and  for  rifles,  I  have 
•■wigh  of  my  own,  and  you  may  see,  when  you 
wiD,  which  can  use  them  best." 

There  was  something  in  the  tone  with  which 
™  was  said,  that  struck  Mordaunt  strongly ;  it 
^miching  malicho,  as  Hamlet  says,  and  meant 
"^*hief.  Cleveland  saw  his  surprise,  came  close 
''Ptohim,  and  spoke  in  a  low  tone  of  voice: — 

^^k  ye,  my  young  brother.  There  is  a  custom 
^'^'^t  us  gentlemen  of  fortune,  that  when  we 
*oUow  the  same  chase,  and  take  the  wind  out  of 
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*^  If  these  two  lads  do 
;  tbeie  is  no  faith  in 
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-^lerdRod,  in  requital,  has  turned  all  the  sun« 
•dne  of  Burgh  Westra  to  his  own  side  of  the 
knse;  and  think  what  it  is  to  lose  favour  in 
tach  a  house  as  this,  where  the  punch«kettle  is 
wv€r  allowed  to  cool !  Well,  now  that  Cleveland 
ii  Ins  torn  has  been  such  a  fool  as  to  fish  Mor- 
^Mmt  oat  of  the  voe,  see  if  he  does  not  give  him 
Mr  nOocks  for  stock-fish.^ 

^  Pahaw,  pshaw  !^  replied  the  poet,  <<  that  is 
<H  qU  women^s  fancies,  my  friend  Eric ;  for 
wkt  sajs  glorious  Dryden — sainted  John,— - 

'  The  yellow  gall^  that  in  your  bosom  floats, 
EagendeTB  all  these  melancholy  thoughts.' " 

^  Stint  John,  or  Saint  James  either,  may  be 
^Waken  in  the  matter,^  said  Eric ;  **  for  I  think 
Blither  of  them  lived  in  Zetland.  I  only  say, 
^  if  there  is  faith  in  old  saws,  these  two  lads 
^dl  do  each  other  a  mischief;  and,  if  they  do, 
*  trust  it  will  light  on  Mordaunt  Mertoun.'*' 

"  And  why,  Eric  Scambester,''  said  Halcro, 
"^ly  and  angrily,  *^  should  you  wish  ill  to  that 
P^  young  man,  that  is  worth  fifty  of  the  other  r 
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of  dior  attack  upon 
i  not  a  little  grindaliieci  that  it 
dwukl  bare  hsfled  all  tbesr  exertions. 

"^  I  hope  Captain  Dondcfdrecfat  of  the  Ehit. 
racht  of  Bottenlam  viil  nerer  bear  of  k,**  said 
Magnus ;  ^  he  would  swear,  donner  and  bGi- 

onlj  fit  to  fish  flounders.^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

And  bdtcr-skdter  have  I  rode  to  tbec. 
And  tidiAgi  do  I  bring,  and  luckj  jojrs. 
And  golden  dmcs,  and  happy  news  of  price. 

JmcioitPUtoL 

FoftTirxE,  who  seems  at  times  to  bear  a  oon- 
^QCQoeyOwed  thebospitableUdaller  some  amends, 
^  accordingly  repaid  to  Burgh  Wcstra  the 
^*is^>poiotment  occasioned  by  the  unsuccessful 
voale-fishing,  by  sending  thither,  on  the  evening 
«  the  day  in  which  that  incident  happened,  no 
"^  a  person  then  the  jagger,  or  travelling  mer- 
^t,  ashe  styled  himself,  Bryce  Snaelsfoot,  who 
''^ved  in  great  pomp,  himself  on  one  poney,  and 
'^  pack  of  goods,  swelled  tonearly  double  its  usual 
^'^i  forming  the  burthen  of  another,  which  was 
***  hy  a  bare-headed  bare-legged  boy. 

As  Bryce  announced  himself  the  bearer  of  im- 
portant news,  he  was  introduced  into  the  dining 


iir  :£uc  fiiiikiie  age  wu  ^ 
jfi«s9siii&;  att^RKpcDmttoitDsitdoi^ 
a:  X  SLOs-^abie.  jmi  iipLT  suppBed  vith  pnfi 
suiE^  iou.  nuRL  jumir:.  wttdai  ikts  artentiTe  boifi 
-aixr-  i£  ILiig^us  ML'jucai  T»qqestiops  to  be  pi 
ii  iim.  3XXC1..  us  lunjgLg  jnd  diznt  appeaaed,  1 
jfmuuxii:»L  xrdi  rie  aoBe  of  ioipovtaooe  atlad 
c>»i  oi  iLscmc  Trams;,  c&yc  ke  had  jiatt  jMtopdi 
jcTTvtftL  ic  L^ar^xk  final  KkkwaQ,  die  cifafedi 
Orsnifv^  ioii  -vuuui  have  been  here  ycsteida 
ivc  X  biev  rari  ^IfF  :&«  FkAtUfecad. 

"^  W;;  -liia  Ttf  wind  here.*^  sud  MagnusL 

-*  Tbtire  is  scoKbedY  bas  ooc  been  skepl 
rstfo^^  «td  :j)e  pedldr.  ^  and  her  name  bqgi 
wici  N :  bu«  Heavea  b  above  alL"* 

"*  BiLC  dre  nevrs  gram  Orkoer^  B^Tce,  imie 
ef  croaking  jbcot  a  capAii  at  wind  ?* 

^  Scch  aev5w"' replied  Bnnce,  ^as  has  not  be 
beard  ths  thzrtr  Tear? — not   since  Cnxnvd 


**  Tbere  i?  ooC  anotber  RevoludoD,  is  tbere 
said  Halcro :  ^  King  James  bas  not  come  bnc 
»  blithe  King  Charlie  did,  has  be  r 

"  It^s  news,"*  replied  die  pedlar,  « that  a 
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^^orth  twenty  kings,  and  kingdoms  to  boot  of 
^liein ;  for  what  good  did  the  erolutions  ever  do 
^P  and  I  dare  say  we  hare  seen  a  dozen,  great 
ttdsma'." 

^  Are  any  Indiamen  oome  north  about  ?^  said 
l^oasTroiL 

^  Ye  are  nearer  the  mark,  Fowd^,^  said  the 
fUgn;  ^  bat  it  is  nae  Indiaman,  but  a  gallant 
tnied  vessel,  dioak-full  of  merchandize,  that 
they  part  with  so  easy  that  a  decent  man  like 
Hjiri  can  afford  to  give  the  country  the  best 
foniyworths  you  ever  saw;  and  that  you  will 
■iy,  when  I  open  that  pack,  for  I  count  to  carry 
^bick  another  sort  lighter  than  when  I  brought 
it  bee.' 

**Ay,  ay,  Bryce,''  said  the  Udailer,  **you 
■ost  have  had  good  bargains  if  you  sell  cheap ; 
but  what  ship  was  it  T 

^  Cannot  justly  say— I  spoke  to  nobody  but 
"^  captain,  who  was  a  discreet  man ;  but  she 
'^  been  down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  for  she  has 
''''^aiid  sattins,  and  tobacco,  I  warrant  you,  and 
^^  and  no  lack  of  sugar,  and  bonnie  wallies 
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bnid  out  with  a  man^s  name  at  every  moment ; 
but  I  will  uphold  this  gentleman  to  be  a  gallant 
OBBimaixier— ay,  and  a  kind  one  too ;  for  every 
Me  of  his  crew  is  as  brave  in  apparel  as  himself 
Mriy— the  very  foremast-men  have  their  silken 
tPK&y  I  have  seen  many  a  lady  wear  a  warse, 
^  think  hersel  nae  sma^  drink—- and  for  i^Uer 
IjlttDM,  and  buckles,  and  the  lave  of  sic  vanities, 
ttoe  is  nae  end  of  them.^ 
r  ^  Idiots  r  muttered  Cleveland  between  his 
talh;  and  then  added,  **  Isuppose  they  are  often 
^ikire,  to  shew  all  thdr  bravery  to  the  lasses  of 
Erkwanr 

^  Ne'^er  a  bit  of  that  are  they.  The  Captam 
^icarce  let  them  stir  ashore  without  the  boat- 
**tti  go  in  the  boat — as  rough  a  tarpaulin  as 
^vcr  iwab^d  a  deck-f*and  you  may  as  weel  catch 
>ttt  without  her  claws,  as  him  without  his  cutlass 
^Us  double  brace  of  pistc^  about  him ;  every 
^Mitaiids  as  much  in  awe  of  him  as  of  the  com- 
">«nder  himseL'* 

^  That  must  be  Hawkins,  or  the  devil,^  said 
(3t?eland. 

^01.  II.  o 


"^bebe 


fakoTfattth,  miiid 
and  not  I.^ 
nidtheUdaller, 
poo  ipoke  of.^ 
good  hi^  then, 
fhmk  when  I  left 
havmglost  their  ooo. 


^Ib  troch  dhi  therr  svd  Bme;  <<that  is, 
said  fflTTn'rhiiiis  akwt  a  putner  that  had 
gone  down  u>  Drrie  Jones  in  these  seas.^ 

""  And  £i  Toa  oeLL  them  what  jou  knew  of 
her  r  aid  die  Udalkr. 

^  And  wha  the  deril  wad  hae  been  the  f  ule 
then  f  said  the  pedlar,  ***  that  I  sukL  say  sae; 
when  ther  kend  what  came  of  the  ship,  the  next 
qoestion  wad  have  been  about  the  caigo,  and 
ye  wad  not  hare  had  me  bring  down  an  aimed 
Tessel  on  the  coast,  to  hairie  the  poor  folk  about 
a  wheen  rags  of  duds  that  the  sea  flung  upon 
their  shores.^ 

**  Be^des  what  might  have  been  found  in  your 
own  pack,  you  scoundrel  T  said  Magnus  Troil, 


THK  PIRATB.  99 

an  obsarradofi  which  produced  a  loud  laugh. 
The  Udaller  could  not  help  joining  in  the  hila- 
xi^  which  applauded  his  own  jest ;  but  instantly 
composing  his  countenance,  he  said,  in  an  un- 
usually grave  tone,  *'  You  may  laugh,  my 
fiiends ;  but  this  is  a  matter  which  brings  both 
a  corse  and  a  shame  on  the  country ;  and  till  we 
kam  to  regard  the  rights  of  them  that  suffer  by 
the  winds  and  waves,  we  shall  deserve  to  be  op- 
pressed and  hag*ridden,  as  we  have  been  and  are^ 
by  the  superior  strength  of  the  strangers  who 
rule  us.^ 

The  company  hung  their  heads  at  the  rebuke 
of  Magnus  Troil.  Perhaps  some,  even  of  the 
better  class,  might  be  conscience-struck  on  th^ 
own  account ;  and  all  of  them  were  sendble  that 
the  appetite  for  plunder,  on  the  part  of  the  te* 
nants  and  inferiors,  was  not  at  all  times  restrained 
with  sufficient  strictness.  But  Cleveland  made 
answer  gaily,  ^^  If  these  honest  fellows  be  my 
ccxnrades,  I  will  answer  for  them  that  they  will  ne- 
ver trouble  the  country  about  a  parcel  of  chests, 
hammocks,  and  such  trumpery,  that  the  Roost 
may  have  washed  ashore  out  of  my  poor  iioop* 


UM 


the  trash  went 

hirtVpfWi,  or  to  the 

Birjoey  and  shew 

ve  may  see 


vnosmar  oi  Mr  uao' »  ""^  he  vonld  hsTe  diewn 

^  I  sav  lis  «nRf  ciisieii  ac  the  bought  c^  hoi^ 
sQain  mufied  td  the  |MifHLii  of  hs  dangers^* 

*^  F\!nsir«  :c  pjstenAJL^  said  her  sister,  still 
span*  ^  ac  die  ihovi^c  of  kaTing  Zetland ;  it  is 
£&.-uIc  Qi>  cuess  the  thought  of  the  heart  from 
^  glance  of  the  cyeL'* 

^  Judge  Qoc  at  least  unkindlj  of  a  irieiKrs 
thoi^c,^  saki  Minna;  »  and  then,  Bienda,  if 
jou  are  mistaken,  the  &iilt  rests  not  with  you.^ 

During  this  dialogue  Brjce  Snaelsfoot  was  bu- 
sed in  uncotHng  the  caiefull j  arranged  cordage 
rf  his  pack,  which  amounted  to  six  good  yards 
of  dressed  seal-skin,  curiously  complicated  and 
•e«tted  by  all  manner  of  knots  and  buckles.  He 
^»»«  considerably  interrupted  in  the  task  by  the 
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UdaUer  and  otbars,  who  pressed  him  with  ques- 
tioos  respectiiig  the  stranger  ressd. 

**  Were  the  oflSoers  (yften  ashcnre  ?  and  how 
were  they  received  by  the  feoifie  of  Kirkwall  r* 
mai  Magnus  TnnL 

^  Excellendy  well,^  answered  Bryoe  Snads- 

foot;  ^and  theCaptain  and  one  or  two  of  his  men 

liad  been  at  some  of  the  vanities  and  dances  which 

went  forward  in  the  town ;  but  there  had  been 

ame  word  about  customs,  or  king'*s  duties,  or 

the  like,  and  some  of  the  higher  folks,  that  took 

vpOD  them  as  magistrates,  or  the  like,  had  had 

words  tnth  the  captain,  and  he  refused  to  satisfy 

than;  and  then  it  was  like  he  was  more  coldly 

'ooked  on,  and  he  i^ke  of  carrying  the  ship 

^^mod  to  Stromness,  or  the  Langhope,  for  she 

kj  under  the  guns  of  the  battery  at  Kirkwall. 

Bot  be  (Bryce)  thought  shcwad  bide  at  Sarkwall 

^  the  summer-fair  was  over,  for  all  that.^ 

•*  The  Orkney  gentry,"  said  Magnus  Troil^ 
^  are  always  in  a  hurry  to  draw  the  Scotch  col- 
lar tighter  round  thdr  own  necks.  Is  it  not 
enough  that  we  must  pay  9cai  and  watA^  which 
were  all  the  public  dues  under  our  M  Norse 


^QC  ims  Apt  aame  orer  us  with 


kiiic^>  luis  jni  !■  miBm  hwiAcT  ?  It  is  the  part 
lie  JQ  itioeac  mn  ^  vesst  tlKse  things.  I  have 
«&dK  iif  jQ.  in  JAL.  JBi  «£  <lo  so  to  the  end  of  it^ 

TSans  -vas^  x  linai  jdbijee  and  shout  of  ap- 

CiKaCi^  vbo  were  (some  of 
fHoned  vith  Magnus  TitHPs 
hfTmnmiraa  ?c  i»  ffM  i  vitk  respect  to  the  pub- 
ie  9rnmt&;« 'vonca  viae  eccKBcl  J  natural  to  those 
&v*ii^  in  sc  :s«ciuoid  x  assBtioD,  and  subjected  to 
soDv  Aaiiciu'aaL  oacooctSi.  than  they  had  been 
vtji^  :rK;  r^nir  «rc  li^  jak^menc  on  the  subject  of 
vniinted  d^xxirs.  Ri?  Xisxk&'s  inexperienced  fed* 
is^  cttTTMl  bur  fjurtber  than  her  father,  while  she 
wh^vrl^i  ^J  S^rvcds.  not  unheard  bj  Ckvdand, 
tha:  c&e  uciie  s|irit  of  the  Onradians  had  missed 
cvenr  c£luk>>  vsuch  late  incidents  had  givea  to 
cnanctptte  these  islands  from  the  Scottish  yoke. 

**  Why,'*  she  said,  •*  should  we  not,  under  so 
many  c^ian^^es  as  late  limes  have  introduced,  have 
seized  the  opportunity  to  shake  off  an  all^iance 
which  is  not  justly  due  from  us,  and  to  return  to 
the  protection  of  Denmark,  otu*  parent  country  ? 
Why  shoukl  we  yet  hesiute  to  do  this,  but  that 
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the  gentry  of  Orkney  have  mixed  families  and 
fiiendahip  so  mudi  with  our  invaders,  that  they 
hire  become  dead  to  the  throb  of  the  heroic 
Kone  Uood,  which  they  derived  from  thdr  an- 
eaunr 

The  latter  part  of  this  patriotic  qieech  haj^pen- 
cd  to  leadi  the  astonished  ears  of  our  firiend  Trip- 
^okmiis,  who,  having  a  anoere  devotion  for  the 
I^^otestant  succession,  and  the  Bevcdution  esta- 
I'Uied,  was  surprised  into  the  ejaouladon,  *^  As 
^  old  cock  crows  the  young  cock  leams-^«i  I 
^^onld  say,  mistress,  and  I  crave  your  pardcm  if 
I  tty  any  thing  amiss  in  dther  gender.  But  it  is 
^Ittippy  country  where  the  father  declares  against 
^  Ung^s  customs,  and  the  daughter  against  the 
^gs  crown;  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  can  end 
^  naething  but  trees  and  tows.^ 

^^  Trees  are  scarce  among  us,^  said  Magnus; 
Vand  for  ropes,  wc  need  them  for  our  rigging,  and 
cannot  spare  them  to  be  shirt  collars.^ 

"  And  whoever,^  said  the  Captain,  "  takes 
umbrage  at  what  this  young  lady  says,  had  bet- 
ter keep  Iiis  cars  and  tongue  for  a  safer  employ* 
ment  than  such  an  adventure.^ 
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Akj^  8nd  the  Captain ;  ^  but  my  last  voyages 
bave  been  of  a  sort  to  make  me  forget  my  early 
crmiEes  tbnmgh  dasmc  knowledge.  But  come 
beie,  Biyoe^— hast  cast  off  the  lashing  ? — Come 
aD  hands,  and  let  us  see  if  he  has  aught  in  his  car- 
go that  is  worth  looking  upon.^ 

With  a  proud,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  wily 
nile^  £d  the  crafty  pedlar  display  a  collection  of 
vara  JEar  superior  to  those  which  usually  filled 
in  packages,  and,  in  particular,  some  stufis  and 
embroideries,  of  such  beauty  and  curiosity,  frin* 
V^i  flowered,  and  worked,  with  such  art  and  magu 
BifioeDce,  upon  foreign  and  arabesque  patterns, 
^the  right  might  have  dazzled  a  far  more  bril- 
l^t  company  than  the  simple  race  of  Thule.  All 
t^d  and  admired,  while  Mistress  Baby  Yel- 
^ley,  holding  up  her  hands,  protested  it  was  a 

• 

^  even  to  look  upon  such  extravagance,  and 
vorae  than  murther  so  much  as  to  ask  the  price 
^fthem. 

Others,  however,  were  more  courageous;  and 
^  prices  demanded  by  the  merchant,  if  they 
^^  Dot,  as  he  himself  declared,  something  just 
'^  than  nothing — short  only  of  an  absolute  free 
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gift  of  his  wares,  were  nevertheless  so  moderate, 
as  to  shew  that  he  himself  must  have  made  an  easy 
acquiffltion  of  the  goods,  judging  by  the  rate  at 
which  he  offered  to  part  with  them.  Aooordiugly, 
the  cheapness  of  the  arddes  created  a  rapid  salie ; 
for  in  Zetland,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  wise  folks  buy 
more  from  the  prudenUal  desire  to  secure  a  good 
bargain,  than  from  any  real  occasion  for  the  pur- 
chase. The  Lady  Glowrowrum  bought  seven  pet- 
ticoats and  twelve  stomachers  on  this  sole  prin- 
ciple, and  other  matrons  present  rivalled  her  in  this 
sagacious  species  of  economy.   The  Udaller  was 
also  a  considerable  purchaser ;  but  the  principal 
customer  for  whatever  could  please  the  eye  of 
beauty,  was  the  gallant  Captain  Cleveland,  who 
rummaged  the  jagger'^s  stores  in  selecting  presents 
for  the  ladies  of  the  party,  in  which  Minna  and 
Brcnda  Troil  were  especially  remembered. 

"  I  fear,""  said  Magnus  Troil,  "  that  the 
young  women  arc  to  consider  these  pretty  pre- 
sents as  kcep-sakes,  and  that  all  this  liberality  is 
only  a  sure  sign  we  are  soon  to  lose  you  ?"" 

This  question  seemed  to  embarrass  him  tc 
whom  it  was  put. 
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^  I  scarce  know,'*^  he  said,  with  some  hesita- 
tion, '<  whether  this  vessel  is  my  consort  or  no— 
I  most  take  a  trip  to  Kirkwall  to  make  sure  of 
that  matter,  and  then  I  hope  to  return  to  Duq- 
rasness  to  bid  you  all  farewell.^ 

^'  In  that  case,^  said  the  Udaller,  after  a  mo- 
inenf  8  pause,  ^^  I  think  I  may  carry  you  thither. 
I  should  be  at  the  Kirkwall  fair,  to  settle  with  the 
Aerdiants  I  have  consigned  my  fish  to,  and  I 
ime  often  promised  Minna  and  Brenda  that 
tbcy  should  see  the  fair.  Perhaps  also  your  con- 
sort, or  these  strangers,  whoever  they  be,  may 
hare  some  merchandize  that  will  suit  me.  I  love 
to  see  my  rigging4oft  well  stocked  with  goods, 
almost  as  much  as  to  see  it  full  of  dancers.    We 
will  go  to  Orkney  in  my  own  brig,  and  I  can  of- 
fer you  a  hammock  if  you  will.^^ 

Tbe  offer  seemed  so  acceptable  to  Cleveland, 
that,  after  pouring  himself  forth  in  thanks,  he 
seemed  determined  to  mark  his  joy  by  exhaust- 
ing Bryce  Snaelsfoot^s  treasures  in  liberality  to 
the  company.  The  contents  of  a  purse  of  gold 
were  transferred  to  the  jagger,  with  a  faci- 
lity and  indifference  on  the  part  of  its  former 
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ovmer,  which  argued  either  the  greatest  pxifu- 
sion,  or  consciousness  of  superior  and  inexhaust- 
ible wealth ;  so  that  Baby  whispered  to  her  bro- 
ther, that,  ^<  if  he  could  afford  to  fling  away  money 
at  thb  rate,  the  lad  had  made  a  better  Toyage  in  a 
broken  ship,  than  all  the  skippers  of  Dundee  had 
made  in  their  hail  anes  for  a  twelvemonth  pasL* 
But  the  angry  feeling  in  which  she  made  this 
remark  was  much  mollified,  when  Cleveland, 
whose  object  it  seemed  that  evening  to  be  to  buy 
golden  opinions  of  all  sorts  of  men,  approached 
her  with  a  garment  somewhat  resembling  in  shape 
the  Scottish  plaid,  but  woven  of  a  sort  of  wool  so 
soft,  that  it  felt  to  the  touch  as  if  it  were  com- 
posed of  eider-down.  This,  he  said,  was  a  part  of 
a  Spanish  lady'^s  dress,  called  a  numtiUa  /  as  it 
would  exactly  fit  the  size  of  Mrs  Baby  Yellow- 
ley,  and  was  very  well  suited  for  the  fogs  c^  the 
climate  of  Zetland,  he  entreated  her  to  wear 
it  for  his  sake.  The  lady,  with  as  much  conde^ 
scending  sweetness  as  her  countenance  was  able 
to  express,  not  only  consented  to  receive  this 
mark  of  gallantry,  but  permitted  the  donor  to 
arrange  the  mantilla  upon  her  projecting  and  bo^ 
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ny  shouIder-Uades,  where,  said  Claud  Halcro, 
^  it  hung,  for  all  the  world,  as  if  it  had  been 
stretched  betwixt  a  couple  of  cloak-pins.^ 

While  the  Captain  was  performing  this  piece 
of  oourtesjr,  much  to  the  entertainment  of  the 
oompany,  which,  it  may  be  presumed,  was  his 
principal  object  from  the  beginning,  Mordaunt 
Ifertoun  made  purchase  of  a  small  golden  chap- 
let,  with  the  private  intention  of  presenting  it  to 
Branda,  when  he  should  find  an  opportunity. 
The  price  was  fixed,  and  the  article  was  laid 
aside.     Claud  Halcro  also  shewed  some  desire 
of  "pomcmng  a  silver  box  of  antique  shape,  for 
depontiDg  tobacco,  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
luiiig  in  conaderable  quantity.     But  the  bard 
iddom  had  current  coin  in  promptitude,  and 
indeed,  in  his  wandering  way  of  life,  had  little 
oocasioD  for  any ;  and  Bryce,  on  the  other  hand. 
Us  having  been  hitherto  a  ready-money  trade, 
protested,  that  his  very  moderate  profits  upon 
audi  rare  and  choice  articles,  would  not  allow  of 
Ins  afibrding  credit  to  the  purchaser.  Mordaunt 
gathered  the  import  of  this  conversation  from  the 
mode  in  which  they  whispered  together,  while 
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the  bard  seemed  to  advance  a  wishful  finger  to- 
wards the  box  in  question,  and  the  cautious  ped- 
lar detained  it  with  the  w^ght  of  his  whole  bandy 
as  if  he  had  been  afraid  it  would  literally  make 
itself  wings,  and  fly  into  Claud  Halcro*s  pocket 
Mordaunt  Mertoun  at  this  moment,  denrous  to 
gratify  an  old  acquaintance,  laid  the  price  of  the 
box  on  the  table,  and  said  he  would  not  permit 
Master  Halcro  to  purchase  that  box,  as  he  had 
settled  in  his  own  mind  to  make  him  a  present 
of  it 

*^  I  cannot  think  upon  robbing  you,  my  dear 
young  friend,^  said  the  poet ;  "  but  the  truth  is, 
that  that  same  box  does  remind  me  strangely  of 
glorious  John^s,  out  of  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  take  a  pinch  at  Willis  Coffee-house,  for  which 
I  think  more  highly  of  my  right-hand  fioger  and 
thumb  than  any  other  part  of  my  body ;  only  you 
must  allow  me  to  pay  you  back  the  price  when 
my  Urkaster  stock-fish  come  to  market'* 

"  Settle  that  as  you  like  betwixt  you,"  said  the 
jagger,  taking  up  Mordaunt^s  money ;  "  the  box 
is  bought  and  sold.'* 

"  And  how  dare  you  sell  over  again,'*  said 
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Captaitt  Ckvelaiid,  suddenly  interfering,  <<  what 
yoa  already  have  sold  to  me  ?^ 

All  were  surprised  at  this  inteijeetion,  which 
was  hastily  made,  as  Cleveland,  having  turned 
from  Mistress  Baby,  had  become  suddenly,  and, 
M  it  seemed,  not  without  emotion,  aware  what 
articles  Bryce  Snaelsfoot  was  now  disposing  of. 
To  this  short  and  fierce  question  the  jagger, 
afraid  to  contradict  a  customer  of  his  description, 
answered  only  by  stammering,  that  ^^  the  Lord 
knew  he  meant  nae  offence.^ 

**  How,  sir !  no  offence  !*"  smd  the  seaman, 
<< and  dispose  of  my  property  ?^  extending  his  hand 
at  the  same  time  to  the  box  and  chaplet ;  **  restore 
the  young  gentleman'^s  money,  and  learn  to  keep 
your  course  on  the  meridian  of  honesty  .'*^ 

The  jagger,  confused  and  reluctant,  pulled 
oat  his  leathern  pouch  to  repay  to  Mordaunt 
the  money  he  had  just  deposited  in  it ;  but  the 
youth  was  not  to  be  so  satisfied. 

"  The  articles,"  he  S2ud,  **  were  bought  and 
acdd— these  were  your  own  words,  Bryce  Snaels* 
foot,  in  Master  Halcro^s  heating ;  and  I  will  suf* 
fier  neither  you  nor  any  other  to  deprive  me  of 
my  property.'*' 
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<<  Your  property,  young  man  ?^  aaid  Cler^^ 
land ;  '^  it  is  mine, — ^I  spoke  to  Bryce  respect^' 
ing  them  an  instant  before  I  turned  from  the 
table." 

*^  I — ^I — ^I  had  not  just  heard  distinctly^^  sud 
Bryce,  evidently  unwilling  to  offend  either  party. 

*^  Come,  come,"  said  the  Udaller,  ^  we  wiU 
have  no  quarrelling  about  baubles ;  we  shall  be 
summoned  presently  to  the  rigging-Jofl,"— «o  be 
used  to  call  the  apartment  used  as  a  ball-room; 
^^  and  we  must  all  go  in  good  humour ;  the  things 
shall  remain  with  Bryoe  for  to-night,  and  to- 
morrow I  will  myself  settle  whom  they  shall  be- 
long to." 

The  laws  of  the  Udaller  in  his  own  house  woe 
absolute  as  those  of  the  Medes.  The  two  young 
men,  regarding  each  other  with  looks  of  sullen 
displeasure,  drew  off  in  different  direcdons. 

It  is  seldom  that  the  second  day  of  a  prcdong- 
ed  festival  equals  the  first  The  spirits,  as  well  as 
the  limbs,  are  jaded,  and  unequal  to  the  renewed 
expenditure  of  animation  and  exertion ;  and  the 
dance  at  Burgh  Westra  was  sustained  with  much 
less  mirth  than  on  the  preoediing  evening.  It  was 
yet  an  hour  from  midnight,  when  evoi  the  re- 
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iaetnt  Magrnis  Troil,  after  regretting  the  de. 
gBKOfOj  of  tfie .  times,  and  wishing  he  could 
tnuAne  into  the  modem  Hiaklanders  some  of 
tteT^[oiir  which  still  anjmated  his  own  frame, 
bmi  Umself  compelled  to  give  the  agqid  fov 
general  retreat. 
Jnit  as  this  took  pfau^  Halcro,  leading  Mor- 
Mertoun  a  little  aside,  said  he  had  a  mes- 
lo  him  from  Captain  Clevel«id« 
^  A  message  P  said  Mordaunt,  hiis  heart  heat- 
ing  somewhat  thick  as  he  spoke-^^^  A  challenge, 
■ippoae  r 

^ Adiallenge r  repeated  Halcro;  <^ who  ever 
heard  of  a  challenge  in  our  quiet  islands  ?  do 
jaa  tlunk  tbatl  look  like  a  carrier  of  challenges, 
asid  to  you  of  all  men  living  ?— -I  am  none  of  those 
fighting  fools,  as  glorious  John  calls  them ;  and 
k  was  not  quite  a  message  I  had  to  d^ver^-only 
dms  fiur,*— vtlus  Captain  Cleveland,  I  find,  hath 
set  Us  heart  upon  having  these  articles  you  look- 
ed at."* 

"  He  shall  not  have  them,  I  swear  to  you,'' 
icptied  Mordaunt  Mertoun. 

YOL,  II.  H 
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•  <*  Nay,  biit  hear  me,^  said  Halcro ;  <<  it  te^ni 
that,  by  the  marks  or  arms  that  are  upon  then 
he  knows  that  they  were  formerly  his  pfopert; 
Now,  were  you  to  give  me  the  box,  as  yoii  pn 
mise,  I  fiEurly  tell  you  I  should  g^ve  the  man  bac 
his  own.** 

^  And  Brenda  might  do  the  like,^  thoagl 
Mordaunt  to  himself,  and  instantly  replied  akm 
<<  I  have  thought  better  of  it,  my  friend.  Captai 
Cleveland  shall  have  the  toys  he  sets  such  stoi 
by,  but  it  is  on  one  sole  condition.^ 

**  Nay,  you  will  spoil  all  with  your  oonditioiis 
said  Halcro ;  *^  for,  as  glorious  John  says,  ooi 
ditions  are  but        ^ 

**  Hear  me,  I  say,  with  patience.— My  cooi 
tion  is,  that  he  keep  the  toys  in  exchange  for  tl 
rifl&-gun  I  accepted  from  him,  which  will  lea^ 
no  obligation  between  us  on  ^ther  ade^^ 

^  I  see  where  you  would  be>-^his  is  Sebastij 
and  Dorax  all  over.  Well,  you  may  let  the  jagg 
know  he  is  to  deliver  the  things  to  Cleveland- 
I  think  he  is  mad  to  have  them — and  I  will  1 
Cleveland  know  the  conditions  annexed,  othe 
wise  honest  Bryce  might  come  by  two  paymen 
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nfitettd  of  one;  and  I  believe  his  conscience  would 
not  choke  upon  it." 

With  these  words,  Halcro  went  to  seek  out 
Clerdand,  while  Mordaunt,  observing  Snaelsfooti 
^,  as  a  sort  of  privileged  person,  had  thrust 
Umaelf  into  the  crowd  at  the  bottom  of  the  dan- 
<3i)g.rooniy  went  up  to  him,  and  gave  him  direc- 
tioos  to  deliver  the  disputed  articles  to  Cleveland 
^  800D  as  he  had  an  opportunity. 

^'  Ye  are  in  the  right.  Master  Mordaunt,"  said 
tbejagger ;  **ye  are  a  prudent  and  a  sensible  lad— - 
i  calm  answer  turneth  awav  wrath— and  mysel, 
I  sail  be  willing  to  please  you  in  ony  trifling  mat- 
ters in  my  sma^  way  ;  for,  between  the  Udall(^r  of 
Burgh  Westra  and  Captain  Cleveland,  a  man  is^ 
as  it  were,  atween  the  de^il  and  the  deep  sea ; 
and  it  was  like  that  the  Udaller,  in  the  end,  would 
have  taken  your  part  in  the  dispute,  for  he  is  a 
mao  that  loves  justice.'*^ 

**  Which  apparently  you  care  very  little  about, 
Master  Snaelsfoot,^  said  Mordaunt,  ^*  otherwise 
there  could  have  been  no  dispute  whatsoever,  th^ 
right  being  so  clearly  on  my  side,  if  you  had 
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pleased  to  bear  witneM  aoeoiding  to  the  cKctatcs 
of  truth.'' 

<<  MJr  Mordaunty''  aaid  the  jaggor,  "  I  mutt 
own  there  was,  as  it  were^  a  eoloaring  or  shadow 
of  justice  on  your  ude ;  Init  theny  the  justice  that 
I  meddle  with  is  only  justice  in  the  way  of  trade, 
to  have  an  ellwand  of  due  length,  if  it  be  nol 
something  wcnrn  out  with  leaniiB^  on  it  in  my  laag 
and  painful  jounues,  and  to  buy  and  sell  by  just 
weight  and  measure,  twenty^four  merks  to  the 
fispund ;  but  I  have  nothing  to  do,  to  do  justice 
betwixt  man  and  man,  like  a  Fowde  or  a  Law- 
right-man  at  a  lawtii^  lang  syne." 

'^  No  one  asked  jrou  to  do  so,  but  only  to  give 
evidence  according  to  your  consdenoe,''  readied 
Mordaunt,  not  greatly  jdeased  either  with  the 
part  the  jflgger  had  acted  during  the  dispute,  or 
the  construction  wfaidi  he  seemed  to  put  on  his 
own  motives  for  yielding  up  the  point 

But  Bryce  Snaelsfbot  wanted  not  Us  answer ; 
<^  My  conscience,'*  he  said,  <<  Mr  Mordaunt,  is  as 
tender  as  ony  man's  in  my  degree  ;  but  she  is  som^ 
thing  of  a  timersome  nature,  cannot  abide  angry 
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iblla,aiidciiinever  speak  above  her  breath,  when 
tbereisaughtof  a  fray  going  forward.  Indeed, 
^  hiHh  at  all  timeB  a  small  and  low  voioe.^ 

^<  Whidi  you  are  not  much  m  the  habit  of  lis- 
Wsiag  tjo^**  aaid  Mordaont 

^  There  b  that  on  your  ain  breast  that  proves 
the  ooQtrary,^  said  Bryce,  resolutely. 

*^  In  my  braast  P  said  Mordaunt,  somewhat 
si^pily,  ^  what  know  I  of  you  ?^ 

^  I  said  o»  your  breast.  Master  Mordauat,  and 

jwt  m  it.     I  am  sure  nae  eye  that  looks  on  that 

waistcoat  upon  your  own  gallant  biisket,  but  will 

SBjr,  that  the  merdiant  who  sold  such  a  piece  for 

firar  dollars  had  justice  and  oonsdence,  and  a  kind 

heart  to  a  customer  to  the  boot  of  a"*  that ;  sae 

ye  shouldna  be  sae  thrawart  wi^  me  for  having 

glared  the  breath  of  my  mouth  in  a  fooPs  quarrel.^ 

^'  I  thrawart  !^  said  Mordaunt ;  <'  pooh,  you 

nlly  man  !  I  have  no  quarrel  with  you.^ 

*^  I  am  glad  of  it,"^  said  the  travelling  merchant ; 
^  I  will  quarrel  with  no  man,  with  my  will— least 
of  all  with  an  old  customer ;  and  if  you  will  walk 
by  my  adidce,  you  will  quarrel  nane  with  Captain 
Cleveland.    He  is  like  one  of  yon  cutters  and 
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slashers  that  have  come  into  Kirkwall,  tha 
as  little  of  slicing  a  man,  as  we  do  of  flint 
whale — ^it^s  their  trade  to  fight,  and  they 
it ;  and  they  have  the  advantage  of  tl 
of  you,  that  only  take  it  up  at  your  owi 
and  in  the  way  of  pastime,  when  you  bae  i 
better  to  do.'' 

The  company  were  now  almost  all  diq 
and  Mordaunt,  laughing  at  the  ja^er^  c 
bade  him  good  night,  andi  went  to  his  ow 
of  repose,  which  had  been  assigned  to  him 
Scambester,  (who  acted  the  part  of  cbani 
as  well  as  butler,)  in  a  small  room,  or  rati 
set,  in  one  of  the  out^houses,  furnished 
occasion  with  the  hammock  of  a  sailor. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


I  pMt  like  night  from  land  to  land, 

I  have  strange  power  of  speech  ; 
So  iooD  as  e*er  his  face  I  see, 
I  know  the  man  that  must  hear  me, 
To  him  my  tale  I  teach. 

Cokfidg^t  Rime  qfthe 


Marimr. 


The  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil  shared  the 
aune  bed,  in  a  chamber  which  had  been  that  of 
their  parents  before  the  death  of  their  mother. 
Magnus,  who  suffered  grievously  under  that  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  had  become  disgusted 
with  the  apartment.     The  nuptial  chamber  was 
abandoned  to  the  pledges  of  his  bereaved  affec- 
tion, of  whom  the  eldest  was  at  that  period  only 
four  years  old,  or  thereabouts  ;  and,  having  been 
theirs  in  infancy,  continued,  though  now  tricked 
and  adorned  according  to  the  best  fashion  of  the 
islands,  and  the  taste  of  the  lovely  sisters  them- 
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flelves,  to  be  their  sleeping-room,  or,  in  the  old 
None  dialect,  their  bower. 

It  had  been  for  many  years  the  scene  of  the 
most  intimate  confidence,  if  that  could  be  called 
confidence,  where,  in  truth,  there  was  nothing  to 
be  confided;  where  ndthernster  had  a  secret;  and 
where  every  thought  that  had  birth  in  the  bosom 
of  the  one  was,  inthoat  either  hentation  or  doubt, 
confided  to  the  other  as  spontaneously  as  it  had 
arisen.  But,  ance  Cleveland  abode  in  the  mansion 
of  Burgh  Westra,  eadi  of  the  lovely  sisters  had 
entertiuned  thoughts  which  are  not  lightly  or 
easily  communicated,  unless  she  who  listens  to 
them  has  previously  assured  herself  that  the  con- 
fidoioe  will  be  kindly  received.  Minna  had  no- 
ticed what  other  and  less  interested  observers  had 
been  unable  to  perceive,  that  Cleveland,  name- 
ly, held  a  lower  rank  in  Brenda^s  opinion  than 
in  her  own ;  and  Brenda,  on  her  side,  thought 
that  Minna  had  hastily  and  unjustly  joined  in 
the  prejudices  which  had  been  excited  against 
Mordaunt  Mertoun  in  the  mind  of  their  father. 
Each  was  sensible  that  she  was  no  longer  the  same 
to  her  sister ;  and  this  conviction  was  a  painful  ad- 
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oCber  paiafiil  apprehenaions  which  thej 
wpfated  thejT'had  to  struggle  with.  Their  man*, 
ler  tomids  each  other  wa%  in  outward  appear- 
aooea^and  in  all  the  little  cares  by  which  affection 
cm  ht  expwMcd,  crea  mere  assiduous]  j  kind 
ttui  Wixe^  us  if  both^  consoous  that  their  in*. 
knditBuve  wasm  breach  of  their  sisterly  union, 
Ane  to  atone  for  it  by  douUe  assiduity  in  those 
<rtfinri  wsfiksef  affectJen,  which,  at  other  times^ 
akeuAflre  was  notfaiBg  to  hide,  mi^t  be  omit* 
Id,  withmit  ifltferring  any  consequences. 

On  the  night  vefieired  to  in  particular,  the  sisters 

tit  note  especially  the  decay  of  the  confidence 

^tfaich  used  to  exist  betwixt  them.  The  proposed 

luym^  to  Krkwall,  and  thai  at  the  time  of  the 

Air^  wliflB  persons  of  every  d^ree  in  these  islands 

icpair  there,  ^ther  for  business  or  amusement, 

was  fike  t6  be  an  important  incident  in  lives  usu- 

tify  so  simple  and  lunfinrm  as  theirs ;  and  a  few 

flUBMriiB  ago  Minna  and  Brenda  would  have  been 

jKtmke  half  the  night,  anticipating,  in  their  talk 

with  each  other,  all  that  was  likely  to  happen  on 

so  momentous  an  occasion.  But  now  the  subject 

was  just  mentioned,  and  sufiered  to  drop,  as  if 
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the  topic  was  likely  to  produce  difference  betwixt 
them,  or  to  call  forth  a  more  open  display  of  thai 
several  ojnnions  than  either  was  willing  to  make 
to  the  other. 

Yet  such  was  their  natural  openness  and  gen* 
tleness  of  disposiUon,  that  each  sister  imputed 
to  herself  the  fault  that  there  was  aught  like 
estrangement  existing  between  them,  and  when, 
having  finished  their  devoUons,  and  betaken  them- 
selves to  their  common  couch,  they  folded  each 
other  in  their  arms,  and  exchanged  a  sisterly  kiss, 
and  a  sisterly  good  night,  they  seemed  mutually 
to  ask  pardon,  and  to  exchange  forgiveness,  al- 
though neither  said  a  word  of  offence,  either  of- 
fered or  received ;  and  both  were  soon  plunged  in 
that  light  and  yet  profound  repose,  which  is  on- 
ly enjoyed  when  sleep  sinks  down  on  the  eyes  of 
youth  and  innocence. 

On  the  night  to  which  the  story  relates,  both 
fcisters  were  visited  by  dreams,  which,  though 
varied  by  the  moods  and  habits  of  the  sleepers, 
bore  yet  a  strange  general  resemblance  to  each 
other. 

j\Iinna  dreamed  that  she  was  in  one  of  tlie 
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most  kmely  recesses  of  the  beach,  called  Swart- 
9^Ty  where  the  incessant  operation  of  the  waves, 
udeoting  a  calcareous  rock,  has  formed  a  deep 
AofifT, which,  in  the  language  of  the  island,  meant 
Anibterranean  cavern,  into  which  the  tide  ebbs 
tnd  flows.     Many  of  these  run  to  an  extraordi- 
oirjr  and  unascertained  depth  underground,  and 
tte  the  safe  retreat  of  cormorants  and  seals,  whom 
it  is  neither  easy  nor  safe  to  pursue  to  their  ex- 
trane  recesses.     Amongst  these,  this  halier  of 
Swartaster  was  accounted  peculiarly  inaccessible, 
and  shunned  both  by  fowlers  and  by  seamen,  on 
acxxnint  of  sharp  angles  and  turnings  in  the  cave 
itself,  as  well  as  the  sunken  rocks  which  render- 
ed it  very  dangerous  for  skiffs  or  boats  to  advance 
far  into  it,  especially  if  there  was  the  usual  swell 
of  an  island  tide.  From  the  dark-browed  mouth 
of  this  cavern,  it  seemed  to  Minna,  in  her  dream, 
that  die  beheld  a  mermaid  issue,  not  in  the  classi- 
cal dress  of  a  Nereid,  as  in  Claud  Halcro^s  mask 
of  the  preceding  evening,  but  with  comb  and 
glass  in  hand  according,  and  lashing  the  waves 
with  that  long  scaly  train,  which,  in  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  country,  forms  so  frightful  a  con- 
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and  carthljr  fcnale  of  aiir- 
lo  bedum  to  MiiiDiy 
■hUj  m  her  cur,  aad 
cdani^  aad 


iB^uiicd  to  flag;  aad 
whh  m  KtcI  J  mmg^ 

whh  inch  nople,  yet  Mk 
r« »  nrhfaw  Cukd  to  produce  shouts 
M  iuKfcghier  «id  ■fphiMg,  whik  all  who  ooidd, 
\v  whk^  cvHud  Boc  dng,  were  irreaiitiblj  conpel- 
ifti >» ieai  thar lukei  m the chon»>  Button 
thtt  ooaomk  k  ju.tJ  as  if  her  own  rake  la- 
fttMd  aU  ks  unal  dutr,  and  as  if,  while  die  ftk 
hfTiifUr  uEoahle  ID  cspras  the  wwds  of  the  wctt- 
Lnonrn  air«  it  nKuncd,  in  her  own  deqptte^  the 
AxyttfM^  and  wiki  and  mrianrhnly  notes  of  Nor> 
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na  of  Fitful-head,  for  the  purpose  of  chauntmg 
•ame  wild  Rmiic  rhyme,  reaeinUiog  those  sung 
hj  the  heathen  priests  of  old,  when  the  yictim  (too 
often  human)  was  bound  to  the  fatal  altar  of  Odin 
orof  Thor. 

At  length  the  two  sisters  at  once  started  from 

ileep,  and,  uttering  a  low  scream  of  fear,  clasped 

themseWes  in  eadi  others  alrms.  For  their  fancy 

lisd  not  altogether  played  them  false ;  the  sounds 

viiidi  had  suggested  their  dreams  were  real,  and 

long  within  their  apartment.    They  knew  the 

foioe  weQ,  indeed,  and  yet,  knowing  to  whom  it 

bdonged,  thdr  surprise  and  fear  was  scarce  the 

les,  when  they  saw  the  well-known  Noma  of  Fit- 

fbUiead,  seated  by  the  chimney  of  the  apartment, 

which,  during  the  summer  season,  contained  an 

iron  lamp  well  trimmed,  and,  in  winter,  a  fire  of 

wood  or  of  turf. 

She  was  wrapped  in  her  long  and  ample  gar- 
■Mil  aiwadmatdf  and  moTed  her  body  slowly  ta 
and  fro  over  the  pale  flame  of  the  lamp,  as  she 
snng  lines  to  the  following  purpose,  in  a  slow, 
mi^  and  almost  an  unearthly  accent : 
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''  For  leagues  along  the  watery  wiy. 

Through  golph  and  atream  my  oonne  hat  hear; 
The  hillowB  know  my  Rmiic  lay. 

And  imooth'd  thdr  crtsts  to  nlent  green. 


"  The  hillowB  know  my  Runic  lay,— 
The  gulph  grows  smooth^  the  stream  is  stfll ; 

fiut  human  hearts^  more  wild  than  they. 
Know  hut  the  rule  of  wayward  wilL 

"  One  hour  is  mine,  in  all  the  year. 

To  tell  my  woes, — and  one  alone  ; 
When  gleams  this  magic  lamp,  'tis  here,-—' 

\Micn  dies  the  mystic  light,  'tis  gone. 

"  Daughters  of  northern  Magnus,  hail ! 

The  lamp  is  lit,  the  flame  is  dear,— 
To  you  I  come  to  tell  my  talc. 

Awake,  arise,  my  talc  to  hear  1"—' 

Noma  was  well  known  to  the  daughter^  of 
Troil,  but  it  was  not  without  cmoUon,  although 
Taried  by  their  respective  dispositions,  that  they 
beheld  her  so  unexpectedly,  and  at  such  an  hour. 
Their  opinions  with  respect  to  the  supernatural 
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sttributes  to  which  she  pretended,  were  extreme- 
ly different. 

MinDa^  with  an  unusual  intensity  of  ima^na- 
tioD,  although  superior  in  talent  to  her  sister,  was 
nore  apt  to  listen  to  and  delight  in  every  tale  of 
vooder,  and  was  at  all  times  more  willing  to  ad- 
iBit  impressions  which  gave  her  fancy  scope  and 
sxerciae,  without  minutely  examining  their  realt- 
f7>  Brenda,  on  the  other  hand,  had,  in  her  gaiety, 
^digfat  propensity  to  satire^  and  was  often  tempt- 
ed to  laugh  at  the  very  circumstances  upon  which 
Hiniia  founded  her  imaginative  dreams ;  and,  like 
^  who  love  the  ludicrous,  she  did  not  readily  suf- 
fer herself  to  be  imposed  upon,  or  overawed,  by 
poQpous  preten^ons  of  any  kind  whatever^  But 
u  Qer  nerves  were  weaker  and  more  irritable 
Aan  those  of  her  sister,  she  often  paid  involun- 
tey  homage,  by  her  fears,  to  ideas  which  her 
Tttaon  disowned ;  and  hence,  Claud  Halcro  used 
to  say,  in  reference  to  many  of  the  traditionary 
superstitions  around  Burgh  Westra,  that  Minna 
bdieved  them  without  trembling,  and  that  Bren- 
da  trembled  without  believing  them.  In  our  own 
more  enlightened  days,  there  are  few  whose  un** 

11 
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doubtiiig  mind  and  natiye  courage  have  not  fdt 
Minna*s  high-wrought  tone  of  enthunam;  and 
perh^fM  stili  fewer,  wha  have  not,  at  oqctimeor 
other,  felt,  like  Brenda,  thor  nerves  confeM  the 
influence  of  terrors  which  ihm  reason  disowned 
and  despised. 

Under  the  influence  of  such  different  fedings, 
Minna,  when  the  first  moment  of  surpriae  was 
over,  prepared  to  spring  from  her  bed,  and  go 
to  greet  Noma,  who,  she  doubted  not,  had  oome 
on  some  errand  fraught  with  fiirte ;  while  Brenda, 
who  only  beheld  in  her  a  woman  partially  deran- 
ged in  her  understanding,  and  who  yet,  frcmi  the 
extravagance  of  her  claims,  regarded  her  as  an 
undefined  object  of  awe,  or  rather  terror,  detain- 
ed her  sister  by  an  eager  and  terrified  grasp, 
while  she  whispered  in  her  ear  an  eager  entreaty 
that  she  would  call  for  assistance.  But  the  soul 
of  Minna  was  too  highly  wrought  up  by  the  crisis 
at  which  her  fate  seemed  to  have  arrived,  to  per- 
mit her  to  follow  the  dictates  of  her  sister^s  fears ; 
and,  extricating  herself  from  Brenda'*s  hold,  she 
hastily  threw  on  a  loose  night-gown,  and  step- 
ping  boldly  across  the  apartment,  while  her  heart 

10 
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throbbed  father  with  high  excitement  than  with 
teur,  she  thus  addressed  her  singular  yisitor : 

^  Noma,  if  your  mission  regards  us,  as  your 
wofds  seem  to  express,  there  is  one  of  us,  at  least, 
wbm  will  leoeiTe  its  import  with  reverence,  but 
without  fear.^ 

^  Noma,  dear  Noma,^  said  the  tremulous  voice 
«f  Bi«nda,r— wbo^  feeling  no  safety  in  the  bed  af- 
Mnina  had  quitted  it,  had  followed  her,  as  fiu 
crowd  into  the  rear  of  an  advancing  army, 
tccanas!  they  dare  not  remain  behind,  and  who 
stood  half  concealed  by  her  sister,  and  hold- 
fast  by  the  skirts  of  her  gown,-—^^  Noma, 
Noma,**  she  said, ''  whatever  you  are  to  say, 
lei  it  be  to*morrow.  I  will  call  Euphane  Fea  the 
fcoQsdceeper,  and  she  will  find  you  a  bed  for  the 

^  No  bed  for  me,^  said  their  nocturnal  visitor ; 
M  no  «Iodng  of  the  eyes  for  me ;  they  have  watch- 
ed as  shelf  and  stack  appeared  and  disappeared 
bKwixt  Burgh-Westra  and  Orkney— they  have 
aeen  the  Man  of  Hoy  nnk  into  the  sea,  and  the 
Peak  of  Hengcliff  arise  from  it,  and  yet  they  have 
not  tasted  of  slumber;  nor  must  they  slumber 
till  my  task  is  ended.    Sit  down,  then,  Min- 

VOL.   II.  I 
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na,  and  thou,  ally  trembler,  nt  down,  while  I 
trim  my  lamp^-Don  your  dothes,  for  the  tak  is 
long,  and  ere  ^tis  done,  ye  will  shiver  with  wone 
than  cold.^^ 

*^  For  Heaven^s  sake,  then^  put  it  off  till  day- 
light, dear  Noma,^  said  Brenda  i  ^^  the  dawn 
cannot  be  far  distant;  aiidif  you  aretoteU  us  of 
any  thing  frightful,  let  it  be  by  day-light,  and 
not  by  the  dim  glimmer  of  that  blue  lamp.^ 

'^  Patience,  fool  !^  said  th&r  nocturnal  Tisitor. 
<^  Not  by  day-light  should  Noma  teU  a  tale  that 
might  blot  the  sun  out  of  heaven,  and  Uigfat  the 
hopes  of  the  hundred  boats  that  will  leave  this 
shore  ere  noon,  to  commence  their  deep-sea  fidi^ 
ing,— ay,  and  of  the  hundred  families  that  will 
await  their  return.  The  demon,  whom  the  aoonds 
will  not  fail  to  awaken,  must  shake  his  dark  wii^ 
over  a  shipless  and  a  boatless  sea,  as  he  rushes 
from  his  mountain  to  drink  the  accents  of  hofnir 
he  loves  so  well  to  listen  to.^ 

*^  Have  pity  on  Brenda^s  fears,  good  Noma,^ 
said  the  elder  sister,  '^  and  at  least  postpone  this 
frightful  communication  to  another  place  and 
hour.'* 

<<  Maiden,  no  f^  replied  Noma,  stomly ;  *^  it 
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must  be  told  while  that  lamp  yet  bums.  Mine  is 
DO  day-light  tale-^y  that  lamp  it  must  be  toldf 
wliicfa  u  iramed  out  of  the  gibbet-irons  of  the 
cruel  Lord  of  Wodeiis  voe,  who  murdered  his  bro« 
ther ;  and  has  for  its  nourishment— enough  that  it 
Beirercameeitherfrom  the  fish  or  from  the  fruit  !— 
See,  it  waxes  dim  and  dimmer,  nor  must  my  tale 
bat  longer  than  its  flame  endureth.  Sit  ye  down 
there  while  I  sit  here  opposite  to  you,  and  place 
the  lamp  betwixt  us ;  for  within  the  sphere  of  its 
light  the  demon  dares  not  yenture.^ 

The  sisters  obeyed,  Minna  casting  a  slow, 
awestruck,  yet  determined  look  all  around,  as  if 
to  see  the  being  who,  according  to  the  doubtful 
words  of  Noma,  hoyered  in  their  neighbourhood; 
Brenda^s  fears  were  mingled  with  some 
both  of  anger  and  of  impatience.  Noma 
paid  no  attention  to  ^ther,  but  b^an  her  story 
m  the  following  wotds : 

<<  Ye  know,  my  daughters,  that  your  blood  is 
allied  to  mine,  but  in  what  degree  ye  know  not ; 
lor  there  was  early  hostifity  betwixt  your  grand- 
nre  and  him  who  had  the  misfortune  to  call  me 
daughter.— Let  me  term  him  by  his  Christian 
name  of  Erlend,  for  that  which  marks  our  rela« 
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tion  I  dare  not  bestow.    Your  grandsire  Olare 
was  the  brother  of  Erlend.     But  when  the  wide 
Udal  possesnona  of  their  father  Rolfe  Tnnl,  the 
most  rich  and  well  estated  of  any  who  descended 
from  the  old  Norse  stock,  were  divided  betwixt 
the  brothers,  the  Fowde  gave  to  Erlend  his  £iu 
ther'^s  lands  in  Orkney,  and  reserved  for  Olave 
those  of  Hialtland.    Discord  arose  between  the 
brethren ;  for  Erlend  held  that  he  was  wronged ; 
and  when  the  Lawting*  irith  the  Raddmen  and 
Law-right-men  confirmed  the  division,  he  went 
in  wrath  to  Orkney,  cursing  Hialtland  and  its 
inhabitants— curnng  his  brother  and  his  blood. 
<^  But  the  love  of  the  rock  and  of  the  mountain 
still  wrought  on  Erlend^s  mind,  and  he  fixed  his 
dwelling  not  on  the  soft  hills  of  Orphir,  or  the 
green  plains  of  Gramesey,  but  in  the  wikL  and 
mountmnous  Isle  of  Hoy,  whose  summit  rises  to 
the  sky  like  the  clifis  of  Foulah  and  of  Feroe.  *f- 


*  The  Lawting  was  the  Comitia^  or  Supreme  Court  of 
the  country^  being  retained  both  in  Orkney  and  Zedand, 
and  presenting^  in  their  constitution^  the  rude  origin  of  a 
parliament. 

t  And  from  which  hill  of  Hoy,  at  midsummer,  the  son 
may  be  seen,  it  it  aaid,  at  midnight.  So  saya  the  geographer 
Blenu,  although,  according  to  Dr  Wallace,  it  cannot  be  the 
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He  knew,  that  unhappy  Erlend,  whatever  of  fe* 
gendny  kne  Scald  and  Bard  had  left  behind 
them;  and  to  teach  me  that  knowledge,  whidi 
was  to  cost  us  both  so  dear,  was  the  chief  occn* 
pstiQa  of  his  old  age.  I  learned  to  yint  each 
lonely  barroWi— each  loflty  caim-«--to  tell  its  ap* 
propriate  tak^  and  to  sooth  with  rhimes  in  his 
pnise  the  spirit  of  the  stem  warrior  who  dwell 
ivitUn.  I  knew,  where  the  sacrifices  were  made 
of  yon  to  Thor  and  to  Odin,  on  what  stones  the 
blood  of  the  victims  flowed— where  stood  the 
dark-hrowed  priest— where  the  crested  chiefs, 
who  consulted  the  will  of  the  idol— where  the 
more  distant  crowd  of  inferior  worshippers,  who 
looked  on  in  awe  or  terror.  The  places  most 
shunned  by  the  timid  peasants,  had  no  terrors 
fiir  me:  I  dared  walk  in  the  fairy  circle,  and 
deep  by  the  magic  spring. 

^  But  for  my  misfortune,  I  was  chiefly  fond  to 
finger  about  the  Dwarfie  Stone,  as  it  is  called,  a 
relique  of  antiquity,  which  strangers  look  on  with 
ccaiositjf  and  the  natives  with  awe.  It  is  a  huge 
fragment  of  a  rock,  which  lies  in  a  broken  and 

true  body  of  the  sun  which  is  yisible,  but  only  its  image 
itflracted  through  some  watery  doud  upon  the  horizon. 
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rude  valley,  full  of  stones  and  precipices,  in  the 
recesses  of  the  Ward-hill  of  Hoy.  The  inndeol 
the  stone  has  two  couches,  hewn  by  no  eardil^ 
hand,  and  having  a  small  passage  between  them. 
The  door-way  is  now  open  to  the  weather ;  bal 
beside  it  lies  the  huge  stone,  winch,  adapted  tn 
grooves,  still  visible  in  the  entrance,  once  bad 
served  to  open  and  to  dose  this  extraordUiiar| 
dwelling,  which  Trolld,  a  dwarf  famous  in'thi 
northern  Sagas,  is  said  to  have  framed  for  fab 
own  favourite  reddence.  The  lonely  shepherd 
avcHds  the  place,  for  at  sun-rise,  high  noon,  ol 
sun-set,  the  mis-shapen  form  of  the  necromantk 
owner  may  sometimes  still  be  seen  utting  by  the 
Dwarfie  Stone.  *     I  feared  not  the  apparitioob 


*  Dr  Wallace  gives  the  fbllofwing  acocmnt  of  this  cod- 
odty :  ''  There  is  in  Hoy>  lying  betwixt  two  hiDs^  a  t$m$ 
called  the  Dwarfie  StoQe^  which  is  one  entire  rock^  thiilT^ 
six  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  broad^  nine  feet  thick,  hoDow- 
ed  within  by  the  hands  of  some  maaon,  (for  the  puints  si 
the  irons  are  to  be  seen  on  it  to  thi^  day)  with  a  aqovc 
hole  of  about  two  feet  high  for  the  entry,  and  a  atone  pro- 
portionable standing  before  it  for  a  door.  M^thin,  at 
end,  is  a  bed,  excellently  cut  out  of  the  stone, 
two  men  may  lie  together,  at  their  fuU  length ;  at  the 
other  end  is  a  couch,  and  in  the  middle,  a  headrth  ftr  a 
fire,  with  a  hole  cut  above  for  the  chimney.    It  stands  in 
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for,  Minna,  my  heart  was  as  bold,  and  my  hand 
vii  as  innocent,  as  yours.     In  my  childish  cou« 
n^i^  I  was  even  but  too  jiresumptuous,  and 
tbe  thirst  after  things  unattainable  led  me,  like 
flur  primitive  mother,  to  denre  increase  of  know- 
Up^  even  by  prohibited  means.     I  longed  to 
poness  the  power  of  the  Volusps  and  divining 
vomen  of  our  andent  race ;  to  wield,  like  them, 
eommand  over  the  elements ;  and  to  summon  the 
ghosts  of  deceased  heroes  from  their  caverns, 
that  they  might  redte  their  daring  deeds,  and 
impart  to  me  thdr  hidden  treasures.  Often  when 
watching  by  the  Dwarfie  Stone,  with  mine  eyes 
fixed  on  the  Ward-hiU,  which  rises  above  that 
gloomy  valley,  I  have  distinguished,  among  the 
dark  rocks,   that  wonderful  carbuncle,  which 
gleams  ruddy  as  a  furnace  to  them  who  view  it 
from  beneath,  but  has  ever  become  invisible  to 
him  whose  daring  foot  has  scaled  the  precipices 


a  desolate  mdaocboly  place^  more  than  a  mile  from  any 
inhabited  house,  and  aU  the  ground  ahout  ia  nothing  but 
hig^  heath  and  heather.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
nMeooe  of  some  melancholy  hermit."— Z>f«crif}<to;i  of  the 
itkmds  of  Orkmty,  ISmo.  1700.  p.  51. 


toad 


^^nd  die  mi 
said  Hmiia,  her  blocid  cmdling 

""Hooh,"  nod  N 
M  Tex  him  noC  widi 


heais  U3  ercn  now.* 

Brenda  started  finom  her 


shefiitened. 

her  ToioB^ 
iswithiu—Jie 


•«I  wiUto 


*  '^  At  the  west  end  of  dds  stone,  (i.  e.  die  DwaHte 
Stone,)  ftands  an  exceeding  higjh  moontam  nf  a  steep  as- 
cent^ called  the  Wart-Uill  of  Hoy,  near  the  top  of  whidi, 
in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  about  tni<lnightj 
is  seen  aomethmg  that  shines  and  sparkles  admirably,  and 
which  is  oflen  seen  a  great  way  off.  It  hath  shined  move 
brightly  before  than  it  does  now ;  and  though  many  have 
climbed  up  the  hill,  and  attempted  to  search  for  it,  yet 
they  could  find  nothing.  The  vulgar  talk  of  it  as  some 
enchanted  carbuncle,  but  I  take  it  rather  to  be  some  water 
sliding  down  the  face  of  a  smooth  rock,  which,  when  the 
nun,  at  Huch  a  time,  shines  upon,  the  reflection  canscth 
that  admirable  splendour."— Z)»#criy ion  of  Orkney,  p.  S9. 
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Eopbme  Fe£%  dunnber,**  she  said,  *^  and  leave 
joQy  IGnna  and  Nonui»  to  finish  jrour  stones  of 
U^pUins  and  of  dwarfs  at  your  own  leisure ;  I 
cue  not  fx  tbem  at  any  time,  but  I  will  not  en- 
dure  them  at  midnigbt,  and  by  this  pale  lamp- 
iigbL" 

She  was  accordingly  in  the  act  of  leaving  the 
nttn,  when  her  aster  detained  her. 

^  Is  tUa  the  oourage,**  she  said,  <<  of  her  that 

ttidiefes  whatever  the  history  of  our  fathers  tells 

us  of  supernatural  prodigy?  What  Noma  has  to 

^  eoooema  the  fate,  perhaps,  of  our  father  and 

b  bouse  ;-*if  I  can  listen  to  it,  trusting  that 

God  and  my  innocence  will  protect  me  from 

d  that  is  c{  malign  influence,  you,  Brenda,  who 

bdieve  not  in  such  influence,  have  surely  no 

canse  to  tremble.    Credit  me,  that  for  the  guilt- 

las  there  b  no  fear."^ 

^  There  may  be  no  danger,^  said  Brenda,  un- 
Me  to  suppress  her  natural  turn  for  humour, 
^  but,  as  the  old  jest  book  says,  there  is  much 
fear.  However,  Minna,  I  will  stay  with  you,  the 
rather,^  she  added,  in  a  whisper,  **  that  I  am  loth 
to  leave  you  alone  with  this  frightful  woman,  and 
that  I  have  a  dark  staircase  and  long  passage  be* 


I  wold  hive  hi 


^^^  3^  afe^MK  ^vnu  is  JL  3ie  dtfk,  and  llial^ 

>.  sr -i:^.  sAE  «nmicvsi  l^  ^er  fate,  and  at 
.x^  '.  «v-Lmui«^i:  3/  isasx  irr^  j£l  she  eqiaam* 
is:-.-  «  iiw:  Ht%i  ^juit£  r^aiiinanB  tt?  sbe  remuimig 
MT:  «^  Xifna  >2&tf^T:nKawK  OK  as  taUcNrs>-* 
1~  ik:v*\?«^^*-i  <ni  X  Juc  iiimmiw  djnr»  and  juil 
41x^1.  :rx.  Hiur  .'tiu\nx^" :»itc:;i:jeii  Noma," ai  I 
s»  '^  :^  ^^*^^ii;  fcjin*.  vji:  azT  <t<s  fixed  oa 
jk  ^**  ir»<£-^l'4:..  %  itiuof  Uftf  3tT>sc£nous  and  erer- 
7ur«uiiK  .':ftL-->umrj;  sii^i  js»  nT»  nore  brightly 
'ii.tii  ;^>&^ai«  jucL  ?t!fnaiA£  jl  st  beart  as  the  le- 
suTH.*:^  'x*uiiwsi>  «-f  luTTim  £m?vWiige,  that  at 
jk^i^^  I  cvuiii  3CC  j«ft>  ^wifwnig,  in  the  vcidi 
s.*<'  jtt  jac:«u^  >i:sa» 


i 
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''  Dwelkn  of  the  mountain,  rise, 
TroUd  tlie  powerful^  Haims  the  wise ! 
Te  who  taught  weak  woman's  tongue 
Words  that  sway  the  wise  and  strongs — 
Te  who  taught  w;eak  woman's  hand 
How  to  wield  the  magic  wand. 
And  wake  the  gales  on  Foulah's  steep. 
Or  InU  wild  Sumbuigh's  waves  to  sleep !-» 
Sim  aie  ye  yet  ?*— Not  yours  the  power 
\-  You  knew  in  Odin's  mightier  hour. 

Wha^  are  ye  now  but  empty  names. 
Powerful  Trolld,  sagacious  Haims, 
That,  lightly  spoken,  lightly  heard. 
Float  on  the  air  like  thbtle's  beard  ?" 

^  I  had  scarce  uttered  these  words,^  continued 
Moma,  ^*  ere  the  sky,  which  had  been  till  then 
iumiaDy  dear,  grew  so  suddenly  dark  around  me, 
that  it  teemed  more  like  midnight  than  noon.  A 
iof^  flash  of  lightning  shewed  me  at  once  the  de- 
solate landscape  of  heath,  morass,  mountiun,  and 
ftedpce  which  lay  around;  a  single  clap  of  thun- 
der wakened  all  the  echoes  of  the  Ward-hill, 
which  continued  so  long  to  repeat  the  sound,  that  it 
seemed  some  rock,  rent  by  the  thunderbolt  from 
the  summit,  was  rolling  oyer  cliff  and  precipice 
into  the  valley.  Immediately  after,  fell  a  burst  of 


1 40  THK  PIBATX. 

rain  so  precipitouB,  that  I  was  fain  to  shun  i^ 
pelting,  by  creeping  into  the  interior  of  the  xaf^ 
terious  stone. 

<*  I  seated  myself  on  the  laiger  stone  couel'f 
which  is  cut  at  the  farther  end  of  the  cavity* 
and,  with  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  smaller  bed, 
ried  myself  with  conjectures  respecting  the 
gin  and  purpose  of  my  singular  place  of  refuge-* 
Had  it  been  really  the  work  of  that  powerfiil 
TroUd,  to  whom  the  poetry  of  the  Scalds  refers 
red  it  ?  Or  was  it  the  tomb  of  some  Scandinaviaim 
chief,  interred  with  bis  arms  and  his  wealth,  per^ 
haps  also  with'  his  immolated  wife,  that  what  he 
loved  best  in  life  might  not  in  death  be  divided 
from  him  ?  Or  was  it  the  abode  of  penance,  choseii 
by  some  devoted  anchorite  of  later  days  ?  Or  the 
idle  work  of  some  wandering  mechanic,  whom 
chance,  and  whim,  and  leisure,  had  thrust  upon 
such  an  undertaking  ?     I  tell  you  the  thou^ts 
that  then  floated  through  my  brain,  that  ye  may 
know  that  what  ensued  was  not  the  vision  of  a 
prejudiced  or  prepossessed  imagination,  but  an 
apparition,  as  certain  as  it  was  awful. 

'*  Sleep  had  gradually  crepton  me,  amidst  my  lu- 
cubrations, when  I  was  startled  from  my  slumbers 
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iiy  a  Moond  diqp  of  thunder ;  and,  when  I  awoke, 
I  ttw,  through  the  dim  light  which  the  upper 
aperture  admitted,  the  unshapely  and  indistinct 
fam  of  Tiolld  the  dwarf,  seated  opposite  to  me 
€Q  the  lesser  couch,  which  his  square  and  mis- 
ibpen  bulk  seemed  absolutely  to  fill  up.  I  was 
tetled,  but  not  affrighted ;  for  the  blood  of  the 
annt  race  of  Lochlin  was  warm  in  my  veins. 
Beqx)ke,  and  his  words  were  of  Norse,  so  old, 
Ait  few,  save  my  father,  or  I  myself,  could  have 
comprdiended  their  import, — such  language  as 
^  spoken  in  these  islands  ere  Olave  planted 
^  cross  on  the  ruins  of  heathenism.  His  mean- 
iDSwas  dark  also  and  obscure,  like  that  which 
^  Pagan  priests  were  wont  to  deliver,  in  the 
Btne  of  thrir  idols,  to  the  tribes  that  assembled 
^iie  Hdgf^tU^    This  was  the  import, — 

**  k  thousand  winters  dark  have  flown> 
Since  o'er  the  threshold  of  my  stone 
▲  TOCaresB  paas'd^  my  power  to  own. 


*  Or  consecrated  mountain,  used  by  the  Scandinavian 
prieiU,  fiir  the  purposes  of  their  idol-worship. 
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Visitor  bold 

m 

Of  the  rnannxi  of  TroDd^ 

Maidea  haughty  of  hesrt. 
Who  hast  hither  presumedj— 
UngiAed,  imdoom'd, 

Thoa  shalt  not  depart ; 
The  power  thoa  dost  covet 

O'er  tempest  and  ware. 
Shall  be  thine,  thoa  prood  maidai; 

By  beach  and  by  cave, — 
By  stack  *-  and  by  skerry,*  by  doi^,  '  and  by  roe$^ 
By  air '  and  by  wick,  ^  and  by  helyer  ^  and  gio^  ' 
And  by  every  wild  shore  which  the  northeni  wiadi 
know. 

And  the  northern  tides  lave. 
But  thou^  this  shaU  be  given  thee,  thoa  despentdf 

brave, 
I  doom  thee  that  never  the  gift  thoa  dialt  have. 


f  Stack.  A  predpitous  rock,  rising  out  of  the 
'  Skerry,  A  6at  msulaled  ro^  not  subject  to  the  ovctflfv 
ing  of  the  ses. 

^  Noup.  A  round-headed  eminence. 
^  Voe.  A  creek,  or  inlet  of  the  ses. 
'  Air,  An  open  ses-beuh. 

•  Wick.  An  open  bay. 

7  Helyer,   A  cavern  into  which  the  tide  flows- 

*  Gio.  A  deep  ravine  which  admits  ths  tea. 
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'nil  Uiou  reave  thy  life's  giver 
Of  the  gift  which  he  gave." 

**  I  answered  huA  in  nearly  the  same  strain ;  for 
the  spnt  of  the  ancient  Scalds  of  our  race  was  up- 
on me,  and  far  from  fearing  the  phantom,  with 
vbom  I  sat  cooped  within  so  narrow  a  space,  I 
ftlt  the  impulse  of  that  high  courage  which  thrust 
the  nunent  Champions  and  Druidesses  upon  con- 
tertiwith  the  invisible  world,  when  they  thought 
that  the  earth  no  longer  contained  enemies  wor- 
thy to  be  subdued  by  them.  Therefore  did  I  an- 
■^him  thus: 

"  Dark  are  thj  words^  and  severe^ 

Thou  dweller  in  the  stone ; 
But  trembling  and  fear 

To  her  are  unknown^ 
Who  hath  sought  thoe  here> 

In  thy  dwelling  lone. 
Come  what  comes  soever^ 

The  worst  I  can  endure ; 
Life  is  but  a  short  fever> 

And  Death  is  the  cure." 

^*  The  demon  scowled  at  me,  as  if  at  once  in- 
closed and  overawed ;  and  then>  coiling  himself 

14 


1M 


op  OB.  a  dtUBK.  SHI  KlIpilllEOaB  TtfOnt^  hit  AflDi 

pened  fican  Ids  pbce.     I  fid  Holy  tiD  thai  om^ 
fed  the  inftifiiffr  of  fitighl,  bat  dicB  il 

tcnpeiit  hfld  pnnd  cvsj'y  and  aH  waa  pure  SM 

ted  hoaMty  mwing  by  the  way  am  the  wqada  cf  tia 
phaotoBiiy  which  I  cnoM  wal)  as  oAcw  ha|i|MB^ 
Rcali  ao  dEwdncthr  to  gmamr  «t  the  tiwie  aa-l 
have  been  lince  able  to  dou 

^  It  may  wtem  tfranKe  diat  sKh  an  appantia 
should,  in  tune,  hare  glided  from  mj  inid,:]ikl 
a  Ti»oQ  of  the  night — but  so  it  was.  I  broug^ 
myself  to  beliere  it  the  work  ctf  fancy— I  thoo^ 
Ihad  lived  toomudi  in  aotitude^andhadgiTen  wqf 
too  much  to  the  feelings  inspired  by  my  faToiiiile 
studies.  I  abandcMied  them  (or  a  time,  and  I 
mixed  with  the  youth  of  my  age.  I  was  upon  a 
visit  at  Kirkwall  when  I  learned  to  know  your 
father,  whom  business  had  brought  thither.  He 
easily  found  access  to  the  relation  with  whom  I 
lived,  who  was  anxious  to  compose,  if  possible^ 
the  feud  which  divided  our  families.  Your  Ci- 
ther, maidens,  has  been  rather  hardened  than 
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dunged  by  yean-«-be  had  the  same  manly  form^ 
theaune  old  None  frankness  of  manna:  and  of 
hnrt,  the  same  upright  courage  and  honesty  of 
diiposition,  with  more  of  the  gentle  ingenuous- 
Vm  of  youth^  an  eager  deiure  to  please,  a  will. 

• 

iBgMai  to  be  pleased,  and  a  vivacity  of  spirits 
vIboIi  sunrives  not  our  early  years.   But  though 
l^nae  thus  worthy  of  love,  and  though  Erlend 
viote  to  me,  authorizing  his  attachment,  there 
*tt  aDother«— a  stranger,  Minna,  a  fatal  stranger 
"^  of  arts  unknown  to  us,  and  graces  which  to 
^  |)bin  manners  of  your  father  were  unknown. 
^€1,  he  walked,  indeed,  amongst  us  like  a  being 
tf  another  and  of  a  superior  race.^Ye  look  on 
^  as  if  it  were  strange  that  I  should  have  attrac- 
tions for  such  a  lover;  but  I  present  nothing 
tiiat  can  remind  you  that  Noma  of  the  Fitful- 
kead  was  oace  admired  and  loved  as  Ulla  Troil 
*"*the  change  betwixt  the  animated  body  and  the 
aorpae^  after  decease,  is  scarce  more  awful  and 
abaolute.than  I  have  sustained,  while  I  yet  lin- 
ger on  earth.  Look  on  me,  maidens— look  on  me 
by  thiB  glimmering  lights-Can  yc  believe  tliat 

VOL.  II.  K 


iiifi"  *;rTHf  ^lac  a&r  jR  ic  mA  viiilt 


:i):jsix  — A^  Ti:»  aasE  «:-  thou  n 

"•;-— s;_r.:  ;■.:  t  l:iii  jcate-ioufiaioi 

'■'.  *  :ry':  S:  :.i.i,  aai  ihea  iiak  wbei 
■''.::>>z.iT%r.;ii^  ^i  b-ick  a»  my  guilt  «o 

\\~r.]lc  see  >polie  ihis.  she  drew  logd 
.AiniRz  RuirioeDi  of  the  lamp,  uid  c 
■!>.caying  fiame :  then  a^aia,  with  ■  ho 
.iTui  in  broken  sentence;,  pursued  her 

**  I  niUit  wa^c  liitli>  time  in  wordih 


THE  PIBATE.  147 

iQlitaiydweUing  in  Hoy.  He  commanded  me  to 
see  my  lover  no  more,  and  to  receive  Magnus,  in 
vhom  he  was  willing  to  forgave  the  offences  of 
his  father,  as  my  Aiture  husband.  Alas,  I  no 
loDger  deserved  his  attachment — ^my  only  nvish 
v«8  to  escape  from  my  father^s  dwelling,  to  con- 
cod  my  shame  in  my  lover'^s  arms.  Let  me  do 
Un  justice— he  was  faithful — too,  too  faithful— 
Us  perfidy  would  have  berefl  me  of  my  senses ; 
littt  the  fatal  consequences  of  his  fidelity  hav^ 
4x)e  me  a  tenfold  injury.^ 

Sbe  paused,  and  then  resumed  with  the  wild 
tone  of  insanity,  ^^  It  has  made  me  the  powerful 

and  the  despairing  Sovereign  of  the  Seas  and 

Winds.'' 
She  paused  a  second  time  after  this  wild  ex« 

damation,  and  resumed  her  narrative  in  a  more 

composed  manner. 
**  My  lover  came  in  secret  to  Hoy,  to  concert 

measures  for  my  flight,  and  I  agreed  to  meet 

him,  that  we  might  fix  the  time  when  his  vessel 

should  come  into  the  Sound.  I  left  the  house  ai 

midnight'^ 


:r^   "irt   3t-.:nu   .t  117   ss£?»  mi^T 

ani  "rr—ai  >m.-i^— ran.  &:c  s  Ha 
■wc^  -in-  ^xsTt^asass  —Az  mn.  & 

— .asMi  :ar-.ii;ri  117  mti'    .ot-  tbroq 

:r:i-T,^^.  tci^^^  ehk  i:Titu.-«s  all  i 
mi  ^1.-.  1^  -..:4.:  Tis  iiLii  ±:>i  .^..-loe,  1 

=■-■•  bei^ii  =;- — ;!«-  t^_;-E  a*  'Jie  E 
'.'^  scir::?  c  -Jw  rt-wiir  «"  -Jxw  hang: 
r-j::  at.!  his  pajii.-cs  ^>i  sadi  sport  > 
lure*  ci  :•:*  i.y-^ih  i5.'rd  :be  fishem 
ire  p:en:«  tis  c^-«  »iJi  thontj^  and  I 
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waves  m  blindness  and  agony.  No,  maidens,  she 
whom  you  see  before  you  is  impassive  to  the  follies 
of  which  your  minds  are  the  sport«  I  am  she  that 
hive  made  the  oSering«-I  am  she  that  bereaved 
the  giver  of  the  gift  of  life  which  he  gave  me^ 
thedark  saying  has  been  interpreted  by  my  deed, 
ttMl  I  am  taken  from  humanity,  to  be  something 
pie^minently  powerful,  pre-eminently  wretch- 
^"  As  she  spoke  thus,  the  light,  which  had 
ita  long  quivering,  leaped  high  for  an  instant, 
ttd  seemed  about  to  expire,  when  Noma  inter- 
rupting herself,  said  hastily,  ^^  No  more  now-« 
^  oomes — ^he  comes — Enough  that  ye  know  me, 
ttd  the  right  I  have  to  advise  and  command 

JDu.— -Approach  now,  proud  Spirit  I   if  thou 

wilt.'' 
So  saying,  she  extinguished  the  lamp,  and 

passed  out  of  the  apartment  with  her  usual  lofti- 

ncai  of  step,  as  Minna  could  observe  from  its 

measured  cadence. 
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TS5  *:trKXTt  rf"  3Cnm  wxj  pM^wfuDy  «r- 
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«k  ^:^v-r  >^?«r  rAi  Mini  nvQ  hter  &iher,  and 

^vK<"   XMT  ^^^siicoa;.  jmf  jO«  vft$  ftr  a  time  w 

c^  n  sarrrr-^..  xx  ^iiianinpgii  wixh  horror,  that 

hK  *'.c   iv>k  ^-^x*!  ALtmnrc  ^^  sseak  to  her  sstor 

^fexMv;a.   ^>  "loK  jc  tin^r^*  ^  cftlkd  her  hx  her 

^kMivN  ^K  -^^xx»\\£  3c  iisswicr*  azKl«  od  uxicfaiiig 

Wr  ^kttiwv  29Kf  x>£:iii  x  ccihi  e  ic«.     Alarmed  to 

vV  ^c^Twccf;^  :$iv  dic>r«  cpsB  ibe  lattice  and  the 
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window-shutters,  and  admitted  at  once  the  free 
ur  and  the  pale  glimmer  of  the  hyperborean 
sommer  night.  She  then  became  sensible  that 
her  sister  was  in  a  swoon«  All  thoughts  ooncern- 
Uf  Noraa,  her  frightful  tale,  and  her  mysterious 
QMinection  with  the  invisible  world,  at  once  va- 
I'tthed  from  Minna^s  thoughts,  and  she  hastily  ran 
^tbe  apartment  of  the  old  house-keeper,  to  sum- 
OtoD  her  aid,  without  reflecting  for  a  moment 
vluitaghts  she  might  encounter  in  the  long  dark 
P>S8ages  which  she  had  to  traverse. 

The  old  woman  hastened  to  Brenda^s  assist- 
Qoe,  and  instantly  applied  such  remedies  as  her 
Cipeiience  suggested;  but  the  poor  girPs  ncr- 
V0U8  system  had  been  so  much  agitated  by  the 
liorrible  tale  she  had  just  heard,  that,  when  re- 
oo?ered  from  her  swoon,  her  utmost  endeavours 
to  compose  her  mind  could  not  prevent  her  fall- 
ii^  into  a  hysterical  fit  of  some  duration.     This 
also  was  subdued  by  the  experience  of  old  Eu- 
phane  Fea,  who  was  well  versed  in  all  the  simple 
pharmacy  used  by  the  natives  of  Zetland,  and  who, 
after  administering  a  composing  draught,  distil- 
led from  simples  and  wild  flowers,  at  length  saw 


ier  Ti%i<c  'me'i*^  l^  AqL    Ifimui  stretdied 

it!rse±-  11 

eozt:  itar  ssaer.  lasaed  her  dieek,  and 

---"ui-t!»i  ^annitr  it  itarnrr:  hot  the  more  die  in. 

*"/^*r  v^ 

:ns  v'aip*  tixenifd loir  from  her  ejB- 

ic*^  smz 

i  ~  tc  ismfs^  ihr  ^w^  JAtpuaed  to  nik  into 

ysnsrx.    : 

M  ^nc?  zt  ^3»e  iBivohmtny  panrkidb 

iwsn^x  «rur  v  srami  aa  ker  taBt%  md  tfagthJ 

Jisr  nor 

7'.'«fA:*ino!iie9BL 

TThf  ii 

ar-r  sursnK  loar  la  vUch  they  were 

jcr>j>aniK<!£  XT  Ansr  xmnd  die  state  of  the  nten 

Af?it*;ixc 

T^.131  ▼iim:  iiq£^  hare  been  expected. 

A  *.'ua%£ 

^«^  hai  rinaewdthejyirit  of  Bicnda^s 

Jic^'^^-OK  f«?.iae:3if7M«oa her IttuhiDff  cheek; 

rKf  rrcKne jc  ^TCiiscosciKB  of  the  preceifii^  night 
la^-jx^  e^  a»  JTiie  irv>cbde  c«i  her  k>ok,  as  the 
c  :fcfr?«?r»  c<  Ncr9tfi*$  taje  had  been  ahle  to 
^»  «^ '::si»' jBi^r^aaun.  Tbe  looks  of  Minna, 
oa  iSf  vVBCnrr*  w«cv  Ex^aacliolT,  downcaat,  and 
apGu::vc^T  ex2Jk2$iisd  bj  matching  and  anxiety. 
Tbifv  ja:vi  j£  &r^  link  to  each  odier,  as  if  afiaid 
of  cocchicj:  1  fut^ect  5o  trai^fat  with  emotion  as 
the  seme  of  the  preceding  nigfaL  It  was  not  imtil 
the  V  had  performed  tctgether  their  derotion^  as 
usual,  that  Brenda.  while  lacing  her  aster's  bod 


m  PIRATE.  153 

dice,  Ibr  they  rendered  the  services  of  the  toilet 
to  etch  other  reciprocally,  became  sensible  of  the 
pikness  of  her  nster'^s  looks ;  and  having  ascer- 
tuned,  by  a  glance  at  the  mirror,  that  her  own 
£d  BoC wear  the  same  dejection,she  kissed  Minna^s 
dieek,  and  said  affectionately,  ^^  Claud  Halcro 
w  ngbt,  my  dearest  sister,  when  his  poetical 
Mly  gave  us  these  names  of  Night  and  Day.^ 

^  And  wherefore  should  you  say  so  nowF*  sud 
MbuuL 

**  Because  we  each  are  bravest  in  the  season 
diit  we  take  our  name  from :  I  was  frightened 
^  nigh  to  death,  by  hearing  those  things  last 
>Oght,  which  you  endured  with  courageous  firm- 
ness; and  now,  when  it  is  broad  light,  I  can 
dunk  of  them  with  composure,  while  you  look 
II  pale  as  a  spirit  who  is  surprised  by  sun-rise*^ 
**  You  are  lucky,  Brenda,^  said  her  sister, 
gravely,  ^  who  can  so  soon  forget  such  a  tale  of 
wonder  and  of  horror.'" 

**  The  horror,"  said  Brenda,  "  is  never  to  be 
forgotten,  unless  one  could  hope  that  the  unfor- 
tunate woman^s  excited  imagination,  which  shews 


!i«^  n  amnidi^  ^9^  i|i|iiUoii5y  WMj 


"*  Yal  xsle^e  lucanK.  »iKB,^  sad  Miimiy 
*  a  ME-  AULL  'jg^  n:  :3is  Dwfie  Simcy  that 
iRnMxms^-ndcsi.  i£  v^nra  ao  bkt  tales  are  told, 
jmi  vTiii2i»  izr  w  TOBj  cocnesw  lias  been  rere- 
:at!  wiK.  iCAiaraMa.aBdasiiisaliode?* 
*^SBi£%snatL  ^slkat  our  anbapiijr 
\^  ^  Tu  mnv&anr.— aai  uxrefoce  I  beliere 
ixa  sXtf  lrfi^  m  tn*  IWrstd?  Sscne  dozing  a  than- 
iE«vscuT*n«.  :uac  ^le  juuific  ^ftftTer  in  it,  and  that, 
iurmsc  i  ^^Ani^  .t  iamij:  sueefv  perhaps,  some 
it^sm  ^-^cti>i  ii;r«  cvaiccr!aAi  vidk  the  popular 
7;uicin&&  ^icx  viudr  $aie  vxs  so  cuQTersant ;  but 
I  cmncc  «fta^Y  >£at;^«  aacav.'^ 

-*  Ani  ]i«  £ie  e^ienc.*  ajd  Minna,  ^  coire- 
5cviiii«:xi  X*  :fn;  itirk  scic^iiaacs  0/  the  visioo.** 

"^  F^utAMX  3ie«^  sabi  E^voda,  *^  I  radier  think 
She  insam:  ^woii  ae^^r  liuTe  beicn  put  into  shape, 
cr  pvrtiap^  nsflnanMrcd  ac  all,  but  for  the  erent 
Stue  slm  u»  ikevsibis'  she  had  neari j  forgot  the  ti- 
skxu  ial  ^wc  her  £tther  »  dreadful  death, — and 
«{k>  naall  varrant  how  much  of  what  she  then 
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ttipposed  hertelf  to  remember  was  not  the  creation 
of  ber  own  fancy,  disordered  as  it  naturally  was 
by  the  horrid  acddent  ?  Had  she  really  seen  and 
coDTersed  with  a  necromantic  dwarf,  she  was  like 
to  remember  the  conversation  long  enough— at 
least  I  am  sure  I  should.^ 

^Brenda,"  repHed  Minna,  "  you  have  heard 
Ae  good  minister  of  the  Cross  Kirk  say,  that 
boman  wisdom  was  worse  than  folly,  when  it  was 
applied  to  mysteries  beyond  its  comprehension  ; 
indthatif  we  believed  no  more  than  we  could  uu« 
dostand,  we  should  resist  the  evidence  of  our 
•awes,  which  presented  us  at  every  turn  circum- 
>tiDces  as  certain  as  they  were  unintelligible.^ 

"You  are  too  learned  yourself,  sister,"  an- 
swered Brenda,  ^^  to  need  the  assistance  of  the 
good  minister  of  Cross  Kirk ;  but  I  think  his  doc- 
trine only  related  to  the  mysteries  of  our  religion, 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  receive  without  investiga* 
tioa  or  doubt— but  in  things  occurring  in  com- 
BMm  life,  as  God  has  bestowed  reason  upon  us, 
we  cannot  act  wrong  in  employing  it.    But  you, 
my  dear  Minna,  have  a  warmer  fancy  than  mine, 
and  are  willing  to  receive  all  those  wonderful 


•  --   W1U1»L 
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^  I  ck>  nol  ridicule  then^  God  knows,"^  icpliid 
Brenda,  somevlut  angrilj;  ^<  it  ia  fou^  Miiiiuit 
who  turn  all  I  nj  in  truth  md  kiiwli^ffff^  to 
somecfaiug  harsh  or  wicked.  I  kiok  od  Noma  ai 
a  woman  of  very  extraordinary  abilities^  whidi 
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toe  very  cf  tea  FeconcUed  with  a  strong  cast  of 
iosimty ;  and  I  oonnder  ber  as  better  skilled  in 
the  agns  cf  the  weather  than  any  woman  in  Zet- 
land. But  that  she  has  any  power  over  the  ele- 
iMnts,  I  no  more  believe,  than  I  do  in  the  nursery 
Mories  of  King  Erick,  who  could  make  the  wind 
Uow  'from  the  point  he  set  his  cap  to.^ 

Mmna,  somewhut  -nettled  with  the  olistinate 
iociedulity  of  her  sister,  replied  sharply,  <^  And 
f^  Brenda,  this  woman-— half-mad  woman,  and 
the  veriest  impostor,  is  the  person  by  whom  you 
dnise  to  be  advised  in  the  matter  next  your  own 
iietrt  at  this  moment.*" 

^  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean,*"  said  Bren- 
di,  colouring  deeply,  and  shifting  to  get  away 
ftom  her  ndter.  But  as  she  was  now  undergoing 
(he  ceremony  of  being  laced  in  her  turn,  her  sis- 
ter had  the  means  of  holding  her  fast  by  the  silk- 
en string  with  which  she  was  fastening  the  bod- 
diee,  and,  tapping  her  on  the  neck,  which  ex- 
pressed, by  its  sudden  writhe,  and  sudden  change 
to  a  scarlet  hue,  as  much  pettish  confusion  as  she 
had  desired  to  provoke,  she  added,  more  mildly, 


vcUHfe:  imii  ■■    JbK  ttm^cb  Ibm  uniiiTited  to  I 


fu£r&*v.  ifiK  VAL  itf^s»sk7ail1x  apnxif  toyoi^ 
ixm:  iitfT*  X15  iui:a  SB^gls  j»  ipcQs  in  the 


^Jiux  ^  i*iia  cmie^^ikseik  •»  k,  BEcnda,  and  bf 

^  I  la^^  unatnic  a»  3»  vidi  If  ordaimt  Ifar* 

A^MU..^  iu>^^a7»£  R^BOL.  ktafilr,  ''nor  do  I 

i3r«  ^  ,ar!!  yrban  he  «ar  anj  odier  joimg  bhb 

«<iirs  jijvut:  2i2^  uses.     I  cixiU  see  all  the  gold 

.uoax^^  ,^'  iii  ;£itf  ]:ibiie»  cc  Etfnbuighy  that  Ladf 

o.c«->*  vr.aii  ?«!iik>  jo  ot;^  ot,  without  falln^ 

It  .1miv«  ^'.ca  .me  tf*  :^  vcodrersL^    And,  harii^ 

«Jai^  A.miiykXfc\i  '«*j;a  :^  Sff&LJe  rule  of  pleading  not 

4:ui^c>  :ai  ^[^^uifcaiL  x>  siacb  «b  indictmenty  she  ifli* 

»iciitfK^;»  -^i^s^aK^L  ia  a%££!rent  tone,  **  Bat,lo 

9UY  -^c  srrjuiu  MiauLu  I  think  vou,  and  aU  of 

>ciu  QULvv  joc^xi  LIT  UM  hiUtiiy  about  this  joong 
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[  inend  of  our*8,  who  has  been  so  long  our  most 
buiiiate  companion.  Mind,  Mordaunt  M ertoun 
18  no  more  to  me  than  he  is  to  you— ^yourself 
best  know  how  little  difference  he  made  betwixt 
us;  and  that,  chain  or  no  chain,  he  lived  with  us 
fike  a  brother  with  two  sisters ;  and  yet  you  can 
turn  him  off  at  once,  because  a  wandering  sea- 
mo,  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  a  peddling 
jsgger,  whom  we  well  know  to  be  a  thief,  a  cheat, 
Md  a  liar,  speak  words  and  carry  tales  in  his 
dis&Your.  I  do  not  believe  he  ever  said  he  could 
ittve  his  choice  of  either  of  us,  and  only  wiuted 
to  see  which  was  to  have  Burgh- Westra  and 
Bredness  Voe— I  do  not  believe  he  ever  spoke 
<Qcfa  a  word,  or  harboured  such  a  thought,  as 
Aat  of  making  a  choice  between  us.**^ 

**  Perhaps,^  said  Minna,  coldly,  ^^  you  may 
We  had  reason  to  know  that  his  choice  was  al- 
ready determined.*" 

*<  I  will  not  endure  this,""  said  Brenda,  giving 
way  to  her  natural  vivacity,  and  springing  from 
between  her  sister'^s  hands ;  then  turning  roqnd 
jyid  fadng  lier,  while  her  glowing  cheek  was  ri- 

9 


Ari 


~  Usri  Tcc  ooftsed  to  do  ham  die  jmtioe  be 
cJescrres.*  sad  Biendft.  fiffmhr,  ^«Doe  I  miyC 
speak  ofn.  I  have  iinle  doubc  that  he  vill  not 
longthronravaj-hisfiieodsfaipon  joq^  who  hold 
it  90  ligfatlrr 

^  Be  h  so,^  caid  Minna;  ^  Toa  aie  aecure 
from  m V  riralrr,  either  in  his  kire  or  firieodflfaip. 
But  bethink  you  better,  Brenda— tlus  is  no 
scandal  of'Clcveland^fr— CleveUnd  is  incapable  of 
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fidaehood  of  Bryoe  SnaelsfooU-not 

CM  cf  our  ftiends  or  acquaintance  but  what  saya 

it  has  been  the  oommoa  talk  of  the  island,  that 

the  daughters  of  Magnus  Troil  were  patiently 

awaiting  the  chcuce  of  the  nameless  and  birthkss 

Unngcr,  Mordaunt  Mertoun.— Is  it  fitting  that 

tUa  sbcNild  be  said  of  us,  the  descendants  of  a 

Norwegian  Jarl,  and  the  daughters  of  the  first 

Udaller  in  Zetland?  or,  would  it  be  modest  or 

■laidenlj  to  submit  to  it  unresented,  were  we  the 

mraneif  lasaes  that  ever  lifted  a  milking-pail  ?*" 

*'  The  UNDgues  of  fools  are  no  reproach,^  re- 
plied Brenda,  warmly ;  ^^  I  will  never  quit  my 
own  thoughts  of  an  innocent  friend  for  the  gossip 
of  the  island,  which  can  put  the  worst  meaning 
on  the  moat  innocent  actions.*" 

^*  Hear  but  what  our  friends  say,^  repeated 
Minna;  ^*  hear  but  the  Lady  Glowrowrum ;  hear 
but  Maddie  and  Clara  Groatsettars.**" 

**  If  I  were  to  hear  Lady  Glowrowrum,''  said 
Btenda,  steadily,  <<  I  should  listen  to  the  worst 
tongue  in  Zetland ;  and  as  for  Maddie  and  Clara 
Groataettars,  they  were  both  blithe  enough  to 

VOL.  II.  I' 


7^  iCiirxaiixE  11  sc  mlplh  than  at  dinner  the 

Mt  TOQ  nighi  hsve  obKr— 


r*A    --A 


iys^  sn  'jsssz^  hrre  been  bat  mdiffe- 
"■ssc  fTTrjuj**:.  5fc"sai£i-'*  recorted  the  dder  ri^ 
"i^.   '  ^iriL-^  -.ttf^  ▼!ir=  fxai  on  a  Tcmng  man 
▼Ttrin  I..  -J:»i  ▼=:rd  r^^  T«?cr!ieif  belieres  to  have 
a.-i  r-i  :c  ::«  ▼•'±  ->»  rxrec  izioeait  presumption ; 
i^iii  r'-^^   z.   ii=   S;  irsocaiuy  chained,  Ladj 
v.- ..  TT-:«vrizr  s^ts  :::  is  .:zi*uddenlr  and  bold  oT 
;  .c  i*- in  Tj  .".xi  -ji  :b*£  dinsction  where  he  ati^ 
i.Tc  ^-r^  .:  11  «5C  :*jc£m  *uch  reports." 

^  I  v-__  ;..v^  "viicc  WIT  I  please,"*  said  Bren- 
ia-  .r*-'"*"^^  jC—  ▼iTTT-er :  ••  Ladr  Glowrowrum 
s^-L.  -iL:>cr  r-'.c  :::y  ihou^ts  nor  my  woidsi 
r«.-r  —T  cV£s.  I  ho.i  Monijunt  Mertoun  to  he 
irsro-c:. — I  »:  .  Ivvk  at  him  as  such,— -I  will 
<j-t.-.!v  c:*  i::::  i5  such  :  and  if  I  did  not  speak  to 
h:r.!  ^ls.%  .md  Ixhave  :o  him  as  usual,  it  is  in 
oS:0.:c::jv-  to  mj  father,  and  not  for  what  Lady 
CTiowrowrum,  and  aii  her  nieces,  had  she  twen- 
!v  instead  o^  two,  could  think,  wink,  nod,  or 
tatilc,  about  the  matter  that  concerns  them  not.** 
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^' Alas !  Brenda,^  answer  ;d  Minna,  with  calm- 
008,  ^  this  yivacity  is  more  than  is  required  for 
tbe  defence  of  the  character  of  a  mere  friend  I— 
Bewire*— He  who  ruined  Norna*8  peace  for  ever, 
Ws  stranger,  admitted  to  her  affections  against 
tie  will  of  her  family." 

''  He  was  a  stranger,"  replied  Brenda,  with 
QDphasis,  ^'  not  only  in  birth,  but  in  manners, 
Sbe  had  not  been  bred  up  with  him  from  her 
TOQth,— -abe  had  not  known  the  gentleness,  the 
ftuikness  of  his  disposition,  by  an  intimacy  of 
^B$nj  years.  He  was  indeed  a  stranger,  in  charac^ 
Ur,  temper,  birth,  manners,  and  morals,— -some 
wsnderii^  adventurer,  perhaps,  whom  chance  oi; 
tonpest  had  thrown  upon  the  islands,  and  who 
iaiew  how  to  mask  a  false  heart  with  a  frank 
brow.     My  good  sister,  take  home  your  own 
warning.     There  are  other  strangers  at  Burgh 
Westra,  besides  this  poor  Mordaunt  Mertoun." 
Minna  seemed  for  a  moment  ovei^whelmed  with 
the  rapidity  with  which  her  sister  retorted  her 
suspidon  and  her  caution.    But  her  natural  lof- 
tiness of  disposition  enabled  her  to  reply  with  as- 
sumed composure. 


I  V  acK  ««■.  BRadBy  with  the  wut 
ff  ^fihiwii  ^«  ikw  tDvsds  Me^  I  might  le- 
31^  -am,  Ca   iJwar'  s  ■»  bor  t0  mt  dun  Mor- 


gneitof 

zrr  iaaisr'?  new  ■&,    Rs:  I  warm  to  deceive  yooy 


"^  rv  nx  sv  a^,  DT  deerest  ■icer.'^  add 
l^'S'ictk*  «nno.-iiiiv  IS  «cxe  the  air  of  acrimon j 
v-t:x  V 11172  His  ^vfLTemboB  hjKl  been  lattcrlj 
.nfmn:(.nAr^  imi  ^cv^x^  her  axm  aramid  her 
s^ci^  ^  iKcs.  v-ck  AX)i:K  aed  vidi  a  tcme^  of  the 
iiv^  ^amrsc  ii«fcsmi.«*~  di9  aoc  saj  ao^  I  im- 
7««.t*t  ^^jM  I  ^iL  7tm:nmm  IforiauBt  Ifertouiif 
^i-I  V':.-  «v*nr  7if««r  K*  mak  to  him  again  ;  but 
jt,-  iv\  "^f^rvi*:  -hiu  i»jc  **.-»**  ihis  CieTeland  V 

-^  Atc  v'Tt  jcvGiJi  I  ace  rvpeat."  said  M«»na^ 
.■>«'>r^?!^r^  SfTK^rjccjurfkaa  her  sister sgraqp^ 
-  i  -^wcjTnrtr:  \r  w  rjci  I  ctwr  ?  The  boMnes^ 
-K  sc^TT^:^  i^  ***^?7  ot  his  chaiactcr.  to  whidi 
H^^ir-rMnvi  :&  r.ftr«:rL^  .uid  t«ar  unknovn,— these 
^(t^  ;Y-.'cvr»^  v-hich  aiann  tou  for  my  happi- 
v^  i-v  :n  c-:a^:je*  vhicfa  iomro  it.    Remem- 
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kr,  Bnenda,  that  when  your  foot  loyed  the  calm 
anooth  sea-beach  of  the  summer  sea,  mme  erer 
delighted  in  the  summit  of  the  predpice,  when 
the  waves  are  in  fury.^ 

^  And  it  is  even  that  idiich  I  dread,^  said 
firanda  ;  <^  it  is  even  that  adventurous  dispositi(Hi 
idiidi  now  ia  urging  you  to  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipioe  more  dan^^erous  than  ever  was  washed  by 
a  spring-tide.  This  man,— -do  not  frown,  I  will 
aagr  no  slander  of  him ;— but  is  he  not,  even  in 
yoor  own  partial  judgment^  stem  and  overbear- 
ing? accustomedt  as  you  say,  to  command ;  but, 
Ibr  that  very  reason,  commanding  where  he  has 
no  ri^t  to  do  so,  and  leading  whom  it  wouM 
naost  beoome  him  to  follow  ?  rushing  on  danger, 
father  &r  its  own  sake,  than  for  any  other  object  ? 
ikad  can  you  think  of  being  yoked  with  a  spirit 
so  imsettled  and  stormy,  whose  life  has  hitherto 
been  led  in  scenes  of  death  and  peril,  and  who^ 
esven  while  sitting  by  your  ade,  cannot  disguise 
lua  impatience  again  to  engage  in  them  ?  Alover, 
methinks,  should  love  his  mistress  better  than 
his  own  life ;  but  yoius,  my  dear  Minna,  loves 
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her  less  than  the  fdcasure  of  inflicting  death  on 
others^* 

*'  And  it  16  eren  for  that  I  love  him,^  said 
Minna.  *'  I  am  a  daughter  of  the  old  dames  of 
Norway,  who  could  send  thdr  lovers  to  battle 
with  a  smile,  and  slay  them,  with  their  own  hands^ 
if  they  returned  with  di^onour.  My  lover  must 
scorn  the  mockeries  by  which  our  degraded  moe 
strive  for  distinction,  or  practise  them  only  in 
sport,  and  in  earnest  of  nobler  dangers.  No 
whale-striking  bird-nesting  favourite  for  me ;  my 
lover  must  be  a  Sea-king,  or  what  else  modern 
times  may  give  that  draws  near  to  that  lofty 
character.** 

**  Alas,  my  aster  !^  said  Brenda,  ^*  it  is  noir 
that  I  must  in  earnest  begin  to  believe  the  force 
of  spells  and  of  charms.  You  remember  the  Spik 
nish  story  which  you  took  from  me  long  sinoe^ 
because  I  siud,  in  your  admiration  of  the  chivalry 
of  the  olden  times  of  Scandinavia,  you  rivalled 
the  extravagance  of  the  hero. — Ah,  Minna !  your 
colour  shews  that  your  conscience  checks  you,  and 
reminds  you  of  the  book  I  mean ;— -is  it  more 
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wisey  think  you,  to  mistake  a  wind-mill  for  a  giant, 
orthecommander  of  a  paltry  corsair  for  aKiempe, 
oraVi-king?^ 

Minna  did  iadeed  colour  with  anger  at  this  in- 
ttuiatbn,  of  which,  perhaps,  she  felt  in  some  dc- 
pee  the  truth. 

^  You  have  a  right,^  she  said,  ^^  to  insult  me, 
kcause  you  are  possessed  of  my  secret.^ 

Bfenda*6  soft  heart  could  not  resist  this  charge 
rf  unkindness;  she  adjured  her  sister  to  pardon 
iier,  and  the  natural  kindness  of  Minna^'s  heart 
conkl  not  resist  her  entreaties. 

^  We  are  unhappy,^  she  sud,  as  she  dried  her 
sister's  tears,  ^^  that  we  cannot  see  with  the  same 
ejres— let  us  not  make  each  other  more  so  by  mu- 
tual insult  and  unkindness.  You  have  my  secret 
"«-it  will  not,  perhaps,  long  be  one,  for  my  father 
aball  have  the  confidence  to  which  he  is  entitled, 
80  soon  as  certain  circumstances  will  permit  me 
to  offer  it.  Meantime,  I  repeat,  you  have  my  se- 
cret, and  I  more  than  suspect  that  I  have  yours 
in  exchange,  though  you  refuse  to  own  it.*" 

'^  How,  Minna  !^  said  Brenda,  *^  would  you 
have  me  acknowledge  for  any  one  such  feelings  as 


.  ir 


TTia  jilmie  to*  se  he  &■■  aiil  die  icHK  wonl  tint 

*  Sureiy  mc ;  buc  x  Tn^^Aw  ft^e 
nnc^xufaeii  bv 

**  YOQ 

Brendo,  hangrng  dewn  her  biead, 

dcsvourxDis  jc  sauonm  du£  canccasian  to  Rtmtee 

which  her  sa&er  s  naiark  cAred  :  ^  but  I  cu 

onij  mvy  chac,  if  ever  I  km  at  aQ,  k  dial!  not  be 

undi  I  hare  been  lakcd  to  do  so  once  or  twice  at 

least,  which  has  not  Tec  chanrrd  to  me.   But  do 

HOC  let  us  renev  our  qoanei,  aod  rather  let  iii 

think  whj  Xama  afaouki  hare  toid  us  that  bor- 

ribie  tale,  and  to  what  ihe  expects  it  should  lead/* 

^  It  must  have  been  as  a  caution/*  rqplied 

Minna—*'  a  Gauiion  which  our  situation,  and,  I 

will  not  deny  it,  which  mine  in  particular  might 

seem  to  her  to  call  for ;— but  I  am  alike  Strang 

in  my  own  innocence,  and  in  the  honour  of  Cleve* 
land." 

Brcnda  would  fain  have  replied,  that  she  did 
not  confide  so  absolutely  in  the  latter  security  as 
in  the  first ;  but  she  was  prudent,  and,  forbearing 

awaken  the  former  painful  discussion,  only  re- 
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pUy  ^  It  18  ■traoge  that  Noma  should  have  said 
oothing  more  of  her  lorer.  Surely  he  oould  not 
dost  hop  in  the  extremity  of  miaeiy  to  which  he 
hid  redneed  her  r 

''There  may  be  agoniee  of  digtren,^  said 
ViMi  after  a  pause,  **  in  whidi  the  mind  is  so 
Bqdi  jarredy  that  it  ceases  to  be  responnve  even 
to  the  feelings  which  have  most  engrossed  it; — 
W  axrow  for  her  lover  may  have  been  swallowed 
V  in  horror  and  despair."" 

^  Or  he  may  have  fled  from  the  islands,  in  fear 
tfourfather^s  vengeance,***  said  Brenda. 

^  If  for  fear,  or  faintness  of  heart,^  said  Minna, 

looking  upwards,  ^^  he  was  capable  of  flying  from 

tte  ruin  which  he  had  occasioned,  I  trust  he  has 

long  ere  this  sustained  the  punishment  which 

Heaven  reserves  for  the  most  base  and  dastardly 

of  traitors  and  of  cowards.— Come,  sbter,  we  are 

ere  this  expected  at  the  breakfast  board.^ 

And  they  went  thither,  arm  in  arm,  with  much 
more  of  confidence  than  had  lately  subsisted  be- 
tween them  ;  the  little  quarrel  which  had  taken 
fdaoe  having  served  the  purpose  of  a  bourasque^  or 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Bat  kMt  to  me,  for  erer  lost  thoie  joys, 
Wlucli  icasoQ  scatten,  and  which  tune  destroys. 
No  more  the  midnight  fairy  train  I  view, 
AH  in  the  merry  moonUgfat  tippling  dew. 
Even  the  last  lingering  fiction  of  the  bram. 
The  diurchyard  ghost,  is  now  at  rest  again. 

The  Library. 


The  moral  bard,  from  whom  wc  borrow  the 

^!^  to  this  chapter,  has  touched  a  theme  with 

^i^  most  readers  have  some  feelings  that  vi- 

^^'^  UDOonsciously.    Superstition,  when  not  ar- 

'Ved  in  her  full  horrors,  but  laying  a  gentle 

^^  only  on  her  suppliants  head,  had  charms 

^*^ich  we  fail  not  to    regret,  even    in   those 

*^^e8  of  society  from  which  her  influence  is  well 

'^^  banished  by  the  light  of  reason  and  general 

^Ucation.     At  least,  in  more  ignorant  periods, 

^^  system  of  ideal  terrors  had  something  in 
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L^:&£  .:iL  r.iausr*    niasc  ic  voices  J 
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niaa  are  so  often  represented  as  seeking  to  know 

dieir  destiny  from  some  sorceress  or  prophetess, 

lAo^  as  m  the  legend  called  by  Gray  the  Descent 

cf  0dm,  awakens  by  the  force  of  Kunic  rhyme 

tkanwilling  revealer  of  the  doom  of  fate,  and 

Ompels  from  her  answers,  often  of  dubious  im- 

pott,  but  which  were  then  believed  to  express 

SDBDe  shadow  of  the  events  of  futurity. 

An  old  sybil,  Euphane  Fea,  the  housekeeper 
We  have  already  mentioned,  was  installed  in  the 
tteeas  of  a  large  window,  studiously  darkened  by 
bear-skins  and  other  miscellaneous  drapery,  so  as 
to  give  it  something  the  appearance  of  a  Lap- 
Imder's  hut,  and  accommodated,  like  a  confes- 
aioDal  chair,  with  an  aperture,  which  permitted 
the  person  within  to  hear  with  ease  whatever 
questions  should  be  put,  though  not  to  see 
the  querist.  Here  seated,  the  voluspa,  or  sy- 
bil, was  to  listen  to  the  rhymical  inquiries  which 
should  be  made  to  her,  and  to  return  an  extem- 
poraneous answer.  The  drapery  was  supposed 
to  prevent  her  from  seeing  by  what  individuals 
die  was  consulted,  and  the  intended  or  accidental 
reference  which  the  answer  given  under  such  cir- 


-»itTi.aT«n-Ms.  surf  jj  zj&e  g'^sHnTn  of  the  person  by 
▼-luin  rxif  imsKinL  -«:»  Mcd,  oAen  funuahed 
•yicc.  xr  iBiff^asr.  aniaMwrliBi  ijasit  happenwl, 
ix  iRzn  %n:i:3»  rs&ccuB.  The  syhil  was  usa. 
2U7  ::ic£ex  rvizL  3k£?  josse^isg  the  ulent  of  im- 
7T-;«TSLZi:ii  II  '^Ki  Nrcse  meiry :  no  uminal  ac- 
r-jinui:iN:ii:i:<i:. -viiirs  -Jrk:  ziisiis of  manv  were sto- 
Tii^  ▼-  _:  :i.i  '»frses.  jzd  where  Ae  rules  of  me- 
ir^-j-  -vc  VOS.ZCC  ATf  .iscociiconlj  simple.  The 
r.iKi^ccc>  -v>re  xlsc  ru:  la  verse;  but  as  this  power 
:c  <L\uc:  ;.vrx.>-vvi*  wvcjxtiuoo,  ihough  common, 
ct:%-.  «I  rcc  Sf  f^irix-^o  uciversai,  the  medium  of 
AS  l:  ".irycviir  z:,^\:  '>■  used  by  any  querist,  which 
izuryriii-r.  lic.iir^  ihe  consulier  of  the  oracle  by 
ibc  .:.^'<i.  ±=d  sc^r.i:^^  by  the  place  from  which 
ihc  .'ricl^<  ii&':v  :?;>;: cvu  had  the  task  of  rendering 
icu^  virst-  i.tc  5^b:tv:  ct' inquiry. 

Oa  :>.c  ;'rv>cu:  txva>ion,  Claud  Halcro  was 
si:n:2'.^.':u\:.  by  :he  uaiversal  voice,  to  perform  the 
(sir:  t.:'  L3:(.rpivu-r:  and.  after  shaking  his  head, 
a::d  niuiUTm^  some  apolog}'  for  decay  of  me- 
iiK«ry  and  jxKiical  powers,  contradicted  at  once  by 
Ills  own  Ci^nscious  siuilo  of  coutidence  and  by  the 
general  »houi  of  the  company,  the  light-hearted 
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oiU  man  came  forward  to  play  his  part  in  the 
proposed  entertainment. 

Bat  just  as  it  was  about  to  conunence,  the  ar- 
nmgementofparts  was  singularly  altered.  Noma 
of  the  Fitful-head,  whom  every  one  excepting  the 
two  asters  beliered  to  be  at  the  distance  of  many 
fliQeSy  suddenly,  and  without  greeting,  entered 
the  apartment,  walked  majestically  up  to  the  bear- 
akin  tabernacle,  and  rigned  to  the  female  who  was 
there  seated  to  abdicate  her  sanctuary.    The  old 
voman  came  forth,  shaking  her  head,  and  look- 
ing like  one  oTerwhelmed  with  fear ;  nor,  indeed, 
were  there  many  in  the  company  who  saw  with 
abscdute  composure  the  sudden  appearance  of  a 
person,  so  well  known  and  so  generally  feared  as 
Noma. 

She  paused  a  moment  at  the  entrance  of  the 
tent;  and,  as  she  raised  the  skin  which  formed 
the  entrance,  she  looked  up  to  the  north,  as  if 
imploring  from  that  quarter  a  strain  of  inspira- 
tion; then  signing  to  the  surprised  guests  that 
they  might  approach  in  succession  the  shrine  in 
which  she  was  about  to  install  herself,  she  enter- 
ed the  tent,  and  was  shrouded  from  their  sight. 


&  niiiftyui 


ic 


tee  zit 


iBCorsfXcd  bj  the  kiod  BMaly 
'-  ~^7iT  don  the  game  itand 
?  Are  TOO  a£rud  becaiuie  mj 
iitTocxn  is  zo  vLmj  our  Voiospa  ?  it  is  kindly 
dooe  o  her.  to  do  for  us  vfaat  none  in  the  ides 
can  do  so  weil ;  and  we  will  noc  baulk  our  sport 
for  it,  but  rather  go  on  the  merrier.^ 

There  was  still  a  pause  in  the  company^  ^i^ 
Magnus  Tioil  added,  «  It  shall  never  be  siiA. 
that  my  kinswoman  sat  in  her  boirer  unhalsed,  wm 
if  she  were  some  of  the  old  mountain-giantesses^ 
and  all  from  faint  heart.     I  will  speak  fint  my* 


15 
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self;  but  the  riiimc  comes  worse  from  my  tongue 
thanwhen  I  was  a  socnre  of  years  younger.  Claud 
Hikn)^  you  must  stand  by  me.*^ 

Hmd  in  hand  they  approached  the  shrine  of 
Ae  supposed  sylnl,  and  after  a  momenfs  con- 
Qltatkm  together,  Halcro  thus  expressed  the 
^perj  of  his  fiiend  and  patron.  Now,  the  Udal- 
ler.  Eke  many  persons  of  consequence  in  Zetland, 
vbo,  as  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  has  testified  for  them, 
w  begun  thus  early  to  apply  both  to  commerce 
sod  navigation,  was  concerned  to  some  extent  in 
^  whale-fishery  of  the  season,  and  the  bard  had 
■^  directed  to  put  into  his  halting  verse  an  in- 
Vuiy  oonceming  its  success. 

Claud  Halcbo. 
"  Mother  darksome^  Mother  dreads- 
Dweller  on  the  Fitfulhead^ 
Thou  canst  sec  what  deeds  arc  done 
Under  the  never-setting  son. 
Look  through  sleety  and  look  through  frosty 
Look  to  Greenland's  caves  and  coast,— 
By  the  ioe-herg  is  a  sail 
Chasing  of  the  swarthy  whale ; 
^OL.  II.  M 


ir  ZiTT  L^ 


lolhevoi^ 


tent  in  whkr 


^ 


"^   i^.Hfa.  :■  A  2X1:  *?i*i.  jj  i^;:r  :c  ftar. — 

r^  -..^  -  i^  f»>Tiiii:   fuk.^.  f.Lrrw.  and  herd, 

*  *:>;i   1:..  i?!-J  T.T  latm^iC  aiaZ  teir  ti*  crcv  betrd." 


rupc 
lows 


'■i.»^  »:ia- 1  ncniifficfv  ru.:2se,  liuriag  which 
.ALic'ii  •>  "?ac  nmf  :s?  vbttwr.  •*  If  ten  witches 
j>  ::ai!/  "^imxi:*  "^vcv  r?  swiKir  it,  I  will  ne- 
x  :t.».  LTii:  A  iojvc:  rL-^:i  will  cither  fash  his 
*J  ,-f  ':^r:i*;:L:  i>:c:  Jirv  :M:*c%  so  long  as  stock 

^:  ::rv.  'fcvior  frxxa  w::bia  the  tent  resumed  its 
•J  ctvcocccs  tone  of  xvcitatioii,  and,  inter- 
:^^  ixrthsfr  vXHiHuefli(ark\  proceeded  as  fol- 
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Norn  A. 

**  The  ship,  wdl-laden  as  bark  need  be, 
Ua  deep  in  the  fmrow  of  the  Iceland  sea ; — 
The  fareeK  for  Zetland  blows  fair  and  soft. 
And  gaily  the  garland*  is  fluttering  aloft : 
Seren  good  fishes  have  spouted  their  last. 
And  their  jaw-bones  are  hanging  to  yard  and  mast  ;t 
Two  are  for  Lerwick,  and  two  for  Kirkumll, — 
Three  for  Burgh  Westra,  the  choicest  of  all." 

<<  Now  the  powers  above  look  down  and  pro- 
^Qct  us  V*  said  Bryce  Snaelsfoot ;  ^'  for  it  b  mair 
^han  woman'^s  wit  that  has  spaed  out  that  ferly. 
I  saw  them  at  North  Ronaldsha,  that  had  seen 
tW  good  bark,  the  Olavc  of  Lerwick,  that  our 
Worthy  patron  has  such  a  great  share  in  that  she 
tHay  be  called  his  own  in  a  manner,  and  they 


*  The  garland  is  an  artificial  coronet^  composed  of  rib- 
bands by  those  young  women  who  take  an  interest  in  a 
whaling  vessel  or  her  crew :  it  is  always  displayed  from 
the  rigging,  and  preserved  with  great  care  during  the 
voyage. 

i*  The  best  oil  exudes  from  the  jaw-bones  of  tlic  whale, 
'Whidi,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  it,  are  suspended  to 
the  masts  of  the  vessel. 


^r- 


TU5.;  rr-^-ra**!.'  "UK 


sore  ss  there  are 

for  seren  fish, 


-^_:t  *    ^  \»,*na    I4&  tiL  i  "S?  'T 


-  •^  -ft"  ■ 


.  Hire — ^ssr»^~n  1 


xad  3roaheiid 
Clerdand, 
pieoeof  news 


^  I:  3tv:ir  --r.-^st-d  srj  ::iz^.ae,  Capum,^  aii- 
?T^ri-i  -iif  70:  ar ;  -  I  ia-r?  k^od  moDj  duqp- 
ateii«  rrrv^LiojC  3!t:f-casmcs^  lai  Kich  Uke,  Defect 
r:tiir  ^.xo^  v:  .*:irnr  cL£sbi»  lad  clarers  \qp  and 
^w^*  6cia  ?ce  ccci-rry-csaie  w  anodber;  but 
:ca.:  .z?  2c  :ri.-::c  ,-c  :r.-v.  I  diaaa  beaere  I  hare 
arenrcfiec  '-:«?  OI-i^^'*  bavio^  maie  up  her  caigo 
I;?  *.hr;£«  :o!j.5  s:ice  I  cn.>sssec  ;o  DunrossnesSb^ 

•'  3-:  l:  . cc  oz"  lx^*  tarw  cud  spoke  the  news 
cvtr  ^i«j,  .iiivl ::  :>  :»o  :o  one  that  such  a  thing 
kirjxcoi,  :hj  cli  liiv  prophecies  upon  velvet.'* 

Such  wx:»  ihe  spevch  of  Cleveiand,  addressed 


•  Th:re  is  established  imon^  whalers  a  sort  of  tde- 
graphic  sirrul.  in  whi^-h  a  ccruin  naiuber  of  motionsy 
made  wi'.h  a  brooui.  espi\:Sj$  to  any  other  vessel  the  nam* 
bcr  oi  ti^li  which  they  have  cau>:ht. 
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^  Magnus  Troil,  and  heard  without  any  ap. 
PUuse.     The  Udaller^s  respect  for  his  country 
blended  to  its  superstitions,  and  so  did  the  in- 
^ctBst  which  he  took  in  his  unfortunate  kinswo- 
liian.     If  he  nerer  rendered  a  precise  assent  to 
her  high  supernatural  pretensions,  he  was  not  at 
least  dearous  of  hearing  them  disputed  by  others. 
^^  Noma,**  he  said,  *^  his  cousin,  (an  empha^s 
on  the  word,)  held  no  communication  with  Bryoe 
Snaelsfoot,  or  his  acquaintances.     He  did  not 
pretend  to  explain  how  she  came  by  her  infor« 
Illation ;  but  he  had  always  remarked  that  Scots- 
men, and  indeed  strangers  in  general,  when  they 
came  to  Zetland,  were  ready  to  find  reasons  for 
things  which  remained  sufficiently  obscure  to 
those  whose  ancestors  had  dwelt  there  for  agcs.^ 
Captain  Cleveland  took  the  hint,  and  bowed, 
^thout  attempting  to  defend  his  own  scepticism. 
*•  And  now  forward,  my  brave  hearts,''  said 
the  Udaller ;  "  and  may  all  have  as  good  tidings 
as  I  have ;  three  whales  cannot  but  yield— -let  me 
think  how  many  hogsheads,'' 

There  was  an  obvious  reluctance  on  the  part 
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of  the  guests  to  be  the  next  in  consulting  the 
oracle  of  the  tent. 

<<  Gude  news  are  welcome  to  some  folks,  if 
they  came  frae  the  de^il  himsell,'"  said  Mistress 
Baby  Ycllowley,  addressing  the  Lady  Glowr- 
owrum,  for  a  similarity  of  disposition  in  some 
respects  had  made  a  sort  of  intimacy  betwixt 
them ;  **  but  I  think,  my  leddy,  that  this  has 
ower  mickle  of  rank  witchcraft  in  it  to  have  the 
countenance  of  douce  Christian  folks  like  you 
and  me,  uiy  leddy.'' 

'*  There  may  be  something  in  what  you  say, 
my  dame,''  replied  the  good  Lady  Glowrowrum ; 
**  but  we  Hialtlanders  are  no  just  like  other 
folks ;  and  this  woman,  if  slie  be  a  witch,  being 
the  Fowde's  friend  and  near  kinswoman,  it  will 
be  ill  ta'en  if  we  haena  our  fortunes  spaed  like 
a'  the  rest  of  them ;  and  sae  my  nieces  may  eVn 
step  forward  in  their  turn,  and  nae  harm  dune. 
They  Avill  hae  time  to  repent,  ye  ken,  in  the 
course  of  nature,  if  there  be  ony  thing  wrang  in 
it.  Mistress  Yellowley." 

While  others  remained  under  similar  uncer- 
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tainty  and  apprehension,  Halcro,  who  saw  by  the 
knitting  of  the  old  Udaller^s  birows^  and  by  a 
certain  impatient  shuiSe  of  his  right  foot,  like 
the  motion  of  a  man  who  with  difficulty  refrains 
from  stamping,  that  his  patience  began  to  wax 
rather  thin,  gallantly  declared,  that  he  himself 
would,  in  his  own  person,  and  not  as  a  procura- 
tor for  others,  put  the  next  query  to  the  Python- 
enu  He  paused  a  minute — collected  his  rhimes, 
and  thus  addressed  her : 

Claud  Halc&o. 
''  Mother  doubtful^  Mother  dread. 
Dweller  of  the  Fitful-head, 
Thou  hast  conn'd  full  many  a  rhime, 
That  lives  upon  the  surge  of  time  : 
Tell  me,  shall  my  lays  be  sung. 
Like  Hacon's  of  the  golden  tongue, 
Long  after  Halcro's  dead  and  gone  ? 
Or,  shall  Hialtland's  minstrel  own 
One  note  to  rival  glorious  John  ?" 

The  voice  of  the  sybil  immediately  replied, 
from  her  sanctuary. 
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NOBNA. 

<'  The  infant  loves  the  rattle's  noise ; 
Age^  doable  childhood,  hath  its  t03ni; 
But  different  far  the  descant  rings. 
As  strikes  a  different  hand  the  strings. 
The  eagle  mounts  the  polar  sky — 
The  Imber-goose,  unskiird  to  fly. 
Must  be  content  to  glide  along. 
Where  seal  and  sea-dog  Est  his  song." 

Halcro  bit  his  lip,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and 
then,  instantly  recovering  his  good  humour,  and 
the  ready,  though  slovenly  power  of  extempora- 
neous composition,  with  which  long  habit  had  in- 
vested him,  he  gallantly  rejoined, 

'^  Be  mine  the  Imber-goose  to  play. 
And  haunt  lone  cave  and  sUent  bay; — 
The  archer's  aim  so  shall  I  shun — 
So  shall  I  'scape  the  levelled  gun — 
Content  my  verse's  tuneless  jingle. 
With  Thule's  sounding  tides  to  mingle. 
While,  to  the  ear  of  wondering  wight. 
Upon  the  distant  headland's  height. 
Softened  by  murmur  of  the  sea. 
The  rude  sounds  seem  like  harmony !" 
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As  the  little  bard  stepped  back,  with  aa  alert 
gait,  and  satisfied  air,  general  applause  followed 
the  spirited  manner  in  which  he  had  acquiesced 
in  the  doom  which  levelled  him  with  an  Imber- 
goose.  But  his  redgned  and  courageous  submis- 
rion  £d*not  even  yet  encourage  any  other  person 
to  consult  the  redoubted  Noma. 

•*  The  coward  fools  I''  said  the  Udaller.  "  Arc 
you  too  afraid.  Captain  Cleveland,  to  speak  to  an 
old  woman  P-p-Ask  her  any  thing — ask  her  whe- 
ther the  twelve-gun  sloop  at  STirkwall  be  your 
consort  or  no."^ 

Cleveland  looked  at  Minna,  and,  probably  con- 
caving that  she  watched  with  anxiety  his  answer 
to  her  father^s  question,  he  collected  himself,  af- 
ter a  moment^s  hesitation. 

**  I  never  was  afraid  of  man  or  woman.— -Mas- 
ter Halcro,  you  have  heard  the  question  which 
our  host  desires  me  to  ask— put  it  in  my  name, 
and  in  your  own  way— I  pretend  to  as  little  skill 
in  poetry  as  I  do  in  witchcraft.'' 

Halcro  did  not  wait  to  be  invited  twice,  but, 
grasping  Captain  Cleveland's  hand  in  his,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  which  the  game  prescribed. 
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he  put  the  query  which  the  Udaller  had  dictate^ai 
to  the  stranger,  in  the  following  words : 

''  Mother  doubtful.  Mother  dread. 
Dweller  of  the  FitM-head, 
A  gallant  bark  from  far  abroad. 
Saint  Magnus  hath  her  in  his  road. 
With  guns  and  firelocks  not  a  few — 
A  silken  and  a  scarlet  crew. 
Deep  stored  with  predoua  merchandise. 
Of  gold,  and  goods  of  rare  device— 
What  hath  this  our  comrade  bold 
Of  interest  in  bark,  goods,  and  gold  ?** 

There  was  a  pause  of  unusual  duration  ere  the 
oracle  would  return  any  answer ;  and  when  she 
replied,  it  was  in  a  lower,  though  an  equally  de- 
cided tone,  with  that  which  she  had  hitherto  em- 
ployed.— 

Norn  A. 
*^  Gold  is  ruddy,  fair,  and  free. 
Blood  is  crimson,  and  dark  to  see  ;— 
I  look'd  out  on  Saint  Magnus  Bay, 
And  I  saw  a  falcon  that  hath  struck  her  prey,— 
A  gobbit  of  flesh  in  her  beak  she  bore. 
And  talons  and  singles  are  dripping  with  gon; 


and  smiled  scornfullv,  and  liuld  out  liis 
'  Few  men  have  been  on  the  Spanisli 
often  as  I  have,  without  having  had  to 
the  Guarda  Castas  once  and  again ;  but 
rer  waa  anght  like  a  stain  on  my  hand 
»t  towel  would  not  wipe  away.*** 
[Jdaller    added   his   voice  potential—* 

is  never  peace  with  Spaniards  beyond 
—I  have  heard  Captain  Tragendeck  and 
>ld  Commodore  Rummelaer  say  so  an 
times,  and  they  have  both  been  down  in 

of  Honduras,  and  all  thereabouts.— I 
Spaniards,  since  they  came  here  and  reft 
Isle  men  of  their  vivers  in  1558.  I  have 
Y  grandfather  speak  of  it ;  and  there  is 
Litch  hbtory  somewhere  about  the  house. 
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as  an  old  man  of  his  young  bride  ;  and  if  they 
can  catch  you  at  disadvantage,  the  mines  for  your 
life  is  the  word, — and  so  we  fight  them  with  our 
colours  ntuled  to  the  mast^ 

"  That  is  the  way,'*  shouted  the  Udaller ;  "  the 
old  British  jack  should  never  down«  When  I 
think  of  the  wooden  walls,  I  almost  think  roysdf 
an  Englishman,  only  it  would  be  becoming  too 
like  my  Scots  neighbours;— but  come,  no  offence 
to  any  here,  gentlemen— 4ill  are  friends,  and  all 
are  welcome.— Come,  Brenda,  go  on  with  the 
play^-do  you  speak  next,  you  have  Norse  rhimes 
enough  we  all  know.'* 

**  But  none  that  suits  the  game  we  play  at,  fa- 
ther,^^  said  Brenda,  drawing  back. 

"  Nonsense !""  said  her  father,  pushing  heron- 
ward,  while  Halcro  seized  on  her  reluctant  hand ; 
**  never  let  mistimed  modesty  mar  honest  mirth- 
Speak  for  Brenda,  Halcro^ — it  is  your  trade  to  in- 
terpret maidens'  thoughts.'" 

The  poet  bowed  to  the  beautiful  young  woman 
with  the  devotion  of  a  poet  and  the  gallantry  of 
a  traveller,  and  having,  in  a  whisper,  reminded 
her  that  she  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the 
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nonsense  he  was  about  to  speak,  he  paused,  look- 
ed upward,  simpered  as  if  he  had  caught  a  sud- 
den idea,  and  at  length  set  off  in  the  following 


Claud  Halc&o. 
"  Mother  doubtful.  Mother  dread— 
Dweller  of  the  Fitful-head, 
Well  thou  know'st  it  is  thy  task 
To  teU  what  Beauty  will  not  ask  ;— 
Then  steep  thy  words  in  wine  and  milk. 
And  weave  a  doom  of  gold  and  silk,— 
For  we  would  know,  shall  Brenda  prove 
In  love,  and  happy  in  her  love  ?" 

The  prophetess  replied  almost  immediately 
from  behind  her  curtain  :— 

Norn  A. 
*'  Untouched  by  love,  the  maiden's  breast 
Is  like  the  snow  on  Rona's  crest. 
High  seated  in  the  middle  sky. 
In  bright  and  barren  purity ; 
But  by  the  sunbeam  gently  kiss'd. 
Scarce  by  the  gazing  eye  'tis  miss'd^ 
Ere  down  the  lonely  valley  stealing, 
Fresh  grass  and  growth  its  course  revealing. 
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It  cheers  the  flock,  reviyes  the  flower. 
And  decks  some  happy  shej^ierd's  bower." 

'^  A  comfortable  doctrine,  and  most  justly 
spoken,^  said  the  Udaller,  seizing  the  blusbiog 
Brenda,  as  she  was  endeavouring  to  escape— 
^^  never  think  shame  for  the  matter,  my  girl.  To 
be  the  mistress  of  some  honest  man^s  house,  and 
the  means  of  maintaining  some  old  Norse  name, 
making  neighbours  happy,  the  poor  easy,  and  re- 
lieving strangers,  is  the  most  creditable  lot  a 
young  woman  can  look  to,  and  I  heartily  wish  it 
to  all  here.  Come,  who  speaks  next — good  hus- 
bands are  going — Maddie  Groatsettar — my  pret- 
ty Clara,  come  and  have  your  share.^ 

The  Lady  Glowrowrum  shook  her  head,  and 
"  could  not,^  she  said, "  altogether  approve ^ 


**  Enough  said— enough  said,**  replied  Mag- 
nus ;  ^^  no  compulsion ;  but  tlie  play  shall  go  on 
till  we  are  tired  of  it.  Here,  Minna — I  have  got 
you  at  command.  Stand  forth,  my  girl — ^there  are 
plenty  of  things  to  be  ashamed  of  besides  old  fa« 
shioned  and  innocent  pleasantry — Come,  I  will 
speak  for  you  myself — though  I  am  not  sure  I 
can  remember  rhimc  enough  for  it."" 

3 
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There  was  a  slight  cdiour  which  passed  rapidly 
over  Minna's  face,  but  she  instantly  regained  her 
composure,  and  stood  erect  by  her  father,  as  one 
superior  to  any  litde  jest  to  wliich  her  situation 
might  give  rise. 

Her  father,  after  some  rubbing  of  his  brow, 
and  other  mechanical  efforts  to  assist  his  memory, 
at  length  recovered  verse  sufficient  to  put  the  foL 
lowing  query,  though  in  less  gallant  strains  than 
those  of  Halcro  :^ 

''  Mother  speak,  and  do  not  tarry. 
Here's  a  maiden  fain  would  marry. 
ShaU  she  marry,  ay  or  not  ? 
If  she  marry,  what's  her  lot  ?" 

A  deep  sigh  was  uttered  within  the  tabernacle 
of  the  soothsayer,  as  if  she  compassionated  the 
subject  of  the  doom  which  she  was  obliged  to 
pronounce.  She  then,  as  usual,  returned  her 
response. 

"  Untouch'd  by  love,  the  maiden's  breast 
Is  like  the  snow  on  Rona's  crest ; 
So  pure,  so  free  from  earthy  dye, 
II  seems,  whilst  leaning  un  the  sky, 
Part  of  the  heaven  to  which  'tis  nigh  ; 
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But  paodon^  like  the  wild  Mardi  nun, ' 
May  soil  the  wreath  with  many  a  staiiu 
We  gaze — the  lovely  vision's  gone-* 
A  torrent  fills  the  hed  of  stone^ 
That  hurrying  to  destruction's  shocks 
Leaps  headlong  from  the  bfty  rock." 

The  Udaller  heard  this  reply  with  high 
sentment.  *^  By  the  bones  of  the  Martyr,^  be 
said,  his  brave  visage  becoming  suddenly  niddy^ 
<<  this  is  an  abuse  of  courtesy !  and,  were  it  any 
but  yourself  that  had  classed  my  daughter'*8  name 
and  the  word  destruction  together,  they  had  bet- 
ter have  lefl  the  word  unspoken.  But,  come  forth 
of  the  tent,  thou  old  galdragon,^  he  added,  with 
a  smile — ^^  I  should  have  known  that  thou  canst 
not  long  joy  in  any  thing  that  smacks  of  mirth, 
God  help  thee.^  His  summons  received  no  an- 
swer ;  and  after  waiting  a  moment,  he  again  ad- 
dressed her— ^^  Nay,  never  be  sullen  with  me, 
kinswoman,  though  I  did  speak  a  hasty  word^ 
thou  knowest  I  bear  malice  to  no  one,  least  of 
all  to  thee — so  come  forth  and  let  us  shake  hands. 
—Thou  mightest  have  foretold  the  wreck  rf  my 
ship  and  boats,  or  a  bad  herring-fishery,  and  I 


THE  nSATB.  198 

should  have  said  never  a  word ;  but  Minna  or 
Brenda,  you  know,  are  things  which  touch  m^ 
nearer.  But  come  out,  shake  hands,  and  there 
let  there  be  an  end  on\.^ 

Noma  returned  no  answer  whatever  to  his  re* 
peated  invocations,  and  the  company  began  to 
look  upon  each  other  with  some  surprise,  when 
the  Udaller,  raising  the  skin  which  covered  the 
entrance  of  the  tent,  discovered  that  the  interior 
was  empty.  The  wonder  was  now  general,  and 
not  unmixed  with  fear ;  for  it  seemed  imposable 
that  Noma  could  have,  in  any  manner,  escaped 
from  the  tabernacle  in  which  she  was  inclosed 
without  having  been  discovered  by  the  company. 
Gone,  however,  she  was,  and  the  Udaller,  after 
a  moments  consideration,  dropt  the  skin-curtiun 
again  over  the  entrance  of  the  tent. 

*'  My  friends,'^  he  stud,  with  a  cheerful  coun-* 
tenance,  *'  wc  have  long  known  my  kinswoman^ 
and  that  her  ways  are  not  like  those  of  the  ordi- 
nary folks  of  this  world.  But  she  means  well  by 
Hialtland)  and  hath  the  love  of  a  sister  for  me^ 
and  for  my  house ;  and  no  guest  of  mine  needs 
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This  sudden  altaration  of  the  weather  occa- 
aiooed  sundry  nods  and  winks  amongst  the 
guests,  who  were  not  indisposed  to  connect  it 
with  Nomads  sudden  disappearance ;  but  with* 
oat  giving  vent  to  observations  which  could  not 
but  be  disagreeable  to  their  host,  they  followed 
his  stately  step  to  the  shore,  as  the  herd  of  deer 
follows  the  leading  stag,  with  all  manner  of  re- 
ipectfiil  observance. 


196 


THK  PTRATE. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


There  was  a  laughing  deril  in  his  gneer. 
That  raised  emotions  both  of  rage  and  fear ; 
And  where  his  frown  of  hatred  darkly  fell, 
Hope  withering  tied— and  Mercy  sighM  farcweU. 

Thi:  Corsair,  Canto  /. 


The  ling  or  white  fishery  is  the  principal  em- 
ployment of  the  natives  of  Zetland,  and  was  for^ 
merly  that  upon  which  the  gentry  chiefly  depend- 
ed for  their  income,  and  the  poor  for  their  sub- 
sistence. The  fishing  season  is,  therefore,  like  the 
harvest  of  an  agricultural  country,  the  busiest 
and  most  important,  as  well  as  the  most  ani- 
mating period  of  the  year. 

The  fishermen  of  each  district  assemble  at  par- 
ticular staiions,  >^ith  their  boats  and  crews,  and 
erect  upon  the  shore  small  huts,  composed  of 
shingle,  and  covered  with  turf,  for  their  tempo— 
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^lodging,  and  skeos,  or  drying-bouses,  forthe 
^ti ;  so  that  the  lonely  beach  at  once  assumes  the 
(^pearance  of  an  I.ulian  town.     The  banks  to 
^kich  they  repair  for  the  haaf  fishing  are  often 
^any  miles  distant  from  the  station  where  the 
^5h  is  dried ;  so  that  they  are  always  twenty  or 
^rty  hours  absent,  frequently  longer,  and  under 
Unfavourable  circumstances  of  win4  and  tide,  they 
^main  at  sea  with  a  very  small  stock  of  provi- 
AmSy  and  in  a  boat  of  a  construction  which  seems 
^extremely  slender,  for  two  or  three  days,  and  ai:!e 
tometimes  heard  of  no  more.    The  departure  of 
the  fishers,  therefore,  on  this  occupation,  has  in  it 
a  character  of  danger  and  of  sufiering,  which  ren- 
ders it  dignified,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  females  who 
'remain  on  the  b.ach,  watching  the  departure  of 
the  lessening  boat,  or  anxiously  looking  out  for 
it»  return,  gives  pathos  to  the  scene.* 


•  Dr  Edmondston,  the  ingenious  author  of  a  View  of 

-the  Ancient  and  Present  State  of  the  Zetland  Islands,  has 

filaced  this  part  of  the  subject  in  an  interesting  light. 

<  <<  It  is  truly  painful  to  witness  the  anxiety  and  distress 

which  the  wives  of  these  poor  men  suffer  on  the  approach 

of  a  storm.  Regardless  of  fatigue^  they  leave  their  homes« 
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The  scene,  therefore,  was  in  busy  and  anxious 
animation,  when  the  Udaller  and  his  fUends  ap- 
peared on  the  beach.  The  various  crews  of  about 
thirty  boats,  amounting  eadi  to  from  three  to  five 
or  ax  men,  were  taking  leave  <^  their  wives  and 
female  rdatives,  and  jumping  on  board  ib&t  long 
Norway  skifis,  where  thdr  lines  and  tadda  lay 
ready  stowed.  Magnus  was  not  an  idle  spectalor 
of  the  scene ;  he  went  from  one  place  to  another 
inquiring  into  the  state  of  their  provinons  for  the 
voyage,  and  their  preparadons  for  the  fidiin^i^ 


and  fly  to  the  spot  where  they  expect  their  husbands  to 
land^  or  ascend  the  summit  of  a  rock^  to  look  out  for  tfaem 
on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Should  they  get  the  g^impas 
of  a  sally  they  watch,  with  trembling  solicitude^  its  alter- 
nate rise  and  disappearance  on  the  waves ;  and  thoof^ 
often  tranquillixed  by  the  safe  arriTal  of  the  otjects  of 
their  search,  yet  it  sometimes  is  their  lot '  to  hail  the  batk 
that  never  can  return.'  Subject  to  the  influence  of  a  va* 
riable  climate,  and  engaged  on  a  sea  naturally  tempestu- 
ous, with  rapid  currents,  scarcely  a  season  passes  over 
without  the  occunenoe  of  some  fiital  aoeident  or  hair- 
brcsdth  escape."— Ftftr,  Sfc.  oftkeZHlamd  Iskmds,  voL  L 
p.  938.  Many  interesting  particulars  respectiDg  the  flrfi- 
cries  and  agriculture  of  ZeUand,  as  well  as  its  sttti^Qities» 
may  be  found  in  the  wofk  we  have  quoted. 


THE  PIAATE.  199 

BOW  and  then,  with  a  rough  Dutch  or  Norse  oath, 
abuang  them  for  blockheads^  for  going  to  sea 
with  their  boats  indifferently  found,  but  always 
caiding  by  ordering  from  Iiis  own  stores  a  gallon 
of  gin,  a  lispund  of  meal,  or  some  similar  essential 
addition  to  their  sea-stores.  The  hardy  sailors, 
OD  rcoeiraig  such  fiiTours,  expressed  their  thanks 
in  the  brief  gruff  manner  that  their  landlord  best 
qppiroved ;  but  the  women  were  more  clamorous 
in  their  gratitude,  which  Magnus  was  often 
obliged  to  silence  by  cursing  all  female  tongues 
from  Eve^s  downwards. 

At  length  all  were  on  board  and  ready,  the 
anls  were  hoisted,  the  mgnal  for  departure  given, 
the  towers  began  to  pull,  and  all  started  from  the 
shote^  in  strong  emulation  to  get  first  to  the  fish- 
ing  ground,  and  to  have  their  lines  set  before  the 
rest ;  an  exploit  to  which  no  little  consequence 
was  attadied  by  the  boafs  crew  who  should  be 
happy  enough  to  perform  it. 

While  they  were  yet  within  hearing  of  the 
shore,  they  chauntcd  an  ancient  Norse  ditty,  a]>- 
piopriate  to  the  occasion,  of  which  Claud  Halcro 
had  executed  the  following  literal  translation : 
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*'  FaieweD.  meny  mtiAaut,  to  dano^  songy  and  ka^ 
For  the  hnue  lids  c^  Wettn  are  bound  to  the  Haaf; 
And  we  must  hare  labour^  and  hunger^  and  pain. 
Ere  we  danoe  with  the  maids  of  DanToasneis  a^ain« 

"  For  now,  in  oar  trim  boats  of  Noroway  deal^ 
We  most  danoe  on  the  wares^  with  the  porpuss  and  sesL 
The  breese  it  shall  pipe^  so  it  pipe  not  too  hi^. 
And  the  gull  be  our  songstress  whene'er  she  flits  bj. 

"  Sing  on^  my  brave  bird,  while  we  follow,  like  thee, 
By  bank,  shoal,  and  quicksand,  the  swarms  of  the  sea; 
And  when  twenty-score  fishes  are  straining  my  line, 
Sing  louder,  brave  bird,  for  their  spoils  shaU  be  thzne. 

*'  Well  sing  while  we  bait,  and  well  sing  when  we  haal. 
For  the  deeps  of  the  Haaf  have  enough  for  us  aU : 
There  is  torsk  for  the  gentle,  and  skate  for  the  carle, 
And  there's  wealth  for  bold  Magnus,  the  son  of  the  earif 

''  Huzza !  my  brave  comrades,  give  way  for  the  Haaf, 
We  shall  sooner  come  back  to  the  dance  and  the  laug^ ; 
For  life  without  mirth  is  a  lamp  without  oil ; 
Then,  mirth  and  long  hfe  to  the  bold  Magnus  Trail !" 

The  rude  words  of  the  eong  were  soon  drown^ 
cd  in  the  ripple  of  the  waves,  but  the  tune  coow 
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^iiued  long  to  mingle  with  the  sound  of  wind  and 
*^i  and  the  boats  were  like  so  many  black  specks 
^  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  diminishing  by  de- 
P^  as  they  bore  far  and  farther  seaward ;  while 
^  ear  could  distinguish  touches  of  the  human 
^oioe,  almost  drowned  amid  that  of  the  elements. 
The  fishermens^  wives  looked  their  last  after 
the  parting  sails,  and  were  now  departing  slow- 
Ijj  with  downcast  and  anxious  looks,  towards 
the  huts  in  which  they  were  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  preparing  and  drying  the  fish,  with 
which  they  hoped  to  see  their  husbands  and 
friends  return  deeply  loaded.  Here  and  there  an 
dd  sybil  displayed  the  superior  importance  of 
her  experience,  by  predicting,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  atmosphere,  that  the  wind  would  be 
fair  or  foul,  while  others  recommended  a  vow  to 
the  Kirk  pf  Saint  Ninian^  for  the  safety  of  their 
men  and  boats,  (an  ancient  Catholic  supersti- 
tion, not  yet  wholly  abolished ;)  and  others,  but 
in  a  low  and  timorous  tone,  regretted  to  their 
companions,  that  Noma  of  Fitful-head  had  been 
suffered  to  depart  in  discontent  that  morning 
from  Burgh- Westra,  *^  and,  of  all  days  that  were 
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in  the  year,  that  they  suld  have  oontmcd  tu^ 
give  her  dispkasure  on  the  first  day  of  the  whit^*^ 
fishing  r 

The  gentry,  guests  of  Magnas  Troi!,  having 
whiled  away  as  much  time  as  eouU  be  sa  dia» 
posed  of,  in  viewing  the  little  annameot  set  aul^ 
and  in  conver^ng  with  the  poor  women  who 
had  seen  thcnr  friends  embark  in  it,  began  now 
to  separate  into  various  groups  and  parties, 
which  strolled  in  different  directions^  as  fancy 
led  them,  to  enjoy  what  may  be  called  the  dear 
obscure  of  a  Zetland  summer  day,  which,  thou^ 
wanting  the  brilliant  sunshine  that  cheers  other 
countries  during  the  fine  season,  has  a  mild  and 
pleasing  character  of  its  own,  which  softens  while 
it  saddens  landscapes,  which,  in  their  own  lonely^ 
bare,  and  monotonous  tone,  have  something  ia 
them  stem  as  well  as  barren. 

In  one  of  the  loneliest  recesses  of  the  coast, 
where  a  deep  indenture  of  the  rocks  gave  the 
tide  access  to  the  cavern,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
Uclycr  of  Swartastcr,  Minna  Troil  was  walking 
with  Captain  Cleveland.  They  had  chosen  pro- 
bably that  walk,  as  being  little  liable  to  intenrup- 
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^fioD  others ;  for  as  the  force  of  the  tide  reiu 
^hd  the  pbce  unfit  either  for  fishing  or  sailing, 
*^it  was  not  the  ordinary  resort  of  walkers,  on 
^oooiHit  of  its  being  the  supposed  habitation  of  a 
Hcnaaid,  a  race  which  Norwegian  superstiuon  in- 
vctti  with  magical  as  well  as  mischievous  qualities, 
flarwi  therefcNne,  Minna  wandered  with  her  lover. 
A  small  qx)t  of  milk-white  sand,  that  stretch- 
ed  beneath  one  of  the  precipices  which  walled 
ii  the  craek  on  either  nde,  afibrded  them  space 
fir  a  dry,  firm,  and  pleasant  walk  of  about  an 
kandred  yards,  terminated  at  one  extremity  by  a 
dark  stretch  of  the  bay,  which,  scarce  touched 
by  the  wind,  seemed  almost  as  smooth  as  glass, 
and  f^ich  was  seen  from  between  two  lofty  rocks, 
the  jaws  of  the  creek,  or  indenture,  which  ap- 
proached each  other  above,  as  if  they  wished  to 
meet  over  the  dark  tide  that  separated  them.  The 
other  end  of  their  promenade  was  closed  by  a 
lofty  and  almost  unscaleable  precipce,  the  abode 
of  hundreds  of  sea-fowl  of  different  kinds,  in  the 
bottom  of  which  the  huge  hclyer,  or  sea-cave, 
itaelf  yawned,  as  if  for  tlic  purpose  of  swallowing 
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jji  Aiijcisi^  iiJe,  wwaen  it  seemed  to reoeiTe 
:::  rx  irr^sft  cc  '.^^^rv^mibit depth  and  extent 
Tzn  dzrviix  ^s-  'J3k&  £smal  caTcm  conasted  not 
ia  X  -siag-Le  ATCA.  ^  UKui,  bat  vas  divided  into 
tvix  by  A  }::2£e  pLor  of  nitonl  rock,  which, 
1132:2  cci:  oc  UK  sn,  and  extending  to  the  tap 
of  the  cxveri.  seesaed  to  lend  its  support  to  the 
luof.  ariAi  thus  ibnned  a  double  poitjd  to  the 
heijer,  ca  v^bkh  the  fi^iennen  and  peasants  had 
bestowed  the  n^ie  name  of  the  DeviTs  Nostrils. 
In  this  wild  some,  looelv  and  indisturbed  but 
by  the  ciang  of  the  sea-fowl,  Cleveland  had  al- 
ready  met  with  Minna  Troil  more  than  once; 
for  with  her  it  was  a  favourite  walk,  as  the  ob- 
jects which  it  presented  agreed  peculiarly  with 
her  love  of  the  wild,  the  melancholy,  and  the 
woDderfuI.  But  now  the  conversation  in  whidb 
she  was  earnestly  engaged,  was  such  as  entirely 
to  withdraw  her  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  her 
companion,  from  the  scenery  around  them. 

**  You  cannot  deny  it j^  she  said ;  *^  you  have 
given  way  to  feelings  respecting  this  young  man 
which  indicate  prejudice  and  violence,-— the  pre^ 


THE  piratp..  203 

juilice  unmerited,  as  far  as  you  are  oonccmed  at 
least,  and  the  violenoe  equally  imprudent  and 
unjustifiable.^ 

**  I  should  have  thought,^  replied  Cleveland, 
**  that  the  service  I  rendered  him  yesterday  might 
have  freed  me  from  such  a  charge.  I  do  not  talk 
of  my  own  risk,  for  I  have  lived  in  danger,  and 
love  it ;  it  is  not  every  one,  however,  would  have 
ventured  so  near  the  furious  animal  to  save  one 
with  whom  they  had  no  connection.'''' 

"  It  is  not  every  one,  indeed,  who  could  have 
done  8o,^  answered  Minna,  gravely  ;  ^^  but  it  is 
every  one  who  has  courage  and  generosity.  The 
giddy-brained  Claud  Halcro  would  have  done  as 
much  as  you,  had  his  strength  been  equal  to  his 
eoorage, — my  father  would  have  done  as  much, 
though  having  such  just  cause  of  resentment 
agunst  the  young  man,  for  his  vain  and  brag- 
gart abuse  of  our  hospitality.  Do  not,  therefore, 
boast  of  your  exploit  too  much,  my  good  friend, 
lest  you  should  make  me  think  that  it  required 
too  great  an  efiTort.  I  know  you  love  not  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun,  thougb  you  exposed  your  own 
life  to  save  his.''" 


it? 


-^  W^iL  mm,  diuw  wduDg,  xhtmy^  mid  Cleve— 

I  was  mide  to  endm^ 


H^  ^wiifi  Jt  A  3aK  aft  oooe  uBpsniaiied  and 
iMmtacnij:^  su  ii»  v^aae  Lingiuge  and  manocr 
jkx:n^  :u  iUKa»  x  fraae  and  ekganoe,  wUdb 
i-r-nei  .u«£  nwsc  icdtso^  coooasft  with  tlieipeeck 
uv:  ^^sur£  jt  fu  '.aipicabel  •"—^''^  wfaidi  Ik 
i>uaiiV  ufixuAi  jc  ifsaifaiied.    But  his  apology 


■'  \  iu  7u^^;  iarwTu'*  ibe  aid,  ^  perhiya  too 
T<viT«  tni  XV  v«iL  Jew  linLe  tou  had  to  fiear^-* 
1  'vu  iTccc^  vjreti,  rfrir  Mcnoan,  or  any 
^h."*-.  ?jii  zrciTsKC  wich  Siliima  Trail— Najy 
r*iv.v  .V  .Toirs^  imi  rrocestabccB ;  I  would  aeoqpt 
1  .»>  .  *c  'x>;.  rr.vc  ci:  jT&dcude,  that  you  would 
X-  -wvix'-ci  v'v-r  -Jij«  TOuch,  or  at  least  awoid 

"'  V'^ac  -«<£  sxx^ji  c^  nioids  Minna,  »  im- 
f\>8<,\c,'  -^T-iJkvi  CjfvcLuki  ;  -  ercn  the  love  I 
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bar  joU)  the  most  powerful  emotion  that  my 
iMBrt  ever  knew,  cannot  work  that  miracle.'^ 

^  And  why,  I  pray  you  7**  said  Minna ;  *^  there 

We  been  no  evil  offices  between  you,  but  rather 

tt  exchange  of  mutual  services;  why  can  you 

aot  be  friends  ?— -I  have  many  reasons  to  wish  it.^ 

^  And  can  you  then  forget  the  slights  which 

it  has  cast  upon  Brenda^  and  on  yourself,  and 

€0  your  father^s  house  ?^ 

**  I  can  forgive  them  all,""  said  Minna ;— »<^  can 
you  not  say  so  much,  who  have  in  truth  received 
no  offence?'' 

Cleveland  looked  down,  and  paused  for  an  in- 
stant, then  raised  his  head  and  replied,  '*  I  might 
easily  deceive  you,  Minna,  and  promise  you  what 
my  aoul  tells  me  is  an  impossibility ;  but  I  am 
Ibroed  to  use  too  much  deceit  with  others,  and 
mtb  you  I  will  use  none.  I  cannot  be  friend  to  this 
jonng  man ;— there  is  a  natural  dislike — ian  in- 
•dnctive  aversion— «  something  like  a  principle 
of  repugnance  in  our  mutual  nature,  which  makes 
us  odious  to  each  other.  Ask  himself— he  will 
tell  you  he  has  the  same  antipathy  against  me. 
The  obligation  he  conferred  on  me  was  a  bridle 

13 


•  -  -  ,.,-:  r.c"     :•-"  Z  ^i*  s-  rilied  br  the 

.-.  I  -x«Lii  Tj.^-  rs&«'ei  ihc  curb  ti  -J 

.  --:  TJTi  i"m  ▼-ror  ;  :c  ire  voDt  to  cmJI 
,r  r-c  s-.a*  a:  irinr-  ^2*ii  TOir  features,*^  le- 
•..-.  "'L'-mss*  •  ^imiii  ::iif  .rizTr&sssoo  of  its  rigidi- 

-    -  ^    :-^    =\:    ;:  .^rc.-j.  il.::^!.''  replied  her 
.-»    "     ■  ^T.:        .  --.   :-T,r~^  "¥-.:i  zie  because  I        i^^    J 
.-iii.  1  .:        ^  :_T.     ..Ill  r..cis:>.  Plainly  and        ^^^ 

*  -i-^  Tw-  s .  .-  *'  _  I  sjT.  :.ia:  I  cannot  be 
"i  ■  -.  --.::.  : .  "  >ii-  rt  *-:«  own  fault, 
X.  r  :>.  .  1  .^  -  ^r  :.:?  jIo-t.  I  saEk  not  to 
I'  ..r^  *•"".  *..  :•■  :. :  is«i  zsm  1:^  lo^e  him.  And 
,.  .•>  -  ..  :  xi. :>*!•. v:.  -.r^:  .-:  w"c»u'.ii  be  vain 
.^  .  •-  .'*.•.  '.f  i5  <:^:)e  as  I  attempted 
i.-      -v.    ..     ^    ^  \  i.-.>    :-  r.iiier.ce,  so  sure 

*  ■  .  -  .  . « i.» . ;  * .?  j.sc-j^  aad  suspcioo. 
'.  .■^.  .  -^  .  .*...xi  .c  J- r  r-i:-:rju  feelings, 
*■-'.■-            *  :  .  .>:xr*ii\y  keep  us  as 

■  -  •       • 

'•'  •<   '       .    :^",»^v —  ^"-:  :v..s>:  *-ke.v  to  pre- 
*">•  ^>^ .  .       . "  ido=  *-/J:  ea^h  orhcr.— 

1\\^    '  ^  >.    *        ..." 


n 
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^"^tt  no  remedy.'— And  now  teU  me  why  you 
^^^obd  9o  gnnre  when  you  beard  of  your  con- 
^"s  armal,  fSor  that  it  is  her  I  hare  no  doubt^ 
JBOeportorKirkwanr 

'<Ifear,''rep|]edCleTeland,  <' tbeooDsequences 
if  dud  ▼ettd*8  arriTal  with  her  crew,  as  compre- 
kmdktg  the  ruin  of  my  fondest  hopes.  I  had 
wmiB  aome  progress  in  your  father^s  faTour,  and, 
vidi  time,  nught  hare  made  more,  when  hither 
tame  Aflured  and  Hawkins  to  blight  my  pros- 
pacta  for  erer.  I  told  you  on  what  terms  we 
yvtod.  I  then  commanded  a  vessel  braver  and 
better  found  than  thdr  own,  with  a  crew  who,  at 
mj  afig^test  nod,  wouU  have  faced  fiends  armed 
with  their  own  fiery  element ;  but  I  now  stand 
alooe,  a  single  man,  destitute  of  all  means  to  over- 
wnre  or  to  restrain  them ;  and  they  will  soon  shew 
io  plainly  the  ungovernable  license  of  their  habits 
and  diipontions,  that  ruin  to  themsdves  and  me 
win  in  aU  probability  be  the  consequence.^ 

^  Do  not  fear  it,*  said  Minna ;  ^  my  father 
can  never  be  so  unjust  as  to  hcdd  you  liable  for 
the  ofienees  of  others.* 

VOL.  II.  o 


Bn  wkML  vml  Magwn  Trail  Hty  to  my  01 
Mjhk  ^  9id  dcv^daiid,  smiliiig. 
-*-  My  acMTg  s  Xorreg^MC  mid  M  iniM,>*  <^mw^ 
jt  JO.  ^tvms&ei  rmoR,  irho  vill  not  care  whether 
wt  iiQ^iK  jgpw^  tbe  SfMiuards,  who  are  the 
zvcsas  <if  d^  Xcv  World,  ori^aiiiat  the  Dutcb 

jDii  E^jsft^  wtw  hme  iwrfffflfd  to  thdr  usurp- 
^liittMBfliuttk  HKOwmaneeslors  supported  and 
««a«i3aigd  dbe  fkiedbia  of  the  seas  in  those  gaU 
litttft  bttc^  wiuae  pcHiQas  mre  the  dread  of  all 

*^  I  XMr^  xag^narhefcwitr  aUI  Cleveland,  smifin^ 
^  dtaic  atftf  JksKmdbBC  of  an  ancient  Sea-King  will 
:jCttXY  jckai>«lei%e  m  fitting  acquaintance  in  a 
ttfeoonrra  rvv«r«  I  have  not  disguised  from  jou 
uiiic  1  auLvif  T«awtt  to  fiear  the  English  laws ;  and 
Mj^ub^  thoiiigcb  agneat  enemy  to  taxes,  imposts^ 
MKt«  wmsuie^  and  so  foith,  has  no  idea  of  latitude 
upon  pctttc»  of  a  more  general  diaracter;-*Jie 
would  wuIinglT  neere  a  rope  to  the  yard-arm  fior 
the  b^netit  of  an  unfortunate  buccaneer.'^. 

^^  Do  not  suppose  so,"*  said  Minna ;  *<  he  him- 
self suffm  ti?o  much  oppression  from  the  tyran- 
meal  laws  of  our  proud  naghbours  of  Scotland. 


THS  PIRATE.  Sll 

^st  he  will  soon  be  able  to  rise  in  resistance 
^^gaist  them.  The  enemy — such  I  will  call  them 
"^^tfe  now  divided  amongst  themselves,  and  every 
Vessel  from  their  coast  brings  intelligence  of  fresh 
commotions— the  Highlands  agmnst  the  Lowlands 
^— the  Williamites  against  the  Jacobites — ^the 
Whigs  against  the  Tories,  and,  to  sum  the  whole, 
the  kingdom  of  England  against  that  of  Scotland. 
What  is  there,  as  Claud  Halcro  well  hinted,  to 
prevent  our  availing  ourselves  of  the  quarrels  of 
these  robbers,  to  assert  the  independence  of  which 
we  are  deprived  ?^ 

^  To  heist  the  raven  standard  on  the  Castle  of 
Scalloway,**  said  Cleveland,  in  imitation  of  her 
tone  and  manner,  "  and  proclium  your  father 
Earl  Magnus  the  First  r 

"  Earl  Magnus  the  Seventh,  if  it  please  you," 
replied  Minna ;  ^*  for  six  of  his  ancestors  have 
worn  the  coronet  before  him. — You  laugh  at  my 
ardour,-— but  what  w  there  to  prevent  all  this  ?" 

**  Nothing  wiU  prevent  it,"  replied  Cleveland, 
**  because  it  will  never  be  attempted — ^Any  thing 
fmghi  prevent  it,  that  is  equal  in  strength  to  the 
long-boat  of  a  British  man-of-war." 


IGima; 


fives  iq^-— 


€m  ClCMBglBg 


thebmrl 


il  ift  A  «aieaou  sd  I  antt  lem  it  wo^  dm^  il 
Mikie^  ]nwr  <w  »  bi^l^  and  Toor  itqp  so  nob^ 
*^  I;  ii$>  w&M«i  a  dbnm  f*  ssid  ICmia,  knldiig 
tfcHvo^  *^  jad  k  ill  WcoBss  m  dsnghter  oi  Hisll- 
knl  u>  ImtL  or  a»  myvv  Bke  m  firee  vqbmd— Our 
im  ^diBMiLd  be  on  tbie  f:rQiiiHi,  and  oar  slep  sknr 
sfti  x«IuKtsuK»  ss  thsft  of  oDe  wlio  obeysa  tsdc. 
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^  There  are  landB^^  laid  Cleveland,  <<  in  which 
^^  eye  may  look  bright  upon  groves  of  the  palm 
^4  the  cocoa,  and  where  the  foot  may  move  light 
^t  galley  under  sail,  over  fields  carpetted  with 
^wers,  and  savannahs  surrounded  by  aromatic 
^tuckets,  and  where  subjection  is  unknown,  ex- 
^ipt  that  of  the  brave  to  the  bravest,  and  of  all 
^  the  most  beautif  uL^ 

Ifinna  paused  a  moment  ere  she  replied,  and 
then  answered,  **  No,  Cleveland.  My  own  rude 
country  has  charms  for  me,  even  desolate  as  you 
thiiik  it,  and  depressed  as  it  siu^ly  is,  which  no 
other  land  on  earth  can  present  to  me.  I  endea- 
vour in  vain  to  represent  to  myself  those  visions 
of  trees,  and  of  groves,  which  my  eye  never  saw ; 
but  my  imagination  can  conceive  no  sight  in  na- 
ture more  sublime  than  those  waves,  when  agita^ 
ted  by  a  storm,  or  more  beautiful,  than  when 
they  come,  as  they  now  do,  rolling  in  calm  tran- 
quillity to  the  shore.  Not  the  fairest  scene  in  a 
foreign  land,— not  the  brightest  sun-beam  that 
ever  shone  upon  the  richest  landscape,  would  win 
my  thoughu  for  a  moment  from  that  lofty  rock, 
misty  hill,  and  wide-roUing  ocean.    Hialtland  is 
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land  of  my  deceased  ancestors,  and  of  my  li 
nc:  father ;  and  in  Hialtland  will  I  live  and  die.' 

Then  in  Hialtland,'*'  answered  Cleveland^* 
*  will  I  too  live  and  die.    I  will  not  go  to  Kirk 
wall,— I  will  not  make  mj  existence  known 
my  comrades,  from  whom  it  were  else  hard  foi 
me  to  escape.     Your  father  loves  me,  Minna; 
who  knows  whether  long  attention,  anxious  caie* 
might  not  bring  him  to  receive  me  into  his  family. 
Who  would  r^ard  the  length  of  a  voyage  that 
was  certain  to  terminate  in  happiness  T^ 

*'  Dream  not  of  such  an  issne,^  said  Minna; 
**  it  is  impossible.  While  you  live  in  my  father's 
house,— while  you  receive  his  assistance,  and 
share  his  table,  you  will  find  him  the  generous 
friend,  and  the  hearty  host ;  but  touch  him  on 
what  concerns  his  name  and  family,  and  the 
frank-hearted  Udaller  will  start  up  before  you 
the  haughty  and  proud  descendant  of  a  Norwe- 
gian JarL  See  you,  a  moment's  suspicion  has  fall- 
en on  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  he  has  banished 
from  his  favour  the  youth  whom  he  so  lately 
loved  as  a  son.  No  one  must  ally  with  his  house 
that  is  not  of  untainted  northern  descent.'" 


^ 
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And  mine  may  be  so,  for  augb  t  that  is  known 
^e  upon  the  subject,^  said  Cleveland. 

^^ How  !*"  said  Itfinna;  *<  have  you  any  season 
^  bdieve  yourself  of  Norse  descent  P 

**  I  have  told  you  before,^  replied  Cleveland, 
^  that  my  family  is  totally  unknown  to  me.  I 
^Kot  my  earliest  days  upon  a  solitary  plantation, 
in  the  little  island  of  Tortuga,  under  the  charge 
'of  my  fisther,  then  a  different  person  from  what 
he  afkierwards  became*  We  were  plundered  by 
•the  Spaniards,  and  reduced  to  such  extremity  of 
pover^,  that  my  father,  in  desperation,  and  in 
thirst  of  revenge,  took  up  arms,  and  having  be- 
come chief  o(  a  little  band,  who  were  in  the  same 
drcumstances,  became  a  buccaneer,  as  it  is  called, 
■and  cruized  against  Spain,  with  various  vicissi- 
tudes of  good  and  bad  fortune,  until,  while  he 
interfered  to  check  some  violence  of  his  compa- 
nions, he  fell  by  their  hands — ^no  uncommon  fate 
among  the  captains  of  these  rovers.  But  whence 
'my  father  came,  or  what  was  the  place  of  his  birth, 
I  know  not,  fair  Minna,  nor  have  I  ever  had  a 
curious  thought  on  the  subject.^ 


Iffc 
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tcir  of  Magnus  TiihI^  had  you  not  been  the  brmve 
ttd  muhmnted  leader,  who,  with  so  small  means, 
lias  made  his  name  so  formidable.  M  j  heart  is 
lib  that  of  A  maiden  of  the  ancient  days,  and  is 
to  be  woDy  not  by  fair  words,  but  by  gallant 
deeds." 

^Absl  that  heart,"*  said  CleveLond;  <<and 
vliat  is  it  that  I  may  do— -what  is  it  that  man  can 
do^  to  win  in  it  the  interest  which  I  denre?'" 

^  Bqoin  your  friends-— pursue  your  fortunes 
•^-ksve  the  rest  to  destiny,^  said  Minna.  <<  Should 
jioa  letum,  the  leader  of  a  gallant  fleet,  who  can 
tell  what  may  befal?^ 

^  And  what  shall  assure  me,  that,  when  I  re« 
torn— if  return  I  erer  shall — I  may  not  find 
Ifinna  Trail  a  bride  or  a  spouse  ?— -No,  Minna, 
I  will  not  trust  to  destiny  the  only  object  worth 
attaining,  which  my  stormy  voyage  in  life  has 
yet  offered  me." 

^  Hear  me,^  said  Minna.  <<  I  will  bind  my. 
aalf  to  yon,  if  you  dare  accept  such  an  engage* 
nent,  by  the  promise  of  Odin,  the  most  sacred  of 
our  northern  rites  which  are  yet  practised  amongst 
ua,  that  I  will  neTcr  favour  another,  until  you 
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resign  the  pretennons  which  I  havegiTen  toyoir. 
—-Will  that  sausfy  you  ?— for  more  I  cannoCi— 
more  I  will  not  give.^ 

<«  Then  with  that,^  said  Cleveland,  after  a  nch 
mentis  pause,  ^^  I- must  perforce  be  satisfied;— 
but  remember,  it  is  yourself  that  threw  me  back 
upon  a  mode  of  life  which  the  laws  of  Britun  d^ 
nounce  as  criminal,  and  which  the  vicdent  pu* 
sions  of  the  daring  men  by  whom  it  is  pursued, 
have  rendered  infamous.^ 

**  But  I,^  said  Minna,  **  am  superior  to  sudi 
prejudices.  In  warring  with  England,  I  see  thor 
laws  in  no  other  light  than  as  if  you  were  eng»> 
ged  with  an  enemy,  who,  in  fulness  of  pride  and 
power,  has  declared  he  will  pve  his  antagonist  no 
quarter.  A  brave  man  will  not  fight  the  worse 
of  this ; — and,  for  the  manners  of  your  comrades, 
so  that  they  do  not  infect  your  own,  why  should 
their  evil  report  attach  to  you  ?"" 

Cleveland  gazed  at  her  as  she  spoke,  with  a 
degree  of  wondering  admiration,  in  which,  at  the 
same  time,  there  lurked  a  smile  at  her  simplicity. 
.  ^^  I  could  not,^  he  said,  ^*  have  believed,  that 
such  high  courage  could  have  been  found  united 
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^th  such  ignorance  of  the  world,  as  the  world  is 

^^  wielded.     For  my  manners,  they  who  best 

'^r  me  will  readily  allow,  that  I  have  done  my 

^^  at  the  risk  of  my  popularity,  and  of  my  life 

itielf,  to  mitigate  the  ferocity  of  my  mates ;  but 

W  can  you  teach  humanity  to  men  burning 

vith  yengeance  against  the  world,  by  whom  they 

ire  proscribed,  or  learn  them  temperance  and 

Bodentiaii  in  enjoyingthe  pleasures  which  chance 

dnows  in  their  way^  to  vary  a  life  which  would 

be  otherwise  one  constant  scene  of  peril  and  hard- 

thq>?  Sut  this  promise,  Minna— rthis  promise, 

whidi  is  all  I  am  to  receive  in  guerdon  for  my 

finthfol  attachment — let  me  at  least  lose  no  time 

in  claiming  it.^ 

•  ^  It  must  not  be  rendered  here,  but  in  Kirk- 
wall.-^ We  must  invoke,  to  witness  the  engage- 
ment, the  Spirit  which  presides  over  the  ancient 
cizde  of  Stennis.  But  perhaps  you  fear  to  name 
the  andent  Father  of  the  Slain  too,  the  Severe, 
the  Terrible." 

Cleveland  smiled. 
^    «<  Do  me  the  justice  to  think,  lovely  Minna, 
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that  I  am  littk  mlgecl  to  fear  real  cauaes  of  ter* 
rar;  and  for  those  which  are  vbaonuy^  I  hiff 
■o  snnpath J  whatBoerer.^ 

**  You  bdeve  not  in  them,  then,^  said  MinBii 
**  and  are  ao  far  better  suited  to  be  Brenda^i  k)* 
Ter  than  mine.* 

<«  I  will  bdiere,'' lepfied  Clevebmd,  <' inwh^ 
ever  you  bdete.  The  whole  inhabitants  of  tbt 
Valhalla,  about  wUdi  you  oooTerse  so  mocb  wA 
that  fiddling,  rfaiming  fool^  Claud  Halcro— dH 
these  shall  become  living  and  existing  tUi^  to 
mj  credulity.  But,  Ifinna,  do  not  ask  me  Is 
fear  any  of  them.* 

<*  Fear !  no— not  Xofiar  them,  surely,^  rqp&d 
the  maiden ;  *<  for,  not  before  Thor  or  Odio» 
when  they  apjuoached  in  the  fulness  of  their  ter* 
rors,  did  the  heroes  of  my  dauntless  race  ]^di 
one  foot  in  retreat  But  when  you  make  tfdl 
boast,  bethink  you  that  you  defy  an  enemy  oft 
kind  you  have  never  yet  encountered.** 

^'Not  in  these  northern  latitudes,*  sudthe  lovor, 
with  a  smile,  *<  where  hitherto  I  have  seen  but 
angek;  but  I  have  hxxA^  in  my  time,  die  demons 
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of  tbeEquiiioctud  Line,  which  we  roren  tuppoae 
tebeas  powerfiil,  and  as  malignant,  as  those  of 

^Haye  you  thai  witnessed  those  wonders  that 
an  beyond  the  viable  world  r^  said  Minna,  inth 
siHe  degree  of  awe. 

Ckvdand  composed  his  countenance,  and  re- 
plirdj  ^'^  A  short  while  before  my  father^s  death, 
[  omie,  though  then  very  young,  into  the  com- 
of  a  sloop,  manned  with  thirty  as  desperate 
as  ever  handled  a  musket.  We  cruized 
w  a  long  while  with  bad  success,  taking  nothing 
at  wretched  snudl-craft,  which  were  destined  to 
ildi  turtle,  or  otherwise  loaded  with  coarse  and 
iQtthlesa  trump»y.  I  had  much  ado  to  prevent 
ijr  comrades  from  avenging  upon  the  crews  of 
bam  baubling  shallops  the  disappointment  which 
bvjr  bad  occanoned  to  us.  At  length,  we  grew 
loiperate,  and  made  a  descent  on  a  village  where 
nt  were  tcAd  we  should  intercept  the  mules  of  a 
ertain  Spanish  governor,  laden  widi  treasure. 
^e  succeeded  in  carrying  the  place ;  but  while 

oideavoured  to  save  the  inhabitants  from  the 
dry  of  my  followers,  the  muleteers,  with  thdr 


ttD  the  neighboiiiiiigp' 
*«tM«i&    Tbai  dSIed  gp  ifce  Mjume  of  my  upp(»"' 
wiJirtv.  Xj  peopief  wbo  had  been  long  difloov- 

I  was  deposed 
conacil,  andcoA- 
Ji^tinKiu  tf  3irnnii:  a»  Sttk  lock  and  too  mneli 
nuamavr  iir  tba  pnfaBSB  I  had  nndatako^ 
:u  3e  iuipjwriL*aa  Aephiaac  goes^  on  one  of 
ukiw  ictftf  saodr..  bodir  islets^  which  are  cdkd, 
s  »r  ^V,i^  Lu».  kcvsw  aid  which  are  fireqiMOt- 
jULvnti^  T^rurtjf  jndb^rseft^fiiwL  Manjofthen 
jDf  suuwsea  ^  be  hanated — some  b j  the  de- 
:nctis  "vcrsQippiii  br  the  old  inhabitants— ochcn 
V«  C  jcniutfs  jmi  lichen^  whom  the  Spaniards  bad 
yuc  3/  ifeMdi  by  aKture^  to  compd  them  to  d» 
«.v«rcr  uitfu:  aiiaitsn  treasores^  and  others  bj  them- 
niMxs  sp«!vtr«»  in  wbkh  satiunof  all  nations  have 
imt^^c  luicli.     Mt  pt;ace  of  banidunent,  cdled  ' 
Cv^fiiKk^y^  dbcuc  two  leagues  and  a  half  to  the 
AMichMMsc  oif  Bennudas^  was  so  infamons  as  the 


*  X(f  Tiur-jvit  1  jtsman*  si|jpu£ied  to  •t*^»vVr'  him  oat 
JewisiBe  iMnst  or  m?«in!    a 
b 5  Fkntts  tfki  B^ianeen. 
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mort  of  these  gupernatural  inhabitants,  that  I 
Uie?e  the  wealth  of  Mesdco  would  not  have  per- 
naded  the  bravest  of  the  scoundrels  who  put  me 
tthare  there,  to  have  spent  an  hour  on  the  islet 
alone,  even  in  broad  day-light ;  and  when  thcj 
lowed  off,  they  pulled  for  the  sloop  like  men  that 
dired  not  cast  their  eyes  behind  them.  And  there 
diqr  left  me  to  subast  myself  as  I  might,  on  a 
apeck  of  unproductive  sand,  surrounded  by  the 
boundlesB  Atlantic,  and  haunted,  as  they  sup- 
posed, by  malignant  demons.**^ 
' .  ^  And  what  was  the  consequence  ?^  said  Minna, 
eigerly. 

.  **  I  supported  life,^  said  the  adventurer,  **  at 
the  expence  of  such  sea-fowl  as  were  silly  enough 
to  let  me  approach  so  near  as  to  knock  them  down 
with  a  stick ;  and  by  means  of  turtle  eggs,  when 
these  complaisant  birds  became  better  acquainted 
with  the  mischievous  disposiuon  of  the  human 
ipecies,  and  more  shy  of  course  of  my  advances.^ 
'  *'  And  the  demons  of  whom  you  spoke  ?^— 
continued  MiAna. 

*'  I  had  my  secret  apprehensions  upon  their 
account,^  said  Cleveland :  ^^  In  open  day-light, 

12 


;  but  m  ihft  woMtf  damn  €f 
vhcn  cfvoDDg  WW  aboat  to  SM, 
fint  wc^  cf  1B7  abode  on  the  kcj, 
X  £tti  jnd  unHEBcd  mctiic^  nowreigi" 
)tt]ii(  A  SnananL  widi  bis  c^m  wrapped  arauiid 
)tiit»  jmi  tii»  tep  aomlmie,  as  large  as  an  ub- 
irala..  upva  Vb  bead^— Bov  a  Dmdi  saibir,  iridi 
b»  TQu^  <ap  jnd  tnrabJwie,  and  now  an  In* 
£ait  O^cnxtK.  wkb  bis  ftatbtffy  crown  and  kag 
■or  %?£  cane.'* 
*»  Dki  vim  HOC  afyoatbid  addrcsBtbemr 

*^  I  iI^avTs  jp^pcoacbed  tban,"*  replied  tbe  sea- 

*^  buc»«^I  i^fieve  to  diaappuuit  joor  ezpee« 

QK!UQ««  mY  tur  feiwd»— wheneTcr  I  drew  near 

dK«  tbe  pkmttNB  fhanpd  into  a  bush,  or  a  piece 

«)f  dhft^Yuud.  or  a  wreatb  of  mist,  or  some  indi 

cauae  of  ileorpdiMU  until  at  last  I  was  taogfat  bj 

expmnice  ti>  cbeat  mjsrif  no  longer  witb  sndi 

Tisians^  and  continiied  a  sofitarj  inbabttant  of 

CoffiiKkey,  &s  bctle  alarmed  by  Titionary  terron^ 

as  I  ever  wss  in  tbe  great  cabin  of  a  stout  Tcsidy 

witb  a  score  of  coaBpamons  around  me.* 

s 
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^  You  cheated  me  into  listening  to  a  tale  of 
oothmg,^  said  Minna ;  ^*  but  how  long  did  you 
QDQtmue  on  the  island  ?^ 

^  Four  weeks  of  miserable  existence,^  said 
deyeland,  **  when  I  was  relieved  by  the  crew 
ofa  vessel  which  came  thither  a-turtling.  Yet  my 
niierable  seduaon  was  not  entirely  useless  to  mc, 
ht  on  that  spot  of  barren  sand  I  found  the  iron 
aiask,  which  has  since  been  my  chief  security 
against  treason,  or  mutiny  of  my  followers.  It 
was  there  I  formed  the  resolution  to  seem  no 
softer  hearted,  nor  better  instructed — no  more 
humane,  and  no  more  scrupulous,  than  those 
with  whom  fortune  bad  leagued  me.  I  thought 
over  my  former  story,  and  saw  that  seeming  more 
brave,  skilful,  and  enterprizing  than  others,  had 
gained  me  command  and  respect,  and  that  seem- 
ing more  gently  nurtured,  and  more  civilized 
than  they,  had  made  them  envy  and  hate  me  as  a 
bang  of  another  species.  I  agreed  with  myself, 
then,  that  since  I  could  not  lay  aside  my  supe- 
riority of  intellect  and  education,  I  would  do  my 
best  to  disguise,  and  to  sink  in  the  rude  seaman, 
all  appearance  of  better  feeling  and  better  accom- 

VOL.  II.  V 


thai  what  has  anoe  hap- 
appeannoe  of  daring  ob- 
mcKv^  I  ttniui  acqssre  »di  a  habitual  oom- 

that  I  might  lue  it  for  the 

>af  nir*figi>rv  ^nd  fat  refiering  tbedts- 

j£  ;aK  aai^ttLhts  vho  fcQ  under  our  power. 

cnthoritv,  InnHt 
at  feast,  of  time 
»  he  cseRwd.  The  tidfisgi 
nv  incrs  aofii.  wUr  it  exdtcd  me  to  wrath 
ir  3s^si4!e.  oaneiMd  the  lesolutioD  I  had 
wunciaiL  S<  jia»  had  fufes  a  victim  to  bis  flK 
URinrtrv  nf  ai]B&.  iiaih,  and  mannen,  sbove 
nmK  ^voimt  ^  oamaBawkd.  Thev  were  wcot 
u  cal  hnL  ae  GaCMwaaa  ;  aftd,  anquestiooaU/y 
!)«;«  auiviciievaaaaaaaae&Tourabfeoppoilo- 
BC*  Xf  Ttcjuaug  irMwrcLyfihap^at  their  expenc^ 
vua  ixutv  rusaac  jbnw  of  loaetT  witb  whkh 
lu^  i^iOifii^  jiMaiHC  Kesc  lo  aiit«  and.  eren  theit- 
ics>  :^«?  iwMewc  iiaa.  Nature  and  justice 
Aiii;f  caito^  4it  iw  iar  iw^rei^.  I  was  sooo  tl 
:jtf  ta^  ^-c  A  Hf  w  liKT  of  the  adventurers,  who 
tot  itt  TuAHOtt  .a  ihxe  ttonds.  I  sought  00^ 
«1m  %Km  W  w4K«a  I  haJ  been  m  vself  mamon- 


edy  but  after  the  wretches  ii^ho  had  betrayed  toy 
fiither ;  and  on  them  I  took  a  revenge  so  severe, 
that  it  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  stamp  me  with  the 
diaracter  of  that  inexorable  ferocity  which  I  was 
dferirous  to  be  thought  to  possess,  and  which,  per- 
haps, was  gradually  coming  on  my  disposition  in 
aettial  earnest.  My  manner,  speech,  and  conduct, 
so  totally  changed,  that  those  who  for- 

rly  knew  me  were  disposed  to  ascribe  the  al- 
lormdon  to  my  intercourse  with  the  demons  who 
liannted  the  sands  of  Coffin-key ;  nay,  there  were 
MDe,  superstitious  enough  to  believe  that  I  had 
iGtoally  fornaed  a  league  with  them.^ 

^  I  tremble  to  hear  the  rest  !^  said  Minna ; 
^  did  you  not  become  the  monster  of  courage 
tnid  cruelty  whose  ch$iracter  you  assumed  ?^ 

^  If  I  haVe  escaped  being  so,  it  is  to  you, 
Kftna,^  replied  Cleveland,  '*  that  the  wonder 
QlQstbe  ascribed.  It  is  true,  I  have  always  endea- 
^^Hired  to  distinguish  myself  rather  by  acts  of  the 
^^kxi  adventurous  valour,  than  by  schemes  of  re- 
venge or  of  plunder,  and  that  at  length  I  could 
^6  lives  by  a  rude  jest,  and  sometimes,  by  the 
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esces  ct  the  measures  which  I  myself  propofied, 
couiil  induce  those  imdor  me  to  intercede  m  £1- 
irvYir  of  pmaoers;  so  that  the  seeming  seyenty 
of  mT  character  has  better  served  the  cause  of 
humamty,  than  had  I  i^ipeared  directly  devoted 
toiu* 

He  ceased,  and,  as  Minna  refdied  not  a  woidt 
tMJCh  remained  aUent  for  a  little  space,  wliai 
Cleveland  again  resomed  the  discourse:— 

«^  You  are  alent,^  he  sud,  <<  Miss  Tral,  and 
I  have  injured  myself  in  your  ojunion  by'tbe- 
frankness  with  whidi  I  have  hud  my  character 
before  you.  I  may  truly  say  that  my  natunl 
disposition  has  been  controlled,  but  not  altered, 
bv  the  untoward  drcumstanoes  in  whidi  I  an 
placed."^ 

^'  I  am  uncertain,"*  said  Minna,  after  a  mo- 
mcnfs  consideration,  ^^  whether  you  had  been 
thus  candid,  had  you  not  known  I  should  sooa 
see  your  comrades,  and  discover  from  their  oon- 
versation  and  their  manners  what  you  would 
otherwise  gladly  have  concealed.^ 

^^  You  do  me  injustice,  Minna,  cruel  injustice. 
From  the  instant  that  you  knew  me  to  be  a  saifor 
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cf  fortune^  an  adventurer,  a  buccaneer,  or,  if  you 
will  have  the  broad  word,  a  pirate,  what  had 
70U  to  expect  less  than  what  I  have  told  you  ?^ 
**  You  speak  too  truly,"  said  Minna — "  all 
this  I  might  have  anticipated,  and  I  know  not 
how  I  should  have  expected  it  otherwise.  But  it 
seemed  to  me  that  a  war  on  the  cruel  and  super- 
stitious Spaniards  had  in  it  something  ennobling 
—something  that  refined  the  fierce  employment 
to  which  you  have  just  now  given  its  true  and 
dreaded  name.  I  thought  that  the  independent 
warriors  of  the  Western  Ocean,  raised  up,  as  it 
were,  to  punish  the  wrongs  of  so  many  murdered 
and  plundered  tribes,  must  have  had  something 
of  noble  elevation,  like  the  Sons  of  the  North, 
whose  long  galleys  avenged  on  so  many  coasts 
the  oppressions  of  degenerate  Rome.  This  I 
thought,  and  this  I  dreamed — I  grieve  that  I  am 
awakened  and  undeceived.  Yet  I  blame  you  not 
finr  the  erring  of  my  own  fancy.— Farewell,  we 
must  now  part.*" 

**  Say  at  least,"  said  Cleveland,  "  that  you  do 
not  hold  me  in  horror  for  having  told  you  the 
truth." 
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the  bottom  of  the  Race  of  Portland — I  would 
the  Fentland  Firth  had  swept  them  to  hell  rather 
than  to  Orkney  !  I  will  not,  however,  quit  the 
chase  of  this  angel  for  all  that  these  fiends  can 
do.  I  will^I  must  to  Orkney  before  the  Udal- 
kr  makes  his  voyage  thither— our  meeting  might 
alarm  even  his  blunt  understanding,  although, 
thank  Heaven,  in  this  wild  country,  men  know 
the  nature  of  our  trade  only  by  hearsay,  through 
our  honest  friends  the  Dutch,  who  take  care  ne- 
ver to  speak  very  ill  of  those  they  make  money 
by.— Well,  if  fortune  would  but  stand  my  friend 
with  this  beautiful  enthusiast,  I  would  pursue 
bar  wheel  no  further  at  sea,  but  set  ipyself  down 
amongst  these  rocks,  as  happy  as  if  they  were  so 
aMUiy  groves  of  bananas  and  palmettoes.'" 
.  With  these,  and  such  thoughts,  half  rolling 
ni  hiB  bosom,  half  expressed  in  indisUnct  hints 
and  murmurs,  the  pirate  Cleveland  returned  to 
the  mansion  of  Burgh- Westra. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


There  was  shaking  of  hands,  and  sorrow  of  heart, 
For  the  hour  was  approaching  when  meny  folks  muit  ftHi 
So  we  caUM  for  our  hones,  and  ask*d  for  our  waj, 
While  the  joUj  old  hmdlord  said,  ««  Nothing's  to  pay.** 


We  do  not  dwell  upon  the  festivities  of  the 
day,  which  .had  nothing  in  them  to  interest  the 
reader  particularly.  The  table  groaned  under 
the  usual  plenty,  which  was  disposed  of  by  the 
guests  with  the  usual  appetite— the  bowl  of  punch 
was  filled  and  emptied  with  the  same  celerity  m 
usixsu — the  men  quaffed,  and  the  women  laugh- 
ed— Claud  Halcro  rhimed,  punned,  and  pnised 
John  Drydcn — the  Udaller  bumpered  and  suiq^ 
choruses — and  the  evening  concluded,  as  usual, 
in  the  Bigging-loft,  as  it  was  Magnus  Trolly's  plei^ 
sure  to  term  the  dancing  apartment 
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It  was  then  and  there  that  Cleveland,  approacii- 
iog  Magnus,  where  he  sat  betwixt  his  two  daugh- 
ters, intimated  his  intention  of  going  to  Kirkwall 
in  a  small  brig,  which  Bryce  Snaelsfoot,  who  had 
disposed  of  his  goods  with  unprecedented  celeri- 
tjj  had  freighted  thither,  to  procure  a  supply. 

Magnus  heard  the  sudden  proposal  of  his 
guest  with  surprise,  not  unmingled  with  displea- 
sure, and  demanded  sharply  of  Cleveland,  how 
long  it  was  since  he  had  learned  to  prefer  Bryce 
Snaelsfoofs  company  to  his  own.  Cleveland  an- 
swered, with  his  usual  bluntness  of  manner,  that 
time  and  tide  tarried  for  no  one,  and  that  he  had 
his  own  particular  reasons  for  making  his  trip  to 
IGrkwall  sooner  than  the  Udaller  proposed  to  set 
sail^-that  he  hoped  to  meet  with  him  and  his 
daughters  at  the  great  fair,  which  was  now  close** 
ly  approaching,  and  might  perhaps  find  it  pos- 
sible to  return  to  Zetland  along  widi  them. 

While  he  spoke  this,  Brenda  kept  her  eye  as 
much  upon  her  sister  as  it  was  possible  to  do, 
without  exciung  general  observation.  She  re- 
marked, that  Minna'^s  pale  cheek  become  yet  pa- 
Icr  while  Cleveland  spoke,  and  that  blic  seemed, 
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by  coropresnng  her  lips,  and  slightly  knitting  her 
brows,  to  be  in  the  act  of  represang  the  effects  of 
strong  interior  emotion.  But  she  spoke  not ;  ^ 
when  Cleveland,  having  ludden  adieu  to  the  Ud* 
aller,  approached  to  salute  hei^,  as  waa  then  the 
custom,  she  received  his  farewell  without  tnuting 
herself  to  attempt  a  reply. 

Brenda  had  her  own  trial  approaching;  fa 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  once  so  much  loved  by  liw 
father,  was  now  in  the  act  of  making  his  oold 
parting  from  him,  without  receiving  a  nngb , 
look  of  friendly  regard.     There  was^  indeedi 
sarcasm  in  the  tone  with  which  Magnus  wiAcd 
the  youth  a  good  journey,  and  recommendid 
to  him,  if  he  met  a  bonny  lass  by  the  waji 
not  to  dream  that  she  was  in  love,  because  shi 
chanced  to  laugh  at  him.  Mertoun  coloured  si 
what  he  felt  as  an  insult,  though  it  waa  but 
half  intelligible  to  him;  but  he  remembered 
Brenda,  and  suppressed  every  feeling  of  resent- 
ment.    He  proceeded  to  take  his  leave  of  the 
sisters.     Minna,  whose  heart  was  conadenUy 
softened  towards  him,  received  his  £uewdl  with 
some  degree  of  interest ;  but  Brenda^s  waa  sa 
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▼isible  in  the  kindness  of  her  manner,  and  the 
mabture  which  gathered  in  her  eye,  that  it  was 
Qodoed  even  hj  the  Udaller,  who  exclaimed,  half- 
angrily,  ^*  Why,  ay,  lads,  that  may  be  right  enow, 
tor  be  was  an  old  acquaintance ;  but  mind  !  I 
have  DO  will  that  he  remain  one.^ 

Mertoun,  who  was  slowly  leaving  the  apart- 
ment, half  overheard  this  disparaging  observa- 
tiQD,  and  half  turned  round  to  resent  it  But  his 
pnrpooe  failed  him  when  he  saw  that  Brenda  had 
bem  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  her  handker- 
duef  to  hide  her  emotion,  and  the  sense  that  it 
was  excited  by  his  departure,  obliterated  every 
thcHi^bt  of  her  fatber^s  unkindness.  He  retired, 
«**the  other  guests  followed  his  example;  and 
Many  of  them,  like  Cleveland  and  himself,  took 
llieir  leave  over-night,  with  the  purpose  of  com- 
nencing  their  homeward  journey  on  the  succeed- 
ing morning. 

That  night,  the  mutual  sorrow  of  Minna  and 
Brenda,  if  it  could  not  wholly  remove  the  re- 
•erre  which  had  estranged  the  sisters  from  each 
•Iher,  at  least  melted  all  its  frozen  and  unkindly 
qnnptoms.  They  wept  in  each  other'^s  arms ;  and 


236  THE  PIRATE. 

though  neither  spoke,  yet  each  became  dearer  U 
the  other ;  because  they  felt  that  the  grief  whid 
called  forth  these  drops  had  a  source  oomnum  h 
them  both. 

It  is  probable,  that  though  Brenda's  tear 
were  most  abundant,  the  grief  of  Minna  ws 
most  deeply  seated;  for  long  after  the  youn^ 
had  sobbed  herself  asleep,  like  a  child,  upoo  he 
sister^s  bosom,  Minna  lay  awake,  watching  lb 
dubious  twilight,  while  tear  after  tear  slowly  gi 
thered  in  her  eye,  and  found  a  current  down  he 
check,  as  soon  as  it  became  too  heavy  to  be  WMf 
ported  by  her  long  black  ulken  eye-lashes.  A 
she  lay,  bewildered  among  the  sorrowful  thou^t 
which  supplied  these  tears,  she  was  surprised  t 
distinguish,  beneath  the  window,  the  sounds  c 
music.  At  first  she  supposed  it  was  some  freak  c 
Claud  Halcro,  whose  fantasUc  humour  sometime 
indulged  itself  in  such  serenades.  But  it  waa  dc 
the  gue  of  the  old  minstrel,  but  the  guitar  whic 
she  heard ;  an  instrument  which  none  in  the  islan 
knew  how  to  touch  except  Cleveland,  who  ha 
learned,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  South  Ami 
rican  Spaniards,  to  play  on  it  with  superior  ezf 
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cutioD.  Perhaps  it  was  in  these  climates  also 
that  he  had  learned  the  song,  which,  though  he 
now  sung  it  under  the  window  of  a  maiden  of 
Thule,  had  certainly  never  been  composed  for 
the  native  of  a  climate  so  northerly  and  so  severe, 
flooe  it  spoke  of  productions  of  the  earth  and 
tkies  which  are  there  unknoini* 

1. 

^*  Love  wakes  and  weeps 

While  Beauty  sleeps  \ 
O  for  Music's  softest  numbers. 

To  prompt  a  theme. 

For  Beauty's  dream. 
Soft  as  the  pillow  of  her  slumbers. 

2. 

''  Through  groves  of  palm 

Sigh  gales  of  balm. 
Fire-flies  on  the  air  are  wheeling ; 

While  through  the  gloom 

Comes  soft  pcrfiune. 
The  distant  beds  of  flowers  revealing. 

3. 
^*  O  wake  and  live. 
No  dream  can  give 

8 


-^1 


The  Toice  of  ClereUnd  vu  deqii 
manly,  and  accorded  well  with  the  £ 
to  which  the  words}  prdubly  a  traiu 
the  ume  language,  had  been  adaptei 
vocation  would  not  probably  have  b« 
could  Minna  have  arisen  without  awi 
sister.  But  that  was  impomble;  f 
who,  as  we  already  mentioned,  had  w 
before  she  had  sunk  into  repoae,  nc 
her  face  on  her  sister's  neck,  and  one  i 
ed  around  her,  in  the  attitude  of  a  < 
has  cried  itself  asleep  in  the  arms  of 
It  was  impossible  for  Minna  to  extrii 
from  her  grasp  without  awaking  hei 
could  not,  therefore,  execute  her  has 
of  donning  her  gown,  and  hastening 
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T  lorer  came  to  take  his  last  farewell ;  but  that 
coda,  inimical  as  she  seemed  to  be  of  late  to- 
rds  Cleveland,  should  awake  and  witness  it, 
I  a  thought  not  to  be  endured, 
rhere  was  a  short  pause,  in  which  Minna  en- 
fonred  more  than  once,  with  as  much  gentle- 
B  as  possible,  to  unclasp  Brendan's  arm  from  her 
k ;  but  whenever  idie  attempted  it  the  slum- 
er  muttered  some  little  pettish  sound,  like  a 
Id  disturbed  in  its  sleep,  which  sufficiently 
!wed  that  perseverance  in  the  attempt  would 
iken  her  fully. 

To  her  great  vexation,  therefore,  Minna  was 
npelled  to  remain  still  and  silent ;  when  her 
iNr,  as  if  determined  upon  gaining  her  car  by 
ttle  of  another  strain,  sung  the  following  frag- 
nt  of  a  sea*ditty. 

"  Farewell !  Farewell !  the  voice  you  hear, 

Has  left  its  last  soft  tone  with  you, — 
'  Itf  next  must  join  the  seaward  cheer. 
And  shout  among  the  shouting  crew. 

''  The  accents  which  I  scarce  could  form 
Beneath  your  frown's  coutrouling  check, 

Must  give  the  word,  above  the  storm, 
To  cut  the  mast,  and  clear  the  wreck. 
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**  The  tiniid  eye  I  dared  not  raise,—- 
The  hand,  that  shook  when  prcss'd  to  thinf^       J 

Must  point  the  guna  upon  the  chase,— 
Must  bid  the  deadly  cntlasa  shine. 

*'  To  an  I  love,  or  hope,  or  fear,— - 

Hononr,  or  own,  a  long  adieu ! 
To  all  that  life  has  soft  and  dear, 

Faiewdl!  aave  memory  of  yon  T 

He  was  again  silent ;  and  again  she,  to  vhom 
the  serenade  was  addressed,  strove  in  vaia  to 
arise  without  rousing  her  sister.     It  was  impos- 
sible ;  and  she  had  nothing  before  her  but  the 
unhappy  thought  that  Cleveland  was  taking 
leave  in  his  desolation,  without  a  single  glaneeii 
or  a  single  word.     He,  too,  whose  temper  W 
so  fiery,  yet  who  subjected  his  violent  mood  intk 
such  sedulous  attention  to  her  will,— could  ik 
but  have  stolen  a  moment  but  to  say  adieu— 
to  caution  him  against  new  quarrels  with  Me^ 
toun — to  implore  him  to  detach  himself  from  audi 
comrades  as  he  had  described,— could  she  bat 
have  done  this,  who  could  say  what  effect  audi 
parting  admonitions  might  have  liad  upon  hii 
character— nay,  upon  the  future  events  of  his  life? 
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'tttilued  hj  miA  thougfatBy  Minna  was  about 
itka  another  and  dedsive  effort,  v/hea  she 
i  mces  boieath  the  wxndoir,  and  thought  she 
I  Aringwitih  that  tfaej  were  those  of  Clave* 
aad  Mertoun,  speaking  i^  a  sharp  toae, 
by  aC  the  same  ttnie^  seemed  ea«itioiisly  sup. 
ady  asif  the  qieakars  feared  bring  ovefheanL 
m  now  mingled  with  her  former  dewe  to 
hMtt  bed,  and  she  aooompliaihed  at  onoe  the 
oaawhieh  she  had  so  often  attempted  in  vain. 
dt^  am  was  urioosed  from  her  sister^s  neek, 
Mit  the  sleeper  reeei  ving  more  alarm  than  jhto* 
t  two  m*  three  imintelligible  murmurs  ( while, 
eqwai  speed  and  mlence,  Minna  put  on  some 
of  her  dress,  with  the  Intention  to  steal  to  the 
knr.  But,  ere  she  could  accomplish  this,  die 
id  of  the  voices  without  was  exchanged  for 
dt  blows  and  struggling,  whidi  terminated 
hsnly  by  a  deep  groan. 

ierrified  at  this  last  signal  of  mischief,  Minna 
ng  to  the  window,  and  endeavoured  to  open 
isr  the  persons  were  so  close  under  the  walls 
he  house  that  she  could  not  see  them,  save 
mMing  her  head  out  of  the  casement.    The 
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iron  hasp  was  stiff  and  rusted,  and,  as  generaV^ 
happens,  the  haste  with  which  she  laboured   'Ci 
undo  it  only  rendered  the  task  more  di£Bcul^ 
When  it  was  accomplished,  and  Minna  had  eager- 
ly thrust  her  body  half  out  at  the  casement,  those 
who  had  created  the  sounds  which  alarmed  her 
were  become  inyisible,  excepUng  that  she  8sw 
a  shadow  cross  the  moonlight,  the  substance  of 
which  must  have  been  in  the  act  of  turning  t 
corner,  which  concealed  it  fn»n  her  sight.    The 
shadow  moved  slowly,  and  seemed  that  of  a  man 
who  supported  another  upon  his  shoulders ;  an  in- 
dication which  put  the  climax  to  Minna'^s  agony 
of  mind.    The  window  was  not  above  eight  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  she  hesitated  not  to  throw 
herself  from  it  hastily,  and  to  pursue  the  object 
which  had  excited  her  terror. 

But  when  she  came  to  the  comer  of  the  build- 
ings  from  which  the  shadow  seemed  to  have  been 
projected,  she  discovered  nothing  whidi  could 
point  out  the  way  that  the  figure  had  gone ;  and, 
after  a  moments  consideration,  became  sensible 
that  all  attempts  at  pursuit- would  be  alike  wild 
and  fruitless.   Besides  all  the  projections  and  le- 
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^^^>K8  of  the  many-angled  mansion,  and  its  nu- 
iQqous  offices    beades  the  variouB  cellars,  store- 
'hkiks,  stables,  and  so  forth,  which  defied  her 
soBtaiy  search,  there  was  a  range  of  low  rocks, 
ttretching  down  to  the  little  haven,  and  which 
Were,  in  fact,  a  continuation  of  the  ridge  which 
Cnied  its  pier.     These  rocks  had  many  inden- 
tures, hollows,  and  caverns,  into  any  one  of  which 
the  figure  to  which  the  shadow  belonged  might 
have  retired  with  his  fatal  burden ;  for  fatal,  she 
feared,  it  was  most  likely  to  prove. 

A  moment'^s  reflection,  as  we  have  said,  con- 
viiioed  lifinna  of  the  folly  of  further  pursuit; 
her  next  thought  was  to  alarm  the  family ;  but 
what  tale  had  she  to  tell,  and  of  whom  was  that 
tale  to  be  told  ?— On  the  other  hand,  the  wound- 
ed man— if  indeed  he  was  wounded— -alas,  if  in- 
deed he  were  not  mortally  wounded,— -might  not 
be  past  the  reach  of  assistance ;  and,  with  this 
idea,  she  was  about  to  raise  her  voice,  when  she 
was  interrupted  by  that  of  Claud  Halcro,  who  was 
letuming  apparently  from  the  liaven,  and  sing- 
ing, in  his  manner,  a  scrap  of  an  old  Norse  ditty, 
wUch  might  run  thus  in  English  :*- 


'^  And  Jim  ididl  dcdf  the  fimnl  dole; 

Ay,  deal  it,  molber  mine^ 
To  weary  body^  and  to  heavy  aoful. 

The  white  bread  and  the  wine. 

'^  And  yoa  ahaU  deal  my  honea  of  pride ; 

Ay,  deal  them^  mother  mine  ; 
And  you  ahall  deal  my  lands  ao  wide. 

And  deal  my  castles  nine, 

^'  S«t  deal  not  vengeanoe  Ibr  the  deed. 

And  deal  not  for  the  crime  x 
The  body  to  its  pkce,  and  the  soul  to  Heaven's  gratf^ 

And  the  rest  in  God's  own  time.' 


»» 


The  ring^ar  adaptation  of  these  riumea  to  tk 
situation  in  whidi  she  found  herself,  setaei^ 
Minna  like  a  warning  from  heaven.  Weix^ 
speaking  of  a  land  of  omens  and  superstfdM 
and  perhaps  will  scarce  be  understood  by  tfaoi^ 
whose  limited  imagination  cannot  conceive  bfliv 
strongly  these  operate  upon  the  human  mind  du- 
ring a  certain  progress  of  society.  A  Hne  of  Yiv* 
gii,  turned  up  casually,  wsis  received  in  the  li" 
venteentb  century,  and  in  the  court  of  Englafl^ 
.  as  an  intimation  of  future  events ;  and  no  wc^i^ 
that  a  maiden  of  the  cfistant  and  wild  ities  of  2i^* 
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'^iri  shonid  have  coiiBd»td»  as  ao  ioj  unction 
'f^  Heaven,  versee  mdiidi  happened  to  convey 
^  aense  analogous  to  her  present  situation. 

^I  will  be  silent,^  she  muttered,— ^<  I  will  seal 
tdy  lips- 
Hie  body  to  its  plsoe^  tnd  the  Bonl  to  Hesvea'8  graoe^ 
And  the  rest  in  God's  own  time.'' 

<<  Who  speaks  there  P^  said  Claud  Halcro,  in 
some  alarm ;  for  he  had  not,  in  his  travels  in  fo. 
teign  parts,  been  able  by  any  means  to  rid  him- 
sdf  of  his  native  superstitions.  In  the  condition 
to  vhich  fear  and  horror  had  reduced  her,  Min- 
na was  at  first  unable  to  reply ;  and  Hakro,  fix- 
ing  his  eyes  upon  the  female  white  figure,  which 
ha  taw  indistinctly,  for  she  stood  in  the  shadow 
of  die  house,  and  the  morning  was  thiek  and 
misty,  b^an  to  conjure  her  in  an  ancient  rhime 
wbidi  occurred  to  him  as  suited  for  the  occasion, 
and  which  had  in  its  gibberish  a  wild  and  un- 
earthly sound,  which  may  be  lost  in  the  ensuing 
tn&slation 


2^  TUS   PlEAfiL 

^^  Saint  MagniiB^ogntyooltficc^  that  nuur^  of  tecMon       • 
fiiint  ITnnm,  rrlmlrr  thrr.  Tiith  rlijmn  mil  Triffi  Tnaiw^i    ; 

By  the  maaB  of  Saint  Martin^  the  mifi^t  of  Saint  Ifai^r--, 
Be  thoa  gone,  or  thy  weird  diall  be  wane  if  thou  mrjpp  I 
If  of  good,  go  hence  and  hallow  the^—  • 

If  of  ill,  let  the  earth  swallow  thee,— 
If  thou'rt  of  air,  let  the  grey  miat  Ibid  thee,— 
If  of  earth,  let  the  awart  mine  hdd  thee,— 
If  a  Pixie,  seek  thy  ring^— 
If  a  Nixie,  aeek  thy  luring  ;— 
If  on  middle  earth  thou'st  been 
Slave  of  sorrow,  shame,  and  sin. 
Hast  eat  the  bread  of  toil  and  strife. 
And  dree'd  the  lot  which  men  call  life, 
Begone  to  thy  stone !  for  thy  coffin  is  scant  of  thtr^' 
The  worm,  thy  pUy-fellow,  wails  for  the  want 

thee;— 
Hence,  houseless  ghost !  let  the  earth  hide  thee. 
Till  Michael  shall  blow  the  blast,  see  that 

thou  bide  thee ! — 
Phantom,  fly  hence !  take  the  Cross  for  a  tcSken, 
Hence  pass  till  Hallowmass  !^my  spell  is  spoken. 


*^  It  is  I,  Halcro,^  muttered  Minna,  in  a  tam^ 
so  thin  and  low,  that  it  might  have  passed  for  tim^ 
faint  reply  of  the  conjured  phantom. 
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*'  You !— ^ou  r  said  Halcro,  his  tone  of  alarm 
^^Hsnging  to  one  of  extreme  surprise ;  *^  by  this 
^^Hxmlight,  which  is  waning,  and  so  it  is!— 
^fSfho  could  have  thought  to  find  you,  my  most 
Wrdy  Night,  wandering  abroad  in  your  own 
dement  !«-But  you  saw  them,  I  reckon,  as  well  as 
t«-4x)ld  enough  in  you  to  follow  them,  though.^ 
<<  Saw  whom  ?— follow  whom  ?^  said  Minna, 
looping  to  gun  some  information  on  the  subject 
^  her  fears  and  her  anxiety. 
*    ^^  The  corpse-lights  which  danced  at  the  ha- 
ven,^ replied  Halcro ;  ^'  they  bode  no  good,  I 
promise  you~-you  wot  well  what  the  old  rhyme 

Where  corpse-light 

Dances  bright. 

Be  it  by  day  or  night. 

Be  it  by  light  or  dark. 

There  shall  corpse  lie  stitf  and  stark. 

I  went  half  as  far  as  the  haven  to  look  after  them, 
liut  they  had  vanished.  I  think  I  saw  a  boat  put 
<yff,  however,— some  one  bound  for  the  haaf,  I 
suppose. — I  would  we  had  good  news  of  this 
fishing— th^e  was  Noma  left  us  in  anger^  and 


empm\  Kgkli  J^Wdl,  CMLbelptS 
wkik.  IaBiMioUiBn,fl^onilRitwulidiiil;« 
jwtfl  fcc^iHjtot  how  now,  my  pwAiy  ltiiM^> 
■r  ^^  !-^-JkBd  BOW  tkU  I  Me  jM 
Bi  llie  ttr  SQOHgp^  uuwimtfld  ioo^  by  SiW 
MigmH  !«N.^ Woo  tlmt  no  ttnekini^  ef  Zetlni 
wool  nA  enoi^  ftr  thflK  ppel^  f cemd  nda^ 
thai  glanct  to  wUli  in  the  mooa^iHUDi  P^-^What, 
akat '  ■igijy  pttrhepi^*  he  added,  in  a  ONii 
serious  tone,  ^  at  my  miKiiim  For  shaoie^  gOlf 
BMadtnJNi  Bwtmherlem  eld  enough  tobeyHnr 
fithcr,  end  hereehreys  loved  you  as  my  diildi* 

^  I  em  not  angiy,*  aeid  Miane,  eonslnliidiig 
herself  to  speak— *^  but  beard  you  nothing?  m0 
you  nothing  ?--*They  must  have  passed  you.^ 

''  They  I""  said  Claud  Halero  i  ''  what  mean 
you  by  they  ? — is  it  the  eorpae-hghts  ?^«J^o,  they 
did  not  pass  by  me,  but  I  think  they  have  pav- 
ed by  youj  atid  bKgfated  you  with  thdr  influenoey 
for  you  are  as  pale  as  a  spectrew-*-Cottie>  eovM 
Minna,^  he  added,  <^)ening  a  nd&4oor  of  fk$ 
dwelling,  *^  these  moonlight  walks  are  fitter  fti 
old  poets  than  for  young  maidens-^ And  to  ^^ 
ly  dad  as  you  are?  Maiden^  yon  should  take  MR 


l^%  jou  give  yourself  to  the  breezeB  ef  a  Zetland 
^^ti  for  tbqp  btii^  VMNPe  aleet  iban  odours  up* 
^liKtrwliigiu^-^But|iiiindeii,goint  (or,9$i^ 
Am  John  wfS'^HMif  m  he  does  pot  aay-^for  I 
teUMfemeiDb^  bow  his  veTse  ehiiiie9-««hut»  ae  I 
iy  njraelf)  in  a  pretty  poem,  wiif ten  when  my 
anifle  was  in  her  teens, 

• 

HemetaX  maideii  ne'er  iboald  lisej 
Tin  the  first  beam  tinge  the  skies; 
Sflk-firinged  eyelids  still  should  dose^ 
TiH  the  sun  has  kiss'd  the  rose ; 
Kaiden's  fbot  we  should  not  view, 
MsrVd  wllh  tiny  print  on  dew, 
im  the  opening  flowerets  spread 
Carpet  meet  for  beaut/a  tresd-^ 

9Uij$  what  comes  next  ?-^t  me  see."' 

When  the  spirit  of  recitation  sdsed  on  Claud 
Balcroi  he  fbrgot  time  and  place,  and  nught  have 
kept  his  companion  in  the  cold  air  for  half  an 
hoilr^  giving  poetical  reasons  why  she  ought  to 
hUTO  been  in  bed.  But  she  mterrupted  him  by 
the  qussUon^  earnestly  pronounced^  yet  in  a  voice 
which  was  scarcely  articulate^  hoUhng  Halcr(N  at 
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the  same  time  with  a  trembling  and  codtuUvb 
grasp,  as  if  tosupportherself  fromfalling,— ^^  Sa.^ 
you  no  one  in  the  boat  which  put  to  sea  but  now  ,S 

<^  Nonsense,^  replied  Halcro;  <<  how  could 
see  any  one,  when  light  and  distance  only  enaUeM 
me  to  know  that  it  was  a  boat,  and  not  a  grans- 
pus?'' 

**  But  there  must  have  been  some  one  in  tbe 
boat  F"  repeated  Minna,  scarce  conscious  of  what 
she  said. 

"  Certainly,''  answered  the  poet ;  '*  boats  seU 
dom  work  to  windward  of  their  own  accord.  But 
come,  this  is  all  foUy ;  and  so,  as  the  Queen  says^ 
in  an  old  play,  which  was  revived  for  the  stage 
by  rare  Will  D'Avenant,  *  To  bed — to  bed— to 
bed;" 

They  separated,  and  Minna's  limbs  convqfed 
her  with  difficulty,  through  several  devious  pa8> 
sages,  to  her  own  chamber,  where  she  streldied 
herself  cautiously  beside  her  still  sleeping  sister, 
with  a  mind  harassed  with  the  most  agonizing 
apprehensions.  That  she  had  heard  Cleveland, 
she  was  positive— the  tenor  of  the  songs  left  her 
no  doubt  on  that  subject.  If  not  equally  certain 
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^Qat  Bhe  had  beard  young  Mertoun'^s  voice  in 
^ot  quarrel  with  her  lover,  the  impresnon  to  that 
^fieet  was  strong  on  her  mind.  The  groan,  with 
Which  the  struggle  seemed  to  terminate— the 
&nf ul  indication  from  which  it  seemed  that  the 
Conqueror  had  borne  off  the  lifeless  body  of  his 
Wctim— all  tended  to  prove  that  some  fatal 
evKit  had  concluded  the  contest  And  which  of 
the  unhiqppy  men  had  fallen  ?— which  had  met  a 
Uoody  death  ?— which  had  achieved  a  fatal  and 
a  bloody  victory  ?— These  were  questions  *  to 
which  the  small  still  voice  of  \nterior  conviction 
answered,  that  her  lover  Cleveland,  from  charac- 
ter, temper,  and  habit,  was  most  likely  to  have 
been  the  survivor  of  the  fray.  She  received  from 
the  reflection  an  involuntary  consolation,  which 
she  almost  detested  herself  for  admitting,  when 
afae  reocdlected  that  it  was  at  once  darkened  with 
her  lover^s  guilt,  and  embittered  with  the  de- 
struction of  Brenda'*s  happiness  for  ever. 

'^  Innocent,  unhappy  sister  r  such  were  her 
reflections;  **  thou  that  art  ten  times  better  than 
me,  because  so  unpretending— so  unassuming  in 
thine  excellence.  How  is  it  possible  that  I  should 
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eeaM  to  fwl  a  ptng^  which  is  only  transfened 
from  my  hotom  to  thine  ?^ 

4.S  these  eniel  tboiights  crosaed  h«r  mindyihe 
oould  not  refrain  from  ttndiiing  her  ntttt  id 
dose  to  her  boBom>  that^  after  a  heavy  fl{^ 
Brenda  awoke. 

««  Sister,''  she  mad^  <<  is  it  yoo?-^I  draraed 
I  lay  on  ona  of  thoK  monuments  wUA  Chad 
Haloro  deacrifaed  to  us^  where  the  eflSgy  of  tie 
inhabitatit  beneath  lies  carred  in  stone  npott  the 
aepulchrOi  I  dreamed  such  a  marble  form  lay  fagr 
my  side,  and  that  it  suddenly  acquired  enough  of 
life  and  animation  to  fold  me  to  its  cold,  ttoilt 
bosom— *and  it  is  your's,  Minna,  that  is  indeed  so 
chiUy.«-^You  are  ill,  my  dearest  Minna  t  Ibr 
God^^s  sake,  let  me  rise  and  call  Euphane  Fea^— 
What  ails  you  ?  has  Noma  been  here  again  F* 

<<  Call  no  one  hither,''  said  Minna,  detrnmng 
her ;  ^<  nothing  ails  me  for  which  any  oQe  has  a 
remedy-^nothing  but  apprehensions  of  evil  worse 
than  even  Noma  could  prophesy.  But  Ck>d  is 
above  all,  my  dear  Brenda;  and  let  us  pray  to 
him  to  turn,  as  he  only  can,  our  evil  into  good.** 
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They  did  jointly  repeat  their  usual  prayer  for 
strength  and  protection  from  on  high,  and  again 
ooaqiond  tfaemadves  to  sleeps  tuffisring  no  woid 
live  ^  God  Uefli  yo^r  ^  pA»  betwixt  them, 
when  thdr  derotions  were  finished ;  thus  adrupu^ 
loody  dedicadng  to  Heaven  their  last  waking 
words,  if  hmnan  frailty  prevented  them  from 
commanding  their  last  waking  thoughts.  Brenda 
slept  firsts  and  Minna,  strongly  resisting  the 
dark  and  evil  presentiments  which  again  began 
to  crowd  themselves  upon  her  imagination,  was 
at  kst  wo  fortubate  as  to  slumber  also. 

The  storm  which  Hakro  had  expected  began 
aboot  day-break,«— a  squall,  heavy  with  wind  and 
mil,  such  as  are  often  felt,  even  during  the  finest 
part  of  the  season,  in  these  latitudes.  At  the 
whistle  of  the  wind,  and  the  clatter  of  the  rain 
on  the  shingle^oofing  of  the  fisher-huts,  many  a 
poor  woman  was  awakened,  and  called  on  her 
children  to  hold  up  their  little  hands  and  join  in 
prayer  for  the  safety  of  the  dear  husband  and 
father,  who  was  even  then  at  the  mercy  of  the 
disturbed  elements.  Around  the  bouse  of  Burgh- 
Westra,  chimneys  howled,  and  windows  dashed. 
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The  props  and  raften  of  tbe  U^^ier  parts  of  the 
building,  most  of  them  formed  out  of  wreck- 
wood,  groaned  and  qniyered,  as  if  they  Ceaied  to 
be  again  dispersed  by  the  tempesL  But  the 
daughters  of  Magnus  Trail  oontinaed  to  deep 
as  softly  and  as  sweetly  as  if  the  hand  of  Chandry 
had  formed  them  out  of  statuary-marble.  The 
squall  had  passed  away,  and  the  sun-beams,  dis* 
per^ng  the  clouds  whidi  drifted  to  leeward, 
shone  full  through  the  lattice^  when  Minna  first 
started  from  the  profound  sleep  into  which  6^ 
tigue  and  mental  exhaustion  had  lulled  ber,  and 
nusing  herself  on  her  arm,  began  to  recal  e^eaU 
which,  after  this  interval  of  profound  repose,- 
seemed  almost  to  resemble  the  baseless  visions  of 
the  night.  She  almost  doubted  if  what  she  re- 
called of  horror,  previous  to  her  starting  fran 
her  bed,  was  not,  indeed,  the  fiction  of  a  dream, 
suggested,  perhaps,  by  some  external  sounds. 

<<  I  will  see  Claud  Halcro  instantly,^  she  said  ; 
^*  he  may  know  something  of  these  strange  ndses, 
as  he  was  stirring  at  the  time.^ 

With  that  she  sprung  from  bed,  but  hard- 
ly stood  upright  on  the  floor,   ere  her  sister 
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exclaimed,  '^  Gracioud  Heaven !  Minna,  what 
ails  jour  foot— your  ancle  ?^ 

She  looked  down,  and  saw  with  surprise,  which 
amounted  to  agony,  that  both  her  feet,  but  par- 
ticularly one  of  them,  was  stoned  with  dark 
crimson,  resembling  the  colour  of  dried  blood. 

Without  attempting  to  answer  Brenda,  she 
rushed  to  the  window,  and  cast  a  desperate  look 
on  the  grass  beneath,'  for  there  she  knew  she 
must  have  contracted  the  fatal  stain.  But  the 
nun,  which  had  fallen  there  in  treble  quantity, 
as  well  from  the  heavens  as  from  the  eaves  of 
the  house,  had  washed  away  that  guilty  witness, 
if  indeed  such  had  ever  existed  there.  All  was 
firesh  and  fair,  and  the  blades  of  grass,  over- 
charged  and  bent  with  rain-drops,  glittered  like 
diamonds  in  the  bright  morning  sun. 

While  Minna  stared  upon  the  spangled  ver- 
dure, with  her  full  dark  eyes  fixed  and  enlarged 
to  circles  by  the  intensity  of  her  terror,  Brenda 
was  hanging  about  her,  and,  with  many  an  eager 
inquiry,  pressed  to  know  whether  or  how  she 
had  hurt  herself  ? 
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*^  A  piece  of  giast  cut  through  my  ahoei^  Mid 
Minna,  bethinking  har«df  thiit  Bome  muxmt  im 
necessary  to  her  sister;  ^  I  soande  tAl  it  at  the 
time.*' 

^<  And  yet  aee  how  it  has  bled,^  and  her  tts* 
ttf .  ^  Sweet  Mittna,**  she  idded,  appiuaeMBg 
her  with  a  wetted  towel,  '^  let  ne  wipe  the  blood 
off-^he  hurt  may  be  worse  than  you  dihik  ot* 

But  as  she  approadied,  Minna,  whp  saw  la 
other  way  of  preventing  discovery  that  the  Uaod 
with  which  she  was  stttned  had  never  flowed  in 
her  own  veins,  harshly  and  hastily  repelled  the 
(^offered  kindness.  Poor  Brenda,  uncoosdoos 
of  any  offence  which  she  had  given  to  her  si 
drew  back  two  or  three  paces  on  finding  her 
vice  thus  harshly  refused,  and  stood  gaiing  ^ 
Minna  with  looks  in  which  there  was  more  of  so^ 
prise  and  mortified  affection  Uian  of  resentment, 
but  which  had  yet  something  ako  of  natural  £s* 
pleasure. 

<'  Sister,^  said  she,  *^  I  thought  we  had  i^;reed 
but  last  night  that,  happen  to  us  what  might,  we 
would  at  least  love  each  other.*** 
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**  Much  may  ha[^n  betwixt  night  and  morn- 
mgy^  answered  Minna,  in  words  rather  wrench- 
ed froin  faer  by  her  ntuation,  than  flowing  forth 
the  voluntary  interpreters  of  her  thoughts. 

**  Mudi  may  indeed  have  happened  in  a  night 
■9  stormy y^  answered  Brenda ;  *'  for  see  where 
(be  very  wall  around  Euphane'^s  plant-a-cniire 
1ms  been  blown  down ;  but  neither  wind  nor  rain, 
nor  aogfat  else,  can  cool  our  affection,  Minna.^ 

**  But  that  may  chance,^  replied  Minna,  ^*  which 
mmj  convert  it  into        ^ 

The  rest  of  the  sentence  she  muttered  in  a  tone 
so  indistinct,  that  it  could  not  be  apprehended ; 
wfaile,at  the  same  time,  she  washed  the  blood-stains 
her  feet  and  left  ancle.  Brenda,  who  still  re- 
looking  on  at  some  distance,  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  assume  some  tone  which  might  re-esta- 
blish kindness  and  confidence  betwixt  them. 

**  You  were  right,"  she  said, "  Minna,  to  suffer 
no  one  to  help  you  to  dress  so  simple  a  scratch—* 
stancfing  where  I  do  it  is  scarce  visible.'" 

**  The  most  cruel  wounds,^^  replied  Minna, 
^  arc  those  which  make  no  outward  show — Are 
yoa  sure  you  see  it  at  all  ?" 

VOL.  II.  R 


S58  THE   PIEATS. 

<^  O,  yes  r  repHed  Brenda,  framing  her  answer 
as  she  thought  would  best  please  her  sister ;  ^^  I 
see  a  very  siUght  scratch ;  nay,  now  you  draw 
on  the  stocking,  I  can  see  nothing.^ 

*^  You  do  indeed  see  nothing,^  answered  Ifia- 
na,  somewhat  linldly ;  ^'  but  the  time  will  soon 
come  that  all*-ay,  all^^will  be  seen  and  known.^ 

So  saying,  she  haistily  completed  her  dress,  and 
led  the  way  to  the  breakfast,  where  she  assumed 
her  place  amongst  the  guests ;  but  with  a  coun- 
tenance so  pale  and  hagard,  and  manners  and 
speech  so  altered,  and  so  bewildered,  that  it  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  the  whole  company,  and 
the  utmost  anxiety  on  the  part  of  her  fathtf 
Magnus  Troil.  Many  and  various  were  the  con- 
jectures of  the  guests,  concenung  a  distanpenk 
ture  which  seemed  rather  mental  than  corporeal 
Some  hinted  the  maiden  had  been  struck  withaa 
evil  eye,  and  something  they  muttered  about  Noma 
of  the  Fitful-head ;  some  talked  of  the  departure: 
of  Captain  Cleveland,  and  murmured  ^'  it  was  a 
shame  for  a  young  lady  to  take  on  so  after  a 
land-louper,  of  whom  no  one  knew  any  thing  ;** 
and  this  contemptuous  epithet  was  in  particular 
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bestowed  on  the  Captain  by  Mistress  Baby  YeU 

lowlej,  while  she  was  in  the  act  of  wrapping 

round  her  old  skinny  neck  the  very  handsome 

owerlay  (as  she  called  it,)  wherewith  the  said 

Captain  had  presented  her.     The  old  Lady 

Glowrowrum  had  a  system  of  her  own,  which 

she  hinted  to  Mistress  Yellowley,  after  thanking 

God  that  her  own  connection  with  the  Burgh- 

Westra  family  was  by  the  lasses  mother,  who 

was  a  canny  Scotswoman,  like  herself. 

**  For,  as  to  these  Troils,  you  see.  Dame  Yel- 
lowley,  for  as  high  as  they  hold  their  heads,  they 
say  that  ken,  (winking  sagaciously,)  that  there  is 
a  bee  in  their  bonnet ; — ^that  Noma,  as  they  call 
ber,  for  its  no  her  right  name  neither,  is  at  whiles 
br  beside  her  right  mind, — and  they  that  ken 
the  cause,  say  the  Fowde  was  some  gate  or  other 
linked  in  with  it,  for  he  will  never  hear  an  ill 
word  of  her.  But  I  was  in  Scotland  then,  or  I 
might  have  kend  the  real  cause,  as  well  as  other 
folk.  At  ony  rate  there  is  a  kind  of  wildness  in 
the  blood.  Ye  ken  very  weel  daft  folk  dinna 
Inde  to  be  contradicted ;  and  1^11  say  that  for  the 
Fowde— he  likes  to  be  contradicted  as  ill  as  ony 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


But  this  sad  evil  which  doth  her  infest^ 
Doth  ooune  of  natural  cause  far  exceed. 
And  boused  is  within  her  hollow  hrest. 
That  either  seems  some  cursed  witch's  deed. 
Or  erill  sprigfat  that  in  her  doth  such  torment  breed. 

Fairy  Queeny  Book  IIL  Canto  III. 


The  term  had  now  elapsed,  by  several  days, 
when  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  as  he  had  promised 
at  his  departure,  should  have  returned  to  his 
ikther^s  abode  at  Jarlshoff,  but  there  were  no 
tidings  of  his  return.    Such  delay  might,  at  an- 
other time,  have  excited  little  curiosity  and  no 
ttudety ;  for  old  Swertha,  who  took  upon  her  the 
oflBce  of  thinking  and  conjecturing  for  the  little 
liousehold,  would  have  concluded  that  he  had 
Msiained  behind  the  other  guests  upon  some 
party  of  sport  or  pleasure.     But  she  knew  that 
Mordavmt  had  not  been  lately  in  favour  with 
Magnus  Troil ;  she  knew  that  he  proposed  his 
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Qoune  80  despen^,  and  from  which  her  fiiend 
the  Ranzelman  endeavoured  in  vain  to  deter  her* 
Still,  however,  conscious  that  a  miscarriage  in 
the  matter  would,  like  the  loss  of  Trinculo^s 
boltle  in  the  horse-pooU  be  attended  not  only 
vith  dishonour,  but  with  infinite  loss,  she  deter, 
mined  to  proceed  on  her  hi^  emprize  with  as 
imich  caution  as  was  con^tent  with  the  attempt. 

We  have  already  mentioned,  that  it  seemed  a 
part  of  the  very  nature  of  this  reserved  and  un« 
ncial  heing,  at  least  since  his  retreat  into  the 
otter  sohtude  of  Jarlshoff,  to  endure  no  one  to 
stait  a  subject  of  conversation,  or  to  put  any 
question  to  him,  that  did  not  arise  out  of  urgent 
and  presong  emergency.  Swertha  was  sensible, 
therefore,  that,  m  order  favourably  to  open  the 
Asoourse  which  she  proposed  to  hold  with  her 
master,  she  must  contrive  that  it  should  originate 
with  himself. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  while  busied  in 
preparing  the  table  for  Mr  Mertoun^s  ^ple  and 
solitary  dinner-meal,  she  formally  adorned  the 
table  with  two  covers  instead  of  one,  and  made 
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all  her  other  little  preparationt  as  if  he  was  to 
have  a  guest  at  companicm  at  dinner. 

The  stratagem  succeeded;  for  Meitoun,  on 
coming  from  his  study,  no  sooner  saw  the  tahk 
thus  arranged,  than  he  asked  S wertha,  who,  wait- 
ing the  effect  of  her  stratagem  as  a  fisher  watchei 
his  ground-buts,  was  fiddling  up  and  down  the 
room,  *^  Whether  Mordaunt  was  not  returned 
finom  Burgh-Westra  ?"" 

This  question  was  the  cue  for  Swertha,  and 
she  answered,  in  a  vcnce  of  sorrowful  anxiety, 
half-real  half-affected,  *^  Na,  na  !— -nae  sic  divot 
had  dunted  at  thm  dooar.  It  wad  be  blithe  newti 
indeed,  to  ken  that  young  Master  Mordaunt, 
poor  dear  bum,  were  safe  at  hame.^ 

*^  And,  if  he  be  not  at  home,  why  should  you 
lay  a  cover  for  him,  you  doting  fool  ?^  replied 
Mertouu,  in  a  tone  well  calculated  to  stop  tfat 
old  woman^s  proceedings.  But  she  replied,  baUU 
ly,  ^^  that,  indeed,  somebody  should  take  thought 
about  Master  Mertoun ;  a**  that  she  could  do  was  to 
have  seat  and  plate  ready  for  him  when  he  camft 
But  she  thought  the  dear  bairn  had  hem  owtr 
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kng  awa* ;  and,  if  she  maun  speak  out,  the  had 
her  ain  fean  when  and  whether  he  might  ever 
cone  hame* 

^  Your  fears  r  aud  Mertoun,  his  eyes  flash- 
ing as  they  usually  did  when  his  hour  of  ungo- 
vernable passion  approached ;  ^*  do  you  speak  of 
yoiHr  idle  fears  to  me,  who  know  that  all  of  your 
moiy  that  is  not  fickleness,  and  folly,  and  self. 
conceit,  and  self-will,  is  a  bundle  of  ideotical 
fears,  vapours,  and  tremors?  What  are  your 
fears  to  me,  you  fodiish  old  hag  ?^ 

It  is  an  admirable  quali^  in  womankind,  that 
when  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  natural  affection 
eomea  under  their  observation,  the  whole  sex  is 
in  arms.  Let  a  rumour  arise  in  ^e  street  of  a 
parent  that  has  misused  a  child,  or  a  child  that 
has  insulted  a  parent,— -I  say  nothing  of  the  case 
af  husband  and  wife,  where  the  interest  may  be 
aoeounted  for  in  sympathy, — and  all  the  women 
whlun  hearing  will  take  animated  and  decided 
part  with  the  sufferer.  Swertha,  notwithstanding 
her  greed  and  avarice,  had  her  share  of  the  gene- 
nms  feeling,  which  does  so  much  honour  to  her 
•ex,  and  was,  on  this  occasixm,  so  much  carried 
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guaioted  the  Ranzelman,  was  wonderfully  sup- 
ported during  the  whole  scene,  would  not  be  con- 
trouled  by  the  loud  vcHce  and  ferocious  look  of  her 
mtster,  but  proceeded  in  the  same  tone  as  before. 
^^  His  honour,^  she  said,  ^^  had  made  an  unco 
wark  because  a  wheen  bits  of  kists  and  duds^ 
that  naebody  had  use  for,  had  been  gathered  on 
the  beach  by  the  poor  bodies  of  the  township; 
and  here  was  the  bravest  lad  in  the  country  lost, 
and  cast  away,  as  it  were*  before  his  een,  and 
nae  ane  asking  what  was  come  o^  him.^ 

'<  What  should  come  of  him  but  good,  you 
old  fool,^  answered  Mr  Mertoun,  *^  as  far,  at 
least,  as  there  can  be  good  in  any  of  the  follies 
he  spends  his  time  in  ?^ 

This  was  spoken  rather  in  a  scornful  tb^  an 
angry  tone,  and  Swertha,  who  had  got  into  the 
spirit  of  the  dialogue,  was  resolved  not  to  let  it 
drop,  now  that  the  fire  of  her  opponent  seemed 
to  slacken. 

^*  O  ay,  to  be  sure  I  am  an  auld  fool,— but 
if  Master  Mordaunt  should  have  settled  down  in 
the  Boost,  as  mair  than  ae  boat  had  been  lost  in 
that  wcaryfu"*  squall  the  other  mornings—by  good 
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extracted  the  oork  of  one  of  tbem,  by  the  help  of  ft 
fork — ^for  cork-screw  was  there  none  at  Jarlshoff-^ 
sid  having  ascertained  by  smell,  and,  in  case  of 
any  mistake,  by  a  moderate  mouthful,  toat  it 
oontained  wholesome  Barbadoes-waters,  she  ear- 
ned it  into  the  rocnn,  where  her  master  still  con-> 
tinned  to  struggle  with  his  fftintness.  She  then  be- 
gan to  pour  a  small  quantity  into  the  nearest  cup 
that  she  could  find,  wisely  jud^g  that,  upon  a 
pnwm  so  much  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  spiri- 
tnooB  liquors,  a  little  might  produce  a  strong  ef« 
fiact     But  the  patient  signed  to  her  impatiently 
to  ai  the  cup,  which  might  hold  more  than  the 
third  of  an  English  pint  measure,  up  to  the  very 
brim,  and  swallowed  it  down  without  hentation* 
^  Now  the  saunts  above  have  a  care  on  us  !^ 
and  S  wertha ;  *^  he  will  be  drunk  as  weel  as  mad, 
and  wha  is  to  guide  him  then,  I  wonder  P 

But  Mertoun^s  breath  and  colour  returned, 
without  the  slightest  symptom  of  intoxication ; 
oa  the  contrary,  Swertha  afterwards  reported, 
that,  although  she  had  always  a  firm  opinion  in 
frvour  of  a  dram,  yet  she  never  saw  one  work 
sndi  miracles— -he  spoke  mair  like  a  man  of  the 
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middle  world  than  she  had  ever  heard  him  ance 
she  had  entered  his  service. 

<<  Swertha,^  be  said,  *^  you  ore  right  in  this 
matter,  and  I  was  wrong.— Gro  down  to  theBan- 
zelman  directly,  tell  him  to  come  and  speak  with 
me,  ¥dthout  an  instant^s  delay,  and  bring  ne 
special  word  what  boats  and  people  he  can  com- 
mand ;  I  will  employ  them  all  in  the  search,  and 
they  shall  be  plentifully  rewarded.^ 

Stimulated  by  the  spur  which  maketh  the  old 
wdman  proverbially  to  trot,  S  wertha  posted  down 
to  the  hamlet,  with  all  the  speed  of  threescore, 
rejoicing  that  her  sympathetic  feelings  were  like- 
ly to  achieve  their  own  reward,  having  given  rise 
to  a  quest  which  promised  to  be  so  lucrative,  and 
in  the  profits  whereof  she  was  determined  to  have 
her  share,  shouting  out  as  she  went,  and  long 
before  she  got  within  hearing,   the  names  of 
Niel  Ronaldson,  Sweyn  Erickson,  and  the  other 
friends  and  confederates  who  were  interested  in 
her  mission.    To  say  the  truth,  notwithstanding 
that  the  good  dame  really  felt  a  deep  interest  ia 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  was  mentally  troubled 
on  account  of  his  absence,  perhaps  few  things 
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would  have  disappointed  her  more  than  if  he  had 
at  this  moment  started  up  in  her  path  safe  and 
sound,  and  rendered  unnecessary,  by  his  appear- 
ance, the  expence  and  the  bustle  of  searching  af- 
ter him. 

Soon  did  Swertfaa  accomplish  her  business  in 
the  Tillage,  and  adjust  ¥dth  the  senators  of  the 
township  her  own  little  share  of  per  centage  up- 
on the  profits  likely  to  accrue  on  her  mission ; 
and  speedily  did  she  return  to  Jarlshoff,  with 
Niel  Ronaldson  by  her  side,  schooling  him^ 
the  best  of  her  skill  in  all  the  peculiarities  of  her 
master. 

**  Abune  a"*  things,^  she  said,  **  never  make 
him  wait  for  an  answer ;  and  speak  loud  and  dis- 
tinct, as  if  you  were  hailing  aboat, — for  he  douna 
Ude  to  say  the  same  tiling  twice  over ;  and  if  he 
asks  about  distance,  ye  may  make  leagues  for 
miles,  for  he  kens  naething  about  the  face  of  the 
earth  that  he  lives  upon ;  and  if  he  speak  of  sil- 
ler, ye  may  ask  dollars  for  shillings,  for  he  minds 
them  nae  mair  than  sclate-stanes.^ 

Thus  tutored,  Niel  Ronaldson  was  introduced 
into  the  presence  of  Mertoun,  but  was  utterly 
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confouiided  to  find  thmt  he  oould  not  act  upon 
the  system  of  deoeption  which  had  been  pm- 
jected.— When  he  attemptedj  by  aonie  ezagge- 
ratkm  of  distance  and  peril,  to  enhance  the  Un 
of  the  boats  and  of  the  men,  (for  the  search 
was  to  be  by  sea  and  hmd),  he  found  hknsdf  at 
oDoe  cut  short  by  Mertoun,  who  shewed  not  only 
the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ooantiy,  bit 
of  distances,  tides,  cnnents,  and  all  belonging  to 
the  naidgation  of  those  seas,  although  these  wcftf 
tofncs  with  which  he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  be 
totally  unacquainted.  TheRanzelman,  therefoiei 
trembled  when  they  came  to  speak  of  the  vecooi- 
pence  to  be  afforded  far  their  exertions  in  the 
search ;  for  it  was  not  more  imlikdy  that  Mer* 
toun  should  be  as  well  informed  of  what  was  just 
and  proper  upon  this  head  than  upon  others ;  and 
Niel  remembered  the  storm  of  his  fury  whcn^  at 
an  early  period  after  he  had  settled  at  Jarlsbo^ 
he  drove  Swertha  and  Sweyn  Erickson  from  Ul 
presence.     As,  however,  he  stood  hesitating  be- 
twixt the  opposite  fears  of  askmg  too  much  or 
too  little,  Mertoun  stopped  his  mouth,  and  end- 
ed his  hesitation,  by  promising  him  a  recompenos 
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beyond  what  he  dared  have  ventured  to  ask, 
with  an  addiUonal  gratuity,  in  case  they  return- 
ed with  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  his  son  was 


When  thb  great  point  was  settled,  Niel  Bo- 
naldson,  like  a  man  of  conscilsioe,  b^;an  to  con- 
ttder  earnestly  the  various  places  at  which  in- 
quiry should  be  made  after  the  young  man ;  and 
hmnag  undertaken  faithfully  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  prosecute  at  all  the  bouses  of  the  gen- 
tly, both  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  islands,  he 
added,  that,  **  after  all,  if  his  honour  would  not 
be  mgtj^  there  was  ane  not  far  off,  that  if  any 
body  dared  spdr  her  a  question,  and  if  she  liked 
In  anawar  it,  could  tell  more  about  Masta:  Mor- 
daunt  than  any  body  else  could.— Ye  will  ken 
wha  I  mean,  Swertha  ?  Her  that  was  down  at 
the  haven  this  morning.^  Thus  he  concluded, 
addressing  himself  with  a  mysterious  look  to  the 
hobse-keeper,  which  she  answered  with  a  nod 
and  a  wink. 

^'  How  mean  you  P^  said  Mertoun  ;  **  speak 
out,  short  and  open— whom  do  you  speak  of  ?^ 

^  It  la  NcNrna  of  the  Fitful-head,"*  said  Swer- 

VOL.  ir.  s 


Hms,  tke  'Raamtimmk  kdunking  about :  ibr 
goat  vip  to  Sflial  Ringan^t  Kiik  Ab 
OS  iMHiBm  €■  nu  own. 
^  Aod  what  can  this  person  know  of  my  aon?* 
Mcnam :  **  ihe  is,  I  bcfieve,  a  tfandering 


•'  irilwwaBden,**MidSwcrtha,  <«iti8lbrme 
lack  of  meant  at  haae,  and  diat  is  wed  knowfr- 
pIcntTof  a*  thing  kas  die  of  her  wn,  fioriijethit 
the  Fowde  himari  would  let  her  want  naetfaiag  * 

"  But  what  is  that  to  my  son  P*  said  Mertoua, 
impatiently* 

«  I  dinna  ken  she  took  nnoo  pleasure  in 
Master  Hordaunt  from  the  time  she  fint  wtm 
ham,  and  mooy  a  hraw  thing  die  gave  him  at  ae 
time  or  another,  forbye  the  gowd  dmin  thst 
hangs  about  his  bcmny  craigb— felks  say  it  iscf 
fiury  gold— I  ken  na  what  gokl  it  is,  but  Biyoi 
Snaelsfoot  says  that  the  value  will  momt  Id  sb 
hundred  punds  Englidi,  and  that  is  nae  dssf 
nuts.** 

^^  Go,  Bonaldson,**  said  Mertoon,  ^  or  else 
send  some  one,  to  seek  this  woman  out— if  yoo 
tlunk  there  be  a  chance  of  her  knowing  anything 
of  my  son.** 
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*<  She  kens  a*  thing  that  happens  in  thae 
idandf,**  nid  Niel  Bonaldson,  ^  muckle  iooner 
than  other  folk,  and  that  is  Heaven^s  truth.-^ 
But  as  to  going  to  the  kiilc,  or  the  kirk-yard,  to 
ipier  after  her,  there  is  not  a  man  in  Zetland  will 
do  it,  for  meed  or  for  money— -and  thafs  Hea- 
¥en''s  truth  as  wed  as  the  other.* 

**  Cowardly  superstitious  fools  1^  said  Mertoun. 
— ■*  But  gire  me  my  doak,  Swertha.— This  wo- 
man has  been  at  Burgh-Westra— she  is  related 
to  Troil^s  family-— she  may  know  something  of 
Mordaunfs  absence,  and  its  cause-— I  will  seek 
her  myself — She  is  at  the  Cross-kirk,  you  say  ?* 

^  No,  not  at  the  CrosaJcirk,  but  at  the  auld 
Kirk  of  Saint  Ringan*s — ^its  a  dowie  bit,  and  far 
frae  bong  canny;  and  if  your  honour,*  added 
Swertha,  ^^  wad  walk  by  my  rule,  I  wad  wait 
until  she  came  back,  and  no  trouble  her  when 
die  may  be  mair  busied  wi"*  the  dead,  for  ony 
tlung  that  we  ken,  than  she  is  wY  the  living.  The 
like  of  her  carena  to  have  other  folk'*s  een  on  them 
when  they  are,  gude  sain  us !  doing  their  aia  par- 
ticular turns.* 
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Msorua  ssuf  90  assver,  but  throwing  his 
AiiMKiT  jra^2ii  hinu  (for  the  day  was  misty 
W3ct  paosaic  ifiik?«ien^'l  and  leaving  the  ruinoas 
iHoawa  ^"C  J jrikbof  9  he  walked  at  a  pace  mudi 
3ea>r  :3dfi  w»  ikksu  with  him,  taking  the  direc- 
iikra  -jc:3if  riiMtf  church,  whidi  stood,  as  he  wd 
uew,  v'.ilizx  :2nBc  or  fimr  miles  of  his  dwelfiog. 

T^  till  Vin  and  Swertha  stood  gasing 
jcbec  tan  la  S3n»»  until  he  was  fairly  out  of 
eiir-.^K«  wtMB*  icokiv  seriously  on  each  other, 
ami  f^^^'^g  their  sagacious  heads  in  the  ssme 
Iwcir^  ikT^rc^  of  Tihratioo,  they  uttered  their  re- 
marks in  the  same  breath. 

^"^  Fools  are  ave  fleet  and  fain,^  said  Swertha. 
"^  Fev*  folks  run  fast/*  added  the  Ranzelman; 
«^  and  the  thing  that  we  are  bom  to,  we  cannot 
win  bve.-^I  have  known  them  that  tried  to  stop 
folks  that  were  fev.*— You  have  heard  of  Hdea 


*  Fey  is  an  epithet  applied  to  those  who  tuejaied, 
seems  to  be  the  deriTatioii  of  it,  or  predestiDed  to  dettb, 
and  who  are  suppoaed  by  the  Scottish  ccnnmon  people  to 
msh  upon  their  doonij  as  if  esrried  forward  bj  some  in«- 
sistible  impulse. 
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Embenon  of  Canuey,  how  she  stopped  all  the 
boles  and  windows  about  the  house^  that  her 
gnde4nan  might  not  see  day-light,  and  rise  to 
tbe  haaf-fishing,  because  she  feared  foul  wea- 
ther;  and  how  the  boat  he  should  have  suled  in 
vss  lost  in  the  Boost ;  and  how  she  came  back, 
igoicing  in  her  good-man^s  safety — ^but  ne^er 
may  care,  for  there  she  found  him  drowned  in 
the  maskinir-fat,  within  the  wa^s  of  his  ain  biinrin ; 
and  moroovcT-— ** 

But  here  Swertha  reminded  the  Ranzelman 
that  he  must  go  down  to  the  haven  to  get  off  the 
fishing-boats ;  ^  for  both  that  my  heart  is  sair 
for  the  bonny  lad,  and  that  I  am  fearM  he  cast 
up  of  his  ain  accord  before  you  are  at  sea ;  and, 
as  I  have  often  told  ye,  my  master  may  lead,  but 
he  winna  drive ;  and  if  ye  do  not  his  bidding, 
and  get  out  to  sea,  the  never  a  bodle  of  boat-hire 
will  ye  see.*" 

**  Wed,  weel,  good  dame,^  said  the  Banzel- 
man,  *^  we  will  launch  as  fast  as  we  can ;  and  by 

0 

good  luck,  neither  Clawson^s  boat,  nor  Peter 
Grof  s,  are  out  to  the  haaf  this  morning,  for  a 
rabbit  ran  across  them  as  they  were  going  on 
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board,  and  they  came  back  like  ifiae  meDi  kok- 
iiing  they  wad  be  called  to  other  wark  this  dij. 
And  a  marvel  it  is  to  thinks  Swertha,  how  few 
real  judieiouft  men  are  left  in  this  UauL— Hiere 
IB  our  great  Udaller  is  wed  enengh  when  he  is 
fresh,  but  he  makes  ower  mony  royages  in  Ui 
ship  and  his  yawl  to  be  lang  sae^  and  now  tfacj 
say  his  daughter.  Mistress  IMinna,  is  sair  out  of 
sorts-f— Then  there  is  Noma  kens  mudde  mur 
than  other  folks,  but  wise  woman  ye  cannot  csU 
her.-— Our  tacksman  here^  Mastar  Mertoun,  bis 
wit  is  sprung  in  the  bowsprit  I  doubt— his  son  is 
adaft  gowk ;  and  I  kmi  few  of  consequence  hcie- 
about&— -excepting  always  myself,  and  may  be 
you,  Swertha— but  what  may,  in  some  sense  or 
other,  be  called  a  fule.^ 

*^  That  may  be,  Niel  Ronaldson,^  sakl  die 
dame ;  ^^  but  if  you  do  not  hasten  the  faster  to 
the  shore,  you  will  lose  tide ;  and,  as  I  said  to  ssy 
master  some  short  time  syne,  wha  will  be  the 
fulethen?'' 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


I  do  lov*  ttMM  aackak 
We  Dsrer  tread  vpoa  them  bat  we  let 
Our  fiMit  upcm  fome  rcretend  hiftorjt 
And  qniHinnlwii  bat,  ia  thii  opcD  eowt» 
(Which  DOW  liei  naked  to  the  injuries 
Of  itoimj  weather)  some  men  lie  hiteiT*dy 
Lofcd  tbs  Chmch  lo  well,  and  gave  to  hxgdy  to  it. 
They  thought  it  thould  have  canopied  their  bones 
Tm  dooma-dajr  ^-4mt  all  thhiga  have  their  end 
Churchea  and  cities,  which  have  diseases  like  to  men. 
Must  have  like  death  which  we  have. 


Ths  miaous  diurch  of  Saint  Ninian^s  had»  in 
its  time,  enjoyed  great  celdirity ;  for  that  mighty 
system  of  superstition,  which  spread  its  roots  oyer 
all  Europe,  had  not  failed  to  extend  them  even 
to  this  remote  archipelago,  and  Zetland  had,  in 
the  Catholic  times,  her  saints,  her  shrines,  and 
her  reliques,  which,  though  little  known  eU»- 
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where,  attracted  the  homage  and  commaiided  the 
observance  of  the  umple  inhabitants  of  Thule. 
Their  devotion  to  this  church  of  Saint  Niman, 
or,  as  he  was  provincially  termed.  Saint  Ringan, 
situated,  as  the  edifice  was,  close  to  the  sea- 
beach,  and  serving,  in  many  points,  as  a  land- 
mark to  their  boats,  was  particularly  obstinate^ 
and  was  connected  with  so  much  superstitious  ce- 
remonial and  credulity,  that  the  reformed  deigy 
thought  it  best,  by  an  order  of  the  Chuidi 
Courts,  to  prohibit  all  spiritual  service  irithin 
its  walls,  as  tending  to  foster  the  rooted  ftdth  of 
the  simple  and  rude  people  around  in  saint-wor- 
ship,  and  other  erroneous  doctrines  of  the  Romish 
Church. 

After  the  church  of  Saint  Ninian'^s  had  been 
thus  denounced  as  a  seat  of  idolatry,  and  dese- 
crated of  course,  the  public  wordiip  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  church ;  and  the  roof,  with  its 
lead  and  its  rafters,  having  been  stripped  from 
the  little  rude  old  Gothic  building,  it  was  left  in 
the  wilderness  to  the  mercy  of  the  elements.  The 
fury  of  the  uncontrouled  winds,  which  howled 
along  an  exposed  space  of  shifting  sands,  (for  the 
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nUed  that  which  we  have  described  at 
r,)Tei7Soon  choked  up  nave  and  aiale;  and 
ortb-wett  side,  which  was  chiefly  exposed 
indy  hid  the  outside  walls  more  than  half 
fards  with  mounds  of  drifted  sand,  over 
lie  gable-ends  of  the  bmlding,  with  the 
Ibejf  which  was  built  above  its  nave, 
ragged  and  shattered  nakedness  of  ruin. 
deserted  as  it  was,  the  Kirk  of  Saint 
I  ftill  retained  some  semblance  of  the  an* 
oaageformerly  rendered  there.  The  rude 
mnt  fishermen  of  Dunrossness  observed 
ee^  of  which  they  themselves  had  well 
got  the  origin,  and  from  which  the  Pro- 
Cleigy  in  vain  endeavoured  to  deter 
•When  their  boats  were  in  extreme  peril, 
Mmnon  amongst  them  to  propose  to  vow 
imf  9s  they  termed  it,  that  is,  an  alms,  to 
jDgan ;  and  when  the  danger  was  over, 
rer  fiuled  to  absolve  themselves  of  their 
r  ooming  nngly  and  secretly  to  the  old 
end  putting  off  thdr  shoes  and  stockings 
itranoeof  the  church-yard,  walking  thrice 
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jiccond  the  ruioB^  ohserrii^  that  Atj  didioii 
the  cocme  of  the  mi.    When  the  dreuit  vis  «- 
cooqushcd  ibr  the  tfaiid  tune,  die  ^«iC«Ej  dropped 
htt  QtSenn^^  oBueliT  a  wmail  aher  ooin^  thmq^ 
the  muiiitfxis  of  m  lenrwJifpd  windoiry  vfaich 
opeoed  knco  m  ade  aiaie,  and  then  retired,  atoid- 
inf  careJuiiT  to  look  bdund  hfan  till  he  wai  be- 
Tond  the  precincts  vhich  had  onoe  been  halloaed 
pound :  tar  it  was  beheied  thai  the  ekeletoa  of 
the  saint  reoeired  the  offering  in  his  boo j  hand, 
and  sheved  his  gfaastlj  deathVhead  at  the  ni- 
dov  into  vhich  it  vas  thrown. 

Indeed,  the  scene  was  rendered  more  •pf^i^g 
to  weak  and  ignorant  minds,  because  the  sme 
stormy  and  eddjii^  winds  wfaidi,  on  the  oneadt 
of  the  church,  threatened  to  burv  the  mine  widi 
sand,  and  had,  in  fact,  heaped  it  up  in  hoge 
quantities,  so  as  almost  to  hide  the  side-wall  with 
its  buttresses,  seemed  bent  on  uncovering  the 
graves  of  those  who  had  been  laid  to  their  long 
rest  on  the  south-eastern  quarter ;  and,  after  aa 
unusually  hard  gale,  the  coffins,  and  somedoKS 
the  very  corpses,  of  those  who  had  been  interred 
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Without  the  usual  oearmentSy  were  disoovered^  in 
a  gfaasdj  manner,  to  the  eyes  of  the  living. 

It  was  to  this  desolated  place  of  worship  that 
Ae  dder  Mertoun  now  proceeded,  though  with- 
out  any  of  those  religious  or  superstitious  pur- 
wilh  which  the  church  of  Saint  Ringan^s 
usually  approached.  He  was  totally  without 
Ae  superstitious  fears  of  the  country, — ^nay,  from 
the  sequestered  and  sullen  manner  in  which  he 
Kred,  withdrawing  himself  from  human  society 
even  when  assembled  for  worship,  it  was  currently 
fadieved  that  he  erred  on  the  more  fatal  nde,  and 
bdieved  rather  too  little  than  too  much  of  that 
whidi  the  Church  rec^ves. 

As  he  entered  the  little  bay,  on  the  shore,  and 
almost  on  the  beach  of  which  the  riuns  are  si- 
tuated, be  could  not  help  pausing  for  an  instant, 
add  becoming  sensible  that  the  scene,  as  calcu- 
tiled  to  operate  on  human  feelings,  had  been  se- 
lected with  much  judgment  as  the  scite  of  a  reli- 
gious  house.— In  front  lay  the  sea,  into  which 
two  heacUlands^  which  formed  the  extremities  of 
the  bay,  projected  their  ^gantic  causeways  of 
dark  and  sable  rocks,  on  the  ledges  of  which  the 
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guUsy  acouries,  and  other  sem-fowl,  appeared  fike 
flakes  of  snow ;  while,  upon  the  lower  ruges  of 
tlie  cliff,  stood  whole  lines  of  cormorants,  drawn 
up  alongside  of  each  other,  like  soldiers  in  thor 
battle  array,  and  other  Uving  thing  was  there 
none  to  see.    The  sea,  although  not  in  a  tem- 
pestuous state,  was  disturbed  enou^  to  rush  oa 
these  capes  with  a  sound  like  distant  thunder,  and 
the  billows,  which  rose  in  sheets  of  foam  half 
way  up  these  saUe  rocks,  formed  a  contrast  of 
colouring  equally  striking  and  awfuL 

Betwixt  the  extremiUes,  or  capes,  of  these  pio- 
jectiiig  head-lands,  there  rolled,  on  the  day  when 
Mertoun  visited  the  scene,  a  deep  and  dense  ag- 
gregation of  clouds,  through  which  no  human 
eye  could  penetrate,  and  which,  bounding  the  vi- 
sion, and  excluding  all  view  of  the  distant  ocean, 
rendered  it  no  unapt  representation  of  the  sea  in 
the  Vision  of  Mirza,  whose  extent  was  conoealed 
by  vapours  and  clouds  and  storms.  The  ground 
rising  steeply  from  the  sea-beach,  permitted  no 
view  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  seemed 
a  scene  of  irretrievable  barrenness,  where  scrubby 
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ind  fttunted  heath,  intennixed  with  the  long  bent, 
cr  ooane  gnus,  which  first  covers  sandy  soils, 
were  the  only  vegetables  that  could  be  seen. 
Upon  a  natural  elevation,  which  rose  above  the 
beach  in  the  veiy  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  receded 
a  little  from  the  sea,  so  as  to  be  without  reach  of 
the  waves,  arose  the  half-buried  ruin  which  we 
have  already  described,  surrounded  by  a  wasted, 
half-ruinous,  and  mouldering  wall,  which,  breadi- 
ed  in  several  places,  served  still  to  divide  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  cemetery.  The  mariners  who  were 
driven  by  accident  into  this  solitary  bay,  pre- 
tended that  the  church  was  occasionally  observed 
to  be  fiill  of  lights,  and,  from  that  circumstance, 
were  used  to  prophecy  shipwrecks  and  deaths  by 


As  Mertoun  approached  near  to  the  chapel,  be 
adopted,  insenribly,  and  perhaps  without  much 
tion,  measures  to  avoid  being  himself 
i,  until  he  came  close  under  the  walls  of 
the  burial-ground,  which  he  approached,  as  it 
dianced,  on  that  ride  where  the  sand  was  blow-^ 
ing  from  the  graves,  in  the  manner  we  have  de- 
scribed. 


Ekre.  JMtta^  ihrongh  one  of  the  gqitintiK 
vaosi  3Difr  hftd  ■nde,  he  hfhfM  the  penoi 
w^xt  he  msipaL,  uxupied  in  a  mmiicr  vhkk 
aacraai  wwLL  with  the  kiees  pnpubrly  entcrteiped 
oc  oitf  chamcttf  •  bat  vfakh  was  olbennse  ■!&• 


ipHjjted  beside  m  rude  mooumeoft, 
OQ  ooe  jkie  of  which  was  icpRKnted  the  rough 
oucline  oc  a  caTaiier,  or  knight,  on  honebad[, 
while  CQ  the  ocher  appeared  a  shield,  with  the 
anxKYial  bearings  so  defaced  as  not  to  be  intd- 
iigtbie ;  wtucfa  scutcheon  was  suqiended  by  ooe 
angle,  contrary  to  the  modem  custom,  whidi 
usuaily  piaos  them  straight  and  upright.  At 
the  toot  of  this  pillar  was  behered  to  repose,  ai 
Mertoun  had  formerly  heard,  the  bon^of  Ribolt 
Trail,  one  of  the  remote  ancestors  of  Magnus, 
and  a  man  renowned  for  deeds  of  valorous  em- 
prize  in  the  fifteenth  century.  From  the  grsTe 
of  this  warrior  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head  seemed 
busied  in  sbov^ing  the  sand,  an  easy  task  where 
it  was  so  light  and  loose ;  so  that  it  seemed  plain 
that  she  would  shortly  complete  what  the  mde 
winds  had  b^un,  and  make  bare  the  bones  whidi 
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ij  there  interred.  As  she  laboured  she  mutter- 
Iber  magic  song ;  for  without  the  Runic  rhyme 
>  form  of  northern  superstition  was  ever  per- 
imed.  We  have  perhaps  preserved  too  many 
amples  of  these  incantations ;  but  we  cannot 
Ip  attempting  to  translate  that  which  follows : — 

*'  Champion,  fiuned  for  warlike  toil, 
Alt  dum  sflent,  Bibolt  Trail  ? 
Sand,  and  dust,  and  pebbly  itones. 
Are  leaving  boe  tby  gimt  bones. 
Who  dared  toucfa  the  wild  bear's  skin 
Te  dmnber'd  on,  wbfle  life  was  in  ? — 
A  womaa  now,  or  babe,  may  oome 
And  cast  the  oofering  fnm  thy  tomb. 

"  Yet  be  not  wrathful.  Chief,  nor  blight 

Mine  eyes  or  ears  inth  sonnd  or  sight ! 

I  oome  not,  with  nnhallowM  tread, 

To  wake  the  slumbers  of  the  dead. 

Or  lay  thy  giant  reliqiies  bare ; 

But  what  I  seek  thou  well  can'st  spare. 

Be  it  to  my  hand  allow'd 

To  shear  a  merk's  weight  from  thy  shroud ; 

Yet  leave  ihee  sheeted  lead  enough 

To  shield  thy  bones  from  weather  rough. 

1 
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miife  Nana  duumtad  Uk  firtt  pnrt  of  tkk 
nMy  thrconpkted  tlte  larfc  of  lajring  hte* 
rt  «f  ibft  knifaa  eofia  of  tho  mmetit  warnoi^ 
1  ievtaodl  irwa  k,  witb  much  ouitioii  aad  ap>* 
flve,.  ft  portMHi  of  Ae  meiaL  She  thaik 
itiaiLy  tlurew  back  the  sand  upoa  the  eoffi&i 
i  bj*  the  tine  she  had  fitiirfifirf  hei  aeagy  ao^ 
Be  remaned  thai  the  atcBela  o£  the  safiukhee 
i  lne»  vudatad. 

MaBtmn  tenaned  gazing^  ott  her  fimi  faahind 
V  dina^jmrd  waU  diitnig  the  whale  ooanJaalf^ 
t  fan  aaj  impvfeisioirof  veoBBatiaiK  fcr  bb  oa 
a  enplpymcnl^  hmt  becaaee  he  cattceivcd.thBl 
iaierBopt  a  madwomaa  is  her  aetoC  nmiaem^ 
■  Balthehett  wajtsabtaiiufrtNn-heeeinliifak 
llyngg  aa  die  might  have  to:  impoit.  Monik 
ilk  he  had  &1L  time  to  coondeclKr  fignie,  ad* 
aogkher  face  was  obemrad  by  hei*  diahevdhd 
iay.aiid  hj  the  hood  of  her  diurk  mantle,  which 
amntted  m^-more  to  he  niMble  dian  a  DecndeH 
odd  pralnU|)r  haye  exfaifaitBd.at  the  eddndoa 
Iker  m]Fatical  nteft.  Mertooor  had  often  heaid 
I  Nom&befbie ;:  my,  it  is  most  prabafale-that  ha 
■ght  haire  seen  hes  repeatedly^,  for  Ae  waain 
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the  vidnity  of  JarUioff  more  than  onoe  liiioefais 
residence  there.    But  the  absurd  stories  whidi 
were  in  circulation  respecting  her,  prevented  hb 
paying  any  attention  to  a  person  whom  be  re- 
garded as  either  an  impostor,  or  a  madwomB, 
or  a  compound  of  both.     Yet,  now  that  hb  at- 
tention was,  by  circumstances,  involuntarily  fixed 
upon  her  person  and  depwtment,  he  could  sot 
help  acknowledging  to  himself  that  she  was  Mutt 
a  complete  enthusiast,  or  rehearsed  her  psit  to 
admirably,  that  no  Pythoness  of  ancient  time§ 
could  have  excelled  her.     The  dignity  and  »- 
lemnity  of  her  gestures,— the  soncxous,  yet  im- 
presnve  tone  of  the  voice  with  which  she  obteiU 
ed  the  departed  spirit  whose  mortal  reliques  fkn 
ventured  to  disturb,  were  such  as  failed  not  to 
make  an  impression  upon  him,  careless  and  in* 
different  as  he  generally  appeared  to  all  that  went 
on  around  him.   But  no  sooner  was  her  sii^juhr 
occupation  terminated,  than,  entering  the  chordl- 
yard  iinth  some  difficulty,  by  clambering  over  the 
disjointed  ruins  of  the  wall,  he  made  Noma  aware 
of  his  presence.     Far  fiom  starting,  or  ezpiesi- 
ing  the  least  surprise  at  his  appearance  in  a  plaee 
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aoiitBiy,  the  nid,  in  a  tone  that  aeemed  to  in- 
nate that  he  had  been  expected,  **  So^— you 
iwe  wiight  me  at  hist?^ 
^  And  found  you,^  replied  Mertoun,  judging 

•  would  best  introduce  the  inquiries  he  had  to 
ike^  by  assuming  a  tone  which  corresponded 

her  own. 

^  YesT  she  replied,  <<  found  me^ou  have, 
id  in  the  place  where  all  men  must  meet — amid 
m  tabemades  of  the  dead*^ 
^  Here  we  must,  indeed,  meet  at  last,^  replied 
[tftoun,  glancing  his  eyes  on  the  desolate  scene 
tmnd,  where  head-stones,  half  covered  in  sand, 
id  others,  from  which  the  same  wind  had  strip- 
ed the  soil  on  which  they  rested,  covered  with 
Mcriptions,  and  sculptured  with  the  emblems  of 
mtality,  were  the  most  conspicuous  objects  ;— 
as  in  the  house  of  death,  all  men  must 
at  length  ;  and   happy  those  that  come 
to  the  quiet  haven.^ 
^  He  that  dares  desire  this  haven,^  said  Noma, 

*  must  have  steered  a  steady  course  in  the  voy- 
ge  of  life.     I  dare  not  hope  for  such  quiet  bar- 
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him  in  life^  repair  to  the  approaching  Fair  of  Kirk« 
wall,  in  Orkney.'' 

^  And  wherefore  thither  ?"*  said  Merloun ;  <<  I 
know  bt  had  no  (lurpoee  in  that  direction.^ 

^  We  drive  on  the  itream  of  fate,^  amwered 
Noma,  **  without  oar  or  rudder.  You  had  no 
purtKiae  this  morning  of  viating  the  ]Eirk  of  Smnt 
Biligan,  yet  you  ate  here  ;--^u  had  no  purpose 
but  a  minute  henee  of  being  at  Kirkwall,  and  yet 
you  will  go  thither.^ 

^  Not,  unless  the  cause  is  more  distinctly  ex- 
plained to  me.  I  am  no  beli^rer,  dame,  in  those 
who  assert  your  supomatural  powers.^ 

**  You  shall  beliere  in  them  ere  we  part,^  said 
Noma.  '*  As  yet  you  know  but  little  of  me,  nor 
shall  you  know  more.  But  I  know  enough  of 
yoD,  and  could  conyinee  you  with  one  word  that 
Idoso."* 

^  Conrinoe  me  then,""  said  Mertoun ;  ^*  for 
unlos  I  am  so  oonyinced,  there  is  little  chance  of 
my  following  your  counsel.^ 

"  Mark,  then,"*  said  Noma,  "  what  I  have  to 
aay  on  your  son^s  score,  else  what  I  shall  say  to 
you  on  your  own  will  banish  every  other  thought 
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bi^gan  to  iKoover  hboDUKlf ;  aiul  tunungy  he  left  be^ 
hmd  him  the  deaolate  ruins  with  thdr  oemeteij. 
As  lie  looked  back  firom  the  very  last  point  at 
wUdi  the  diureh  was  visible,  he  saw  the  figure 
of  Noraa^  muffled  in  her  mantle,  standing  on  the 
▼ay  summit  of  the  ruined  tower,  and  stretching 
out  in  the  sea-breeze  something  which  resembled 
a  white  pennon,  or  flag.  A  feeling  of  horror, 
auBilar  to  that  excited  by  her  last  wwds,  again 
thrilled  through  his  bosom,  and  he  hastened  on- 
wards with  unwonted  speed,  until  he  had  left  the 
church  of  Saint  Ninians,  with  its  bay  of  sand, 
fiur  behind  him. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Jarlshofl^,  the  alteration  in 
his  countenance  was  so  great,  that  Swertha  con- 
jectured he  was  about  to  fall  into  one  of  those  fits 
of  deep  melancholy  which  she  termed  his  dark 
hour. 

**  And  what  better  could  be  expected,^  thought 
Swertha,  *^  when  he  must  needs  go  visit  Noma  of 
the  FitfuUhead,  when  she  was  in  the  haunted 
Kirk  of  Saint  Ninian's  P"* 

But  without  testifying  any  other  symptoms  of 
an  alienated  mind,  than  that  of  deep  and  sullen 
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by  ths  dbCercM 
ost  IB  qiMii  of  Ifo* 
Ind,  «l»  ail  of  dMm  relvB- 
The  eqiUDiiiiiitj  widi 
the  icpoit  of  tbeir  hul 
■till  nore  fiimly,  tint 
with  NonM,  that  nne  had  ben 
fcwbcttd  to  him  faj  the  Sjbil  whom  he  had  aa^ 


jct  moine  mipnaedy  wbea 
Mr  Mcrtom,  asif  ontooMtiid- 
nade  pRparatioas  to  vuit  Eork- 
vali  during  the  Fair,  although  he  had  hitherto 
avoided  seduhMitly  all  such  plaees  of  public  re- 
«fC  Sratha  punled  hcneif  a  good  deal  with- 
out being  able  to  peaetiate  this  mysterj ;  and 
vexed  herself  still  more  ooooeniing  the  fate  of 
her  young  master.  But  her  oooeem  was  much 
soAeoed  by  the  deposit  of  a  sum  of  moBey , 
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^  licmever  moderate  in  itself,  a  treasure  in 
r  eyes,  wbidi  her  master  put  into  her  hands, 
lunnting  her,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had 
Gcn  lus  passage  for  Kirkwall,  in  a  small  bark 
biigiiig  to  the  proprietor  of  the  island  of 


CHAPTER  XHL 


Tzx  ojicrci-tt  <af  IIxzizb  much  resembled  tint 
zc  UK  -rJiv  ^lEraiae  in  Lad j  Ami  Lindaj^ 
miimL  Her  Bttunl  firmness  of  nnnd 
li  M*  £nsi  snking  under  the  premie 
jc  :J!i£  '2k.YU^  Kcnec«  vhkfa  haunted  her  whik 
xvike,  lai  vis  m  more  tonnenting  duiing  her 
brckec  izd  homed  &umber&  There  is  no  grief 
so  cT^sftifuI  m  chac  which  we  dare  not  oommuni- 
ct:e,  J3d  in  whxh  w«  can  neither  ask  nor  desire 
xt:bT ;  And  vben  to  thb  is  added  the  bur- 
of  A  c^iiitv  niYsterv  to  an  innocent  boBOO. 
chere  »  liult?  wooikr  that  Minna's  health  should 
have  sunk  und^  the  burthen. 
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To  the  fnenda  around,  her  habits  and  mannera^ 
Uaj,  her  temper,  seemed  altered  to  such  an  ex- 
tnnrdinary  degree,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  some 
diould  have  ascribed  the  change  to  witchcraft, 
and  some  to  incipient  madness.  She  became  un- 
able to  bear  the  solitude  in  which  she  formerly 
ddighted  to  spend  her  time ;  yet  when  she  hur- 
ried into  society,  it  was  without  either  joining  in, 
or  attending  to  what  passed.  Grenerally  she  ap- 
peared wrapped  in  sad,  and  even  sullen  abstrac- 
tion, until  her  attention  was  suddenly  roused  by 
some  casual  mention  of  the  name  of  Cleveland, 
or  of  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  at  which  she  started, 
with  the  horror  of  one  who  sees  the  lighted  match 
qiplied  to  a  charged  mine,  and  expects  to  be  in- 
stantly involved  in  the^  horrors  of  the  explosion. 
And  when  she  observed  that  the  discovery  was 
not  yet  made,  it  was  so  far  from  being  a  con- 
sdation,  that  she  almost  wished  the  worst  was 
known,  rather  than  endure  the  continued  agonies 
of  suspense. 

Her  conduct  towards  her  sister  was  so  varia^- 
ble,  yet  uniformly  so  painful  to  the  kind-hearted 
Brenda,  that  it  seemed  to  all  around,  one  of  the 
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JfiBDe  nahed  hastily  fiom  die 
A3  theK  JifeieMt  moodi^  tbewgb 
ihiry  v>9  Mwch  i«embled,  to  one  who  knew  not 
xw}  in»rr_  ihr  r  ifiirfi  nf  niiliml  iiiiimge 
BRwde  enJiueJ  with  such  prcrailiiig  mi 
i:;rru£cii  ^^tlenes  of  di^xisidon,  that  MinM 
«;» tnn]uiaM!  J  mored  to  shed  floods  of  tears  opoa 
J^w  iNwl ;  aui,  pcrfaeps,  the  moments  in  which 
^  dfti  SIX  though  embittered  by  the  recoUcctioD 
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uit  hop  fktal  Moret  concerned  the  destruction  of 
Iranda^  happiness  as  weU  as  her  own,  were  still, 
lAeaed  as  they  were  by  nsterly  affection,  the 
MMt  endurable  moments  of  this  most  miserable 
siio(l  of  her  Uf  e. 

The  cflbcts  of  the  alternations  ot  moping  me- 
QMhoIy,  fSDarfiil  agitation,  and  bursts  of  nervous 
»GBg»  weie  soon  visible  on  the  poor  young  wo« 
laaV  flue  and  person.  She  became  pale  ani 
■HW^t^ ;  her  eye  lost  the  steady  quiet  look  of 
appincsB  and  innocence,  and  was  alternately  dim 
pd  wiU,  as  she  was  acted  upon  by  ageneral  feel- 
ig  ot  her  own  distressful  condition,  or  by  some 
nicktr  and  more  poignant  sense  of  agony.  Her 
sij  features  seemed  to  change,  and  become 
berp  and  eager,  and  her  voice,  which,  in  its  or- 
hmry  tones,  was  low  and  placid,  now  sometimes 
ink  in  indistinct  mutteiings,  and  sometimes  was 
used  beyond  the  natural  key,  in  hasty  and 
bropt  exclamations.  When  in  company  with 
tbevs,  she  was  sullenly  nlent,  and  when  she 
entnred  into  solitude,  was  observed  (for  it  was 
dw  thought  very  proper  to  watoh  her  on  such 
scasions,)  to  i^peak  much  to  herself. 


of  tke  idands  TO  in  Tain  le- 
»  nnxioiis  fnlher.     Stgciof 
3Kcr  ae&ei^  wbo  knew  the  Tiitiies  of  erery  hob 
voaeii  oRoks  ifc«  6tw.  and  augmented  these  fir- 
rji»  'ry  vcrcsof  mi^t,  used  while  thcj  prepand 
ani  iswni  :he  f  dW  iiw  i,  were  attended  with 
ak»  ciencK^  ani  Hapins  in  the  utmoet  anziHji 
w  Jk  laK  iiiiooed  to  hare  reoourae  to  the  ad- 
^ue  wC  x»  kawvoaaaB,  Xonia  of  the  Fidul-bcidy 
iL'^aca:^  owi^  lo  circumstances,  noticed  in 
line  ccccae  «c  ihe  saw,  there  was  at  this  tne 
RTonc  escraaygm  between  them.    His  first  ap- 
f  ibc:ii3ca  «:»  in  vain. — Xoraa  was  then  at  ber 
vsujI  rcnx  cc  resadenoe«  upon  the  sea-ooast,  nor 
UK  beaki-Iacd  uom  wUch  she  usually  tooLhcr 
OKSMCt^ucxna ;   but.  although  Erick  Scambesttf 
hiaBfex^"  fanKZ|:fat  the  message,  she  refused  pott- 
div.v  u?  s«ee  him,  or  to  return  any  answer. 

Mspius  wxs  angTT  at  the  slight  put  upon  hif 
Bsessxi^er  and  message,  but  his  anxiety  on  Min- 
na's acoxiQt,  as  well  as  the  respect  which  he  had 
for  Noma's  real  misfortunes  and  imputed  wi»- 
dom  and  power,  preTented  him  from  indulgiogi 
m  the  |»esent  occasioo,  his  usual  irritability  of 


to  attend  liiin  upon  a  vi.sit  to  a  rda- 
a  he  had  not  seen  for  some  time,  and 
hem,  at  the  same  time,  to  cany  some 
\  along  with  them,  as  the  journey  was 
ad  they  might  perhaps  find  thdr  friend 
id. 

istomed  to  ask  explanations  of  his  plea- 
hc^ing  that  exercise  and  the  amusc^ 
iich  an  excursion  might  be  of  service  to 
,  Brenda,  upon  whom  all  household  and 
arges  now  devolved,  caused  the  neoes- 
■rations  to  be  made  for  the  expedition ; 
lie  next  morning,  they  were  engaged 
:  the  long  and  tedious  course  of  beach 
orland,  which,  only  varied  by  occasional 
r  oats  and  barley,  where  a  little  ground 
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IB  tke  cqie  cdU  FhUkA 
the  MHoh^wtrntsm  paim  cads  in  dK  cipe  d 


Od  Aej  ««■^  dwoo^  wild  and  owr  mM 
tke  UdaUer  Iw  <ikliiig  a  ttraBgy  sqiuvMMdi^ 


»Uie«NdiMi7p 
iiiniMi  mdl  BrmIi 
ipliakaeiil^  fgrtUi 
horsenumslup,  rode  two  of  tbose  hardy  iiiad% 
which,  hied  and  naiul  with  more  puna  thia  a 
usuailf  botowcdy  skewed^  hoth  hy  the  aciiam 
of  their  Satm  and  their  actiiriiy^  diat  the  lao^  M 
much  and  so  caideaaly  iic^ecled»  ia  capahle  of 
being  improved  into  beauty  without  hMii^  mjr 
thing  of  its  s^pml  or  vigour.   They  were  amid 
eil  by  two  aerraats  on  hoiaebadk,  aad  twoea 
fiiot,  secure  that  the  laat  drcumatanca  wmM 
be  no  delay  to  their  journey*  becauaa  a  gernt 
part  of  the  way  was  so  ruggied^  or  so  aiaidy^ 
that  the  horses  could  only  move  at  a  fiioi  paat) 
and  that»  whenever  tliey  asei.  with  any 
able  track  of  hard,  and  even,  ground^ 

IS 
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wlj  to  borrow  fSrom  the  nearest  herd  of  ponies 
^  lue  of  a  couple  for  the  accommodation  of 
bett  pedestrians. 

The  joumejr  was  a  melancholy  one,  and  little 
■nrersation  passed,  except  when  the  Udaller, 
hy  impatience  and  vexation,  urged  his 
to  a  quick  pace,  and  again,  recollecting 
Iima*s  weak  state  of  health,  slackened  to  a  walk, 
hI  ^iterated  inquiries  how  she  felt  herself,  and 
iKdier  the  fatigue  was  not  too  much  for  her. 
i%  noon  the  party  halted  and  partook  of  some 
!&criiment,  for  which  they  had  made  amj^e 
roviaiim,  beside  a  pleasant  spring,  the  pureness 
F  whose  waters,  however,  did  not  suit  the  Udal- 
A  palate,  until  qualified  by  a  liberal  addition 
fright  Nantz.  After  he  had  a  second,  yea  and 
third  time,  filled  a  large  silver  travelling  cup, 
nbossed  widi  a  German  Cupid  smoking  a  pipe, 
oda  German  Bacchus  emptying  his  flask  down 
le  throat  of  a  bear,  he  began  to  become  more 
lUuidve  than  vexation  had  permitted  him  to  be 
uring  the  early  part  of  their  journey,  and  thus 
ddressed  his  daughters* 

VOL.  II.  u 
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<<  Well,  children,  we  are  witUn  a  league  or 
two  of  Norna^s  dwelling,  and  we  will  soon  see 
how  the  old  spell-mutterer  will  receiTe  us.^ 

Minna  interrupted  her  father  with  a  fiuut  ex- 
clamation, while  Brenda,  surprised  to  a  gati 
degree,  exclaimed,  ^^  Is  it  then  to  Noma  thative 
are  to  make  this  vi^t  ?--HeaYen  forbid  T 

*<  And  wherefore  should  Heaven  forbid  r*  said 
the  Udaller,  knitting  his  brows;  '^  wheiefoi«> 
I  would  gladly  know,  should  Heaven  forbid  me 
to  visit  my  kinswoman,  whose  skill  may  be  of  u« 
to  your  nster,  if  any  woman  in  Zetland,  or  man 
either,  can  be  of  service  to  her  ?^-You  are  a  fool, 
Brenda,— -your  sister  has  more  sense.^— Cheer  up, 
Minna  !— thou  wert  ever  wont  to  like  her  songi 
and  stories,  and  used  to  hang  about  her  neckf 
when  little  Brenda  cried  and  ran  from  her  like  a 
Spanish  merchant-man  from  a  Dutch  caper.^^ 

^^  I  wish  she  may  not  frighten  me  as  mudi  to- 
day, father,^^  replied  Brenda,  desirous  of  indul- 
ging Minna  in  her  taciturnity,  and  at  the  same 

*  Alight-armed  vessel  of  the  seventeenth  century,  adapt- 
cd  for  privateering,  and  much  used  by  the  Dutch. 
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tinie  to  amuse  her  father  by  susUnniiig  the  oon- 
vwntioD;  ^*  I  have  heard  8o  much  of  her  dweU 
Bog,  that  I  am  iather  alarmed  at  the  thought  of 
going  there  uninvited.^ 

^  Thou  art  a  fod,^  said  Magnus,  <<  to  think 
that  a  visit  £pom  her  kinsfolks  can  ever  come 
amisB  to  a  kind,  hearty,  Hialtland  heart,  like  my 
cousin  Noma'^s.F— And,  now  I  think  onH,  I  will 
be  sworn  that  is  the  reason  why  she  would  not 
laoaveErick  Scambester !— It  is  many  a  long  day 
nnce  I  have  seen  her  chimney  smoke,  and  I  have 
never  ioarried  you  thither-— She  hath  indeed  some 
fight  to  call  me  unkind.  But  I  will  tell  her  the 
truth—- and  that  is,  that,  though  such  be  the 
finhion,  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  or  honest  to  eat 
up  the  substance  of  lone  womeurfolks,  as  we  do 
that  of  our  brother  Udallers,  when  we  roll  about 
from  house  to  house  in  the  winter  season,  until 
we  gather  like  a  snow-ball,  and  eat  up  all  where- 
ever  we  eome.^ 

^  There  is  no  fear  of  our  putting  Noma  to 
any  distress  just  now,^  replied  Brenda,  •*  for  I 
have  ample  provision  of  every  thing  that  we  can 
possibly  need^fish,  and  bacon,  and  salted  mut- 
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ton,  and  dried  geese— more  than  we  could  eat  in 
a  week,  beides  enough  of  liquor  for  you^  father* 

*<  Right,  right,  my  girl  P  said  the  Udalkr; 
*<  a  well-found  ship  makes  a  merry  voyage— ao 
we  will  only  want  the  kindness  of  Nonufs  roo^ 
and  a  httle  bedding  for  you ;  fc»*,  as  to  mysdf> 
my  sea-cloak,  and  honest  dry  boards  of  Norwaj 
deal,  suit  me  better  than  your  dder-down  cudii- 
ons  and  mattresses.  So  that  Noma  will  have  the 
pleasure  of  sedng  us  without  haying  a  stiTcr's 
worth  of  trouble.*" 

<<  I  wish  she  may  think  it  a  pleasure,  sir,^  re- 
plied Brenda. 

^^  Why,  what  does  the  girl  mean,  in  the  name 
of  the  Martyr  ?"  replied  Magnus  Troil ;  **  doest 
thou  think  my  kinswoman  is  a  heathen,  who  will 
not  rejoice  to  see  her  own  flesh  and  blood?-— I 
would  I  were  as  sure  of  a  good  yearns  fishing!— 
No,  no !  I  only  fear  we  may  find  her  from  home 
at  present,  for  she  is  often  a  wanderer,  and  aD 
with  thinking  over  much  on  what  can  never  be 
helped."" 

Minna  sighed  deeply  as  her  father  spdce,  and 
the  Udaller  went 
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*'  Boest  thou  sigh  at  that,  my  girl  ?— why,  ^tis 
the  fiiult  of  half  the  world— let  it  never  be  thine 
own,  Minna.^ 

Another  suppressed  sigh  intimated  that  the 
caution  came  too  late. 

'^  I  believe  you  are  afraid  of  my  cousin  as  well 
as  Brenda  is,^  said  the  Udaller,  gazing  on  her 
pale  countenance ;  <^  if  so,  speak  the  word,  and 
we  will  return  back  again  as  if  we  had  the  wind 
CD  our  quarter,  and  were  running  fifteen  knots 
by  the  line.^ 

^*  Do,  for  Heaven^s  sake,  sister,  let  us  return!^ 
•aid  Brenda,  imploringly ;  ^^  you  know — ^you  re- 
member— ^you  must  be  well  aware  that  Noma  can 
do  nought  to  help  you.^ 

**  It  is  but  too  true,^  said  Minna,  in  a  subdued 
voice;  *<  but  I  know  not — she  may  answer  a 
question — a  question  that  only  the  miserable  dare 
ask  at  the  miserable.'" 

**  Nay,  my  kinswoman  is  no  miser,^  answered 
the  Udaller,  who  only  heard  the  beginning  of  the 
word ;  '<  a  good  income  she  has,  both  in  Orkney 
and  here,  and  many  a  fair  lispund  of  butter  is 
paid  to  her.    But  the  poor  have  the  best  share 


»10 

«f  it,  Md  dioK  fatt  the  Zelbiider  wlio  begnidga 

ihf ;  tbc  mt  abe  qMods^  I  vot  not  how,  m  to 
jounaes  through  the  isUnds.  But  yoa  will  lai^ 
io  see  her  boBKy  and  Nidc  Stmmpfer,  whom  die 
oU^Pacokt — uuuiT  folks  think  Nick  it  the  defil; 
hot  he  b  ieah  and  blood,  like  any  of  in— Us  fa- 
ther iiTed  in  Givaaiy^— I  shall  be  glad  to  aei 


While  the  Udaller  thus  ran  on,  Brenda,  wbo^ 
in  leconpcace  for  a  less  paction  of  imaginatioa 
than  her  aster,  was  gifted  with  sound  common 
sense*  was  debating  with  hcrsdf  the  probable  ef> 
£eci  of  this  risit  on  her  aster^  health.  She  came 
finallj  u>  the  reaolntian  of  speaking  with  her  & 
ther  aside,  upon  the  first  occasion  which  their 
joumej  should  a£Rird.  To  lum  she  determined 
to  oommunicate  the  wIk^  particulars  of  their 
nocturnal  interriew  with  Noma,  to  which,  among 
other  agitating  causes,  she  attributed  the  depics- 
aon  of  MiniMs  spirits,  and  then  ipakehimsdf  the 
judge  whether  he  ought  to  persist  in  his  iisit  tos 
person  so  singular,  and  expose  his  daughter  to  aH 
the  shock  which  her  nen-es  might  possibly  recn?e 
from  the  intcrvicvr. 
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Just  as  8he  had  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  her 
father,  dashing  the  crumbs  from  his  laced  waist* 
coal  With  one  hand,  and  reo^ymg  with  the  other 
a  fbmth  cup  of  brandj  and  water,  drank  de* 
▼oudjr  to  the  success  of  their  voyage,  and  order« 
ed  all  to  be  in  readiness  to  set  forward.  Whilst 
thcj  were  saddling  the  ponies,  Brenda,  with  some 
difficulty,  contrived  to  make  her  father  under* 
stand  she  wished  to  speak  with  him  in  private** 
DO  small  surprise  to  the  honest  Udaller,  who, 
though  secret  as  the  grave  in  the  very  few  things 
where  he  considered  secrecy  as  of  importance, 
was  so  far  from  practising  mystery  in  general, 
that  his  most  important  affairs  were  often  dis- 
cussed by  him  openly  in  presence  of  his  whole 
family,  servants  included. 

But  far  greater  was  his  astonishment,  when,  re- 
Budning  purposely  with  his  daughter  Brenda,  a 
little  in  the  wake,  as  he  termed  it,  of  the  other 
riders,  he  heacd  the  whole  account  of  Nomads 
visit  to  Burgh-Westra,  and  of  the  communication 
with  which  she  had  then  astounded  his  daugh- 
ters. For  a  long  time  he  could  utter  nothing 
but  interjections,  and  ended  with  a  thousand 
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curses  on  his  kinswoman^  folly  in  idling  Ins 
daughters  such  a  history  of  honor.  "^ 

«  I  have  often  heard,""  said  the  Udaller,  *<  thit 
she  was  quite  mad,  with  all  her  wisdom,  and  aH 
her  knowledge  of  the  seasons ;  and,  by  the  bonei 
of  my  namesake,  the  Martyr,  I  begin  now  to  he* 
lieve  it  most  assuredly,  I  know  no  more  hov 
to  steer  than  if  I  had  lost  my  compass.  Had  I 
known  this  before  we  set  out,  I  think  I  had  ie> 
miuned  at  home ;  but  now  that  we  have  come  m 
far,  and  that  Noma  expects  ua         ^ 

^^  Expects  us,  father  r  saidBrenda;  '<  how  can 
that  be  possible  ?^ 

^<  Why,  that  I  know  not — ^but  she  that  can 
tell  how  the  wind  is  to  blow,  can  tell  which  way 
we  are  designing  to  ride.  She  must  not  be  pro- 
voked ; — perhaps  she  has  done  my  family  this  iD 
for  the  words  I  had  with  her  about  that  lad 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  if  so,  she  can  undo  it 
again;— and  so  she  shall,  or  I  will  know  the 
cause  wherefore.— But  I  will  try  fair  wcvds  first** 

Finding  it  thus  settled  that  they  were  to  go 
forward,  Brenda  endeavoured  next  to  learn  txom 
her  father  whether  Nomads  tale  was  founded  in 
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raUity.  He  shook  his  head,  groaned  bitterly, 
and,  in  a  few  words,  acknowledged  the  whole,  so 
&r  as  ooncemed  her  intrigue  with  a  stranger ; 
and  her  fiither^s  death,  of  which  she  became  the 
aaadental  and  most  innocent  cause,  was  a  matter 
of  sad  and  indisputable  truth.  '^  For  her  infant,^ 
lie  said,  '*  he  could  never,  by  any  means,  learn 
what  became  of  it.^ 

*'  Her  infant  T  exclaimed  Brenda ;  <^  she  spoke 
not  a  word  of  her  infant  V* 

*'  Then  I  wish  my  tongue  had  been  blistered,^ 
aaid  the  Udaller,  <<  when  I  told  you  of  it.— I  see 
that,  young  and  old,  a  man  has  no  better  chance 
of  keefMng  a  secret  from  you  women,  than  an 
eel  to  keep  himself  in  his  hold  when  he  is  sniggled 
with  a  loop  of  horse-hair— sooner  or  later  the 
fisher  teazes  him  out  of  his  hole,  when  he  has 
oooe  the  noose  round  bis  neck.^ 

<<  But  the  infant,  my  father  ?""  said  Brenda, 
still  insisting  on  the  particulars  of  this  extraor- 
dinary story,  *^  what  became  of  it  ?^ 

*^  Carried  off,  I  fancy,  by  the  blackguard 
Vaughan,^  answered  the  Udaller,  with  a  gruff 
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pbiaij  betokened  hov  weaij  lie 
Li  uf  Ac  mtyct 

-  Br  Tm^Ihb  r  sU  Biemk,  «<  the  lofcr  of 

nrt  ctmmim 


KIL&5 — ^Ak  :  It  > 


lake  other  moB,  I  fimqp,*  m 

the  U^Ukr;  «  I  Mvcr  nw  him  ki; 

— He  kepc  CQHIMT  with  the  Soottuh  fiuHitt 

I  with  die  good  old  None 
hod  dwelt  olwoys  waoaogi 
wot  kept  ooBpony  widi  ber 
woukl  have  knovi 
ct  Vwijphw^  wod  tlm^  night  htm 
Ke«  ij<hi>ioiM  Dof  then  I  AoqU  have  koovB 
WkyVwy  of  woor  hfawed  Bother,  Brendo— oad 
thac^  he  sokL  Iw»  hvge  biwe  cres  shudng  with 
n  mr«  **  weoid  have  ssvcd  ne  a  diort  joj  mA 

**  >Kicwo  owld  hot  ill  have  fopplied  mj  voo- 
ikerV  piore  to  wou,  fitthcr,  oaa  oomfMUiioB  ood  a 
Ai»d — that  k»  jttdfeiwg  bom  all  that  I  hate 
heanL"*  saU  RphmIiu  with  sook  heatatioB.  But 
Ma«iiW5^  softened  kT  reeollectioos  of  his  bdofcd 
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wiStf  answered  her  with  more  indulgoiee  than 
•he  expected. 

^  I  would  haye  been  content,^  he  said,  *'  to 
hate  wedded  Noma  at  that  time.  It  would  have 
been  the  aolderii^  of  an  dd  quaireiU- *the  heitUng 
ef  an  old  aora  All  our  biood  relations  wished 
ily  and,  ntuated  as  I  was>  eapeciallj  not  having 
ymnr  bleaaed  mother,  I  had  little  will  to  op- 
their  coondls.  Youmustnot  judge  of  Nor* 
aa  or  of  me  by  snch  an  appearanee  as  we  now 
to  jou— -She  was  young  and  beautiful, 
I  gameaame  as  a  Sghland  buck,  and  little 
caiiag  what  haren  I  made  for,  having,  as  I 
thought,  more  than  one  under  my  lee.  But  Nor- 
na  prefeired  this  man  Vaugban,  and,  as  I  told 
yon  befiore,  it  was,  peihaps,  the  best  kindness 
die  eonld  have  done  to  me.^ 

««  Ah,  poor  kinswoman !''  said  Brenda.  <<  But 
believe  you,  father,  in  the  high  powers  which 
-in  the  mysterious  vision  of  the  dwarf 
the ^" 


She  was  interrupted  in  these  questions  by 
Magnus,  to  whom  they  were  obviously  displea- 
ring. 
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«  I  believe,  Brenda,^  he  said,  ^  accord^;  to 
the  belief  of  my  forefathers-»I  pretend  not  to 
be  a  wiser  man  than  they  were  in  their  time,— 
and  they  all  believed  that,  in  cases  of  gieit 
worldly  distress,  Providence  opened  the  eyei  of 
the  mind,  and  afforded  the  sufferers  a  viskm  of 
futurity.  It  was  but  a  trimming  of  the  boit, 
with  reverence,^— here  he  touched  his  hat  refs- 
rentially ;  <*  and,  after  all  the  shifdng  of  ballsit| 
poor  Noma  is  as  heavily  loaded  in  the  bowssi 
ever  was  an  Orkney-man^s  yawl  at  the  dog-fidw 
ing — she  has  more  than  affliction  enough  on  bovd 
to  balance  whatever  gifts  she  may  have  had  ii 
the  midst  of  her  calamity.  They  are  as  painfid 
to  her,  poor  soul,  as  a  crown  .of  thorns  would  be 
to  her  brows,  though  it  were  the  badge  of  the 
empire  of  Denmark.  And  do  not  you,  Brendi, 
seek  to  be  wiser  than  your  fathers.  Your  aster 
Minna,  before  she  was  so  ill,  had  as  much  reve- 
rence for  whatever  was  produced  in  Norse^  as  if 
it  had  been  in  the  Pope^s  bull,  which  is  all  writ- 
ten in  pure  Latin.*" 

'^  Poor  Noma  !^  repeated  Brenda ;  ^'  and  her 
child— was  it  never  recovered  ?^ 
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<«  What  do  I  know  of  her  child,''  said  the 
Udaller^  more  gru£By  than  before,  **  except  that 
die  was  Tery  ill,  both  befofe  and  after  the  birth, 
though  we  kept  her  as  merry  as  we  could  with 
pipe  and  harp,  and  soforth ;— the  child  had  come 
before  its  time  into  this  bustling  world,  so  it  is 
likely  it  has  been  long  dead.— -But  you  know  no- 
thing  of  all  these  matters,  Brenda ;  so  get  along 
for  a  foolish  girl,  and  ask  no  more  questions 
about  what  it  does  not  become  you  to  inquire 
mto.'" 

So  saying,  the  UdaUer  gave  his  sturdy  little 
palfrey  the  spur,  and  cantering  forward  oyer 
rough  and  smooth,  while  the  poney's  accuracy 
and  firmness  of  step  put  all  diflSculties  of  the 
path  at  secure  defiance,  he  placed  himself  soon 
by  the  side  of  the  melancholy  Minna,  and  per- 
mitted  her  sister  to  have  no  farther  share  in  his 
oonTersation  than  as  it  was  addressed  to  them 
jointly.  She  could  but  comfort  herself  with  the 
hc^,  that,  as  Minna's  disease  appeared  to  have 
its  seat  in  the  imagination,  the  remedies  recom« 
mended  by  Noma  might  have  some  chance  of 


in  all  piobibility,  Aej 
to  die  Mme  £Kiiltf. 
had  bitboto  lidd  cUefly  ofcr  BM 
oecaaonally  by  the  neeeaitf  cf 
the  lieads  of  those  kag 
vUch  run  up  into  and  iatal 
V  that,  though  tk 
J  be  thirty  milei^  tf 
therein  pffhapi^  no  part  cf  it 
thne  Bilea  distant  fiom  tin 
St,!*  vm:£r.  Bui  they  had  now  approached  tk 
3ccth-««saBni  eaumnity  of  the  ide,  and  tia?clkd 
aJLii^  the  top  of  an  iHsnense  rklge  of  rocks,  whidi 
kai  sur  ajr*  vithsaood  the  rage  of  the  Nordien 
Uoeiuk  and  of  all  the  windaby  which  it  is  bat 


A:  id^sth  riflaimrd  Magnus  to  hisdaugfato^ 
^  Theiv  »  Nona's  dwelliog !— >Look  up^  Minnii 
aiy  k»Te«  for  if  this  does  not  make  you  langiif 
nochia^  wiiL^-Saw  you  ever  any  thing  but  i> 
^wptey  that  would  hare  made  such  a  nest  bt 
hiirstdi  as  that  is?«— By  my  namesake^s  boneii 
thetv  is  not  the  like  of  it  that  living  thing  eftf 

14 


THE   FIKATXt 


310 


dwelt  in,  (having  no  wings  and  the  use  of  rea- 
son,) unless  it  chanced  to  be  the  Frawa-Stack 
off  Papa,  where  the  King^s  daughter  of  Norway 
was  shut  up  to  keep  her  from  her  lovers — and 
all  to  little  purpose,  if  the  tale  be  true;*  for, 
Quudens,  I  would  have  you  to  wot  that  it  is  hard 
lo  keep  flax  from  the  lowc.^-f- 


*  Tbe  Fntuh^kaekg  or  Maiden- Rock,  an  inaccenible 
cMffy  divided  by  a  narrow  golph  from  the  island  of  PapSy 
has  on  the  summit  some  ruins,  concerning  which  there  is 
a  legend  similar  to  that  of  Danac. 

•f"  Lowe — aflame. 


THE  HEATS. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Thrioe  from  the  caTcm^t  daiktonie  womb 

Her  gnMoing  voice  arose; 
And  come,  mj  daughter,  fcariev  come, 

Aud  fearleai  tdl  thy  woes  ! 

MEfKU* 


The  dwelling  of  Noma,  though  none  bat  a 
native  of  Zetland,  familiar,  during  his  whole  lifC} 
with  every  variety  of  rock-scenery,  could  hife 
seen  any  thing  ludicrous  in  this  situation,  was 
not  unaptly  compared  by  Magnus  Troii  to  the 
eyrie  of  the  osprey,  or  sea-eagle.  It  was  Ttrj 
small,  and  had  been  fabricated  out  of  one  of  thoie 
dens  which  are  called  Burghs  and  Picts-housei 
in  Zetland,  and  Duns  on  the  mainland  of  Soot- 
land  and  the  Hebrides,  and  which  seem  to  be  the 
first  eflfort  at  architecture,-— the  connecting  link 
betwixt  a  fox's  hole  in  a  cairn  of  loose  stooeii 
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tnd  an  attempt  to  construct  a  human  habitation 
Mit  of  the  same  materials,  without  the  use  of  lime 
>r  cement  of  any  kind,-— without  any  timber,  so 
!ar  as  can  be  seen  from  their  remains,— without 
my  knowledge  of  the  arch  or  of  the  stair.  Such  as 
hey  are,  however,  the  numerous  remains  of  these 
jwellings,  for  there  is  one  found  on  every  head- 
land,  islet,  or  point  of  vantage,  which  could  afford 
the  inhabitants  additional  means  of  defence,  tend 
to  prove  that  the  remote  people  by  whom  these 
Burghs  were  constructed,  were  a  numerous  race, 
wai  that  the  islands  had  then  a  much  greater 
population,  than,  from  other  circumstances,  we 
might  have  been  led  to  anticipate. 

The  Burgh  of  which  we  at  present  speak  had 
been  altered  and  repaired  at  a  later  period,  pro- 
bably by  some  petty  despot,  or  sea-rover,  who, 
tempted  by  the  security  of  the  situation,  which 
occupied  the  whole  of  a  projecting  point  of  rock, 
and  was  divided  from  the  mainland  by  a  rent  or 
ehasm  of  some  depth,  bad  built  some  additions 
to  it  in  the  rudest  style  of  Gothic  defensive  archi- 
tecture ;  had  plaistered  the  inside  with  lime  and 
day,  and  broke  out  windows  for  the  admission. 

VOL.  If.  X 


tti;^ 


fiaalljy  by  roofing  it  offf) 
by  menu  Gf  bem 
thevholeinloa 
dovceoCy  fixncd 
viduiiitstlack> 
gJkne^  or  eoDoestxie 
to  aU  the  fiiits  of  this  prioi- 
tohaTecootfi- 
origiiMlIf 
thircring  inhilataDti. 
binltoutofthelooae 
mtoaod^  and  expmi 
of  the  elenientS|W» 
ed,  as  the  rock 
hichitoooU 
pletd  J  did  it 

so  fittk<fid  it  diieri> 
artngaaX 


XCShi 


to  all  that  cf 
for  a  bkmmbI 
s^lhc  of  an  abode,  which,  at 
poiod  of  her  fi£e^  wodd 
her  cuEbatj  and  her 
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ler.  Even  now  she  seemed  to  feel  interest  as  she 
puBed  upon  this  ungular  retreat,  and  recollected 
U  was  that  of  certun  misery  and  probable  insa- 
mty,  connected,  as  its  inhabitant  asserted,  and 
Ifiinufs  faith  adnutted,  with  power  over  the 
dements,  and  the  capacity  of  intercourse  with 
the  invisible  world. 

^  Our  kinswoman,^  she  muttered,  *^  has  chosen 
her  dwelling  well,  with  no  more  of  earth  than  a 
■e»>fowl  might  rest  upon,  and  all  around  sightless 
tempests  and  raging  waves.  Despair  and  magical 
poiwer  could  not  have  a  fitter  residence.^ 

Brenda,  on  the  other  hand,  shuddered  when 
die  looked  on  the  dwelling  to  which  they  were 
advancing,  by  a  difficult,  dangerous,  and  preca- 
xious  path,  which  sometimes,  to  her  great  terror, 
^iproached  the  very  verge  of  the  precipice ;  so 
thaty  Zetlander  as  she  was,  and  confident  as  she 
bad  reason  to  be  in  the  steadiness  and  sagacity  of 
the  sure-footed  poney,  she  could  scarce  suppress 
an  inclination  to  giddiness,  especially  at  one  point, 
when,  being  foremost  of  the  party,  and  turning 
a  sharp  angle  of  the  rock,  her  feet,  as  they  pro- 
jected from  the  side  of  the  poney,  hung  for  an 
instant  sheer  over  the  ledge  of  the  precipice,  so 
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that  there  was  nothing  save  empty  space  betwixt 
the  sole  of  her  shoe  and  the  white  foam  of  the 
vexed  ocean,  which  dashed,  howled,  and  foamed, 
five  hundred  feet  below.  What  would  have  driTcn 
a  maiden  of  another  country  into  deUriuin,  give 
her  but  a  momentary  uneaaness,  which  was  in- 
stantly lost  in  the  hope  that  the  impressbn  wtiA 
the  scene  appeared  to  make  on  her  sister^s  iidft- 
gination  might  be  favourable  to  her  cure. 

She  could  not  help  looking  back  to  see  bov 
Minna  should  pass  the  pdnt  of  peril,  which  ibe 
herself  had  just  rounded ;  and  could  bear  the 
strong  voice  of  the  Udaller,  though  to  him  9aA 
rough  paths  were  familiar  as  the  smooth  sea- 
beach,  call,  in  a  tone  of  some  anxiety,  ^  Take 
heed,  Jarto,^^  as  Minna,  with  an  eager  look,  dn^ 
ped  her  bridle,  and  stretched  forward  her  airtoh 
and  even  her  body,  over  the  precipice,  in  the  it^ 
titude  of  the  wild  swan,  when,  balandng  itadf, 
and  spreading  its  broad  pinions,  it  prepares  to 
launch  from  the  clifi*  upon  the  bosom  of  the  winds* 
Brenda  felt,  at  that  instant,  a  pang  of  unutter- 


•  Jiflrto,— My  dear. 
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le  terrdTy  which  left  a  strong  impression  on  her 
rwes  even  when  relieved^  as  it  instantly  was, 
r  her  nsier  recovering  herself  and  sitting  up- 
[hi  on  her  saddle,  the  opportunity  and  tempta- 
MI9  (if  she  felt  it,)  passing  away,  as  the  quiet 
Bftdj  animal  which  supported  her  rounded  the 
wgecting  angle,  and  turned  its  patient  and  firm 
oCfirooD  the  verge  of  the  precipice. 
They  now  attained  a  more  level  and  open 
mee  of  ground,  being  the  flat  top  of  an  isthmus 
r  projecUng  rock,  narrowing  agsun  towards  a 
oiBt,  where  it  was  terminated  by  the  chasm 
}»ctk  separated  the  small  peak,  or  stocky  occupied 
y  Nomads  habitation,  from  the  main  ridge  of 
and  precipice.     This  natural  fosse,  which 
to  have  been  the  work  of  some  convulsion 
filature,  was  deep,  dark,  and  irregular,  narrower 
owords  the  bottom,  which  could  not  be  distinct- 
y  seen,  and  widest  at  top,  having  the  appearance 
18  if  that  part  of  the  clifP  occupied  by  the  build- 
Dg  had  been  half  rent  away  from  the  isthmu^i 
fhich  it  terminated, — an  idea  favoured  by  the 
ingle  at  which  it  seemed  to  recede  from  the  land, 
md  slope  sea-ward,  with   the  building  which 
downed  it. 


ID  &gpA  tfaeidn 
icuMMco  uQB  toe  per* 
0  preciprtate  itself  M- 
;  aad  manr  a  dno- 
afiaid  lopatfint 


bodT.  diould  hasteni 
at  cTcrj  instant  iift- 


fcJMfirlf  aboat  such  fiun- 
lode  tovaids  the  tower,  tad 
itfoi^  vizk  hb  daugfatersy  give 
riif  ;>nQi£s  iix  c&arse  to  one  of  their  domestk^ 
^  ixK!»»  »r£»aniil»  tbem  of  their 

ou:  fior  rest  and  refreab- 
hettth.  This  done,  tbey 
rhkh  aecHied  formerly  to 
^isvv  cvmwcfiAi  widh  the  knd  br  a  rude  ditw- 
ic:i^«  jCDW  of  iSe  apparams  of  whidi  was  foU 
y^slCut.  Rs:  i>(  n»s  had  been  loi^  demolisbed) 
w:ai  imiiacied  bj  a  ttarinnafy  foot-bridge 
i  of  htrrek-staTes  coreied  with  turf,  TtfJ 
^m  add  iedjeiess^  and  supported  bj  a  soit 
Lif  aidk  oaHtnided  out  of  the  jaw4iones  of  ^ 


^ 

«« 
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irhale*  Along  this  <<  brigg  of  dread^  the  Udaller 
stepped  with  his  usual  portly  majesty  of  stride, 
irliidi  threatened  its  demolition  and  his  own  at 
the  same  time ;  hb  daughters  trode  more  lightly 
■nd  more  safely  after  him,  and  the  party  stood 
before  the  low  and  rugged  portal  of  Nomads  ha- 


^'  If  she  should  be  abroad  after  all,^  sidd  Mag* 
nus,  as  he  plied  the  black  oaken  door  with  re- 
peated blows ;  '^  but  if  so  we  will  at  least  lie  by 
a  day  for  her  return,  and  make  Nick  Strumpfer 
pay  the  demurrage  in  bland  and  brandy.'* 

As  he  spoke  the  door  opened,  and  displayed, 
to  the  alarm  of  Brenda,  and  the  surprise  of  Min- 
na ho^f,  a  square-made  dwarf,  about  four  feet 
five  inches  high,  with  a  bead  of  most  portentous 
mxe^  and  features  correspondent— namely,  a  huge 
mouth,  a  tremendous  nose,  with  large  black  nos- 
trils, which  seemed  to  have  slit  upwards,  blubber 
lips  of  an  unconscionable  size,  and  huge  wall-eyes, 
with  which  he  leered,  sneered,  grinned,  and  gog- 
gled on  the  Udaller  as  an  old  acquaintance,  with- 
out uttering  a  single  word.  The  young  women 
could  hardly  persuade  themselves  that  they  did 
not  see  before  their  eyes  the  very  demon  Trolld, 


ii: 


sock  XV.  itf  iPgimlM  iV  figure 


addreBiog  thii 


■jiir  znoissMp  JB  av  Dcncr  soft  ^pplj  to  ibeir m- 

ihcT  vvk.  for  any  hmnfclialf  por- 

lem^ — xtootyhj^ 

:  J.  ^\v-i  ^:«ierLlT  c3aQtaaii%  in  its  tot  fuaiE- 

zuJIi  ctficKse  as  die  mofe  direct  assnmp- 

^c  JLsCia»  aad  sapenontr. 

-  Hx.  Nx& :  kcwst  Nick  T  said  the  Udilier, 

**  2er>f  Tcc  anf«  &neiT  aad  lorelv  as  Saint  Nichobi 

T  .cr  r^Liasale,  vben  he  is  carved  with  an  axe 

m 

vc  :2«f  beid^ixe  of  a  Dutch  dogger.  How  doest 
iKx:  ocw  Nxk.  or  Pacoiec,  if  jou  like  that  better? 
Nx-cx\i£s.»  be?>f  aD(  mj  two  datlgfate^^  ncailji* 
^jL=)dicc=e  £$  thT9e^  thou  seesL."* 

Nxk  grlraeo^  and  did  a  dumsv  obdsancebf 
way  oif  cv  virterr^  but  kept  his  broad  mis-diapcB 
}vr!oc  £nnlT  placed  in  the  door-way. 

"*  Dsughters;^'^  continued  the  Udaller,  who 
^xtaeii  to  hare  his  reasons  for  speaking  this  Ccr- 
krnis  £tir«  at  least  according  to  his  own  notioBi 
ct'  prvipitiation. — **  this  is  Nick  Stnunpfer,  mfid- 
enss  whom  his  mistress  calls  Pacolet,  being  a 
light -limbed  dwarf,  as  you  see,  like  he  that  wont 
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to  fly  abou^  like  a  Aa0i»i0^  on  Us  wooden  hobfaj. 
hone^  in  tlie  old  iloty-boak  of  Vflkntme  and  Or. 
dist  joOf  Huma,  nied  to  lead  whilit  you 
a  diild.  I  a«ure  yon  he  can  keep  hb  nus- 
i*s  ooumd,  and  never  told  one  of  her  Beents 
in  Us  life— Jia,  ha,  ha  !^ 

The  ngly  dwarf  grinned  ten  times  wider  than 
before,  and  shewed  the  meaning  of  the  Udaller^s 
jest,  by  opening  his  immense  jaws,  and  throwing 
back  his  head,  so  as  to  discover,  that,  in  the  im- 
mense  cavity  of  his  mouth,  there  only  remained 
the  small  shrivelled  remnant  of  a  tongue,  capable 
periups  of  assisting  him  in  swallowing  his  food, 
bat  unequal  to  the  formation  of  articulate  sounds. 
Whether  this  organ  had  been  curtidled  by  crueU 
ty,  or  injured  by  disease,  it  was  imposuble  to 
guess ;  but  that  the  unfortunate  being  had  not 
been  originally  dumb,  was  evident  from  his  re- 
taining the  sense  of  hearing.     Having  made 
this  horrible  exhibition,  he  repud  the  Udaller^s 
mirth  with  a  loud,  horrid,  and  discordant  laugh, 
which  had  someth'mg  in  it  the  more  hideous  that 
his  mirth  seemed  to  be  exdted  by  his  own  misery. 

VOL.  II.  V 
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The  sisters  looked  on  each  other  in  alenoe  an 
fear,  and  even  the  Udaller  seemed  disconcerted^ 

*<  And  how  now  ?*"  he  proceeded,  after  a 
nute^s  pause.     **  When  did^st  thou  wash 
throat  of  thine,  that  is  about  the  width  of 
Pentland  Frith,  with  a  cup  of  brandy  ? 
Nick  !  I  have  that  with  me  which  is  sound  stuffi 
boy,  ha  l"" 

The  dwarf  bent  his  beede-brows,  shook 
nus-shapen  head,  and  made  a  quick  sharp  iDdica     » 
tion,  throwing  his  right  hand  up  to  his  shouldc 
with  the  thumb  pointed  backwards. 

"  What !  my  kinswoman,^  said  the  Udaller, 
comprehending  the  signal,  ^^  be  angry  ?    Weli, 
shalt  have  a  flask  to  carouse  when  she  is  fioon 
home,  old  acquuntance ;— fips  and  throats  0^ 
swallow  though  they  cannot  speak.^ 

Pacolet  grinned  a  grim  assent 

"  And  now,***  said  the  Udaller,  "  stand  out  of 
the  way,  Pacolet,  and  let  me  carry  my  daughteiv 
to  see  their  kinswoman.  By  the  bones  of  ^tisA 
Magnus,  it  shall  be  a  good  turn  in  thy  way.— 
Nay,  never  shake  thy  head,  man ;  for  if  thy  ©ii- 
tress  be  at  home,  see  her  we  will.'^ 

10 
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I7he  dwarf  again  intimated  the  impossibility 
Uieir  being  admitted,  partly  by  signs,  partly 
mumbling  some  uncouth  and  most  disagree- 
e  sounds,  and  the  Udaller^s  mood  began  to 


^  Tittle  tattle,  man,^  said  he ;  ^^  trouble  not 

with  thy  gibberish,  but  stand  out  of  the  way, 

I  the  blame,  if  there  be  any,  shall  rest  with 

3o  saying,  Magnus  Troil  laid  his  sturdy  hand 
ytk  the  collar  of  the  recusant  dwarPs  jacket  of 
le  wadmaal,  and,  with  a  strong,  but  not  a  vio- 
t  grasp,  removed  him  from  the  door-way,  push- 
bim  gently  aidde,  and  entered,  followed  by  his 
o  daughters,  whom  a  sense  of  apprehension, 
lang  out  of  all  which  they  saw  and  heard,  kept 
Tj  close  to  him.  A  crooked  and  dusky  pas* 
je,  through  which  Magnus  led  the  way,  was 
nly  enlightened  by  a  shot-hole,  communicating 
th  the  interior  of  the  building,  and  originally 
ended  doubtless  to  command  the  entrance  by  a 
j;but  or  culverin.  As  they  approached  nearer, 
they  walked  slowly  and  with  hesitation,  the 
iit,  imperfect  as  it  was,  was  suddenly  obscured ; 
I,  on  looking  upward  to  discern  the  cause. 


ix.-.:^^  — ~  "^7  rar  "B  *fi  v^ac 
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CHAPTER  I. 


The  witch  then  laiMd  ho  witherM  arm. 

And  waved  her  wand  on  high} 
And,  while  she  spoke  the  mntter'd  cfaarm, 

Dark  lightning  fillM  her  eye. 

Meikle. 


flis  should  be  the  stair,'"  sud  the  Udaller, 
dering  in  the  dark  against  some  steps  of  irre- 
r  ascent—^*  This  should  be  the  stair,  unless 
memory  greatly  fail  me ;  ay,  and  there  she 
*  he  added,  pausing  at  a  half-open  door, 
th  all  her  tackle  about  her  as  usual,  and  as 
^,  doubtless,  as  the  devil  in  a  gale  of  wind.^ 
s  he  made  this  irreverent  comparison,  he  en^ 
1,  followed  by  his  daughters,  the  darkened 
tment  in  which  Noma  was  seated,  amidst 
«ifused  collection  of  books  of  various  Ian- 


zmr.iimsLZ  acsxxjs^  tibleCs  and  sUXKS^ 
srrinfii  wrjL  zijtt  iznks^i  and  angnhr  chtractts* 
.T  riii  ^^nnz  x.pra.SEC  and  similar  aitidesvlua 
-It-  i-iiACic  cjBDeczed  wish  ifae  exeraae  oftbefif* 
~:i:iiiii!L  ir^  Tlierr  vov  aho  Ijing  in  the  dtfS- 
':is*.  ;r  diziu:  w««r  .ifte  nide  and  iO-oootnfed 
^uiini«^.  SI  jai  it^x  of  mail,  vith  the  hev- 
Tuft.-:^ «  Til— f.jag,  and  famoe,  iriiicfa  had  oooe  be- 
couiec  u  £ :  aaid  co  a  sbetf  were  disposed,  D 
£-zai:  :rier«  «T«raI  of  those  cnnous  ston&ase^ 
?.r-mf*i   r'_  m  n  it  ■■in ,  bIim  li  iii  iifti  n  finm^'* 
i:c^!««  :5.irTn.yc  wSere  ther  are  called  thimderfaob 
ri;  .-vauncc  pmop^.  vfao  usuall j  preserre  Aoi 


:•«  iri 


Is'Ar. 


itr  against  the  ^ects  of  Egh^ 


r.::^ ;  xjso  x  ^daoe  sacxifidal  knife,  used  perhip 
f.r    rr-ct'.inng  human  Tictims,  and  ooe  or  tvo 
. :  r^«  rruea  impftanents  called  Celts,  the  pur* 
:a  has  tAxibied  the  repose  of  ao  maaj 
iefr  of  other  artides,  some  of 
iiame  nor  vere  capable  of  dfr 
ifiisioa  about  the  apaitmeol; 
d  is  or.^  comer,  on  a  quantity  of  withered  «a- 
vt>.-\!«  rvfx>ic\I  vhat  seemed,  at  first  riew,  to  be  a 
urp?  uQdhapely  dog,  but,  vbcn  seen  more  dose- 


'  >.'« 
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red  to  be  a  tame  seal,  which  it  had  been 
( amusement  to  domesticate. 
uncouth  favourite  bristled  up  in  its  cor- 
on  the  arrival  of  so  many  strangers,  with 
uess  similar  to  that  which  a  terrestrial  dog 
have  displayed  on  a  similar  occasion ;  but 
remained  motionless,  seated  behind  a  table 
lib  granite,  propped  up  by  mis-shapen  feet 
Mune  material,  which,  besides  the  old  book 
hich  she  seemed  to  be  busied,  sustained  a 
'  the  coarse  unleavened  bread  used  by  the 
sasants  of  Norway,  together  with  a  jar  of 

;nu8  Troil  remained  a  minute  in  silence 
upon  his  kinswoman,  while  the  singulari- 
ler  mansion  inspired  Brenda  with  much 
id  changed,  though  but  for  a  moment,  the 
holy  and  abstracted  mood  of  Minna,  into 
ig  of  interest  not  unmixed  with  awe.  The 
was  interrupted  by  the  Udaller,  who,  un- 
on  the  one  hand  to  give  his  kinswoman 
y  and  denrous  on  the  other  to  shew  that  be 
t  daunted  by  a  reception  so  singular,  open- 
conversation  thus:— 


I  pvt  joa  good  e\n,  cousb  Nonift  ay 
I  here  comut  far  to  see  joo.* 
cjes  firom  her  ToluaM^  loobl 
fal  £1  her  Tiaman^  dicn  lei  them  quiedy  ink 
is'WA  «B  dbe  iof  vith  whkii  die  vemedtobe 


^^jj  J  aid  IL^gnm^ '^  take  your  owB 

vith  yoa  can  wait  your  lo- 


vof  :he  ape*  acK€eaq[iiarlcraf  aBuIeoff;yQa 
BIT  see  die  faiikiws  faraaknig  GO  a  topaiast  higjb. 
CKir  kiasvonan  has  got  a  preUy  seal  too— Ha|^ 
wajc^i^.  BIT  man,  whev,  whew  P 

The  seal  took  no  further  nocioe  of  the  UdaU 
^"$  aiTanoes  to  acquaintauee,  than  by  uttering 
a  k>v  ^TowL 

**  He  if  not  so  well  trained,^  continued  the 
Cdiljer.  affecting  an  air  of  ease  and  unoonoero^ 
**  as  Peter  \IacBaw\  the  old  jxper  of  Stomowaf » 
who  had  a  seal  that  fljqpped  its  tail  to  the  tune  of 
Ca&T^iv,  and  acknowledged  no  other  whatsoever. 
Well,  cousin,'*  he  oondnded,  observing  that  Nob- 
na  closed  her  book,  ^  are  you  gung  to  give  us  a 
wekome  at  last,  or  must  we  go  farther  than  our 
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^lood-icbtkm^s  bouse  to  seek  one,  and  that  when 
"^CTeningiB  wearii^late  apace  ?** 

f^  Ye  dull  and  hard-hearted  generation,  as  deaf 
at  the  adder  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer.^  answer- 
fld  Nona,  addresung  thenii  <^  why  come  ye  to 
me  ?— You  have  slighted  every  warning  I  could 
give  of  the  coming  harm,  and  now  that  it  hath 
come  upon  you,  ye  seek  my  counsel  when  it  can 
avail  you  notlung^^^ 

'*  Look  you,  kinswoman,^  siud  the  Udaller, 
with  his  usual  frankness,  and  boldness  of  manner 
and  accent,  '^  I  must  needs  tell  you  that  your 
courtesy  is  something  of  the  coarsest  and  the 
coldest.  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  saw  an  adder, 
in  regard  there  are  none  in  these  parts ;  bu  t  touch- 
ing my  own  thoughts  of  what  such  a  thing  may 
be,  it  cannot  be  termed  suitable  comparison  to 
me  or  to  my  daughters,  and  that  I  would  have 
you  to  know.  For  old  acquaintance,  and  certain 
other  reasons,  I  do  not  leave  your  house  upon  the 
instant ;  but  as  I  came  hither  in  all  kindness  and 
cnvility,  so  I  pray  you  to  receive  me  with  the  like, 
otherwise  we  will  depart,  and  leave  shame  on  your 
inhospitable  threshold.'" 

10 
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^*  How  i^  said  Nchue,  *^  dare  you  use  sodi 
bold  language  in  the  house  of  one  from  whom  all 
men,  from  whom  you  yourself,  come  to  solicit 
counsel  and  aid  ?  They  who  speak  to  the  ReiniK 
kennar,  must  lower  thdr  voice  to  her  before  whom 
winds  and  waves  hush  both  blast  and  billow.^ 

'^  Blast  and  billow  may  hush  themselves  if  they 
will,^  replied  the  peremptory  Udaller,  '<  but  that 
will  not  I.  I  speak  in  the  house  of  my  friend  as 
in  my  own,  and  strike  sail  to  none.^ 

"  And  hope  ye  by  this  rudeness  to  compel 
me  to  answer  to  your  interrogatories  ?^  replied 
Noma. 

**  Kinswoman,^  replied  Magnus  Troil,  ^<  I 
know  not  so  much  as  you  of  the  old  Norse  sagas^ 
but  this  I  know,  that  when  kempies  were  wont, 
long  since,  to  seek  the  habitations  of  the  gall-dra* 
gons  and  spae-women,  they  came  with  their  axes 
on  their  shoulders,  and  their  good  swords  drawn  in 
their  hands,  and  compeUed  the  power  whom  they 
invoked  to  listen  to  and  to  answer  them,  ay  were 
it  Odin  himself.'' 

**  Kinsman,''  replied  Noma,  arising  from  her 
seat  and  coming  forward,  ^<  thou  hast  qpoken 
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well  and  in  good  time  for  thyself  and  thy  daugh- 
ters; for  badst  thou  turned  from  my  threshold 
without  extorUng  an  answer,  moming^s  sun  had 
never  again  shone  upon  you.  The  spirits  who 
serve  me  are  jealous,  and  will  not  be  employed  in 
aught  that  may  benefit  humanity,  unless  their 
service  is  commanded  by  the  undaunted  importu- 
nity of  the  brave  and  the  free.  And  now  speak, 
what  wouldst  thou  have  of  me  ?^ 

**  My  daughter's  health,^  replied  Magnus, 
**  which  no  remedies  have  been  able  to  restore.^ 

*•  Thy  daughter's  health,''  answered  Norna ; 
«  and  what  is  the  maiden's  ailment  ?" 

**  The  phyrician,"  said  Troil,  "  must  name 
the  disease.  All  that  I  can  tell  thee  of  it  is——" 

**  Be  silent,"  said  Noma,  interrupting  him,  **  I 
know  all  thou  canst  tell  me,  and  more  than  thou 
thyself  knowest.  Sit  down  all  of  you — and  thou, 
nuuden,"  she  said,  addressing  Minna,  ^*  sit  thou 
in  that  chair,"  pointing  to  the  place  she  had  just 
left,  **  once  the  seat  of  Giervada,  at  whose  voice 
the  stars  hid  their  beams,  and  the  moon  herself 
grew  pale." 

Minna  moved  with  slow  and  tremulous  step 
towards  the  rude  seat  which  was  thus  indicated 
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to  bcr,  which  was  oompoeed  of  stone,  fiomedii' 
to  the  shape  of  a  diair  by  the  raug^  and  undol- 
fill  hand  of  some  ancient  Grotluc  artist. 

Brenda,  creeping  as  dose  as  poadble  U>  her  fa" 
ther^  seated  herself  along  with  him  upon  a  bcS"^ 
at  some  distance  firom  Minna,  and  kept  herej^ 
with  a  mixture  ci  fear,  pity,  and  anzie^,  cloi^ 
fixed  upon  her.    It  would  be  difficult  altoge^ 
to  decypher  the  emotions  by  which  this  naaaiit^ 
and  afiectionate  girl  was  agitated  at  themomest 
Defidoit  in  her  sister^s  predominating  quafi^  d 
high  imaginadon,  and  little  credulous,  of  counei 
to  the  marvellous,  she  could  not  but  entertaia 
some  vague  and  indefinite  fears  on  her  own  m> 
count,  concerning  the  nature  of  the  some  whick 
was  soon  to  take  place.    Butthese  werein  aman- 
nerswaUowed  up  inher  apprehensions  cm  the  soon 
of  her  sister,  who^  with  a  frame  so  much  weak* 
ened,  spirits  so  much  exhausted,  and  a  mind  s» 
susceptible  of  the  impresnons  which  all  aroivid 
her  was.  calculated  to  excite,  now  sat  pensirdy 
resigned  to  the  agoicy  of  one,  whose  treatment 
might  produce  the  most  baneful  efiects  upon  such 
a  subject. 

Brenda  gazed  at  Minna,  who  sat  in  that  nide 
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^hairofdaEkstODe,  her  finely  formed  shape  and 

ixolii awkiDg  the  stroogestoontrast  with  its  pooh 

dfi&Nis  and  irregular  angles,  her  cheek  and  lips 

^  pde  asday,  and  her  eyes  turned  upward,  and 

^gMl  with  the  mixture  of  resignation  and  es* 

cifad  enthunasm,  which  belonged  to  her  disease 

^iidlier  character.  The  younger  sister  then  look- 

^  on  Noma,  who  muttered  to  herself  in  a  low 

monotaioua  manner,  as,  gliding  from  one  place  to 

^Dolfaer,  she  collected  di&rent  articles,  which  she 

pisoed  one  by  one  on  the  table.  And  lastly,  Bren» 

da  looked  anxiously  to  her  father,  to  gather,  if  pos- 

aUe,  fiom  his  countenance,  whether  he  entertain* 

sdany  part  of  her  own  fears  for  the  consequences 

oC  tha  scene  which  was  to  ensue,  considering  the 

state  at  Minna^s  health  and  spirits.   But  Magnus 

TiQil  seemed  to  have  no  such  apprehensions,  but 

^wed  with  stem  composure  Nomads  prepanu 

tioQH^  and^  appeared  to  w^t  the  event  with  the 

compoiure  of  one,  who,  confiding  in  the  skill  of  a 

TOcdical  iurtist,  sees  him  preparing  to  enter  upon 

some  important  and  painful  operation,  in  the  issue 

of  which  iie  is  interested  by  friendship  or  by  a£> 

fecliop« 


-Mr  2nniinr  n 


.'"est  X- 


inviiil  wiKii  iMr[V^ 
oadiesioBetaUe 
vtkiesy  mi  iMg 
«siaa  fdil  01  dbncovst 
dkBtxJad.  Shete 
dtac  I  VIS  avire  of 
mag  bcfere  joa  jotf- 
aboizid  I  efae  harrebni 
bedoae?— Maa- 


ov  presBBg  her  lundto 


JT  VOL  JT 


jwz.  ber  £idier  and  her 
vSe  speech  of  one  who 
aal  dto  ill,  it  nuiT  be  thtt 
serere,  which 


tk^  iaciiess 


.*ur  xcK  r  T>f  w^  cc  eti^soeoce 


dau  and  the  cje 
the  vfaoiesome  sCiem 
troubiedy  our  limbs 
in  a  summer*s  sun ; 
are  passed  and  gone ; 


'I  IF K   riH.xiK.  1:) 

what  remains  is  the  dream  of  lost  happiness,  or 
tlie  fear  of  inevitable  evil.  But  the  Reimkennar 
xnust  to  hei^  work— -well  it  is  that  I  have  prepared 
tbemeans.^ 

She  threw  off  her  long  dark-coloured  mantle, 
and  stood  before  them  in  her  short  jacket  of  light- 
blue  wadmaal,  with  its  skirt  of  the  same  stuff, 
£EUicifully  embroidered  with  black  velvet,  and 
bound  at  the  waist  with  a  chain  or  girdle  of  sil- 
ver, formed  into  singular  devices.  Noma  next 
undid  the  fillet  which  bound  her  grizzled  hmr, 
and  shaking  her  head  wildly,  caused  it  to  fall  in 
dishevelled  abundance  over  her  face  and  around 
her  shoulders,  so  as  almost  entirely  to  hide  her 
features.  She  then  placed  a  small  crudble  on 
the  chafing  dish  already  mentioned,— dropped 
a  few  drops  from  a  vial  on  the  charcoal  below, 
—pointed  towards  it  her  wrinkled  forefinger, 
which  she  had  previously  moistened  with  liquid 
irom  another  small  bottle,  and  said  with  a  deep 
voice,  "  Fire,  do  thy  duty  ^ — and  the  words 
were  no  sooner  spoken,  than,  probably  by  some 
chemical  combination  of  which  the  spectators 
were  not  aware,  the  charcoal  which  was  imdcr 


fire,  and  her  ^es  fladied  fiooi  uBoOf 

like  those  of  a  wild  animal  from  its  < 
fiercely  till  the  whole  was  in  an  iot 
She  paused  a  moment  from  her  tml 
tering  that  the  elemental  sjnrit  must  1 
rcdted  in  her  usual  monotonoua,  yd 
of  chaunting,  the  following  tumli 

"  Thou  N  needful,  yet  w  drad. 
With  cloudy  crat,  and  wing  of  red ; 
Thou,  without  whose  genid  breath 
The  North  would  deep  the  sleep  of  i 
Who  deign'st  to  waim  the  cottage  hi 
Yet  hurla  proud  palicet  to  earthy— 
Bri^totj  keenest  of  the  Powers, 
Which  form  and  rule  this  world  oft 
With  my  rhyme  of  Runi<^  I 
Thank  thee  fbr  thy  agency." 

She  then  severed  a  portion  ttoa, 
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I  <if  tlie  fighted  charcoal,  and,  as  it  mdted,  she 


"  Old  Rehnkemiar,  to  thy  art 
Mother  Hertha  aends  her  part ; 
She,  whoae  gracioua  hounty  givea 
Needfbl  fiood  to  all  that  liv^a. 
Fran  the  deep  mine  of  the  North, 
Came  the  mystic  metal  forth, 
Doom'dj  amidat  di^ointed  stones. 
Long  to  cear  a  champion's  bones, 
SWahnmed  my  charms  to  aidp— 
Mother  Earth,  my  thanks  are  paid." 

She  thai  poured  out  some  water  from  the  jar 
o  I  large  cup,  or  goblet,  and  sung  once  more, 
dre  dowly  sfirred  it  round  with  the  end  of  her 

''  Girdle  of  our  islands  dear. 
Element  of  Water,  hear ! 
Thou  whose  power  can  ovcxwhelm 
Broken  mounds  and  ruined  realm 

On  the  lowly  Belgian  strand ; 
All  thy  fiercest  rage  can  never 
Of  our  soil  a  i\irk>ng  sever 

From  our  rock-defended  land ; 
Play  then  gently  thou  tliy  part. 
To  assist  old  Noma's  art." 


16 


Sae  ihen.  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  removed  tk 
crjchie  from  ibe  chafing  dish,  and  pound  tk 
iieai.  Dov  enareiT  mdted,  into  the  bowl  of  water, 
repeating  ai  the  same  time— 


Its,  eidi  ottKT  greetiDg, 
Gifti  md  pffwv  ittend  your  oectiiig !" 

The  mdted  lead,  spattering  as  it  fell  into  the 

vaser«  fbfmed,  of  ooune^  the  usual  oomUoaW 

of  xmecular  forms  niiich  is  fimwlMr  to  all  wboin 

childhood  hare  made  the  experiment,  and  fen 

vhich,  according  to  our  childish  fiuicy,  we  mtj 

hare  sdected  portions  bearing  some  reseroblancc 

to  domestic  articles— the  tools  of  mechanics,  or 

the  like.    Noma  seemed  to  busy  herself  in  some 

such  researches,  for  she  examined  the  mass  of 

lead  with  scrupulous  attention,  and  detached  it 

into  different  pcntions,  without  apparently  being 

able  to  find  a  fragment  in  the  form  which  she 

desired. 

At  length  she  again  muttered,  rather  as  speak- 
ing to  herself  than  to  her  guests,  *<  He,  the  View- 
less,  will  not  be  omitted,- he  will  have  his  tribute 
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in  the  work  to  which  he  f^vcs  nothing.—- 
1  compiler  of  the  clouds,  thou  alao  shall  hear 
oice  of  the  Reimkennar.^ 
\UB  speaking,  Noma  once  more  threw  the  lead 
the  crudUe,  where,  hissing  and  spattering 
e  wet  metal  touched  the  sides  of  the  red-hot 
ly  it  was  soon  again  reduced  into  a  state  of 
n.     The  Sybil  meantime  turned  to  a  comer 
e  apartment,  and  opening  suddenly  a  win- 
which  looked  to  the  north-west,  let  in  the 
radiance  of  the  sun,  now  lying  almost  level 
a  great  mass  of  red  clouds,  which,  boding 
e  tempest,  occupied  the  edge  of  the  horizon, 
aemed  to  brood  over  the  billows  of  the  bouod- 
ea.    Turning  to  tliis  quarter,  from  which  a 
oUow  moaning  breeze  then  blew.  Noma  ad- 
id  the  spirit  of  the  winds,  in  tones  which 
d  to  resemble  his  own : — 

"  Thouy  that  over  billows  dark 
Sofdj  send'st  the  fisher's  bark,— 
Giving  bim  a  path  and  motion 
Throogb  the  wildcmcsB  of  ocean ; 
..  Til.  B 
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Thou^  that  when  the  bOlows  hnve  je. 
O'er  the  shelyes  can'st  drive  the  nayy,— 
Did'st  thou  chafe  as  one  neglected. 
While  thy  brethren  were  respected  ? 
To  appease  thee,  see,  I  tear 
This  ML  grasp  of  grizded  hair ; 
Oft  thy  breath  hath  throu^  it  sung^ 
Softening  to  my  magic  tongoe,— 
Now  'tis  thine  to  bid  it  fly 
Through  the  wide  expanse  of  sky, 
'Mid  the  countless  swarms  to  sail 
Of  wild-fowl  wheeling  on  thy  gale ; 
Take  thy  portion  and  rcgdoe,— 
Spirit,  thou  hast  heard  my  voice  !"— 

Norna  accompanied  these  words  with  the  actk0 
which  they  described^  tearing  a  lock  of  hsit  with 
vehemence  from  her  head,  and  strewing  it  xxff^ 
the  wind  as  she  continued  her  recitation.    She 
then  shut  the  casement,  and  again  involved  the 
chamber  in  the  dubious  twilight,  which  best  suited 
her  character  and  oocupadon.    The  melted  leid 
was  once  more  emptied  into  the  water,  and  the 
various  whimsical  conformationswhichitreoeivei 
from  the  operation  were  examined  with  great  care 
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the  Sybil,  who  at  length  seemed  to  inUmate, 
voice  and  gesture^  that  her  spell  bad  been  suc- 
rfiiL  She  selected  from  the  fused  metal  a  piece 
Hit  the  aae  of  a  small  nut,  bearing  in  shape 
lose  resemblance  to  that  of  the  human  heart, 
I  approaching  Minna,  again  spoke  in  song  :-^- 

'*  She  who  feits  by  hamited  well. 

Is  salject  to  the  Nixies'  spell ; 

She  who  walks  on  lonely  beach. 

To  the  Mennaid's  charmed  speedi ; 

She  who  walks  nmnd  ring  of  green. 

Offends  the  peevish  Fairy  Queen ; 

And  she  who  takes  rest  in  the  Dwarfie's  cafe, 

A  weary  weird  of  woe  shaU  have« 

**  By  ring,  by  spring,  by  cave,  by  ihore, 
Minna  Troil  has  brayed  aU  this  and  more ; 
And  yet  bath  the  root  of  her  sorrow  and  ill 
A  sooroe  that's  more  deep  and  more  mystical 
stilL"— 


whose  attention  had  been  latterly  some- 
ng  disturbed  by  reflections  on  her  own  secret 
Tow^  now  suddenly  recalled  it,  and  looked 
jierly  cm  NcHiaa  as  if  she  expected  to  learn  from 
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her  ill  Its  iijf  thing  of  deq>  interest  Thenor- 
iheni  SjhO,  meuiwlule,  proceeded  to  pierce  the 
piece  of  lead,  vhidi  bore  the  form  of  a  heait,  and 
Id  fix  inkapieeeafgoldw]ie,by  whichitmigiit 
be  attKhed  to  a  chain  or  neck-bee.  She  thtt 
pffooeeoea  ni  ner  rn jme. 


<*  Thorn  arc  mAim  a  demoa's  hold. 

More  viie  dun  Hcnub  More  itraag  Oiiii  TnU; 

3  o  ftiieu  HaB  w  sweet  ai  ae«*"~ 

No  &T  lyeia^  l^^ter  €b  the  ka  ; 

Na  ctta  paptr  latfh  hdU*  the  art 

Ta  a>och,  ta  WMnt,  to  wrug  the  hevty-^ 

Ltfe-Usod  fitiaa  the  cheek  to  draui, 

Dreach  the  eyey  and  dry  the  Teia. 

Maiden,  ere  we  fiother  go, 

Doest  than  aote  bm^  aj  or  no  ?" 

Minna  replied  in  the  same  rii  jthmical  manocr, 
which,  in  jest  and  earnest,  was  fiequentlj  usedbj 
the  ancient  Scandinavians :— - 

"  I  mark  thee,  mv  mother,  both  word,  look,  and  apt 
Sfok  on  with  thy  iiddIe-»to  read  it  be  mine.* 

^  Now,  hearen  and  every  saint  be  praisedf 
sttd  Magnus ;  ^'  they  are  the  first  words  to  the 
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purpose,  which  she  hath  spoken  these  many 
days.'* 

<<  And  they  are  the  last  which  she  shall  speak 
for  many  a  month,''  said  Norna,  incensed  at  the 
iDtemipUon,  ''  if  you  again  break  the  progress 
of  my  spell.  Turn  your  faces  to  the  wall,  and 
look  not  hitherward  again,  imder  penalty  of 
my  severe  displeasure.  You,  Magnus  Troil, 
from  hard-hearted  audadty  of  spirit,  and  you, 
Brenda,  from  wanton  and  idle  disbelief  in  that 
which  is  beyond  your  bounded  comprehension, 
are  unworthy  to  look  on  this  mystic  work ;  and 
the  glance  of  your  eyes  mingles  with,  and  weak* 
ens  the  spell ;  for  the  powers  cannot  brook  dis- 
trust.'' 

Unaccustomed  to  be  addressed  in  a  tone  so 
peremptory,  Magnus  would  have  made  some 
angry  reply;  but  reflecting  that  the  health  of 
Minna  was  at  stake,  and  considering  that  she 
who  spoke  was  a  woman  of  many  sorrows,  he 
suppressed  his  anger,  bowed  his  head,  shrugged 
his  shoulders,  assumed  the  prescribed  posture, 
averting  his  head  from  the  table,  and  turning 
towards  the  wall.     Brenda  did  the  same,  on  re- 
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eokiiiicd  deeplj  at  the  last  ooti}MJ^ 
as  she  tnkd  not  to  interpret  it,  tht 
completd J  acquainted  with  tbe  «- 
rhersonov.    The  same  oonrictioB 
kd  the  Hniden  to  hope  in  the  fiivouiaUe  ifluei 
vhkh  the  Sybil  seemed  to  prophesy ;  and  not 
leutmim^  to  express  her  fedngs  in  any  manner 
■Kve  iniel%ihle,  she  pressed  Noraa^s  witbcicd 
hand  vith  all  the  vamth  of  affectionyfirsttober 
fareatt  and  then  to  her  bosom,  bedewing  it  attk 
with 
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With  more  of  human  feeling  than  she  usually 
exhibited.  Noma  extricated  her  hand  from  the 
grasp  of  the  poor  girl^  whose  tears  now  flowed 
freely,  and  then,  with  more  tenderness  of  mamier 
than  she  had  yet  shewn,  she  knotted  the  leaden 
heart  to  a  chain  of  gold,  and  hung  it  around 
Minna*s  neck,  singing  as  she  performed  that  last 
branch  of  the  spell,-^ 

''  Be  patient^  be  patient,  for  Patience  hath  power 

To  ward  us  in  danger,  like  mantle  in  shower ; 

A  fairy  gift  you  best  may  hold 

In  a  chain  of  &iry  gold  ;~- 

Tbe  chain  and  the  gift  are  each  a  true  token. 

Hut  not  without  warrant  old  Noma  has  spoken ; 

But  thy  nearest  and  dearest  most  never  bdiold 

them. 
Tin  time  shall  accomplish  the  truths  I  have  told 

them." 

The  verses  being  concluded.  Noma  carefully 
arranged  the  chain  around  her  patient'^s  neck  so 
as  to  hide  it  in  her  bosom,  and  thus  ended  the 
qpell,— a  spell  which,  at  the  moment  I  record 
these  incidents,  it  is  known  has  been  lately  prac- 
tised in  Zetland,  where  any  decline  of  heal^, 
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without  apparent  cause,  is  imputed  by  the  lower 
orders  to  a  demon  having  stolen  the  heart  fitn 
the  body  of  the  patient,  and  where  the  experi- 
ment of  supplying  the  deprivation  by  a  kaden 
one,  prepared  in  the  manner  described,  has  been 
resorted  to  within  these  few  years.     In  a  mets^ 
phorical  sense^  the  disease  may  be  conadered  is 
a  general  one  in  all  parts  of  the  world ;  but,  is 
this  simple  and  original  remedy  is  peculiar  to  the 
isles  of  Thule,  it  were  unpardonable  not  to  pre- 
serve it  at  length,  in  a  narrative  connected  with 
Scottish  antiquities. 

A  second  time  Noma  reminded  her  patient, 
that  if  she  shewed,  or  spoke  of,  the  fairy  gifts, 
their  virtue  would  be  lost— a  belief  so  common 
as  to  be  received  into  the  superstitions  of  all  na- 
tions. Lastly,  unbuttoning  the  collar  which  she 
had  just  fastened,  she  shewed  her  a  link  of  the 
gold  chain,  which  Minna  instantly  recognized  as 
that  formerly  given  by  Noma  to  Mordaunt  Mer- 
toun.  This  seemed  to  intimate  he  was  yet  alive^ 
and  under  Nomads  protection ;  and  she  gazed  on 
her  with  the  most  eager  curiosity.  But  the  Sybil 
imposed  her  finger  on  her  lips  in  token  of  alence, 
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md  a  aeooiid  time  involved  the  chain  in  those 
Soldi  wfaidi  modestly  and  closely  veiled  one  of 
the  mart  beautiful,  as  well  as  one  of  the  kindest 
boaoms  in  the  world. 

Noma  then  extinguished  the  lighted  charcoal, 
and,  as  the  water  hissed  upon  the  glowing  em- 
bers, commanded  Magnus  and  Brenda  to  look 
aiound,  and  behold  her  task  accomplished. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

8ee  yonder  woman,  whom  our  swaini  rerere. 

And  dread  in  secret,  while  they  take  her  oouniel 

When  sweetheart  shall  be  kind,  or  when  cross  dame  ihilld»; 

MTbere  lurks  the  thief  who  stole  the  iflTer  tankaid. 

And  how  the  pestilent  murrain  may  be  cured— 

This  sage  adviser's  mad,  stark  mad,  my  friend ; 

Yet,  in  her  madness,  hath  the  art  and  canning 

To  wring  fools'  secrets  from  their  inmost  bosoms, 

And  pay  inquirers  with  the  coin  they  gave  her. 

It  seemed  as  if  Norna  had  indeed  full  right  to 
claim  the  gratitude  of  the  Udaller  for  the  im- 
proved condition  of  his  daughter's  health.    She 
once  more  threw  open  the  window,  and  l^Giuiai 
drying  her  eyes  and  advancing  with  aflectionate 
confidence,  threw  herself  on  her  father'^s  xuBfkf 
and  asked  his  forgiveness  for  the  trouble  she  had 
of  late  occasioned  to  him.     It  is  unnecessary  to 
add,  that  this  was  at  once  granted,  widi  a  full. 
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though  rough  burst  of  parental  tenderness,  and 
as  many  dose  embraces  as  if  his  child  had  been 
juat  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death.  When 
Magnus  had  dismissed  Minna  from  his  arms,  to 
Atrow  herself  into  those  of  her  aster,  and  express 
Id  her,  rather  by  kisses  and  tears  than  in  words, 
die  regret  she  entertained  for  her  late  wayward 
oonduct,  theUdaller  thought  proper,  in  the  mean- 
tune,  to  pay  his\thanks  to  their  hostess,  whose 
skill  had  proved  so  efficacious.  But  scarce  had 
be  come  out  with,  ^^  Much  respected  kinswo- 
man^  I  am  but  a  plain  old  Norse-man,^— when 
she  interrupted  him,  by  pressing  her  finger  on 
her  Hpe. 

^  There  are  those  around  us,^  she  said,  ^<  who 
moat  hear  no  mortal  voice,  witness  no  sacrifice  to 
mortalfeelings— there  are  times  when  they  mutiny 
even  against  me,  thdr  sovereign  mistress,  because 
I  am  still  shrouded  in  theflesh  of  humanity.  Fear, 
lherefore,and  b^  silent.  I,  whose  deeds  have  raised 
me  frroii  the  low-sheltered  valley  of  life,  where 
dwell  its  social  wants  and  common  charities ; — I, 
who  have  bereft  the  Giver  of  the  Gift  which  he 
gaye^  and  st^nd  alone  on  s^  cliff  of  immeasurable 


28  THE   PI  BATE. 

• 

height,  detached  from  earth,  save  finom  the  small 
portion  that  supports  my  miserable  tread— -laloae 
am  fit  to  cope  inth  these  sullen  mates.  Fear  Bot| 
therefore,  but  yet  be  not  too  bold^  and  kt  dsi 
night  to  you  be  one  of  fasting  and  of  prayer  * 

If  the  Udaller  had  not,  before  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  the  operation,  been  disposed  to  diqpiite 
the  commands  of  the  Sylul,  it  may  well  be  be* 
lieved  he  was  less  so  now,  that  it  had  terminated 
to  all  appearance  so  fortunately.      So  he  Ml 
down  in  silence,  and  seized  upon  a  volume  wlueb 
lay  near  him  as  a  sort  of  desperate  efibrt  to  & 
vert  ennui,  for  on  no  other  occasion  had  Magnni 
been  known  to  have  recourse  to  a  book  for  thrt 
purpose.     It  chanced  to  be  a  book  much  to  hii 
mind,  being  the  well-known  work  of  Olaus  Mag- 
nus, upon  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Northern 
nations.     The  book  is  unluckily  in  the  Latin 
language,  and  the  Danske  or  Dutch  were  tftbei 
of  them  much  more  familiar  to  the  Udaller.  But 
then  it  was  the  fine  edition,  which  contains  repre- 
sentations of  the  war-chariots,  fishing  ezj^oits, 
warlike  exercises,  and  domestic  employments  of 
the  Scandinavians,  executed  on  o^^rplates; 
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and  thus  the  infonnatjon  which  the  work  refused 
to  the  undentandiDg,  was  addressed  to  the  eye, 
which,  as  is  well  known  both  to  old  and  young, 
answers  the  purpose  of  amusement  as  well,  if  not 
better. 

Meanwhile  the  two  sisters,  pressed  as  close  to 
each  other^s  ude  as  two  flowers  on  the  same  stalk, 
aate  with  their  arms  reciprocally  passed  over  each 
odier's  dioulder,  as  if  they  feared  some  new  and 
mlbreaeen  cause  of  coldness  was  about  to  snatch 
tfieni  from  each  other^s  side,  and  interrupt  the 
sttter-like  harmony  which  had  been  but  just  re- 
stored. Noma  sat  opposite  to  them,  sometimes 
levc^Ting  the  large  parchment  volume  with  which 
they  had  found  her  employed  at  their  entrance, 
and  sometimes  gazing  on  the  asters  with  a  fixed 
look,  in  which  an  interest  of  a  kind  unusually 
tender  seemed  occasionally  to  disturb  the  stem 
and  rigorous  solemnity  of  her  countenance.  All 
was  still  and  silent  as  death,  and  the  subsiding 
emotions  of  Brenda  had  not  yet  permitted  her 
to  wonder  whether  the  remaining  hours  of  the 
evening  were  to  be  passed  in  the  same  manner. 
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when  the  scene  of  tranquiUity  was  suddenly  in- 
terrupted by  the  entrance  of  the  dwarf  Paodet^oTy 
as  the  Udaller  called  him,  Nicholas  Stnunpfer. 
Noma  darted  an  angry  glance  cm  theintrudcTi 
who  seemed  to  deprecate  her  resoitment  by  hold- 
ing up  his  hands  and  uttering  a  babbling  soaod; 
then,  instantly  resorting  to  his  usual  mode  of  con- 
versadon^heexpressed  himsdf  byavarietyof  ogns 
made  rapidly  upon  his  fingers,  and  as  rapidly  an- 
swered by  his  mistress,  so  that  the  young  women, 
who  had  never  heard  of  such  an  art,  and  now  saw 
it  practised  by  two  bdngs  so  singular,  almost  con- 
ceived their  mutual  intelligence  the  work  of  en- 
chantment   When  they  had  ceased  thdr  inter- 
course. Noma  tumed  to  Magnus  Troil  with 
much  haughtiness,  and  said,  *^  How,  my  kins- 
man, have  you  so  far  forgot  yourself,  as  to  bring 
earthly  food  into  the  house  of  the  Rdmkennar, 
and  make  preparations  in  the  dwelling  of  Power 
and  of  Despair,  for  refection,  and  wassail,  and  re- 
velry?— Speak  not— answer  not,^  she  ssud;  ^'tbe 
duration  of  the  cure  which  was  wrought  even 
now  depends  on  your  silence  and  obedience**- 
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bandy  but  a  single  look  or  word  with  me,  and 
the  latter  ccHidition  of  that  maiden  shall  be  worse 
than  the  first'' 

This  threat  was  an  effectual  charm  upon  the 
tongue  of  the  Udaller,  though  he  longed  to  in« 
dulge  it  in  vindication  of  his  conduct 

<<  Follow  me  all  of  you,''  said  Noma,  striding 
to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  *^  and  see  that  no 
one  look  backward— -we  leave  not  this  apartment 
empty,  though  we,  the  children  of  mortality,  be 
removed  from  it" 

She  went  out,  and  the  Udaller  signed  to  his 
daughters  to  follow,  and  to  obey  her  injuncticms. 
The  Sylnl  moved  swifter  than  her  guests  down 
the  rude  descent,  (such  it  might  rather  be  termed, 
than  a  proper  stair-case,)  which  led  to  the  lower 
apartment  Magnus  and  his  daughters,  when  they 
entered  the  chamber,  found  their  own  attendants 
aghast  at  the  presence  and  proceedings  of  Noma 
of  the  Fitful-head. 

They  had  been  previously  employed  in  arran- 
gUig  the  provisions  which  they  had  brought  along 
with  them,  so  as  to  present  a  comfortable  cold 
meal,  as  soon  as  the  appetite  of  the  Udaller, 

18 
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which  was  as  n^lar  as  the  return  of  tide,  AaM 
induce  him  to  deare  some  refreshment ;  and  now 
they  stood  staring  in  fear  and  surprise,  while 
Noma,  seising  upon  one  article  after  another, 
and  well  supported  by  the  xealous  actiyity  of 
Pacolet,  flung  their  whole  preparations  out  of 
the  rude  aperture  which  served  for  a  window, 
and  over  the  diff,  from  which  the  ancient  Boig 
arose,  into  the  ocean,  which  raged  and  foamed 
beneath.    Vifdoy  (dried  beef)  hams,  and  pickled 
pork,  flew  after  each  other  into  empty  space, 
smoked  geese  were  restored  to  the  air,  and  cured 
fish  to  the  sea,  their  native  elements  indeed,  bat 
which  they  were  no  longer  capable  of  traversing; 
and  the  devastation  proceeded  so  rapidly  that  the 
Udaller  could  scarce  secure  from  the  wreck  his 
silver  drinking  cup ;  while  the  large  leathern  flask 
of  brandy,  which  was  destined  to  supply  his  fis- 
vourite  beverage,  was  sent  to  follow  the  rest  of 
the  supper,  by  the  hands  of  Paoolet,  who  regard- 
ed, at  the  same  time,  the  disappointed  Udaller 
with  a  malicious  grin,  as  if,  notwithstanding  his 
own  natural  taste  for  the  liquor,  he  enjoyed  the  di^ 
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appointment  and  surprise  of  Magnus  Troil  still 
more  than  he  would  have  relished  sharing  his 
enjoyment 

The  destruction  of  the  brandy  flask  exhaust* 
ed  the  patience  of  Magnus,  who  roared  out  in  a 
tone  of  no  small  displeasure,  *^  Why,  kinswo- 
man, this  is  wasteful  madneas  ■  where,  aod  on 
what,  would  you  have  us  sup  ?"' 

•*  Where  you  will,''  answered  Noma,  "  and 
on  what  you  will«^ut  not  in  my  dwelling,  and 
not  on  the  food  with  which  you  have  profaned 
it  Vex  my  spirit  no  more,  but  begone  every 
one  of  you  !  You  have  been  here  too  long  for 
my  gfood,  perhaps  for  your  own.'' 

"  How,  kinswoman !"  said  Magnus,  "  would 
you  make  outcasts  of  us  at  this  time  of  night, 
when  even  a  Scotchman  would  not  turn  a  stranger 
from  the  door  ?-*-Bethink  you,  dame,  it  is  shame 
on  our  Uneage  for  ever,  if  this  squall  of  yours 
should  force  us  to  slip  cables,  and  go  to  sea  so 
scantily  provided." 

"  Be  silent,  and  depart,"  said  Noma ;  "  let  it 
suffice,  you  have  got  that  for  which  you  came. 

VOL.  III.  c 
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I  have  no  harbourage  for  mortal  guests,  no  pro- 
vision to  relieve  human  wants.  There  is  beneath 
the  cli£P  a  beach  of  the  finest  sand,  a  stream  of 
water  as  pure  as  the  well  of  Kildinguie,  and  the 
rocks  bear  dulse  as  wholesome  as  that  of  Guiydin; 
and  well  you  wot,  that  the  well  of  Kildinguie  and 
the  dulse  of  Guiydin  will  cure  all  maladies  sife 
Black  Death."* 

«  And  well  I  wot,"  said  the  Udaller,  «•  thati 
would  eat  corrupted  sea-weed  like  a  starHng,  or 
salted  scale's  flesh  like  the  men  of  Burraforth,  or 
whilks,  buckies,  and  lampits,  like  the  poor  sneab 
of  Stroma,  rather  than  break  wheat  bread  and 
drink  red  wine  in  a  house  where  it  is  b^rmdged 
me.— And  yet,"  he  said,  checking  himself,  ^*  I 
am  wrong,  very  wrong,  my  cousin,  to  speak  thus 
to  you,  and  I  should  rather  thank  you  for  what 
you  have  done,  than  upbraid  you  for  folloinog 
your  own  ways.  But  I  see  you  are  impatient— 
we  will  be  all  under  way  presently. — ^And  you,  ye 
knaves,"  addressing  his  servants,  ^*  that  were  ia 

*  So  at  least  sajrs  an  Orkney  proTerb. 
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such  hurry  with  your  service  before  it  was  lack- 
ed, get  out  of  doors  with  you  presently,  and  ma- 
nage to  catch  the  ponies ;  for  I  see  we  must  make 
for  another  harbour  to-night,  if  we  would  not  sleep 
with  an  empty  stomach,  and  on  a  hard  bed."" 

The  domestics  of  Magnus,  already  sufficiently 
alarmed  at  the  violence  of  Nomads  conduct,  scarce 
waited  the  imperious  command  of  their  master 
to  evacuate  her  dwelling  with  all  dispatch  ;  and 
the  Udaller,  with  a  daughter  on  each  arm^  was 
in  the  act  of  following  them,  when  Noma  said 
emj^tically,  **  Stop  !^  They  obeyed,  and  again 
turned  towards  her.  She  held  out  her  hand  to 
Magnus,  which  the  placable  Udaller  instantly 
folded  in  his  own  ample  palm. 

**  Magnus,^  she  said,  "  we  part  by  necessity, 
but,  I  trust,  not  in  anger  ?^ 

*^  Surely  not,  cousin,^  said  the  warm>hearted 
Udaller,  well  nigh  stammering  in  his  hasty  discla- 
mation of  all  unkindness, — "  most  assuredly  not. 
I  never  bear  ill-will  to  any  one,  much  less  to  one 
of  my  own  blood,  and  who  has  piloted  me  with 
her  advice  through  many  a  rough   tide,  as  I 
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obcTcd  br  Minna  widi  awe  aid 
kv  Bbreadawidifiar;  die  oaeuvci  mastered  bjtbB 
jgaocheri—ginmna,  die  other  by  Ibt  fli- 
aaifcTofheimMiiniOoiL  NaniaUieD& 
in  two  ■linutes  after  waidtdwy 
fccai  tbnuehes  bejond  the  bridge,  and  ttaod- 
:ge  vpm  the  rockr  piatfiwm  in  froot  of  the  ai- 
c»!i:  Purest  Burg,  wfaidi  it  was  the  pleasure  of 
dius  sequestocd  female  to  inhafaiL     The  nigiit, 
rVr  ::  v^xs  oov  £iILen,  was  unosually  serene.   A 
or^t  iwiiigfau  whkh  gfinunered  far  orer  the 
5ur£»K  of  the  Ktt«  supplied  the  brief  absence  of 
;he  juomer'sson:  and  the  wares  seemed  to  akcp 
uwder  its  induencr,  so  faint  and  slumberoas  w« 
the  sound  wiih  wfakfa  one  after  another  rolled  oo 
lod  burst  aeaittst  the  foot  of  the  cliff  on 
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they  utood.  In  firont  of  them  stood  the  rugged 
fnrtieeiy  aeeming,  in  the  imifcHrm  gceyness  of  the 
atmosphere,  as  aged,  as  shapeless,  and  as  massive, 
m  the  Kick  on  which  it  was  founded.  Theie  was 
neither  aght  nor  sound  that  indicated  human  har 
bitation,  save  that  from  one  rude  shot-hdLe  glinio 
mened  the  flame  of  the  feeble  lamp  by  which  the 
Sytnl  was  probably  pursuing  her  mystical  and 
Boctumal  studies,  shooting  upon  the  twilight,  in 
wtudk  it  was  soon  lost  and  confounded,  a  single 
line  of  tiny  light ;  bearing  the  same  proportion 
to  that  of  the  atmosphere,  as  the  aged  woman  and 
her  serf,  the  sole  inhabitants  of  that  desert,  did 
to  the  solitude  with  which  they  were  surrounded. 
For  several  minutes,  the  party,  thus  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  expelled  from  the  shelter  where 
they  had  reckoned  to  spend  the  night,  stood  in 
silence,  each  rapt  in  their  own  separate  reflec- 
tions. Minna,  her  thoughts  fixed  on  the  mysti- 
cal  consolation  which  she  had  received,  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  extract  from  the  words  of  Noma 
a  more  distinct  and  intcUigible  meaning;  and  the 
Udallcr  had  not  yet  recovered  his  surprise  at  tlie 
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extru»o  to  which  he  had  been  thus  iriiimaciJlj 
subjected,  under  circumsUnces  that  pitolubitcd 
iim  from  resenting  ms  an  insult,  treatment,  whidii 
in  all  other  respects,  was  so  shcicking  to  the  gemil 
hospitafitr  of  his  nature^  that  he  still  felt  like  one 
dxsposed  to  be  angrr,  if  he  but  knew  how  to  set 
abiNit  it.  Brenda  was  the  first  who  brought  mat- 
ters to  a  point,  by  asking  whone  they  were  to  go^ 
and  how  they  were  to  qiend  the  nighL    The 
quesboQ,  which  was  asked  in  a  tone,  that,  amidst 
its  simpikity,  had  something  dolorous  in  it,  chan- 
ged entirely  the  train  <^  her  father^s  ideas ;  and 
the  unexpected  perplexity  <^  their  situation  now 
striking  him  in  a  comic  point  of  view,  he  laughed 
till  hb  very  eyes  run  over,  while  every  rock  around 
him  rung«  and  the  sleeping  sea-fowl  were  startled 
from  their  repose,  by  the  loud  hearty  explosons 
ot  his  obstreperous  hilarity. 

The  Udaller  s  daughters,  eagerly  representing 
to  their  father  the  risk  of  displeasing  Noma  by 

this  unlimited  indulgence  of  his  mirth,  united 

« 

their  efforts  to  drag  him  to  a  farther  distance  from 
her  dwelling.  Magnus,  yielding  to  their  strength, 
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which,  feeble  as  it  was,  his  own  fit  of  laughing  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  resisting,  suffered  himself 
to  be  pulled  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
Burg,  and  then  escaping  from  their  hands,  and 
atting  down,  or  rather  suffering  himself  to  drop, 
upon  a  large  stone  which  lay  conveniently  by  the 
way-ttde,  he  again  laughed  so  long  and  lustily, 
that  his  vexed  and  anxious-  daughters  became 
afraid  that  there  was  something  more  than  natu- 
ral in  these  repeated  convulsions. 

At  length  his  mirth  exhausted  both  itself  and 
the  Udaller'^s  strength.  He  groaned  heavily, 
wiped  his  eyes,  and  said,  not  without  feeling 
some  desire  to  renew  his  obstreperous  cachinna- 
tkm,  **  Now,  by  the  bones  of  Saint  Magnus,  my 
ancestor  and  namesake,  one  would  imagine  that 
being  turned  out  of  doors,  at  this  time  of  night, 
was  nothing  short  of  an  absolutely  exquisite  jest ; 
for  I  have  shaken  my  sides  till  I  am  sore  at  it. 
There  we  sat,  made  snug  for  the  night,  and  I 
made  as  sure  of  a  good  supper  and  a  can  as  ever 
I  had  been  of  either, — and  here  we  are  all  taken 
aback ;  and  then  poor  Brenda's  doleful  voice>  and 


»; 


ef  Wh^  b  tobe  done,  «1 
sAp  ?  Ib  good  &di,  nnlesoDerf 
needs  imment  the  poif 


Wicffing  us  of 


7»r:  imSffcar  lee.  vchsve 


for 


X  %icc  5^  AHT  ihiW|h  the  tvifight  oo  die  bor* 
s^  ^  £lx?s^WcstnL,  tmd  rough  il  out  as  wA 
M-  IK  cm  ty  dhe  ^wr.  I  tfn  sottt  but  fer  joi| 
rxri^ .  5jr  nooT  a  craoe  heve  I  been  npoa  whci 

crter  aOoraDce  than  ve  are  fike 

vooLd  I  had  but  secured  a  mor- 

a  dfop  for  mjself ;  and  tha 

hai  taen  ban  iaie  to  cwipbim  of.^ 

R'ca  Ai&an  hasmed  to  asmre  the  Udalkr 

the  Hut  cwraiiwi  fee  food- 
*^  Whr.  tka:  is  veu«*  aid  Magnus;  «<  anda) 
f.  I  aili  not  mmpbin  of  mj  ova 
tbooj^h  k  ii  sbarper  than  oonTenieirt. 
mical.XxhoLas  Scnncpfer, — ^whataker 
gaiv  aie  as  be  started  tbe  good  Naati 
d^  saiuvacer !  He  gnnned,  tbe  knavcy  like 
jk  «ai  on  a  sLcrrr.-^Had  it  not  been  fur  resjai§ 


m    h 
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Kxv  kinswoman  Noma,  I  would  have  sent  his 
begotten  body,  atnd  mis-shapen  jolterhead, 
'  my  bonny  flask,  as  surely  as  Saint  Magnus 
it  KirkwaU  T 

y  this  time  the  servants  returned  with  the  po* 
» which  they  had  very  soon  caught — ^these  sen* 
s  anmals  finding  nothing  so  captivating  in  the 
urea  where  they  had  been  suffered  to  stray, 
idined  them  to  resist  the  invitation  again  to 
«ct  themselves  to  saddle  and  bridle.     The 
ipects  of  the  party  were  also  considerably 
roved  by  learning  that  the  contents  of  their 
ipisr-ponies*  burthen  had  not  been  entirely 
eui6ted,«— a  small  basket  having  fortunately 
iped  the  rage  of  Noma  and  Pacolet,  by  the 
idity  with  which  one  of  the  servants  had 
a^t  up  and  removed  it   The  same  domestic, 
ilert  and  ready-witted  fellow,  had  observed 
o  the  beach,  not  above  three  miles  distant 
n  the  Burg,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
their  straight  path,  a  deserted  Skioy  or  fisher- 
fn  hut,  and  suggested  that  they  should  occu- 
it  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  in  order  that  the 


noefai  be  refredxd,  and  the  young  ladies 
ic«sii  ^  nEj^imder  cover  from  theoightnr. 
Wmi  wi^  jve  defiiued  from  great  and  sericMi 
^BUTsrs..  ear  Bood  is»  or  ought  to  be,  grave,  in 
pcvpeitn  CD  dfee  peril  we  have  escaped,  and  the 
jn^isade  (faie  ID proCBctiiig ProTid^ioe.  Butfef 
aEcc^  raise  ^  spirits  noie  naturally,  or  move 
JnrM VssIt.  than  whea  Means  of  extrication  firoB 
JKT  at  the  Icsaer  cnfaaiimMiients  of  life  are  mi- 
de&T  presented  to  us;  and  such  was  the  caie  ii 
:^  present  instance.  The  Udaller,  relieved  firan 
:2ie  apprebefwins  for  lus  daughters  suffering 
*7wt  urijpie^  and  himadf  from  too  mudi  appe- 
ase aod  tco  little  food,  carolled  Norse  ditties,  as 
be  spcmd  Bergen  through  the  twilight,  with  as 
iKjcb  jpee  and  gallantry  as  if  the  night-ride  had 
tv«  entireir  a  m^per  of  his  own  free  dioioe. 
Brahit  lent  her  Toice  to  some  of  his  choruses, 
wbkb  vH*re  echoed  in  ruder  notes  by  the  servantiy 
wbL\  in  that  simple  state  of  society,  were  not  can- 
$kier«d  as  gxiiltj  of  any  breach  of  respect  by  min- 
^:tinq|r  their  voices  with  the  song.  Mimuij  indeed, 
was  as  yet  unequal  to  such  an  effort ;  but  she 
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compelled  herself  to  assume  some  share  in  the 
goieral  hilarity  of  the  meeting ;  and  contrary  to 
ha  conduct  since  the  fatal  morning  which  conclu- 
ded the  Festival  of  Sidnt  John,  she  seemed  to  take 
her  usual  interest  in  what  was  going  on  around 
her,  and  answered  with  kindness  and  readiness 
the  repeated  inquiries  concerning  her  health,  with 
wUch  the  Udaller  every  now  and  then  interrupt- 
ed his  carol.  And  thus  they  proceeded  hy  night, 
a  happier  party  by  far  than  they  had  been  when 
they  traced  the  same  route  on  the  preceding  morn- 
ing; makinglight  of  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  and 
promifflng  themselves  shelter  and  a  comfortable 
night^s  rest  in  the  deserted  hut  which  they  were 
BOW  about  to  approach,  and  which  they  expect- 
ed to  find  in  a  state  of  darkness  and  solitude. 

But  it  was  the  lot  of  the  Udaller  that  day  to 
be  deceived  more  than  once  in  his  calculations. 

**  And  which  way  lies  this  cabin  of  yours, 
Laurie  9"^  said  the  Udaller,  addressing  the  intel- 
ligent domestic  of  whom  we  just  spoke. 

**  Yonder  it  should  be,*^  said  Laurence  Scholey, 
"  at  the  head  of  the  Voe — ^but,  by  my  faith,  if  it 
be  the  place,  there  are  folks  there  before 
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God  and  Saint  Bonan  send  that  they  be  cumy 
company  r 

In  truth  there  was  a  light  in  the  deserted  hut, 
strong  enough  to  glimmer  throu^  every  diink 
of  the  shingles  and  wreck-wood  of  whidi  it  mi 
constructed,  and  to  give  the  whole  cabin  the  jp* 
pearance  of  a  mithy  seen  by  night  The  uu- 
versal  superstition  of  the  Zetlanders  sdzed  upon 
Magnus  and  his  escort. 

They  are  Trowes,^  said  one  voice. 

They  are  witches,^  murmured  another. 

They  are  mermaids,^  muttered  a  third ;  *'aii> 
ly  hear  their  wild  sin^g  r 

All  stopped ;  and,  in  e&ct,  some  notes  of  mu- 
sic were  audible,  which  Brenda,  with  a  voice 
that  quivered  a  little,  but  yet  had  a  turn  of  aidi 
ridicule  in  its  tone,  pronounced  to  be  the  sound 
of  a  fiddle. 

"Fiddle  or  fiend,^  said  the  Udaller,  who, 
if  he  believed  in  such  nightly  apparitions  as  had 
struck  terror  into  his  retinue,  certainly  feared 
them  notr— "  fiddle  or  fiend,  may  the  devil  wash 
mc  if  a  witch  cheats  me  out  of  supper  to-night, 
for  the  second  dme.'*^ 
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So  saying,  be  dismounted,  clenched  his  trusty 
truncheon  in  his  hand,  and  advanced  towards 
the  hut,  followed  by  Laurence  alone ;  the  rest  of 
Ua  retinue  continuing  stationary  on  the  beach, 
beside  his  daughters  and  the  ponies. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

What  ho,  my  jovial  mates  !  come  on  I  well  frolic  it 
Like  fairies  frisking  in  menj  moonshine, 
Seen  by  the  curtal  friar,  who,  from  tome  christening 
Or  some  blithe  bridal,  hies  belated  cell-ward— 
He  starts,  and  changes  his  bold  bottle  swagger 
To  church man*s  pace  professional,  and  ransacking 
His  treacherous  memory  for  some  holy  hymn, 
Finds  but  the  roundel  of  the  midnight  catch. 

The  stride  of  the  Udaller  relaxed  nothing  of 
its  length  or  of  its  firmness  as  he  approached  the 
glimmering  cabin,  from  which  he  now  heard 
distinctly  the  sound  of  the  fiddle.  But  if  still 
long  and  firm,  his  steps  succeeded  each  other  r^ 
ther  more  slowly  than  usual ;  for,  like  a  cautious, 
though  a  brave  general,  Magnus  was  willing  to 
reconnoitre  his  enemy  before  assailing  him.  The 
trusty  Laurence  Scholey,  who  kept  close  behind 
his  master,  now  whispered  into  his  ear,  **  So  help 
me,  sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  ghaist,  if  ghaist  it  be, 
that  plays  so  bravely  on  the  fiddle,  must  be  the 
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ghaist  of  Master  Claud  Halcro,  or  bis  wraith  at 
least;  for  never  was  bow  drawn  across  tbairm 
^hich  brought  out  the  gude  auld  spring  of  *  Fair 
and  Lucky/  so  like  his  ain.^ 

Magnus  was  himself  much  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  for  he  knew  the  blithe  minstrelsy  of  the 
spirited  little  old  man,  and  hailed  the  hut  with  a 
hearty  hilloah,  which  was  immediately  repUed 
to  by  the  cheery  note  of  his  ancient  mess-mate, 
and  Halcro  himself  presently  made  his  appear- 
ance on  the  beach. 

The  Udaller  now  signed  to  his  retinue  to 
come  up,  whilst  he  asked  his  friend,  afler  a  kind 
greeting  and  much  shaking  of  hands,  ^*  How  the 
deyil  he  came  to  sit  there  playing  old  tunes  in  so 
desolate  a  place,  like  an  owl  whooping  to  the 
moon?'^ 

•*  And  tell  me  rather*  Fowde,"  said  Claud 
Halcro,  "  how  you  came  to  be  within  hearing  of 
me ! — ay,  by  my  word,  and  with  your  bonny 
daughters  too  ? — Jarto  Minna  and  Jarto  Brenda, 
I  Ind  you  welcome  to  these  yellow  sands — and 
there  shake  hands,  as  glorious  John,  or  some 
other  body,  says  upon  the  same  occasion.     And 
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how  came  you  here  like  two  fair  swans,  making 
day  out  of  twilight,  and  turning  all  you  8tq>  up- 
on to  silver  ?'''' 

«  «<  You  shall  know  all  about  them  presently/' 
answered  Magnus ;  '*  but  what  mes»-niates  htie 
you  got  in  the  hut  with  you  ?  I  think  I  hoar 
some  one  speaking.^ 

''  None,""  replied  Claud  Halcro,  ''  but  tint 
poor  creature  the  Factor,  and  my  imp  of  a  boy^ 
Giles.  I— but  come  in-*<xime  in->^ere  you  irill 
find  us  starving  in  comfortF— not  so  much  ai  s 
mouthful  of  sour  nllochs  to  be  had  for  lore  or 
money.'*' 

"  That  may  be  in  a  small  part  helped,^  ssd 
the  Udaller ;  ^^  for  though  the  best- of  our  suppar 
is  gone  over  the  Fitful  crags  to  the  sealchies  and 
the  dog-fish,  yet  we  have  got  something  in  tbe 
kit  still.— Here,  Laurie,  bring  up  the  vif^a^ 

"  JokiUf  Jokul  r  *  was  Laurence's  joyful  aa- 
swer ;  and  he  hastened  for  the  basket,  while  the 
party  entered  the  hut. 


♦  JbArw/,— Yes,  sir ;  a  Norse  expression  still  ia  commoa 
use. 

15 
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Here,  in  a  cabin  which  smelled  strongly  of  dried 
fish,  and  whose  sides  and  roof  were  jet-black 
inth  smoke,  they  found  the  unhappy  Triptolemus 
Yellowley,  seated  beside  a  fire  made  of  dried  sea- 
weed, mingled  with  some  peats  and  wreck-wood ; 
hia  aole  ocnnpanion  a  bare-footed  yellow-haired 
Zetland  boy,  who  acted  occasionally  as  a  kind  of 
page  to  Claud  Hakro,  bearing  his  fiddle  on  his 
sbouldors,  saddlmg  his  poney,  and  rendering  him 
■milar  duties  of  kindly  observance.  The  dkcon- 
Mdate  agriculturist,  for  such  his  visage  betoken- 
ed him,  displayed  little  surprise,  and  less  anima- 
tion, at  the  arrival  of  the  Udaller  and  his  compa- 
moDB,  until,  after  the  party  had  drawn  close  to 
the  fire,  (a  neighbourhood  which  the  dampness 
of  the  night-air  rendered  far  from  disagreeable,) 
the  panier  was  opened,  and  a  tolerable  supply  of 
barley-bread  and  hung  beef,  besides  a  flask  of 
brandy,  (no  doubt  smaller  than  that  which  the 
relentless  hand  of  Pacolet  had  emptied  into  the 
ocean,)  gave  assurances  of  a  tolerable  supper. 
Then,  indeed,  the  worthy  Factor  grinned,  chuck- 
led, rubbed  his  hands,  and  inquired  after  ail 
friends  at  Burgh- Westra. 

VOL.  Ill,  D 
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When  they  had  all  partakea  of  this  needful 
lefreshment,  the  Udaller  repeated  hia  inquiiies  at 
Halcro,  and  more  particularly  at  the  Factor^  bov 
they  came  to  be  nestled  in  such  a  remote  ooiaer 
at  such  an  hour  of  night 

^<  Maister  Magnus  Troil,^  said  Triptolemuii 
when  a  second  cup  had  given  him  sfmt$  to  tell 
his  tale  of  woe,  '^  I  would  not  have  you  think 
that  it  is  a  little  thing  that  disturbs  me.  I  caae 
of  that  gridn  that  takes  a  sair  wind  to  shake  it* 
I  have  seen  many  a  Martinmas  and  many  a  WUt- 
sunday  in  my  day,  whilk  are  the  times  peculiarly, 
grievous  to  those  of  my  craft,  and  I  could  aje 
bide  the  bang ;  but  I  think  I  am  like  to  be  dung 
ower  a'^thegither  in  .this  damned. country,  of  youii 
— Gude  forgie  me  for  swearing — ^but  evil  com- 
munication corrupteth  good  manners.^ 

<<  Now,  Heaven  guide  uf,^  said  the  Udat 
ler,  **  what  is  the  matter  with  the  man  ?  Why* 
man,  if  you  will  put  your,  plough  into  new  laady 
you  must  look  to  have  it.  hank  on  a  stone  no# 
and  then — ^You  must  set  us  an  example  of  pa? 
tience^  seeing  you  come  here  for  our  impraria* 
ment.^ 


THK     I'lR  \Tr.  .';! 

^  Add*  tAe  delt  Wab  in  my  feet  Wheil  I  did^,^ 
add  t^  ^uMiDT;:  ^  Ibed  l)^ttei<  hHVe  set  nfysdif' 
tb'&apMvd  diie  oaim  oii'GkKhilid^^ 

<«  But  what  in  it,  sft^  all^^  said  the  Udaftter,- 
«  thit  ha^  befiiUeii  jrou  ?-^what  ig  it  that  yoa 
ooittfdalii  of  i^ 

**  Of  dveiy  thiDg  that  has  chancedtb  me  nnce 
(landed  on  this  island,  which  I  beUeve  was  ao- 
entted'  at  the  very  creation,'"  said  th^  agricultu<*> 
list^  <<  ahd  assigliedas  a  fitting  station  for  soN* 
tfere^  thieves,  whores,  (I  beg  the  ladies^  palidon^)' 
wileb^'lHtches,  and-eVil  spirits.^ 

<^  By  my  faith,  a  goodly  catalogue,^  said  Mag- 
mtt-;  ^*  and  ther^  has  been  -the  day,  that  if  I  had 
heard  you  give  out  the  half  of  it,  I' should' have 
turned  improver  myself,  and  have  tried  to  amend' 
your  manners  with  a  cudgel.'" 

«  Bear  mth  me,''  said  the  Factor,  **  Mhstct* 
Foiwde,  or  Master  UdaUer,  or  whatever  else  they 
may-  call  you,  anda^  yoii  are  strong  be  pitiful, 
and  consider  the  luckless  lot  of  any  inexperienced 
person  who  lights  upon  this  earthly  psffadise  of 
yours.  He  asks  for  drink,  they  bring  him  sour 
whey— no  disparagement  to  yout  brandy,  Powde, 
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which  is  excellent— You  ask  tor  meat,  and  the; 
bring  you  sour  fish  that  Satan  might  choke  up* 
on— You  call  your  labourers  together  and  bid 
them  work ;  it  proves  Saint  Magnus'^s  day,  or 
Saint  Ronan^s  day,  or  some  infernal  saint  or 
other— or  else,  perhaps,  they  have  come  over  the 
bed  with  the  wrong  foot  foremost,  or  they  ha?e 
seen  an  owl,  or  a  rabbit  has  crossed  them,or  tkj 
have  dreamed  of  a  roasted  horse— 4n  short,  no- 
thing is  to  be  done.— Give  them  a  spade,  and  thej 
work  as  if  it  burned  their  fingers ;  but  set  thett 
to  dancing,  and  see  when  they  will  tire  of  funk- 
ing and  flin^g.^ 

*'  And  why  should  they,  poor  bodies,^  ssd 
Claud  Halcro,  *'  as  long  as  there  are  good  fiddlers 
to  play  to  them  ?^ 

<^  Ay,  ay,""  said  Triptolemus,  shaking  his  head, 
«  you  are  a  proper  person  to  uphold  them  in  sudi 
a  humour.  Well,  to  proceed:— I  till  a  piece  dTmy 
best  ground ;  down  comes  a  sturdy  b^gar  that 
wants  a  kail-yard,  or  a  planta-cruiye,  as  you  call 
it,  and  he  claps  down  an  inclosure  in  the  middle 
of  my  bit  shot  of  com,  as  lightly  as  if  he  was 
baith  laird  and  tenant,  and  gainsay  him  wha  likes, 
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there  he  plants  his  luul-plants  !  I  sit  down  to  my 
sorrowful  dinner,  thinking  to  have  peace  and 
quietness  there  at  least ;  when  in  conies  one,  two, 
three,  four,  or  half  a  dozen  of  skelping  long  lads, 
from  some  foolery  or  anither,  misca^  me  for  bar- 
rii^  my  ain  door  agunst  them,  and  eat  up  half 
of  what  my  nster'^s  providence— and  she  is  not 
over  bountiful— has  provided 'for  my  dinner. 
Then  in  comes  a  witch  with  an  ellwand  in  her 
hand,  and  she  raises  the  wind  or  lays  it,  which 
ever  she  likes,  majors  up  and  down  my  house  as 
if  ahe  was  mistress  of  it,  and  I  am  lx>unden  to 
thank  heaven  if  she  carries  not  the  broadside  of 
it  away  with  her  I* 

^  Still,^  said  the  Fowde,  ^*  this  is  no  answer  to 
my  question— how  the  foul  fiend  I  come  to  find 
you  at  moorings  here  7^ 

^  Have  patience,  worthy  nr,^  replied  the  af- 
fficted  Factor,  ^^  and  listoi  to  what  I  have  to  say, 
for  I  fancy  it  will  be  as  well  to  tell  you  the  whole 
matter.  You  must  know,  I  once  thought  that  I 
bad  gotten  a  small  Grod-send,  that  might  have 
made  all  these  matters  eaaer.^ 
^^  How !  a  God-send !  Do  you  mean  a  wreck. 
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Ma&^r  Factor  jP^  Bx^d^uined  ^agous;  ^^  shanne 
upon  yoM,  tba[t  4^Quld  imye  set  ^x^mple  Ip 
others  I"" 

<>  It  was  Jdo  iii^:eGk,'^  .^aid  the  ]Pactors  ^' but  if 
you  must  needs  know,  it  chanoed  that  as  I  niffi 
a  h^aiithrS^ne  in  one  jof  the  old  fhamhrrs  it 
Sjtourhurghy  (for  aiy  asjt^r  is  iounded  that  tbo? 
i§  Utjdie  use  in  jpaogr  fii^erplaces  about  a  boussfasf 
one,  ^n^  I  wanted  jd^  s^ne  to  Jcnock  bear  i^ 
on)r9rwh^,  ^Ij^^t  4k^14  I  light  on  but  a  hoqi 
f ^11  q(  old  coixiSy  silyer  the  ipaiat  £eok  of  thaPf 
hut  wi^  a  bit  j^pkli^  of  gold  aaiaijg  themtpot 
f^eel^  I  thought  ^  W99  a  d^tjr  viodfff^  vA 
so  thought  Babie,  and  we  were  the  ipair  villigf  tp 
put  up  ynth  a  pU/ce  wh&re  th^me  were  siccnalxafr 
ne8t-^;g8— and  we  slade  down  the  stane  canpilf 
over  the  horn,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  W97 
Qonufcppia,  or  horn  of  abundance ;  and  for  fiff- 
tlier  siecurity,  BaJ^ne  wad  visit  the  loom  nugbt 
tyrenty  times  in  th^  da/t  wd  mysell  at  an  ooa 
tin^e,  po  the  boot  of  a^  th^,^ 

^'  On  my  word,  ap4  ^  T^  pretty  amusem^** 
said  Claud  Halcro,  ^'  tq  look  over  a  horn  of  poe'^ 
own  ^ef.    I  qu^on  if  glorious  ^ohn  I)ryden 
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^fer^eojoyed  imch  a  pastittie  in  his  life-— I  am  sure 
I  never  HAJ" 

**  Yes,  bat  you  forget,  Jarto  Claud,"  said  the 
IMattel:,  <*  that  the  Factor  was  cmly  counting  over 
Ibe  wUmej  far  my  Lord  the  Chamberlain.  As 
he  ia  to  keoi  for  his  Lordship^  rights  in  whales 
mA  wredca,  he  would  not  surely  forget  him  in 
ttmmue-troYe.^ 

<*  A-hem  (  a-hcm !  a-he^-he — hem  T  ^ejacula- 
ted  Tri|i(oleiBUs,  sdised  at  the  moment  with  an 
awkwanl  fit  of  coughing,— -^<  no  doubt,  my  Lonfis 
light  in  the  matter  would  have  been  considered, 
btiag  in  the  hand  of  one,  though  I  say  it,  as  just 
m  can  be  found  in  Anjgus-shire.  But  mark  what 
luqpfieDed  of  late !  One  day,  as  I  went  up  to  see 
dtet  all  was  safe  and  snug,  and  just  to  count  out 
die  share  that  should  have  been  his  Lordship^^— 
for  surely  the  labourer,  as  one  may  call  the  finder, 
is  worthy  of  his  hire— nay,  some  learned  men  say, 
that  when  the  finder,  in  point  of  trust  and  in  point 
ai  power,  representeth  the  dominus  or  lord  supe- 
rior, he  takeih  the  whole ;  but  let  that  pass,  as  a 
kittle  question  in  apicibus  juris^  as  we  wont  to  say 
at  Saint  Andrews-— Well,  sir  and  ladies,  when  I 
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went  to  the  upper  chamber^  what  should  I  tee  but 
an  ugsome  ill-shaped,  and  most  uncouth  dmit, 
that  wanted  but  hoo&  and  horns  to  have  made  an 
utter  devil  of  him,  counting  over  the  very  horafol 
of  siller !  I  am  no  timorous  man^  Master  Fowde^ 
but  judging  that  I  should  proceed  with  cautioiiiii 
such  a  matter— ^or  I  had  reason  to  bdieve  that 
there  was  devilry  in  it— I  accosted  him  in  Ladu^ 
(whilk  it  is  maist  becomingto  speak  to  aught  whilk 
taketh  upon  it  as  a  goblin,)  and  conjured  him  tii 
nominCy  and  so  forth,  with  sudi  words  as  my  poor 
learning  could  furnish  of  a  suddenty^  whilk,  to 
say  truth,  were  not  so  many,  nor  altogether  so 
purely  latineezed  as  might  have  been,  had  I  not 
been  few  years  at  college,  and  many  at  the  fJeugh. 
Well,  sirs,  he  started  at  first,  as  one  that  heareth 
that  which  he  expects  not;  but  presently  recover- 
ing himself,  he  wawls  on  me  with  his  grey  eea, 
like  a  wild  cat,  and  opens  his  mouth,  whilk  resem- 
bled the  mouth  of  an  oven,  for  the  de^l  a  tongue 
he  had  in  it  that  I  could  spy,  and  took  upon 
his  ugly  self,  altogether,  the  air  and  bearing  of  a 
bull-dog,  whilk  I  have  seen  loosed  at  a  fur  upon 
a  mad  siaig ;  whereupon  I  was  something  daunt- 
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ed,  and  withdrew  myself  to  call  upon  aster  Babie, 
who  fears  neither  dog  nor  devil,  when  there  is 
in  question  the  little  penny  oiler.  And  truly  she 
niae  to  the  fray  as  I  hae  seen  the  Lindsays  and 
Og^yies  bristle  up,  when  Donald  MacDonnoch, 
or  the  like,  made  a  start  down  frae  the  Highlands 
on  the  braes  of  Islay.  But  an  auld  useless  car- 
line,  called  Tronda  Dronsdaughter,  (they  might 
call  her  Drone  the  sell  of  her,  without  farther 
addition,)  flung  herself  right  in  my  aster'^s  gate, 
and  yelloched  and  skirled,  that  you  would  have 
thoughther  A  whole  generation  of  hounds;  where- 
upon I  judged  it  best  to  make  ae  yoking  of  it, 
and  stop  the  pleugh  until  I  got  my  sister^s  assist- 
ance. Whilk  when  I  had  done,  and  we  mounted 
the  stair  to  the  apartment  in  which  the  said  dwarf, 
devil,  or  other  apparition  was  to  be  seen,  dwarf, 
horn,  and  siller,  were  as  clean  gane  as  if  the  cat 
had  lickit  the  place  where  I  saw  them.^ 

Here  Triptolemus  paused  in  his  extraordinaiy 
narration,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  looked  upon 
each  other  in  surprise,  and  the  Udaller  muttered 
to  Claud  Halcro— -^^  By  all  tokens,  this  must  have 
been  either  the  devil  or  Nicholas  Strumj^er ;  and 
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if  it  were  him,  he  is  more  of  a  goUia  than  e'er  i 
gave  him  credit  for,  and  shall  be  aft  to  me  Utt 
as  sudi  in  future.^  Then  addressiiig  the  Ficstdr, 
he  inqidred-^^'  Saw  ye  nought  how  tUi  dwarf  rf 
yours  parted  company  ?^ 

^<  As  I  shall  answer  it,  m,^  aaswerei  Tripto^ 
lemus,  with  a  cautious  look  around  him  as  if 
daunted  by  the  recoUection,  ^  neither  I  nor  Ba^ 
hie,  who  had  her  wits  more  about  her,  not  hainag 
seen  this  unseemly  vision,  couid  perceive  any  w»f 
by  whilk  he  made  evasion.  Only  Tronda  mi 
she  saw  him  flee  forth  of  the  window  of  the  wait 
roundel  of  the  auld  house,  upon  a  dragim,  as  dbt 
averred.  But,  as  the  dragon  is  hdd  a  faboloai 
animal,  I  suld  pronounce  her  averment  to  ml 
upon  deceptio  visuar^ 

^'  But  may  we  not  ask  farther,^  said  Breodi) 
stimulated  by  curiosity  to  know  as  much  of  her 
cousin  Nomads  family  as  was  possible,  *'  how  ail 
this  operated  upon  Master  Yellowley,  so  as  to 
occa«on  his  being  in  thb  place  at  so  unseasdnaUs 
an  hour  ?" 

^^  Seasonable  it  must  be,  Mistresa  Brenda,  ooee 
it  brought  us  into  your  sweet  company,^  answer- 
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^dttHdHalcre,  whose  mercurial  brain  far  out- 
stripped the  flow  isoneepdoBS  of  the  agriculturist, 
and  who  hecame  impatient  of  being  so  long  silent. 
^  T0  mj  die  truth,  it  was  I,  Mistress  Brenda, 
who  recommended  to  our  friend  the  Facto*,  whose 
liauaB  I  dianeed  to  oall  at  just  after  this  mis- 
cliance,  (and  where,  by  the  way,  owing  doubtless 
to  the  hurry  of  their  spirits,  I  was  but  poorly  re- 
caved,)  to  make  a  visit  to  our  other  friend  at  Fit^ 
fid-head,  well  judging  from  certain  points  of  the 
story,  at  which  my  other  and  more  particular 
friend  than  either  (looking  at  Magnus)  may 
diaiice  to  form  a  guess,  that  they  who  break  a 
iMaad  are  the  best  to  find  a  plaister.  And  as  our 
ftidid  the  FwsUx  scrupled  travelling  on  horse* 
tiack,  in  respect  of  some  tumbles  fi-om  our 
ftmm ^^ 

**  Which  are  incarnate  devils,^  said  Triptole- 
QUS  dbud,  muttering  under  his  breath,  ^^  like 
every  live  thing  that  I  have  found  in  Zetland.^ 

"  Well,  Fowde,'^  continued  Halcro,  ^*  I  un- 
d^rtocdc  to  carry  him  to  FitfuUhead  in  my  little 
faoat>  which  Giles  and  I  can  manage  as  if  it  were 
an  Admiral^s  barge  full  manned;  and  Master 
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Triptolemus  Yellowley  will  tell  you  how 

like  I  piloted  him  to  the  little  haven,  within  a 

quarter  of  a  mile  of  Nomads  dwelling.^ 

<<  I  wish  to  heaven  you  had  brought  me  as  lafc 
back  again,^  said  the  Factor. 

<<  Why,  to  be  sure,""  replied  thelGnatid,  ^  I 
am,  as  glorious  Jdtm  says,-— 

A  daring  pilot  in  eztremitj. 

Pleased  with  the  danger  when  the  waves  go  lu^ 

I  seek  the  storm — bat^  for  a  calm  mifit. 

Will  steer  too  near  the  sands,  to  shew  my  wit" 

^^  I  shewed  little  idt  in  entrusting  mysdf  to 
your  charge,^  said  Triptolemus ;  '^  and  you  still 
less  when  you  upset  the  boat  at  the  throat  ci  the 
Voe,  as  you  call  it,  when  even  the  poor  buni, 
that  was  mair  than  half  drowned,  told  you  that 
you  were  carrying  too  much  sail ;  and  then  ye 
wad  fasten  the  rape  to  the  bit  stick  on  the  boat- 
side,  that  ye  might  have  time  to  play  on  the 
fiddle.'* 

<<  What  r  ssad  the  Udaller, «'  make  fast  the 
sheets  to  the  thwart  ?  a  most  unseamanlike  pne* 
tice,  Claud  Halcro.^ 
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^^  And  sae  came  of  it,^  replied  the  agricultu- 
list ;  *^  for  the  neist  blast,— *and  we  are  never  long 
without  ane  in  these  parts,— whomled  us  as  a 
gudewife  nould  whomle  a  bowie,  and  ne'er  a 
thing  wad  Maister  Halcro  save  but  his  fiddle. 
Hb  poir  bairn  swam  out  like  a  water-spaniel, 
and  I  swattered  hard  for  my  life,  wi^  the  help  of 
ane  of  the  oars ;  and  here  we  are,  comfortless 
creatures,  that,  till  a  good  wind  blew  you  here, 
had  naething  to  eat  but  a  mouthful  of  Norway 
rusk,  that  has  mair  saw-dust  than  rye-meal  in  it, 
and  tastes  liker  turpentine  than  any  thing  else.*" 

**  I  thought  we  heard  you  very  merry,**  said 
Brenda,  *^  as  we  came  along  the  beach.** 

^  Ye  heard  a  fiddle,  Mistress  Brenda,**  said 
the  Factor ;  ^^  and  maybe  ye  may  think  there 
can  be  nae  dearth.  Miss,  where  that  is  skirling. 
But  then  it  was  Maister  Claud  Halcro*s  fiddle, 
irfulk  I  am  apt  to  think,  wad  skirl  at  his  father*8 
deatb-bed,  or  at  his  wi,  sae  lang  as  his  fingers 
oould  pinch  thairm.  And  it  was  nae  sma*  aggra- 
nation  to  my  misfortune  to  have  him  bumming 
a*  aorts  of  springs,— Norse  and  Scots,  Highland 
and  Lawland,  English  and  Italian,  in  my  lug,  as 
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if  nothing  had  happened  that  was  amiss,  and' we 
all  in  such  stress  and  pcrple»ty.** 

"  Why,  I  told  you  sorrow  would  nevo*  right 
the  boat,  Factor,^  said  the  thoughtless  minstrd, 
<<  and  I  did  my  best  to  make  you  merry ;  if  I 
failed,  it  was  neither  my  fault  nor  my  fiddkV. 
I  have  drawn  the  bow  across  it  before  gkriow 
John  Dryden  himselfi^ 

*<  I  will  hear  no  stories  about  glorious  Joha* 
Dryden,^  answered  the  Udaller,  who  dreaded^ 
Halcro^s  narratives  as  madl  as  Tnptolemns-dtf 
his  mufflc  ^*  I  will  hear  nought  of  him,  but  one 
story  to  every  three  bowk  of  punch,— 4t'  is  our 
old  paction,  you  know.  But  tell  me  instead^ 
what  sfud  Noma  to  you  about  your  errand?* 

"  Ay,  there  was  anither  fine  up-shot,^  sM 
Master  Yellowley.  "  She  wadna  look  at  us,  or 
listen  to  us ;  only  she  bothered  our  acquaintaoa^ 
Master  Halcro  here,  who  thought  he  could  hate 
sae  much  to  say  wi^  her,  with  about'  a  score 'rf 
questionsabout  your  family  and  household  estate^ 
Master  Magnus  Troil ;  and  when  she  had  gottar 
a^  she  wanted  out  of  him,  I  thought  she  wadbae 
dung  him  ower  the  craig,  like  an  empty  pefr<cod.^ 
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**  And  for  yourself?"  said  the  Udallen 

^  She  wadna  listen  to  my  story,  nor  hear  sae 
much  as  a  word  that  I  had  to  say,"  answered 
Triptolemus ;  ^*  and  sae  much  for  them  that  seek 
to  witdies  and  familiar  spirits." 

^  You  needed  not  to  have  had  recourse  to 
Nomads  wisdom.  Master  Factor,"  said  Minna, 
not  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  stop  his  ruling  against 
die  friend  who  had  so  lately  rendered  her  service ; 
^•tfae  youngest  child  in  Orkney  could  have  told 
jpa^  that  fairy  treasures,  if  they  are  not  wisely 
employed  for  the  good  of  others,  as  well  as  of 
llioee  to  whom  they  are  imparted,  do  not  dwell 
long  with  their  possessors." 

^  Your  humble  servant  to  command.  Mistress 
Mimiie,"  said  Triptolemus;  ^'  I  thank  ye  for 
the  faint,-*-and  I.  am  blithe  that  you  have  got- 
tm  your  wit»— I  beg  pardon,  I  meant  your 
bttdth-— into  the  barn-yard  again.  For  the  trea- 
sure, I  neither  used  nor  abused  it,— -they  that 
live  in  the  house  with  my  sister  Babie  wad  find 
it  bard  to  do  either  !— «nd  as  for  speaking  of  it, 
whilk  they  say  muckle  offends  them  whom  we 
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there  was  sudi  a  dwarf  to  be  seen  as  the  creature 
liiurter  Yellowley  deacribeSy  until  I  set  my  own 
eyes  on  him.^ 

^  Then  you  may  do  so  at  this  moment,^  said 
the  Factor ;  *^  for,  by  ,  (he  muttered  a  deep 
aaMfrention  as  be  sprung  on  his  feet  in  great 
honor,)  there  the  creature  is  r 

All  turned  their  eyes  in  the  direction  in  which 
he  pointed,  and  saw  the  hideous  nuuksbapen  fi- 
gure of  Paocdet,  with  his  eyes  fixed  and  glaring 
at  them  through  the  smoke.  He  had  stolen  upon 
their  eonyersation  unpercdved,  until  the  Factor^s 
eye  lighted  upon  him  in  the  manner  we  have  de^ 
scribed.  There  was  something  so  ghastly  in  his 
flodden  and  unexpected  appearance,  that  even  the 
Udaller,  to  whom  his  form  was  familiar,  could 
not  help  starting.  Neither  pleased  with  himself 
tar  having  testified  this  degree  of  emotion,  how« 
Cfer  slight,  nor  with  the  dwarf  who  had  given 
oauae  to  it,  Magnus  asked  him  sharply,  what  was 
hu  business  there?  Pacolet  replied  by  produ- 
Gng  a  letter,  which  he  gave  to  the  Udaller,  ut* 
tering  a  sound  resembling  the  word  Shogh* 

VOL.  III.  K 
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<<  That  is  the  Highlandman^s  language,"^  aud 
the  Udaller — ^^  did^st  thou  learn  that,  Nicholas, 
when  you  lost  your  own  T^ 

Pacolet  nodded,  and  ugned  to  him  to  read  hii 
letter. 

^^  That  is  no  such  easy  matter  by  fire-light, 
my  good  friend,^  replied  the  Udaller ;  <<  but  it 
may  concern  Minna,  and  we  must  try.^ 

Brenda  offered  her  assistance,  but  the  Udaller 
answered,  **  No,  no,  my  girl,— Noma's  letten 
must  be  read  by  those  they  are  written  to.  Cim 
the  knave,  Strumpfer,  a  drop  of  brandy  the 
while,  though  he  little  deserves  it  at  my  hands, 
considering  the  grin  with  which  he  sent  the  good 
Nantz  down  the  crag  this  morning,  as  if  it  bad 
been  as  much  ditch-water.^ 

*^  Will  you  be  this  honest  gentleman's  cup- 
bearer—his Ganymede,  friend  Yellowley ,  or  shall 
I  ?^  said  Claud  Halcro  audc  to  the  Factor ;  while 
Magnus  Troil,  having  carefully  wiped  his  spec- 
tacles, which  he  produced  from  a  large  oof^^er- 
case,  had  disposed  them  on  his  nose,  and  was 
studying  the  epistle  of  Noma. 
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^  I  would  not  touch  him,  or  go  near  him,  for 
all  the  Carse  of  Gt>wrie,^  said  the  Factor,  whose 
fears  were  by  no  means  entirely  removed,  though 
be  saw  that  the  dwarf  was  received  as  a  creature 
of  flesh  and  blood  by  the  rest  of  the  company ; 
^  but  I  pray  you  to  ask  him  what  he  has  done 
with  my  horn  of  coin  ?^ 

The  dwarf,  who  heard  the  question,  threw 
back  his  head,  and  displayed  his  enormous  throat, 
pcnndng  to  it  with  his  finger. 

'^  Nay,  if  he  has  swallowed  them  there  is  no 
more  to  be  sdd,*^  replied  the  Factor ;  **  only  I 
hope  he  will  thrive  on  them  as  a  cow  on  wet 
doirer.  He  is  dame  Nomads  servant  if  s  like,—* 
such  man,  such  mistress !  But  if  theft  and  witch- 
Cfaft  are  to  go  unpunished  in  this  land,  my  Lord 
must  find  another  factor ;  for  I  have  been  used 
to  live  in  a  country  where  men^s  worldly  gear  was 
keepit  from  infang  and  outfang  thief,  as  well  as 
their  immortal  souls  from  the  claws  of  the  de^il 
and  his  cummers,— siun  and  save  us  !^ 

The  agriculturist  was  perhaps  the  less  reserved 
in  expressing  his  complaints,  that  the  Udaller  was 
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tor  the  preset  out  of  hearing,  hjEtving  dimwn 
Claud  Haldo  apart  into  another  oomer  of  the 
hut 

«  AndteUme^^  nddhe,  ^* friend HakaKH wkt 
errand  took  thee  to  Sumburgh,  anoe  I  redum  k 
was  scarce  the  mere  pleasure  of  suling  in  pirt> 
nership  with  yonder  bamade  V 

<'  In  faith,  Fowde^"*  said  the  Bard,  ''  nd  if 
you  will  have  the  truth,  I  went  to  qpeak  to  Nonl 
on  your  affairs.^ 

*<  On  my  affiurs  ?^  replied  the  Udaller ;  ^  on 
what  afiairs  of  mine  T* 

*^  Just  touching  your  daughter's  health.  I 
heard  that  Ncnma  refused  your  message  sad 
would  not  see  Eric  Scambester.  Now,  said  I  lo 
myself,  I  have  scarce  joyed  in  meat,  ordriaktCt 
music,  or  aught  else,  since  Jarto  Minna  has  bssn 
so  ill ;  and  I  may  say,  literally  as  well  as  fig«va> 
Uvely,  that  my  day  and  night  have  bean  msdi 
sorrowful  to  me.  In  short,  I  thought  I  migiil 
have  some  more  interest  with  old  Noma  tkaa 
another,  as  Scalds  and  wise  women  wete  always 
accounted  something  akin ;  and  I  undertook  the 
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journey  with  the  hope  to  be  of  some  use  to  my 
old  fnend  and  his  lovely  daughter.^ 

^  And  it  was  most  kindly  done  of  you,  good 
warm-hearted  Claud,^  said  the  Udaller,  shaking 
him  warmly  by  the  hand, — ^<  I  ever  said  you 
diewed  the  good  old  Norse  heart  amongst  all  thy 
fiddling  and  thy  folly.  Why,  man,  never  wince 
ibr  the  matter^  but  be  blithe  that  thy  heart  is 
better  than  thy  head.  Well,— and  I  warrant 
you  got  no  answer  from  Noma  ?^ 

**  None  to  purpose,^  replied  Claud  Halcro ; 
*<  but  she  held  me  close  to  question  about  Min- 
na's illness  too,— and  I  told  her  how  I  had  met 
kr  abroad  the  other  morning  in  no  very  good 
weather,  and  how  her  sister  Brenda  said  she 
had  hurt  her  foot ;— in  short,  I  told  her  all  and 
emy  thing  I  knew.^ 

'^  And  something  more  besides,  it  would  seem,^ 
said  the  Udaller ;  <<  for  I,  at  least,  never  heard 
before  that  Minna  had  hurt  herself.^ 

*^  O,  a  scratch !  a  mere  scratch  !^  said  the  old 
man ;  ^^  but  I  was  startled  about  it— terrified  lest 
ii  had  been  the  bite  of  a  dog,  or  some  hurt  from 
a  venomous  thing.  I  told  all  to  Noma,  however.^ 
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*'  And  what,^  answeFcd  the  Udaller,  ^<  did  sbe 
say,  in  the  way  of  reply  ?^ 

^^  She  bade  me  begone  about  my  business,  and 
told  me  that  the  issue  would  be  known  at  the 
Kirkwall  Fair;  and  said  just  the  like  to  this 
noodle  of  a  Factor — ^it  was  all  that  either  of  us 
got  for  our  labour,***  said  Halcro. 

^<  That  is  strange,^  said  Magnus,  '^  My  kim- 
woman  writes  me  in  this  letter  not  to  fail  going 
thither  with  my  daughters.  This  Fair  runs 
strongly  in  her  head  ;«-one  would  think  she  in- 
tended to  lead  the  market,  and  yet  she  has  no- 
thing to  buy  or  to  sell  there  which  I  know  of. 
And  so  you  came  away  as  wise  as  you  went,  and 
swamped  your  boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  Voe?" 

"  Why,  how  could  I  help  it  ?"  said  the  poet 
^^  I  had  set  the  boy  to  steer,  and  as  the  flaw 
came  suddenly  off  shore,  I  could  not  let  go  the 
tack  and  play  on  the  fiddle  at  the  same  time. 
But  it  is  all  well  enough, — salt-water  never  faann- 
ed  Zetlander,  so  he  could  get  out  of  it ;  and,  $3 
Heaven  would  have  it,  we  were  within  man's 
depth  of  the  shore,  and  changing  to  find  thisskio^ 
we  should  have  done  well  enough,  with  shelter  and 
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fire,  and  are  much  better  than  well  with  your 
good  cheer  and  good  company.  But  it  wears 
late,  and  Night  and  Day  must  be  both  as  sleepy 
as  old  Midnight  can  make  them.  There  is  an 
inner  crib  here,  where  the  fishers  slept, — some- 
what fragrant  with  the  smell  of  their  fish,  but 
that  is  wholesome.  They  shall  bestow  themselves 
there,  with  the  help  of  what  cloaks  you  have, 
and  then  we  will  have  one  cup  of  brandy,  and 
one  stave  of  glorious  John,  or  some  little  trifle  of 
my  own,  and  so  sleep  as  sound  as  cobblers.^ 

**  Two  glasses  of  brandy,  if  you  please,**  said 
the  Udaller,  ^^  if  our  stores  do  not  run  dry ;  but 
not  a  nngle  stave  of  glorious  John  or  of  any  one 
dae  to-night** 

And  this  being  arranged  and  executed  agree- 
ably to  the  peremptory  pleasure'of  the  Udaller, 
the  whcde  party  consigned  themselves  to  slumber 
fyt  the  night,  and  on  the  next  day  departed  for 
timr  several  habitations,  Claud  Halcro  having 
pffeviously  arranged  with  the  Udaller  that  he 
vouU  accompany  him  and  his  daughters  on  their 
proposed  vmt  to  Kirkwall. 
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aft  weil  as  countries  more  exposed  to  such  con- 
vulsions. Several  parts  of  these  ruinous  build- 
ings might  be  selected  (under  suitable  modifica- 
tkMis)  as  the  model  of  a  Grothic  mansion,  pro- 
viding architects  would  be  contented  rathar  to 
imitate  what  is  really  beautiful  in  that  species  of 
building,  than  to  make  a  medley  of  the  caprices 
of  the  order,  confounding  the  military,  eoclesias* 
tkal,  and  domestic  styles  of  all  ages  at  random, 
with  additional  fantasies  and  combinations  of 
their  own  device,  ^^  all  formed  out  of  the  builder^s 
brain.'' 

The  EarPs  Palace  forms  three  sides  of  an  ob. 
long  square,  and  has,  even  in  its  ruins,  the  air  of 
ail  elegant  yet  massive  structure,  uniting,  as  was 
usual  in  the  residence  of  feudal  princes,  the  cha- 
racter of  a  palace  and  of  a  castle.  A  great  ban- 
quetting-hall,  communicating  with  several  large 
nmnds,  or  projecting  turret-rooms,  and  having 
at  ^ther  end  an  immense  chimney,  testifies  the 
ancient  Northern  hospitality  of  the  Earls  of  Ork- 
ney, and  communicates,  almost  in  the  modem 
fiuhion,  with  a  gallery,  or  withdrawing-room,  of 

dimensions,  and  having,  like  the 
6 


74  THE    PIRATE. 

hall.  Its  projecting  turrets.  The  lordly  hall  itaelf  is 
lighted  by  a  fine  Grotliic  window  of  shafted  stooe 
at  one  end,  and  is  entered  by  a  spacious  and  d^ 
gant  staircase,  consisting  of  three  flights  of  stone 
steps.  The  exterior  ornaments  and  proportioDS 
of  the  ancient  building  are  also  very  handsome; 
but,  being  totally  unprotected,  this  remnant  of  tbe 
pomp  and  grandeur  of  Earls,  who  assumed  tbe 
license  as  well  as  the  dignity  of  petty  sowerdgoif 
is  now  fast  crumbling  to  decay,  and  has  suffered 
con^derably  since  the  date  of  our  story. 

With  folded  arms  and  downcast  looks,  the  pi- 
rate Cleveland  was  pacing  slowly  the  ruined  hall 
which  we  have  just  described,  a  place  of  retire- 
ment which  he  had  probably  chosen  because  it 
was  distant  from  public  resort  His  dress  wn 
considerably  altered  from  that  which  he  usually 
wore  in  Zetland,  and  seemed  a  sort  of  uniform, 
richly  laced,  and  exhibiting  no  small  quantity  of 
embroidery ;  a  hat  with  a  plume,  and  a  small- 
sword, very  handsomely  mounted,  then  the  con- 
stant  companion  of  every  one  who  assumed  the 
rank  of  a  gentleman,  sliewed  his  pretensions  to 
that  character.     But  if  his  exterior  was  so  far 
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improved,  it  seemed  to  be  otherwise  with  liis 
health  and  spirits.  He  was  pale,  and  had  lost 
both  the  fire  of  his  eye  and  the  vivacity  of  his 
step,  and  his  whole  appearance  indicated  melan- 
cholj  of  mind,  or  suffering  of  body,  or  a  com- 
bination of  both  evils. 

As  Cleveland  thus  paced  these  ancient  ruins, 
a  young  man,  of  a  light  and  slender  form,  whose 
showy  dress  seemed  to  have  been  studied  with 
care,  yet  exhibited  more  extravagance  than  judg- 
ment or  taste,  whose  manner  was  a  janty  affecta^ 
tion  of  the  free  and  easy  rake  of  the  period,  and 
the  expression  of  whose  countenance  was  lively, 
with  a  cast  of  c£[Tontery,  tripped  up  the  staircase, 
entered  the  hall,  and  presented  himself  to  Cleve- 
land, who  merely  nodded  to  him,  and  pulling  his 
hat  deeper  over  his  brows,  resumed  his  solitary 
and  discontented  promenade. 

The  stranger  adjusted  his  own  hat,  nodded  in 
return,  took  snuff,  with  the  air  of  a  petit  maitrCy 
from  a  richly  chased  gold  box,  offered  it  to  Cleve- 
land as  he  paced,  and  being  repulsed  rather 
coldly,  replaced  the  box  in  his  pocket,  folded  his 
arms  in  his  turn,  and  stood  looking  with  fixed 
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young  man ;  ^*  I  have  proved  it— proved  it  both 
here  and  elsewhere.'^ 

<«  Well,  well,""  answered  Cleveland,  *<  I  admit 
you  have  been  always  a  friendly  fellow— and 
what  then  ?"" 

^^Well,  well—- and  what  then?^  replied  the 
other ;  '*  this  is  but  a  brief  way  of  thanking  folks. 
Look  you,  Captain,  here  is  Benson,  Barlow, 
Dick  Fletcher,  and  a  few  others  of  us  who  wish- 
ed you  well,  have  kept  your  old  comrade  Cap- 
tun  Groffe  in  these  seas  upon  the  look-out  for 
you,  when  he  and  Hawkins,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  ship^s  company,  would  fain  have  been 
down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  and  at  the  old  trade.^ 

*^  And  I  wish  to  God  that  you  had  all  gone 
•bout  your  business,^  said  Cleveland,  ^^  and  left 
me  to  my  fate.*" 

^<  Which  would  have  been  to  be  informed 
against  and  hanged.  Captain,  the  first  time  that 
any  of  these  Dutch  or  English  rascals,  whom  you 
have  lightened  of  their  cargoes,  came  to  set  their 
eyes  upon  you,  and  no  place  more  likely  to  meet 
with  sea-iaring  men,  than  in  these  islands.    And 
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here,  to  screen  you  from  such  a  risk,  we  have  been 
wasting  our  precious  time  here,  till  folks  aregrown 
very  pecry ;  and  when  we  have  no  more  goods  or 
money  to  spend  amongst  them,  the  felk)ws  will 
be  for  grabbing  the  ship." 

"  Well  then,  why  do  you  not  sail  off  without 
mc  ?"'  said  Cleveland—"  There  has  been  fair  psr- 
tilion,  and  all  have  had  their  share — let  all  dos 
they  like.  I  have  lost  my  ship,  and  having  bees 
once  a  Captain,  I  will  not  go  to  sea  under  com- 
mand of  Goffe  or  any  other  man.  Besides,  you 
know  well  enough  that  both  Hawkins  and  he  bear 
me  ilUwill  for  keeping  them  from  sinking  the  Spa- 
nish brig,  with  the  poor  devils  of  negroes  onboard.^ 

**  Why,  what  the  foul  fiend  is  the  matter  with 
thee  P"'  said  his  companion ;  "  Are  you  Clement 
Cleveland,  our  own  old  true-hearted  Clem  of  the 
Cleugh,  and  do  you  talk  of  being  afraid  of  Haw- 
kins and  Gofie,  and  a  score  of  such  fellows,  when 
you  have  myself,  and  Barlow,  and  Dick  Fletdier 
at  your  back  ?  When  was  it  we  deserted  yon, 
either  in  council  or  in  fight,  that  you  should  be 
afraid  of  our  flinching  now  ?  And  as  for  serving 
under  Goffe,  I  hope  it  is  no  new  thing  far  gen- 
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tlemen  of  fortune  who  are  going  on  the  account^ 
to  change  a  Captain  now  and  then.  Let  us  alone 
for  that,  Captain  you  shall  be ;  for  death  rock  me 
asleep  if  I  serve  under  that  fellow  Gofib,  who  is 
as  very  a  blood-hound  as  ever  sucked  bitch<— no, 
no,  I  thank  you— my  Captain  must  have  a  little 
of  the  gentleman  about  him,  howsoever.  Besides, 
you  know,  it  was  you  who  first  dipped  my  hands 
in  the  dirty  water,  and  turned  me  from  a  stroller 
by  land,  to  a  rover  by  sea."" 

'*  Alas,  poor  Bunce  T  said  Cleveland,  *^  you 
owe  me  little  thanks  for  that  service.*" 

*•  That  is  as  you  take  it,"*  replied  Bunce ;  "  for 
my  part,  I  sec  no  harm  in  levying  contributions 
on  the  public  either  one  way  or  f other.  But  I 
wish  you  would  forget  that  name  of  Bunce,  and 
call  me  Altamont,  as  I  have  often  desired  you  to 
do.  I  hope  a  gentleman  of  the  roving  trade  has 
as  good  a  right  to  have  an  alias  as  a  stroller,  and 
I  never  stepped  on  the  boards  but  what  I  was 
Altamont  at  the  least^ 

"  Well  then.  Jack  Altamont,""  replied  Cleve- 
land, **  since  Altamont  is  the  word——*" 

Yes,  but  Captain,  Jack  is  not  the  word. 
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Where  you  will,^  said  Cleveland,  "  so  thai 
you  keep  out  of  the  way  of  our  own  rascals,  and 
all  others."* 

**  Why,  then,"  replied  Bunce,  "  you  and  I 
will  go  up  to  the  Hill  of  Whitford,  which  over- 
looks the  town,  and  walk  together  as  gravely  and 
honestly  as  a  pair  of  well  employed  attorneys.*** 

As  they  proceeded  to  leave  the  ruinous  castle, 
Bonce,  turning  back  to  look  at  it,  thus  address- 
ed his  companion : 

**  Hark  ye.  Captain,  doest  thou  know  who  last 
inhabited  this  old  cock-loft  ?** 

**  An  Earl  of  the  Orkneys,  they  say,"  replied 
Cleveland. 

**  And  are  you  avised  what  death  he  died  of?" 
sud  Bunce ;  ^^  for  I  have  heard  that  it  was  of  a 
tight  neck-collar — a  hempen  fever,  or  the  like." 

"  The  people  here  do  say,"  replied  Cleveland, 
^*  that  his  lordship,  some  hundred  years  ago,  had 
the  mishap  to  become  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  a  loop  and  a  leap  in  the  air." 

"  Why,  la  ye  there  now !"  said  Bunce ;  "  there 
waa  some  credit  in  being  hanged  in  those  days, 
and  in  such  worshipful  company.    And  what 
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hts  lofldship  hare  done  to  desenre  sucb 


^  Phmkrcd  the  ficge  sul^ects,  they  ny,*  re- 
pEKdC«eT«lind;  "  dain  and  wounded  them,  fired 
opon  hb  MjjestrV  tbg^  and  so  fbrth.^ 

**  Nears-kin  lo  m  gentleman  rover,  thea,^  ttiJ 
Bmee,  MHkmg  m  theatricid  bow  towards  the  oU 
hniUing;  ^and,  thonefixe,  m  jmost  potent,  gnfe, 
aftd  leieieud  S^;mor  Eari,  I  cniTe  leave  to  caD 
TOQ  mj  loTiB^  oourin,  and  bid  you  most  heartily 
adieo.  I  leave  too  in  the  good  company  of  fits 
and  mke,  and  so  forth,  and  I  carry  with  me  id 
hooest  gentknan,  who,  having  of  late  had  oo 
more  heart  than  a  mouse,  is  now  desirous  to  mo 
away  from  his  profeasioQ  and  fiiends  like  a  nt, 
and  would  therefore  be  a  most  fitting  d^uaeo  of 
your  Eariship^s  palace."^ 

^  I  would  advise  you  not  to  speak  so  loud, 
my  good  friend,  Frederick  Altamont,  or  Jobn 
Bunce,*  said  Clevdand ;  **  when  you  were  oo 
the  stage,  you  might  safely  rant  as  loud  ms  yoa 
listed ;  but,  in  your  present  profession,  of  which 
you  are  so  fond,  erery  man  speaks  under  oor- 
rectioo  of  the  yard-arm,  and  a  running  nooseJ* 
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The  comrades  left  the  little  town  of  Kirkwall 
m  alence,  and  ascended  the  Hill  of  Whiteford, 
which  raises  its  brow  of  dark  heath,  uninterrupt- 
ed by  indosures  or  cultivation  of  any  kind^  to  the 
northward  of  the  andent  Burgh  of  Saint  Magnus. 
The  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  was  already  occu- 
pied by  numbers  of  persons  who  were  engaged  in 
waking  preparations  for  the  Fair  of  Saint  011a,  to 
be  fadd  upon  the  ensuing  day,  and  which  forms  a 
general  rendezvous  to  all  the  neighbouring  islands 
of  Orlmey,  and  is  even  frequented  by  many  per- 
aoos  from  the  more  distant  archipelago  of  Zet- 
land. It  is,  in  the  words  of  the  ProclamaUon, 
^  a  free  Mercat  and  Fair,  holden  at  the  good 
Burgh  of  Kirkwall  on  the  third  of  August,  being 
Saint  Ollaw's  day,^  and  continuing  for  an  inde- 
finite space  thereafter,  extending  from  three  days 
to  a  week,  and  upwards.  The  Fair  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  derives  its  name  from  Olaus, 
Olave,  Ollaw,  the  celebrated  Monarch  of  Nor- 
way, who,  rather  by  the  edge  of  his  sword  than 
any  milder  argument,  introduced  Christianity 
into  those  isles,  and  was  respected  as  the  patron 
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of  Kirkwall  some  time  before  he  shared  thtt 
honour  with  Sunt  Magnus  the  Martyr. 

It  was  no  part  of  Clevdand'^s  purpose  to 
mingle  in  the  busy  scene  which  was  here  gdag 
on ;  and,  turning  their  route  to  the  left,  thej  sooo 
ascended  into  undisturbed  solitude,  sare  what 
the  grouse,  more  plentiful  in  Orkney,  periufHi 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  donuBioMi 
rose  in  covey,  and  went  off  before  them.  HaTiiig 
continued  to  ascend  till  they  had  well  nigh  reaek- 
ed  the  summit  of  the  conical  hill,  both  turned 
round,  aswith  one  consent,  to  lock  at  and  ad- 
mire the  prospect  beneath. 

The  lively  bustle  which  extended  betweoi  tbe 

foot  of  the  hill  and  the  town,  gave  life  and  varie^ 

to  that  part  of  the  scene ;  then  was  seen  tbe  town 

itself,  out  of  which  arose,  like  a  great  mass,  sap^ 

nor  in  proportion  as  it  seemed  to  the  whole  buigh 

the  ancient  Cathedral  of  Saint  Magnus,  of  the 

heaviest  order  of  Grothic  architecture,  but  gnmdi 

solemn,  and  stately,  the  work  of  a  distant  agd, 

and  of  a  powerful  hand.     The  quay,  with  the 

shipping,  lent  additional  vivacity  to  the  scene; 

and  not  only  the  whole  beautiful  bay,  which  lies 
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belwixt  the  promontories  of  Inganess  and  Quan- 
temess,  at  the  bottom  of  which  Kirkwall  is  a- 
tuated,  but  all  the  sea,  so  far  as  viable,  and  in 
paiticiilar  the  whcde  strait  betwixt  the  island  of 
fftwpinsha  and  that  called  Pomona,  or  the  Main- 
hmdy  was  covered  and  enlivened  by  a  variety  of 
boftta  and  small  vessels,  freighted  from  distant 
idhndw  to  convey  passengers  or  merchandize  to 
Ike  Fair  of  Saint  Ollaw. 

Having  attained  the  pcnnt  bj  which  this  fair 
Aid  busy  prospect  was  most  completely  command- 
eif  eadi  of  the  strangers,  in  seaman  fashion,  had 
raeoorse  to  his  spy-glass,  to  assist  the  naked  eye 
in  considering  the  bay  of  Kirkwall,  and  the  nu- 
merous  vessels  by  which  it  was  traversed.  But 
the  attention  of  the  two  companions  seemed  to  be 
anesled  by  different  objects.  That  of  Bunce,  or 
Akanumt,  as  he  chose  to  call  himself,  was  rivet- 
lad  lo  the  armed  sloop,  where,  conspicuous  by 
her  square  rigging  and  length  of  beam,  with  the 
English  jack  and  pennon,  which  they  had  the 
precaution  to  keep  flying,  she  lay  among  the  mer- 
chant vessels,  as  distinguished  from  them  by  the 
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of  her  MKKnmee,  as  m  tfuoed  nU 


*<  Yonder  abe  Bn»*  and  Bonce  ;  ^Iwishlo 
God  abe  was  m  die  faajr  of  Hondima — jOQop- 
taniiy  on  the  quarter-deck,  I  your  fieataiaiit,  aod 
Fletcher  quarter-maBler,  and  fif^  stout  feUom 
ondcras^I  should  not  widi  to  see  these  blasted 
headis  and  rocks  again  fiar  one  while  !-i- And  cip- 
tan  Toa  shall  soon  be.  The  old  brute  GroffisgeU 
drunk  as  a  lord  eiery  daj,  swaggers,  and  diooC% 
and  cuts  amoi^  the  crew ;  and  beades,  he  hm 
quairdled  with  the  people  here  so  damnably,  thid 
they  win  scarce  let  water  or  proTisioDs  go  OD  bond 
oi  us,  and  we  expect  an  open  breach  every  day." 

As  Bunce  received  no  answer,  he  turned  shtft 
round  on  his  companion,  and  perceiving  hb  at- 
tention otherwise  engaged,  exclaimed, — ^^  What 
the  devil  is  the  matter  with  vou  ?  or  what  can 
you  see  in  all  that  trumpery  small-craft,  whidiis 
only  loaded  with  stock-fish  amd  ling,  and  smoked 
geese,  and  tubs  of  butter  that  is  worse  than  tal* 
low — the  cargoes  of  the  whole  lumped  together 
would  not  be  worth  the  flash  of  a  pistol.^No^  oo^ 
give  me  such  a  chase  as  we  might  see  from  tint 


THE   PIKAT£.  S7 

tnastJieadoffthe  island  of  TriDidado.  YourDoo, 
rolling  88  deep  in  the  water  as  a  grampus,  deep- 
looden  with  rum^  sugai*,  and  bales  of  tobacco, 
and  all  the  rest  ingots,  moidores,  and  gold  dust ; 
then  set  all  sail,  clear  the  deck,  stand  to  quarters, 
up  with  the  Jolly  Roger* — we  near  her — ^we  make 
her  out  to  be  well  manned  and  armed.^ 

^  Twenty  guns  on  her  lower  deck,*'  said  Cleve- 
land. 

*•  Forty,  if  you  will,"  retorted  Bunce, "  and  wc 
htLve  but  ten  mounted— never  mind.  The  Don  bla* 
jEea  away— never  mind  yet,  my  brave  lads— run 
her  alongside,  and  on  board  with  you — ^to  work, 
with  your  grenadoes,  your  cutlasses,  pole-axes, 
and  fnstols— The  Don  cries  Miserecordia,  and  we 
ahare  the  cargo  without  co  licendo  Seignior^ 

^  By  my  faith,"  said  Cleveland,  **  thou  takest 
•o  kindly  to  the  trade,  that  all  the  world  may  see 
that  no  honest  man  was  spoiled  when  you  were 
made  a  pirate.  But  you  shall  not  prevail  on  me 

*  The  pirates  gave  this  name  to  the  black  flag,  which, 
with  many  horrible  devices  to  enhance  itstBrron  was 
their  favourite  ensign. 
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to  go  farther  in  the  derirs  road  with  yoQ  ( lor 
you  know  yourself  that  what  is  got  over  hialMek 
b  spent — ^you  wot  how.  In  a  week,  or  a  month  it 
most,  the  rum  and  the  sugar  is  out,  the  bdetof 
tobacco  haye  become  smoke,  the  mcMdores^  ingeil% 
and  gold  dust,  have  got  out  of  our  hands,  iHo 
those  of  the  quiet,  honest,  conscientious  fdks  nlv 
dwdl  at  Port  lUyyal  and  elsewhere— wink  htod 
on  our  trade  as  long  as  we  haye  money,  but  BSli 
jot  beyond.  Then  we  have  cold  kmks,  and  it  Insf 
be  a  hint  is  given  to  the  Juc^  Marshal;  finrwhai 
our  pockets  are  worth  nothing,  our  honest  finendi^ 
rather  than  want,  will  make  money  upon  ear 
heads.  Then  comes  a  high  gallows  and  a  shoit 
halter,  and  so  dies  the  Gentleman  Rover.  I  tA 
thee  I  will  leave  this  trade ;  and  when  I  tun  mf 
glass  from  one  of  these  barks  and  boats  to  ano- 
ther, there  is  not  the  worst  of  them  which  I  would 
not  row  for  life,  rather  than  continue  to  be  whit 
I  have  been.  These  poor  men  make  the  sea  a 
means  of  honest  livelihood  and  friendly  commu- 
uication  between  shore  and  shore,  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  the  inbaUtants  ;  but  we  have  made  it 
a  road  to  the  ruin  of  others,  and  to  mar  own  da* 
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ractkm  here  and  in  eternity.— I  am  determined 

turn  bonest  man,  and  use  this  Ufe  no  longer  !^ 
^  And  where  will  your  honesty  take  up  its 

tade,  if  it  please  you  f**  said  Bunce.— ^^  You 

m  broke  the  laws  of  every  nadon,  amd  the 

ind  of  the  law  will  detect  and  crush  you  where- 

«r  yoa  may  take  refuge.-^leTeland,  I  speak 

you  more  seriously  than  I  am  wont  to  do.  I 
mm  had  my  reflections  too,  and  they  hare  been 
fd  enough  and  bitter  enough,  though  they  last- 
l  Imt  a  few  minutes,  to  spoil  me  weeks  of  jovi- 
i^.  But  here  is  the  matter,— -what  can  we  do 
It  go  OB  as  we  have  done,  unless  we  have  a  di« 
Ct  purpose  of  adorning  the  yard-arm  ?^ 

**  We  may  claim  the  benefit  of  the  proclama- 
m  to  those  of  our  sort  who  come  in  and  sur« 
nder,^  said  Cleveland. 

**  Umph  r  answered  his  companion,  drily  ; 
IIk  date  of  that  day  of  grace  has  been  for 
me  time  over,  and  they  may  take  the  penalty 
*  grant  the  pardon  at  their  pleasure.  Were  I 
Mi»  I  would  not  put  my  neck  in  such  a  venture.*" 

*•  Why,  others  have  been  admitted  but  lately  to 
.vour,  and  why  should  not  I  P^  said  Cleveland. 


•  A*-" 


■«i> 


I  znink 

-k  I  VCOui  OKA 


Harry  GlaAy 
spned;  botGladij 
Krrioey  in  bettmyiBg 
the  JoHj  Fcrtune; 
cTcnlober^ 


rwi 


-^  I  'v-u  be  swors  far  k,**  aid  Bnnoe;  ''nd 


n^ir&sik.  xaroe 

vonh  eke  heap  it  vould  have  cort 

T/  juutr  rOiniL. 

B^  TOOT  Baaa  has  stood  too  higli 

JOBJII^iiC^  £ 

raifiifawi  of  fiofUiDe  for  jou  to  get 

ntiF  j(f  askj. 

Yea  are  the  prime  buck  of  the 

iiani*,  jixii  w-^ 

[  be  Bjrked  aocordiii^T.'^ 

—  AmiwiT 

XX  I  fniT  TOO  r*  said  Clerdand; 

*^  ¥i.H£  k3ii?<9  wieil  eaoc^  bt  aim.  Jack.* 

a  Tcn  {MM.-  sad  Buikcl 
il  take  jnoor  faD j !— Pr^jthee  bcp 
i  jEt  IB  be  grave  tat  a  noaMiiC.* 
^  Fcr  a  sscoeit: — be  it  so^"*  said  Buooe ;  ^but 
Ski  ibe  spKru  of  Altamont  ooming  fwA  upoo 
« — I  kaxe  bvea  a  graTe  man  Ibr  ten  minalei 
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*<  Be  SO  then  for  a  little  longer,^  said  Cleve- 
land :  ^^  I  know,  Jack,  that  you  really  love  me ; 
and  since  we  have  come  thus  far  in  this  talk,  I 
wil)  trust  you  entirely.  Now  tell  me  why  should 
I  be  refused  the  benefit  of  this  gracious  procla- 
mation ?  I  have  borne  a  rough  outside,  as  thou 
knowest ;  but,  in  time  of  need,  I  can  shew  the 
Dqmber  of  lives  which  I  have  been  the  means  of 
aaying,  the  property  which  I  have  restored  to 
chose  who  owned  it,  when,  without  my  inter- 
cession, it  would  have  been  wantonly  destroyed. 
Id  short,  Bunce,  I  can  shew ^ 

^That  you  were  as  gentle  a  thief  as  Robin  Hood 
himself,^  siud  Bunce,  ^^  and  for  that  reason,  I, 
Fletcher,  and  the  better  sort  amongst  us,love  you, 
at  one  who  saves  the  character  of  us  Gentlemen 
Rovers  from  utter  reprobation. — ^Well,  suppose 
your  pardon  made  out,  what  are  you  to  do  next  ? — 
what  class  in  society  will  receive  you  ? — with 
whom  will  you  associate  ?  Old  Drake,  in  Queen 
Besses  Ume,  could  plunder  Peru  and  Mexico 
without  a  line  of  commission  to  shew  for  it,  and, 
blessed  be  her  memory,  he  was  knighted  for  it 
pn  his  return.   And  there  was  Hal  Morgan,  the 
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Welchman,  nearer  our  time,  in  the  days  of  meiTy 
King  Charles,  brought  all  his  getttngs  home,  had 
his  estate  and  his  country-house,  and  who  but  be. 
But  that  is  all  ended  now— -once  a  pirate,  andM 
outcast  for  ever.  The  pooF  devil  may  go  and  life^ 
shunned  and  despised  by  every  one,  in  some  ob- 
scure sea-port,  with  such  part  of  his  guil^  ean- 
ings  as  courtiers  and  clerks  leave  him— finr  pai^ 
dons  do  not  pass  the  seals  for  nothing;- 
he  takes  his  walk  along  the  pier,  if  a 
asks,  who  is  the  down-looking,  swarthy,  rnelaa- 
choly  man,  for  whom  all  make  way,  as  if  he 
brought  the  plague  in  his  person,  the  answer 
shall  be,  that  is  such-a-one,  the  pardoned  pirate.*^ 
No  honest  man  will  speak  to  him,— -no  woman  of 
repute  will  give  him  her  hand."** 

"  Your  picture  is  too  highly  coloured.  Jack,** 
said  Cleveland,  suddenly  interrupting  his  friend; 
^*  there  are  women — there  is  one  at  least,  that 
would  be  true  to  her  lover,  even  if  he  were  what 
you  have  described.** 

Buncc  was  silent  for  a  moment,  and  looked 
fixedly  at  his  friend.  **  By  my  soul !"  he  said 
at  length,  ^^  I  begin  to  think  mysdf  a  conjuror. 
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Unlikely  as  it  all  was,  I  could  not  help  suspect- 
ing from  the  beginning  that  there  was  a  girl  in 
tlie  case.  Why,  this  is  worse  than  Prince  Volscius 
in  love,  ha !  ha !  ha  !^ 

*^  Laugh  as  you  will,^^  said  Cleveland,  ^^  it  is 
true  ;-^^ere  is  a  maiden  who  is  contented  to  love 
me,  pirate  as  I  am ;  and  I  will  fairly  own  to  you, 
Jack,  that  though  I  have  often  at  times  detested 
our  roving  life,  and  myself  for  following  it,  yet  I 
doubt  if  I  could  have  found  resolution  to  make 
tke  break  which  I  have  now  resolved  on,  but  for 
her  sake.^ 

"  Why,  then,  God-ar-mercy  r  replied  Bunce, 
^  there  is  no  speaking  sense  to  a  madman ;  and 
love  in  one  of  your  trade.  Captain,  is  little  better 
than  lunacy.  The  ^1  must  be  a  rare  creature,  for 
a  wise  man  to  risk  hanging  for  her.  But  harkye, 
may  she  not  be  a  little  touched  as  well  as  your- 
self ?— and  is  it  not  sympathy  that  has  done  it  ? 
She  is,  I  understand,  not  one  of  our  ordinary 
oockatrices,  but  a  girl  of  conduct  and  character.^ 

'^  Both  are  as  undoubted  as  that  she  is  the 
most  beautiful  and  bewitching  creature  whom 
the  eye  ever  opened  upon,^  answered  Cleveland. 
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as  to  avail  myself  of  her  enthusiastic  error,  and 
bring  an  angel  of  beauty  and  innocence  acquaint- 
ed  with  such  a  hell  as  exists  on  board  of  yonder 
infernal  ship  of  ours? — I  tell  you,  my  friend, 
that  were  all  my  former  sins  doubled  in  weight 
and  in  dye,  such  a  villainy  would  have  out« 
glared  and  outweighed  them  all.^ 

**  Why,  then.  Captain  Cleveland,''  said  his 
confidant,  ^^  methinks  it  was  but  a  fool's  part  to 
oome  hither  at  all.  The  news  must  one  day  have 
gone  abroad,  that  the  celebrated  pirate,  Captain 
Cleveland,  with  his  good  sloop  the  Revenge, 
had  been  lost  on  the  Mainland  of  Zetland,  and 
all  hands  perished  ;  so  you  would  have  remained 
hid  both  from  friend  and  enemy,  and  might  have 
married  your  pretty  Zetlander,  and  converted 
your  sash  and  scarf  into  fishing-nets,  and  your 
cutlass  into  a  harpoon,  and  swept  the  seas  for 
fish  instead  of  florins.'* 

'  "  And  so  I  had  determined,"  swd  the  Captain ; 
•*  but  a  Jagger,  as  they  call  them  here,  like  a 
meddling,  peddling  thief  as  he  is,  brought  down 
intelligence  to  Zetland  of  your  lying  here,  and  I 
was  fun  to  set  off,  to  see  if  you  were  the  consort 

IS 
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ck  or  other ;  for  he  cerUunly  thought  himself 
re  of  yoar  share,  and  will  hardly  forgive  your 
ming  alive  to  disappoint  him.^ 
^'  I  fear  him  not,^  said  Cleveland,  '*  and  he 
IOW8  that  weU.  I  would  I  were  as  well  clear  of 
e  eonsequences  of  having  been  his  comrade^  as 
liold  myself  to  be  of  all  those  which  may  attend 
s  iil-will.  Another  unhappy  job  I  may  be  trou- 
ed  with— I  hurt  a  young  fellow,  who  has  been 
Y  plague  for  some  time,  in  an  unhappy  brawl 
At  chanced  the  morning  I  left  Zetland.^ 
^  Is  he  dead  T*  asked  Bunce ;  ^*  it  is  a  more 
nous  question  here,  than  it  would  be  on  the 
rand  Cidmains  or  the  Bahama  Isles,  and  where 
brace  or  two  of  fellows  may  be  shot  in  a  mom- 
g,  and  no  more  heard  of  or  asked  about  them 
lan  if  they  were  so  many  wood-pigeons.     But 
ire  it  may  be  otherwise ;  so  I  hope  you  have  not 
ade  your  friend  immortal.^ 
"  I  hope  not,"  said  the  Captain,  "  though  my 
Dger  has  been  fatal  to  those  who  have  given  me 
88  provocation.    To  say  the  truth,  I  was  sorry 

VOL.  III.  G 
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lis  when  I  repented  ;  but  there  was  no  dme  to 
lunk  of  any  thing  save  escape  and  concealment, 
IT  if  the  house  rose  on  me,  I  was  lost ;  as  the 
cfy  old  man,  who  is  head  of  the  family,  would 
Kfe  dcme  justice  on  me  had  I  been  his  brother, 
look  the  body  hastily  on  my  shoulders  to  carry 
:  down  to  the  sea^shore,  with  the  has^  purpose 
f  throwing  it  into*  a  rivoy  as  they  call  them,  or 
bom  of  great  depth,  where  it  would  have  been 
nog  enough  in  being  discovered.  This  done,  I 
atended  to  jump  into  the  boat  which  I  had  lying 
eady,  and  set  sail  for  KirkwalL  But  as  I  walk- 
d  hastily  towards  the  beach  with  my  burthen, 
be  poor  young  fellow  groaned,  and  so  apprized 
He  that  the  wound  had  not  been  instantly  fatal. 
'  was  by  this  time  well  concealed  amongst  the 
odLS,  and  far  from  desiring  to  complete  my 
rinie,  I  laid  the  young  man  on  the  ground,  and 
ras  dcnng  what  I  could  to  staunch  the  blood, 
rhen  suddenly  an  old  woman  stood  before  me. 
ibe  was  a  person  whom  I  had  frequently  seen 
rhile  in  Zetland,  and  to  whom  they  ascribe  the 
juoracter  of  a  sorceress,  or,  as  the  negroes  say. 
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an  Obi  woman.  She  demanded  the  wounded 
man  of  me,  and  I  was  too  much  pressed  for  Uvae 
to  hesitate  complying  with  her  request  More 
she  was  about  to  say  to  me,  when  we  heard  the 
voice  of  a  ^ly  old  man,  belonging  to  the  fa- 
mily, singing  at  some  distance.  She  then  pies- 
ed  her  finger  on  her  lip  as  a  «gn  of  secrecy, 
whistled  very  low,  and  a  shapeless,  deformed 
brute  of  a  dwarf  coming  to  her  assistance,  they 
carried  the  wounded  man  into  one  of  the  caTemi 
with  which  the  place  abounds,  and  I  got  to  ny 
boat  and  to  sea  with  all  expedition.  If  that  old 
hag  be,  as  they  say,  connected  with  the  King  of 
the  Air,  she  favoured  me  tljat  morning  with  a 
turn  of  her  calling ;  for  not  even  the  West  In- 
dian  tornadoes,  which  we  have  weathered  together, 
made  a  wilder  racket  than  the  squall  that  drove 
mc  so  far  out  of  our  course,  that,  without  a  pocket- 
compass,  which  I  chanced  to  have  about  me,  I 
should  never  have  recovered  the  Fair  Isle,  for 
which  we  run,  and  where  I  found  a  brig  which 
brought  me  to  this  place.  But  whether  the  old 
woman  meant  me  weal  or  woe,  here  we  came  it 
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length  in  safety  from  the  sea,  and  here  I  remain 
at'Iand,  in  doubts  and  difficulties  of  more  kinds 
than  one.*" 

^  O  the  devil  take  the  Sumburgh-head,^  said 
Bunee,  ^^  or  whatever  they  call  the  rock  that  you 
knocked  our  clever  little  Revenge  against  !^ 

^^  Do  not  say  I  knocked  her  on  the  rock,^  said 
Cleveland  ;  *^  have  I  not  told  you  fifty  times,  if 
the  cowards  had  not  taken  to  their  boat,  though 
I  shewed  them  the  danger,  and  told  them  they 
would  be  all  swamped,  which  happened  the  in* 
6tant  they  cast  off  tlie  painter,  she  would  have 
been  afloat  at  this  moment  ?  Had  they  stood  by 
me  and  the  ship,  their  lives  would  have  been  sa- 
ved; had  I  gone  with  them,  mine  would  have  been 
lost ;  who  can  say  which  is  for  the  best  ?^ 

*^  Well,"*  replied  his  friend, "  I  know  your  case 
now,  and  can  the  better  help  and  advise.  I  will 
be  true  to  you,  Clement,  as  the  blade  to  the  hilt ; 
but  I  cannot  think  that  you  should  leave  us.  As 
the  old  Scottish  song  says,  ^  Waes  my  heart  that 
we  should  sunder.** — But  come,  you  will  aboard 
with  us  to-day,  at  any  rate  ?^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


I  time  like  to  the  Tend  in  the  tide-way. 

Which,  Liking  finTOuring  breeze,  hath  not  the  power 

To  stem  the  powerful  current.— Eyen  to, 

RciolTing  daily  to  foisake  my  Tices, 

Habit,  ttrong  circumstance,  renew*d  temptation. 

Sweep  me  to  sea  again— O  heayenly  breath, 

FiU  thou  my  sails,  and  aid  the  feeble  yessd. 

Which  ne*er  can  readi  the  blessed  port  without  thee ! 

*Tit  Odds  when  Evem  meet. 


Cleveland,  with  his  confidaDt  Bunce,  de^ 
loended  the  hill  for  a  time  in  silence,  until  at 
length  the  latter  renewed  their  conversation. 

**  You  have  taken  this  fellow'^s  wound  more  on 
jTOur  conscience  than  you  need.  Captain — I  have 
known  you  do  more  and  think  less  on^t.^ 

**  Not  on  such  slight  provocation.  Jack,"  re- 
[ilied  Cleveland.  ^^  Besides,  the  lad  saved  my  life ; 
md  say  that  I  requited  him  the  favour,  still  we 
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should  not  have  met  on  such  evil  terms ;  but  I 
trust  that  he  may  receive  aid  from  that  womsDi 
who  has  certainly  strange  skill  in  nmples.* 

^  And  over  simpletons,  Captain,^  said  his 
friend,  **  in  which  class  I  must  e^en  put  you  dowD| 
if  you  think  move  on  this  subject.  That  you 
dioqld  be  made  a  fool  of  by  a  young  womta, 
why,  it  is  many  an  honest  man^s  case;— but  to 
puzzle  your  pate  about  the  mpmmeries  of  an  old 
one,  is  far  too  great  a  folly  to  indulge  a  fnend 
in.  Talk  to  me  of  your  Minna,  ance  you  so  cJH 
her,  as  much  as  you  will ;  but  you  have  no  title  to 
trouble  your  faithful  squire-errant  with  your  old 
mumping  ma^cian.  And  now  here  we  are  oooe 
^ore  amongst  the  booths  and  tents,  which  these 
good  folks  are  pitching-^let  us  look  and  see  whe- 
ther we  may  not  find  some  fun  and  frolic  amongst 
them.  In  merry  England,  now,  you  would  ha?e 
seen,  on  such  an  occasion,  two  or  three  bands  of 
strollers,  as  many  fire-eaters  and  conjurors,  ss 
many  shows  of  wild  beasts ;  but  amongst  these 
grave  folks,  there  is  nothing  but  what  savours  of 
lousiness  and  of  commodity— no,  not  so  much  as 
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a  angle  squall  from  my  merry  gossip  Punch  and 
his  rib  Joan*^ 

As  Bunoe  thus  i^xike^  Cleveland  cast  his  eyes 
CHI  some  very  gay  clothes,  which,  with  other  ar- 
tidesi,  hung  out  upon  one  of  the  booths,  that 
hadja  good  deal  more  of  ornament  ai^d  exterior 
dsocHratioii  than  the  rest.  There  was  in  front  a 
fDiall  ogn  of  canvas  painted,  announcing  jthe  va- 
riety of  goods  which  the  owner  of  the  booth, 
Biy.oe  Snaelsfoot,  had  upon  sale,  and  the  reason- 
able pnces  at  which  he  proposed  to  o£Per  them  to 
the  public  For  the  further  gradfication  of  the 
spectator,  the  sign  bore  on  ^e  oppo^tjs  side  an 
emblematic  device,  resembling  our  first  parents 
in  their  vegetable  garments,  with  this  legend,— 

**  Poor  flinners  whom  the  snake  decdvef, 
Ate  fiun  to  cover  them  with  leaves. 
Zetland  hath  no  leaves,  'tis  tnie^ 
Because  that  trees  are  none,  or  few ; 
But  we  have  flax  and  taits  of  woo'. 
For  linen  cloth  and  wadmaal  hlue ; 
And  we  have  many  of  foreign  knacks 
Of  finer  waft,  than  woo'  or  flax. 
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Ye  giUiniy  Lambnai  ladi  *  ^VP^v, 
And  bring  jour  lamhm«  asten  here, 
Bryee  Soadsfooc  ipara  noi  cost  or  cue. 
To  iJiMiiir  cfery  gentk  pair." 

While  Clevdaiid  was  peniang  these  godly 
rhTmeSy  which  bftNigfat  to  his  mind  Claud  Hit 
cro,  to  whom,  as  tbe  poetJaureat  of  the  hiaaif 
ready  with  his  talent  alike  in  the  service  of  the 
great  and  small,  thej  probably  owed  their  ori^ 
the  worthy  proprietor  of  the  booth,  having  oat 
eye  upon  him,  began  with  a  hasty  and  a  trembliflg 
hand  to  remove  some  of  the  garments,  which,  ai 
the  sale  only  commenced  upon  the  ensuing  day, 
he  had  exposed  either  {or  the  purpose  of  aiiiiig 


*  It  was  anciently  the  cmtom  at  Saint  ODaw'a  Fair  it 
Kirkwall,  that  the  young  people  of  the  lower  dtm,  md 
of  either  sex,  amocisted  in  pain  jfor  the  period  of  the  Fair, 
during  which  the  couple  were  termed  T^tnWw—  brodier 
and  sister.  It  is  easy  to  ccmodve,  that  the  exduai?e  frmi- 
liarity  arising  out  of  this  custom  was  liable  to  abuse,  die 
rather  that  it  is  said  little  scandal  was  attached  to  the  in- 
discretions which  it  occasioned. 
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them,  or  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  specta- 
tors. 

<<  By  my  word.  Captain,^  whispered  Bunoe  to 
CleTeUnd,  *<  you  must  have  had  that  fellow  un- 
do* your  clutches  one  day,  and  he  remembers  one 
gripe  of  your  talons,  and  fears  another.  See  how 
fittt  he  is  packing  his  wares  out  of  sight  so  soon 
as  he  sets  eyes  on  you.^ 

^  His  wares  !^  said  Cleveland,  on  looking  more 
flttentiTely  at  his  proceedings ;  *^By  heaven,  they 
are  my  clothes  which  I  left  in  a  chest  at  Jarls- 
hoff  when  the  Revenge  was  lost  there.-^Why, 
Biyce  Snaelsfoot,  thou  thief,  dog,  and  villain, 
what  means  this  ?  Have  you  not  made  enough  of 
us  by  cheap  buying  and  dear  selling,  that  you 
have  seized  on  my  trunk  and  wearing  apparel  ?^ 

Bryce  Snaelsfoot,  who  probably  would  other- 
wise not  have  been  willing  to  see  his  friend  the 
Captain,  was  now  by  the  vivacity  of  his  attack 
obliged  to  pay  attention  to  him.  He  first  whisper- 
ed to  his  little  foot  page,  by  whom,  as  we  have 
already  noticed,  he  was  usually  attended,  ^*  Run 
to  the  town-council-house,  Jarto,  and  tell  the 
provost  and  baillies  they  maun  send  some  of  .their 
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officers  speedily,  for  here  is  like  to  be  wild  wark 
in  the  fair.^ 

So  having  siud,  and  having  seconded  bis  com- 
mands  by  a  push  on  the  shoulder  of  bis  messen- 
ger, which  sent  him  spinning  out  of  tbe  shop  ai 
fast  as  heels  could  carry  bim,  Bryce  Snaelsfoot 
turned  to  his  old  acquaintance,  and  with  that 
amplification  of  words  and  exaggeration  €st  man- 
ner, which  in  Scotland  is  called  ^  making  a  phrase,* 
be  ejaculated — ^^  The  Lord  be  gude  to  us !  tk 
worthy  Captain  Cleveland,  that  we  were  all  sae 
grieved  about,  returned  to  relieve  our  hearts 
again !  Wat  have  my  cheeks  been  for  you,  (here 
Bryce  wiped  bis  eyes,)  and  blithe  am  I  now  to 
see  you  restored  to  your  sorrowing  friends.* 

"  My  sorrowing  friends,  you  rascal  J''  said 
Cleveland ;  **  I  will  give  you  better  cause  for 
sorrow  than  ever  you  had  on  my  account,  if  you 
do  not  tell  me  instantly  where  you  stole  all  my 
clothes.*" 

"  Stole  !*"  ejaculated  Bryce,  casting  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven ;  *^now  the  Powers  be  gude  to  us !— the 
poor  gentleman  has  lost  hb  reason  in  that  weary 
gale  of  wind.*"^ 
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•*  Wby,  you  insolent  rascal  !^  said  Cleveland, 
graspiDg  the  cane  which  he  carried,  **  do  you 
think  to  bamboozle  me  with  your  impudence  ? 
As  you  would  have  a  whole  head  on  your  shoul- 
ders, and  your  bones  in  a  whole  skin  one  minute 
kmger,  tell  me  where  the  devil  you  stole  my 
wearing  apparel." 

Bryce  Snaelsfoot  ejaculated  once  more  a  repe« 
ticion  of  the  word  ^^  Stole !  Now  Heaven  be  gude 
to  us  !"  but  at  the  same  time  conscious  that  the 
Captain  was  likely  to  be  sudden  in  execution, 
cast  an  anxious  look  to  the  town,  to  see  the  loi- 
tering aid  of  the  civil  power  advance  to  his  re« 
scue. 

<<  I  insist  on  an  instant  answer,"  said  the  Cap- 
tiun,  with  upraised  weapon,  *<  or  else  I  will  beat 
you  to  a  mummy,  and  throw  out  all  your  frip- 
pery upon  the  common." 

Meanwhile,  Master  John  Bunce,  who  consider- 
ed the  whole  affair  as  an  excellent  good  jest,  and 
not  the  worse  one  that  it  made  Cleveland  very  an- 
gry, seized  hold  of  the  Captain^s  arm,  and  withont 
any  idea  of  ultimately  preventing  him  from  exe- 
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tkrassy  nteifered  j  ust  so  mudi  as  n 
tt>  pratnct  a  dwraisMnn  so  anrnang. 
r«  kc  Ae  hameA  man  qpeak,"  he 

ke  hmm  fine  m  oomiii^  fine  as 

i  mkaanriih  pur  of  ahoulden)  and 

the  ime  luuriJies  of  doqu^ioey  in  As 

«f  vUck  Ben  smp  tkedoth  aninditoo 

Xov«  I  nh  Toa  to  consider  that  joa 

\qA  of  a  tnde^— he  neasores  bales  bj  the 

"^..  j^  yon  hf  the  srad,— -and  so  I  will  not 

baa  cbofTd  op  tiU  he  has  had  a  fair  chaK.* 

"^  Yea  are  a  Ibol  f  said  Clerdand,  endeafoor* 

na:  aa»  abike  hb  friend  off. — **  Let  me  go;  for 

W  Hesvw  I  will  be  foal  of  Urn  T 

-^  Oaai  hoB  Catty'*  said  die pedhr,  ^gooddear 

hold  him  nst  f" 
iiMM  thing'  for  yourself,^  aid 
nr  gob4iox,  laan ;  patter  away, 
<r  br  HT  soul  I  vitt  let  him  hMMe  on  joa  T 
^  He  sars  I  stole  these  goods,""  said  Brjoe, 
imnseif  mnsodose,  that  pleading 
chaenee  becaaae  inedtabk.     ^  Now,  how 
[  steal  them,  when  they  are  mine  by  fiur 
rful  purchase  r^ 
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**  Puiehaae !  you  beggarly  vagrant  !^  said 
Cleveland ;  *^  from  whom  did  you  dare  to  buy 
my  clothes  ?  or  who  bad  the  impudence  to  sell 
tbemr 

^*  Just  that  worthy  professor,  Mrs  Swertha, 
die  housekeeper  at  Jarlshoff,  who  acted  as  your 
CBecutor,*  said  the  pedlar ;  **  and  a  grieved  heart 
diehad.'' 

^^  And  so  she  was  resolved  to  make  a  heavy 
podet  of  it,  I  suppose,^  said  the  Captain ;  *^  but 
liow  did  she  dare  to  sell  the  things  lefl  in  her 
diaiger 

**  Why,  she  acted  all  for  the  best,  good  wo- 
man r*  said  the  pedlar,  anxious  to  protract  the 
diflcusaon  until  the  arrival  of  succours ;  ^^  and  if 
you  will  but  hear  reason,  I  am  ready  to  account 
with  you  for  the  chest  and  all  that  it  holds.^ 

^  Speak  out  then,  and  let  us  have  none  of  thy 
damnable  evasions,^  said  Captain  Cleveland ;  **  if 
you  shew  ever  so  little  purpose  of  b^ng  some- 
what honest  for  once  in  thy  life,  I  will  not  beat 
thee.^ 

^  Why  you  see,  noble  Captain,^  said  the  ped- 
lar,-—and  then  muttered  to  himself,  '^  plague  on 
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my  dear  friend  ?^  said  BuDce ;  **  I  must  preseDU 
Ij  beat  you  myself  uutil  you  come  to  the  point.^ 

•*  Weel,  weel, — ^patience,  patience,'*  said  Bryce, 
wa:ving  his  hand ;  <^  you  will  get  ail  time  enough. 
Weel,  there  are  two  folks  gane,  as  I  said,  forbye 
tlie  distress  at  Burgh- Westra  about  Mistress  Min- 
iia?8  i^ad  lulment "^ 

•*  Bring  not  tier  into  your  buifoonery,  sirrah,'* 
Baud  Cleveland,  in  a  tone  of  anger,  not  so  loud, 
but  far  deeper  and  more  concentrated  than  he 
had  hitherto  used  ;  '^  for  if  you  name  her  with 
less  than  reverence,  I  will  crop  the  ears  out  of 
your  head,  and  make  you  swallow  them  on  the 
qpotr 

**  He,  he,  he  r  faintly  laughed  the  Jagger ; 
^  that  were  a  pleasant  jest  1  you  are  pleased 
to  be  witty.  But  to  say  naething  of  Burgh- 
Westra,  there  is  the  carle  at  Jarlslioff,  he  that 
was  the  auld  Mertoun,  Mordaunfs  father,  whom 
men  thought  as  fast  bound  to  the  place  he  dwelt 
in  as  the  Suniburgh-head  itscU,  naething  maun 
serve  him  but  he  is  lost  as  weel  as  the  lave  about 
whom  I  have  spoken.     And  there'^s  Magnus 

VOL.  III.  11 
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TrvHl,  (wi^  favour  be  he  named,)  taking  bone; 
and  there  is  pleasant  Master  Claud  Halcro  taking 
boat,  whilk  he  steers  worst  of  anj  man  in  Zet- 
land, his  head  running  on  rambling  rhymes;  and 
the  Factor  body  is  on  the  stir — the  Scots  Factor, 
— him  that  is  aye  speaking  of  dikes  and  dd?ii^ 
and  such  unprofitable  wark,  which  has  naefhingof 
merchandize  in  it,  and  he  is  on  the  lang  trot  too ; 
so  that  ye  might  say,  upon  a  manner,  the  tae  half 
of  the  mainland  of  Zetland  is  lost,  and  the  other 
is  running  to  and  fro  seeking  it— awfu^  times  T 

Captain  Cleveland  had  subdued  his  passioBt 
and  listened  to  this  tirade  of  the  worthy  man  of 
merchandize,  with  impatience  indec<],  yet  not 
without  the  hope  of  hearing  something  that  might 
concern  him.  But  his  companion  was  now  be- 
come  impatient  in  his  turn :— -^*  The  clothes  T  be 
exclaimed^  ^^  the  clothes,  the  clothes,  the  clothes!* 
accompanying  each  repetition  of  the  words  with 
a  flourish  of  his  cane,  the  dexterity  of  which  con- 
sisted in  coming  mighty  near  the  Ja^er^s  ears 
without  actually  touching  him. 

The  Jagger,  shrinking  from  each  of  these  de- 
monstrations, continued  to  exclaim,  '^  Nay,  sii 
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good  flip— worthy  jdr— for  the  clothes— I  found  the 
worthy  dame  in  great  distress  on  account  of  her 
(dd  maat^,  and  on  account  of  her  young  master, 
and  on  account  of  wcnrthy  Captain  Cleveland ; 
and  became  of  the  distress  of  the  worthy  Fo wde^s 
fiunily,  and  the  trouble  of  the  great  Fowde  him- 
adf^-^^-and  because  of  the  Factor,  and  in  respect 
of  Claud  Halcro,  and  on  other  accounts  and  re- 
spects. Also  we  mingled  our  sorrows  and  our 
tears  with  a  bottle,  as  the  holy  text  hath  it,  and 
called  in  the  Ranzelman  to  our  council,  a  worthy 
man,  Niel  Ronaldson  by  name,  who  hath  a  good 
Dqmtation.^ 

Here  another  flourish  of  the  cane  came  so  very 
near  that  it  partly  touched  his  ear.  The  Jagger 
started  back,  and  the  truth,  or  that  which  he  de- 
abed  should  be  considered  as  such,  bolted  from 
him  without  more  circumlocution ;  as  acork,  after 
niiuch  unnecessary  buzzing  and  fizzing,  springs 
forth  finom  a  bottle  of  spruce  beer. 

**  In  brief,  what  the  de^il  mair  would  you  have 
of  it  ?— the  woman  sold  me  the  kist  of  clothes— 
tbej  are  mine  by  purchase,  and  that  is  what  I 
will  live  and  die  upon.**^ 


116  THX  riEATC. 

^<  In  Other  words^^said  CleveUnd,^  this  greed; 
old  hag  had  the  impudence  to  sell  what  wasnoK 
of  hers ;  and  you,  honest  Bryoe  Snaelsfoot,  had 
the  assurance  to  be  the  purdiaser.** 

^^  Ou  dear,  Captain,^  sud  the  consdentious  ped- 
lar, ^<  what  wad  ye  hae  had  twa  poor  folk  to  da? 
There  was  yoursell  gane  that  aught  the  thiogiy 
and  Master  Mordaunt  was  gane  that  bad  dies 
in  keeping,  and  the  things  were  but  damply  pot 
up,  where  they  were  rotting  with  moth  and  mouU, 
and        ^ 

<^  And  so  this  old  thief  sold  them,  and  yoo 
bought  them,  I  suppose,  just  to  keep  them  finom 
spoiling,^  said  Cleveland. 

«<  Weel  then,"  said  the  merchant, "  Fm  thinkiif  , 
noble  Captain,  that  wad  be  just  the  gate  of  it* 

^'  Well  then,  hark  ye,  you  impudent  soomi- 
drel,"  said  the  Captain,  ^  I  do  not  wish  to  dirty 
my  fingers  with  you,  or  to  make  any  disturbance 
in  this  place        " 

^^  Grood  reason  for  that,  Captmn— ^dia  T  sad 
the  Jaggcr  slyly. 

*^  I  will  break  your  bones  if  you  speak  another 
word,""  replied  Cleveland.  ^<  Take  notice— I  offer 
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jou  fair  terms— f^ve  me  back  the  black  leathern 
pocket-book  with  the  lock  upon  it,  and  the  purse 
with  the  doubloons,  with  some  few  of  the  clothes 
I  want,  and  keep  the  rest  in  the  devil''s  name.^ 

^  Doubloons ! !  i'^-rexclaimed  the  Jagger,  with 
an  exaltation  of  voice  intended  to  indicate  the  ut- 
most extremity  of  surpnse,— ^^  What  do  I  ken  of 
doubloons  ?  my  dealing  was  for  doublets,  and  not 
tor  doubloons— If  the^re  were  doubloons  in  the 
kist^  doubtless,  Swertha  will  have  them  in  safe 
keeping  for  your  honour— the  damp  wouldna 
barm  the  gold,  ye  ken/^ 

*'  Give  me  back  my  pocket-book  and  my  goods, 
you  rascally  thief,^  said  Cleveland,  ^^  or  without 
a  word  more  I  will  beat  your  brains  out  r 

The  wily  Jagger,  casting  eye  around  him,  saw 
that  succour  was  near,  in  the  shape  of  a  party  of 
oflScers,  six  in  number;  for  several  rencontres 
with  the  crew  of  the  pirate  had  taught  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Kirkwall  to  strengthen  their  police 
parties  when  these  strangers  were  in  question. 

"  Ye  had  better  keep  the  thief  to  suityoursell^ 
honoured  Captain,^  said  the  Jaggcr,  emboldened 
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by  the  approach  of  the  civil  power ;  ^  for  win 
kens  how  a*  these  fine  goods  and  bonny-idies  were 
come  by  ?** 

This  was  uttered  with  such  provoking  slyneM 
of  look  and  tone,  that  Cleveland  made  no  farther 
delay,  but,  seizing  upon  the  Jagger  by  the  ooDir, 
dragged  him  over  his  temporary  counter,  wUdi 
was,  with  all  the  goods  displayed  therecm,  ovenei 
in  the  scuffle ;  and  holding  him  with  one  handi 
inflicted  on  him  with  the  other  a  severe  beatbig 
with  his  cane.  All  this  was  done  so  suddenly 
and  with  such  energy,  that  Bryce  Snapfafool, 
though  rather  a  stout  man,  was  totally  surprised 
by  the  vivacity  of  the  attack,  and  made  scarce 
any  other  effort  at  extricating  himself  than  b^ 
roaring  for  assistance  like  a  bull-calf.  The  *'  loi- 
tering aid^  being  at  length  come  up,  the  officers 
made  an  effort  to  seize  on  Cleveland,  and  by  thor 
united  exertions  succeeded  in  compelling  him  to 
quit  hold  of  the  pedlar,  in  order  to  defend  him- 
self from  their  assault  This  he  did  with  infinite 
strength,  resolution,  and  dexterity,  being  at  the 
same  time  well  seconded  by  his  friend  Jack  Bunce, 
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who  had  acen  with  iDfinite  glee  the  drubbing  sus- 
tained by  the  pedlar,  and  now  combated  tights 
ly  to  save  his  companion  from  the  consequences. 
But  as  there  had  been  for  some  time  a  growing 
feud  between  the  town''s  people  and  the  crew  of 
the  Rover,  the  former,  provoked  by  the  insolent 
deportment  of  the  seamen,  had  resolved  to  stand 
by  each  other,  and  to  aid  the  civil  power  upon 
such  occasions  of  riot  as  should  occur  in  future ; 
and  ao  many  asnstants  came  up  to  the  rescue  of 
the  constables,  that  Cleveland,  after  fighting  most 
manfully,  was  at  length  brought  to  the  ground 
and  made  prisoner.  His  more  fortunate  compa- 
nion had  escaped  by  speed  of  foot,  so  soon  as  he 
saw  that  the  day  must  needs  be  determined  agai  nst 
them. 

The  proud  heart  of  Cleveland,  which,  even  in 
its  perversion,  had  in  its  feelings  something  of 
original  nobleness,  was  like  to  burst,  when  he  felt 
himself  borne  down  in  this  unworthy  brawl—* 
dragged  into  the  town  as  a  prisoner,  and  hurried 
through  the  streets  towards  the  Council-house, 
where  the  ma^^trates  of  the  burgh  were  then 
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attack  so  furious  and  so  sudden,  and  carried  him 
off  in  triumph  towards  the  quay,  two  or  three  of 
their  number  facing  about  from  time  to  time  to 
keep  back  the  crowd,  whose  efforts  to  recover  the 
prisoner  were  the  less  violent,  that  most  of  the 
seamen  were  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses,  as 
well  as  with  the  less  lethal  weapons  which  alone 
tbey  had  as  yet  made  use  of. 

They  gained  their  boat  in  safety,  and  jumped 
into  it,  carrying  along  with  them  Cleveland,  to 
whom  circumstances  seemed  to  offer  no  other  re- 
fuge, and  pushed  off  for  the  vessel,  singing  in 
chorus  to  their  oars  ah  old  ditty,  of  which  the 
natives  of  Kirkwall  could  only  hear  tlie  first 
stanza: 

'*  Thus  said  the  Rover 

To  his  gallant  crcw^ 
^  Up  with  the  black  flag, 

Down  with  the  blue  !«- 
Fire  on  the  main  top. 

Fire  on  the  bow. 
Fire  on  the  gun-deck. 

Fire  down  below/  " 
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The  wild  chorus  of  their  voioes  was  heard  kag 
after  the  words  ceased  to  be  intelhgible.— Aal 
thus  was  the  pirate  Ckvelaiid  again  thnmn  aL 
mostin^oluiitarilj  amongst  these  desperste  sn»- 
dates,  fiom  whom  he  had  so  crfken  raolTed  to 
dctadi  himself. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


PaicDtal  lore,  my  frioad,  has  power  o*er  wiidoin. 
And  b  the  cliann  which,  like  the  fidoooafs  lure, 
C^n  bring  from  beaTen  the  highest  sotriiig  spiritf.— 
80,  whoi  fiuned  Piwpero  doffM  his  magic  robe. 
It  was  Miranda  phickM  it  from  his  shoulden. 

OUtPlay. 


Ons  wandering  narrative  must  now  return  to 
Mordaunt  Mertoun. — We  left  him  in  the  perilous 
oondidon  of  one  who  has  received  a  severe  wound, 
and  we  now  find  him  in  the  situation  of  a  conva^ 
lesoent,  pale  indeed,  and  feeble,  from  the  loss  of 
much  blood,  and  the  effects  of  a  fever  which  had 
f<dlowed  on  the  injury,  but  so  far  fortunate,  that 
the  weapon,  having  glanced  on  the  ribs,  had  on- 
ly occasioned  a  great  effusion  of  blood,  without 
touching  on  any  vital  part,  and  was  now  well 
lugfa  healed;  so  efficacious  were  the  vulnerary 
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plants  and  salves  with  which  it  had  been  treated 
by  the  sage  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head. 

The  matron  and  her  patient  now  sat  together 
in  a  dwelling  in  a  remote  island.  He  had  been 
transported  during  his  illness,  and  ere  he  had 
perfect  consciousness,  6rst  to  her  singular  habi- 
taUon  near  Fitful-head,  and  thence  to  her  present 
abode,  by  one  of  the  fishing-boats  on  the  station 
of  Burgh- Westra.  For  i^uch  was  the  command 
possessed  by  Noma  over  the  superstitious  diame- 
ter ofher  countrymen,that  she  never  failed  to  find 
faithful  agents  to  execute  her  commands,  what- 
ever these  happened  to  be;  and  as  her  orders  were 
generally  giy^n  under  injunctions  of  the  strictest 
secrecy,  men  recipropally  pondered  at  occurrences 
which  had  in  fact  been  produced  by  their  own 
agency  and  th^t  of  their  neighbours,  and  in 
which,  h^d  th^y  communicated  freely  with  each 
other,  no  shadow  of  the  marvellous  wquld  have 
remained. 

Mordaunt  was  now  seated  f)y  the  fire,  in  an 
apartment  indifferently  well  furnished,  having  a 
book  in  his  hand,  which  he  looked  upon  fnxn 
time  to  time  with  signs  of  ennui  and  impatienoc; 
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feelings  which  at  length  so  fat  overcame  him, 
that,  flinging  the  volume  on  the  table,  he  fixed 
his  eyes  on  the  fire,  and  assumed  the  attitude  of 
one  who  is  engaged  in  unpleasant  meditation. 

Moma,  who  sat  opposite  to  him,  and  appear- 
ed busy  in  the  composition  of  some  drug,  or  un- 
gnent,  anxiously  left  her  seat,  and  approadiing 
Ifoidaunt,  felt  his  pulse,  making  at  the  same 
time  the  most  affectionate  inquiries  whether  he 
felt  any  sudden  pain,  and  where  it  was  seated. 
The  manner  in  which  Mordaunt  replied  to  these 
earnest  inquiries,  although  worded  so  as  to  ex- 
press gratitude  for  her  kindness,  while  he  dk- 
ehdmed  any  feeling  of  indisposition,  did  not  seem 
to  giTC  satisfaction  to  the  Pythoness. 

**  Ungrateful  boy  t"  she  said,  "  for  whom  I 
haTC  done  so  much  ;  you  whom  I  have  rescued, 
by  my  power  and  skill,  from  the  very  gates  of 
death, — are  you  already  so  weary  of  me,  that 
you  cannot  refrain  from  shewing  how  desirous 
you  arc  to  spend,  at  a  distance  from  me,  the  very 
first  intelligent  days  of  the  life  which  I  have  re- 
•tored  to  thee  ?'** 

^  You  do  me  injustice,  my  kind  preseiverr 
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ITS  pooriy  nourished  among  strangers,  without 
[uiring  whether  you  were  alive  or  dead,  and 
ly  sending,  from  time  to  time,  supplies  in  such 
Inoo,  as  men  relieve  the  leprous  wretch  to 
am  they  fling  alms  from  a  distance  ?  And,  in 
«•  later  years,  when  he  had  made  you  the 
■panion  of  his  misery,  he  has  been  by  starts 
or  pedagogue,  by  starts  your  tormentor,  but 
rer,  Mordaunt,  never  your  father.'" 
^  Something  of  truth  there  is  in  what  you 
j^  replied  Mordaunt ;  ^^  my  father  is  not  fond ; 
t  he  is,  and  has  ever  been,  effectively  kind.  Men 
re  not  their  affections  in  their  power ;  and  it 
a  diild^s  duty  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits 
odi  he  receives,  even  when  coldly  conferred* 
J  father  has  conferred  instruction  on  me,  and 
MD  convinced  he  loves  me ;  he  is  unfortunate, 

1  even  if  he  loved  me  not ^ 

^  And  he  does  not  love  you,^  said  Noma, 
itily ;  *'  he  never  loved  any  thing,  or  any  one, 
re  himself.— He  is  unfortunate,  but  well  are  his 
ifortunes  deserved.— -O,  Mordaunt,  you  have 
e  parent  only,— one  parent,  who  loves  you  as 
t  drops' of  the  heart-blood  r 
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<<  I  know  I  have  but  one  parent,*"  repKed  Hot- 
daunt — ^  my  mother  has  been  long  dead ;  but 
your  words  contrachct  each  other.** 

^  They  do  not — they  do  not,"^  said  Noma,  ta 
a  paroxysm  of  the  deepest  feeling ;  **  you  have 
but  one  parent, — ^your  unhappy  mother  is  not 
dead — I  would  to  God  that  she  were  !  but  she  ii 
not  dead.  Thy  mother  is  the  only  parent  ihit 
loves  thee ;  and  I — I,  Mordaunt,'"  throwing  her* 
self  on  his  neck,  ^  am  that  most  unhappy,— yet 
most  happy  mother.^ 

She  closed  him  in  a  strict  and  convulsive  eoK 
brace,  and  tears,  the  first  perhaps  which  she  had 
shed  for  many  years,  burst  in  torrents  as  she  sob- 
bed on  his  neck.  Astonished  at  what  be  heird, 
felt,  and  saw, — moved  by  the  excess  of  her  agit^ 
tion,  yet  disposed  to  ascribe  this  burat  of  paaion 
to  insanity,  Mordaunt  vainly  endeavoured  to  tran- 
quillize the  mind  of  this  extraordinary  perscm. 

*^  Ungrateful  boy  !^  she  saad ;  *<  who  but  a 
mother  would  have  watched  over  thee  as  I  have 
watched  ?  From  the  instant  I  saw  thy  father, 
when  he  little  knew  by  whom  he  was  observed* 
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a  space  now  many  years  back,  I  knew  him  well, 
and  under  his  charge  I  saw  you  then  a  stripling, 
while  Nature,  speaking  loud  in  my  bosom,  assu- 
red me  thou  wert  blood  of  my  blood,  and  bone 
<xf  my  bone.     Think  how  often  you  have  won- 
dered to  see  me,  when  least  expected,  in  your 
places  of  pastime  and  resort !  Think  how  often  my 
eye  has  watched  you  on  the  giddy  precipices,  and 
muttered  those  charms  which  subdue  the  evil  de- 
mons who  shew  themselves  to  the  climber  on  the 
giddiest  point  of  his  path,  and  force  him  to  quit  his 
hold  !  Did  I  not  hang  around  thy  neck,  in  pledge 
of  tby  safety,  that  chain  of  gold  which  an  Elfin  King 
gftTe  to  the  founder  of  our  race  ?  Would  I  have 
given  that  dear  gift  to  any  but  to  the  son  of  my 
bosom  ?-»Mordaunt,  my  power  has  done  that 
lor  thee  that  a  mere  mortal  mother  would  dread 
to  think  of. — I  have  conjured  the  Mermaid  at 
midnight  that  thy  bark  might  be  prosperous  on 
the  haaf  I— I  have  hushed  the  winds,  and  navies 
have  flapped  their  empty  sails  against  the  mast 
in  inactivity,  that  you  might  safely  indulge  your 
sport  upon  the  crags  !^ 

VOL.  III.  I 
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Mordauot,  peimving  that  she  was  growiDg 
jet  wilder  in  her  talk,  endeayoured  to  frame  an 
answer  which  should  be  at  once  indulgent,  aool!b- 
ing,  and  calculated  to  allay  the  rising  warmth  of 
her  imagination* 

^*  Dear  Noma,^  he  said,  ^  I  have  indeed  msnj 
reasons  to  call  you  mother,  who  hare  beslovel 
so  many  benefits  upon  me^  and  from  me  you  shsH 
ever  receiye  the  affection  and  duty  of  a  dnU. 
But  the  chain  you  moitioned,  it  has  ▼anadttd 
from  my  nedc— I  haire  not  seen  it  since  the  ni£> 
fian  stabbed  me.^ 

^<  Alas  I  and  can  you  think  of  it  at  thb  mo- 
ment?** said  Noma,  in  a  sorrowful  accent— 
'^  But  be  it  so ;— and  knowit  was  I  took  it  tnm 
thy  neck,  and  tied  it  around  the  neck  of  her  who 
is  dearest  to  you,  in  token  that  the  union  betwiit 
you,  which  has  been  the  only  earthly  wish  wfaicb 
I  have  had  the  power  to  fonn,  shall  yet,  cveo 
yet,  be  accomplished— ay,  although  hdl  sbouU 
open  to  forbid  the  banns  !^ 

*^  Alas  r  said  Mordaunt,  with  a  sgh,  ^  yotf 
remember  not  the  diflerence  betwixt  our  situs- 
tioo — Her  father  is  wealthy  and  of  andest  birtb.^ 
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^  Not  more  wealthy  than  will  be  the  heir  of 
NoffDaof  FitfuUbead,*  answered  the  Pythonesfr-— 
**  act  of  better  or  more  ancient  Uood  than  that 
wUek  flows  in  thy  veins,  derived  from  thy  mo- 
llier,  the  descendant  of  the  same  Jarls  and  Sea- 
CngB  fipom  whom  Magnus  boasts  his  origin.-^ 
Or  doest  thou  think,  like  the  pedant  and  fanatic 
tftaaigan  who  have  come  amongst  us,  that  thy 
blood  it  dishoQoured  because  my  union  with  thy 
fiAcr  did  not  recrive  the  sanction  of  a  priest  ?•— 
Know,  that  we  were  wedded  after  the  ancient 
nMamer  of  the  Norse^^-our  hands  were  clasped 
widuB  the  circle  of  Odin,  with  such  deep  vows 
of  eternal  fidelity,  as  even  the  laws  of  these  usurp. 
ing  Soots  would  have  sanctioned  as  equivalent  to 
a  Uening  before  the  altar.  To  the  oflbpring  of 
sndi  a  union,  Magnus  has  nought  to  object  It 
was  weak— 4t  was  criminal  on  my  part,  but  it 
conveyed  no  infamy  to  the  birth  of  my  son.^ 

The  composed  and  collected  manner  in  which 
Norm  argued  these  points  began  to  impose  upon 
Mordauot  an  incipient  belief  in  the  truth  of  what 
she  said;  and  indeed  she  added  so  many  circunu 
atanees,  satisfactorily  and  rationally  conneeled 
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with  each  other,  as  seemed  to  confute  the  notioo 
that  her  story  was  altogether  the  delunon  of  that 
insanity  which  sometimes  shewed  itself  in  her 
speech  and  actions.  A  thousand  confused  ideii 
rushed  upon  him,  when  he  supposed  it  posaUe 
that  the  unhappy  person  before  him  might  actu- 
ally have  a  right  to  claim  from  him  the  respectand 
affection  due  to  a  parent  from  a  son.  He  coaU 
only  surmount  them  by  turning  his  mind  to  t 
different,  and  scarce  less  interesting  topic,  rmA* 
ving  within  himself  to  take  time  for  fiulher  in* 
quiry  and  mature  consideration,  ere  he  either  re- 
jected or  admitted  the  claim  which  Noma  plefe^ 
red  upon  his  affection  and  duty.  His  heoebc- 
tress,  at  least,  she  undoubtedly  was,  and  he  cooid 
not  err  in  paying  her,  as  such,  the  resjpect  and 
attention  due  from  a  son  to  a  mother ;  and  so  far, 
therefore,  he  might  gratify  Noma  without  odio^ 
wise  standing  committed. 

^<  And  do  you  then  really  think,  my  motber, 
(since  so  you  bid  me  term  you,)*^  said  Monkun^ 
<<  that  the  proud  Magnus  Troil  may,  by  any  in- 
ducement, be  prevuled  upon  to  relinquish  the 
angry  feelings  which  he  has  of  late  adopted  to- 
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wardd  me,  and  to  permit  my  addresses  to  his 
daughter  BrendaP^ 

**  Brenda  ?*•  repeated  Noma—"  who  talks  of 
Brenda?— it  is  of  Minna  that  I  spoke  to  you.*^ 

**  But  it  was  of  Brenda  that  I  thought,*"  rephed 
Mordaunt,  "  of  her  that  I  now  think,  and  of  her 
akme  that  I  will  ever  think.^^ 

**  Impossible,  my  son !"  replied  Noma.  "  You 
•cannot  be  so  dull  of  heart,  so  poor  of  spirit,  as  to 
prefer  the  idle  mirth  and  housewife  simplicity  of 
the  younger  sister,  to  the  deep  feeling  and  high 
miiid  of  the  noble-spirited  Minna?  Who  would 
stoop  to  gather  the  lowly  violet,  that  might  have 
the  rose  for  stretching  out  his  hand  ?^^ 

**  Some  think  the  lowliest  flowers  ate  the  sweets 
eA^  replied  Mordaunt,  "  and  in  that  faith  will  I 
five  and  die.^ 

^  You  dare  not  tell  me  so,^  answered  Noma, 
fiercely ;  then  instantly  changing  her  tone,  and 
taking  his  hand  in  the  most  affectionate  manner, 
abe  proceeded :— "  You  must  not — ^you  will  not 
tell  me  so,  my  dear  son— you  will  not  break  a 
mother^s  heart  in  the  very  first  hour  in  which  she 
has  embraced  her  child !— Nay,  do  not  answer 
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but  hear  me.  You  must  wed  Minna— I  hiTe 
bound  around  her  neck  a  fatal  amulet,  on  wUdi 
the  happiness  of  both  depends.  The  laboun  of 
my  life  have  for  years  had  this  direction.  Thus 
it  must  be,  and  not  otherwise-— Minna  must  be 
the  bride  of  my  son  r 

^*  But  is  not  Brenda  equally  near,  equally  dor 
to  you  ?'^  replied  Mordaunt 

<<  As  near  in  blood,^  said  Noma,  ^<  bnt  not » 
dear,— no,  not  half  so  dear  in  affection.  Ifinn^ 
mild,  yet  high  and  contemplative  spirit,  lenden 
her  a  companion  meet  for  one,  whose  ways,  fib 
mine,  are  beyond  the  ordinary  paths  of  tins  worid. 
Brenda  is  a  thing  of  common  and  ordinary  lifi^ 
an  idle  laugher  and  scoffer,  who  would  level  art 
with  ignorance,  and  reduce  power  to  weakoflsii 
by  disbelieving  and  turning  into  ridiculewfaatever 
is  beyond  the  grasp  of  her  shallow  intellect** 

**  She  is,  indeed,^  answered  Mordaunt,  ^an- 
ther superstitious  nor  enthusiastic,  and  I  lovehtf 
the  better  for  it  Remember  also,  my  motbefi 
that  she  returns  my  affection,  and  that  Minna,  if 
she  love  any  one,  loves  the  stranger  ClevdaoiL" 

^<  She  doe9  not«Hihe  dares  not,^  answered  Nor- 
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11%  *^  nor  dares  he  pursue  her  farther.  I  told  him 
when  first  he  came  to  Burgh-Westra,  that  I  des- 
tined her  for  you.^ 

*^  And  to  that  rash  annunciatioD,^  siud  Mor- 
daunt^  **  I  owe  this  man'*s  pc^'scvering  enmity— 
my  wound,  and  well  nigh  the  loss  of  my  life.  See^ 
my  mother,  to  what  point  your  intrigues  have 
ebeady  conducted  us,  and  in  heayen'^s  name  pro- 
aeeiite  them  no  farther.** 

It  seemed  as  if  this  reproach  struck  Noma  with 
the  finroe  at  once,  and  vivadty  of  lightning ;  foi 
die  struck  her  forehead  with  her  hand,  and  seem- 
ed eboat  to  drop  from  her  seat  Mordaunt,  great- 
ly shod^ed,  hastened  to  catch  her  in  his  arms,  and, 
though  scarce  knowing  what  to  say,  attempted  to 
utter  some  incoherent  expressions. 

**  Spore  me,  heaven,  spare  me  !^  were  the  first 
words  which  she  muttered ;  "  do  not  let  my  crime 
he  avenged  by  his  means.— Yes,  young  man,^  she 
sod,  after  a  pause,  **  you  have  dared  to  tell  what 
I  dared  not  tell  myself. — You  have  pressed  that 
upon  me,  which,  if  it  be  trutli,  I  cannot  believe, 
end  yet  continue  to  live.^ 
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Mordauot  in  vain  eodeaYoured  to  interrupt  lier 
with  protestations  of  his  ignorance  how  he  had 
offended  or  grieved  her,  and  of  his  extr<»nerq;ret 
that  he  had  umnt^itionally  done  dther.  Siepro* 
oeeded,  while  her  vcHoe  trembled  wildly,  with  to* 
hemenoe. 

*'  Yes !  you  have  touched  on  that  dark  soi* 
picion  which  pwsons  the  oonsdousnefls  of  nj 
power, — the  sole  boon  which  was  ^ven  me  in  fl^ 
change  for 'mnocence  and  for  peace  of  mind!  Yoor 
vmce  joins  that  of  the  demon  which,  even  wliSe 
the  elements  confess  me  th^  mistress,  whispers  to 
me,  ^  Noma,  this  is  but  delu^n — your  power  rHti 
but  in  the  idle  belief  of  the  ignorant,  supported 
by  a  thousand  petty  artificesof  your  own.*— -Tliii 
is  what  Brenda  says— this  is  what  you  would  s^ ; 
and  false,  scandalously  false  as  it  is,  there  aie 
rebellious  thoughts  in  this  wild,  brain  of  mine^ 
(touching  her  forehead  with  her  finger  as  die 
spoke,)  that,  like  an  insurrection  in  an  invaded 
country,  arise  to  take  part  agunst  their  distresKd 
sovereign.— Spare  me,  my  son  !^  she  continued, 
in  a  voice  of  suppUcation^  **  spare  me!— (hi 
sovereignty  of  which  your  words  would  deprife 
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me,  is  DO  enviable  exaltation.  Few  would  covet 
to  rule  over  ^bbering  ghosts,  and  howling  winds, 
and  raging  currents.  My  throne  is  a  cloud,  my 
aoeptre  a  meteor,  my  realm  is  only  peopled  with 
fantasies;  but  I  must  either  cease  to  be,  or  con- 
tinue to  be  the  mightiest  as  well  as  the  most  mi-. 
•erable  of  bdngs  !^ 

*^  Do  not  speak  thus  mournfully,  my  dear  and 
unhappy  benefactress,"^  said  Mordaunt,  much  af- 
fected ;  *^  I  will  think  of  your  power,  whatever 
you  would  have  me  believe.  But  for  your  own 
adke,  view  the  matter  otherwise.  Turn  your 
tliougbts  from  such  agitating  and  mystical  stu- 
dicf  from  such  wild  subjects  of  contemplation, 
into  another  and  a  better  channel.  Life  will  again 
liave  charms,  and  religion  will  have  comforts  for 
you." 

She  listened  to  him  with  some  composure,  as  it 
die  wdghed  his  counsel,  and  desired  to  be  guided 
by  it ;  but  as  he  ended,  she  shook  her  head  and 
exclaimed^- 

^  It  cannot  be.  I  must  remain  the  dreaded— 
tiie  mystical— the  Reimkennar»— the  controller 
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strong  drcumstance  in  favour  of  her  sanity  of 
intdlect ;  but^  on  the  other  hand,  her  imputing 
to  herself  the  guilt  of  parricide  seemed  so  wild 
and  improbable,  as,  in  Mordaunt^s  opinion,  to 
throw  much  doubt  upon  her  other  assertions. 

He  had  leisure  enough  to  make  up  his  mind 
oa  these  particulars,  for  no  one  approached  the 
aolitaiy  dwelling,  of  which  Noma,  her  dwarf, 
and  he  himself,  were  the  sole  inhabitants.  The 
island  in  which  it  stood  is  rude,  bold,  and  lofty, 
or  rather,  indeed,  oonasts  entirely  of  three  hills-— 
one  huge  mountain  divided  into  three  summits, 
with  the  chasms,  rents,  and  vallies  which  descend 
horn  its  summit  to  the  sea,  while  its  crest,  rising 
to  great  height,  and  shivered  into  rocks  which 
seem  almost  inaccesable,  intercepts  the  mists  as 
tfaey  drive  from  the  Atlantic,  and,  often  obscured 
from  the  human  eye,  forms  the  dark  and  unmo* 
lested  retreat  of  hawks,  eagles,  and  other  birds 
of  prey. 

The  soil  of  the  island  is  wet,  mossy,  cold,  and 
unproductive,  presenting  a  sterile  and  desolate 
appearance,  excepting  where  the  sides  of  small 
rivulets,  or  mountain  ravines,  arc  fringed  with 
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dwarf  bushes  of  birch,  hazel,  and  wild  curraat, 
some  of  them  so  tall  as  to  be  denominated  treeii 
in  that  bleak  and  bare  country. 

Bpt  the  view  from  the  sea-beach,  whieh  was 
Mordi&unf  s  favourite  walk,  when  his  convalescent 
state  began  to  permit  him  to  take  exercise,  had 
charms  which  compensated  the  wild  appearanos 
of  the  interior.  A  broad  and  beautiful  aouDd, 
or  strait,  divides  this  lonely  and  mountainous 
island  from  Pomona,  and  in  the  centre  of  that 
sound  lies,  like  a  tablet  composed  of  emerald, 
the  beautiful  and  verdant  little  island  of  Graem- 
say.  On  the  distant  mainland  is  seen  the  town  or 
village  of  Stromness,  the  excellence  of  whose  ha* 
ven  is  generally  evinced  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  shipping  in  the  road-stead,  and  from  the 
bay  growing  narrower,  and  lessening  as  it  recedes, 
runs  inland  into  Pomona,  where  its  tide  fills  the 
fine  sheet  of  water  called  the  Loch  of  Stennis. 

On  this  beach  Mordaunt  was  wont  to  wander 
for  hours,  with  an  eye  not  insensible  to  tlie  beau- 
ties of  the  view,  though  his  thoughts  were  agi- 
tated with  the  most  embarrassing  meditations  oo 
bis  own  situation.    He  was  resolved  to  leave  the 
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ialaiid  as  soon  as  the  establishment  of  his  health 
•bould  pennit  him  to  travel ;  yet  gratitude  toNor- 
na,  of  whom  he  was  at  least  the  adopted,  if  not  the 
real  son,  would  not  allow  him  to  depart  without 
her  permission,  even  if  he  could  obtain  means  of 
ooDveyanoe,  of  which  he  saw  little  possibility.  It 
was  only  by  importunity  that  he  extorted  from  his 
boatess  a  promise,  that,  if  he  would  consent  to 
regulate  his  motions  according  to  her  directions, 
she  would  herself  convey  him  to  the  capital  of 
the  Orkney  Islands,  when  the  approaching  Fair 
of  Saint  011a  should  take  place  there. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Httk  to  the  iDsnh  loud,  the  bitter 
The  fierce  thmt  aBswrnng  to  the  brutal  jeer ; 
Oaths  fly  like  piftol-ahott,  and  TengeAil  voidt 
Clarii  with  cadk  other  fike  ooofiictnig  tvwdi^i* 
The  robber*8  quarrel  bj  nch  aoands  is  shovn. 
And  true  men  hafe  some  chance  to  gain  thdr  owb. 


When  Cleveland,  borne  off  in  triumph  from 
his  assailants  in  Earkwall,  found  himself  onoe 
more  on  board  the  pirate-vessel,  lus  arrival  was 
hailed  with  hearty  cheers  by  a  ooasiderable  part 
of  the  crew,  who  rushed  to  shake  hands  with 
him,  and  offer  their  congratulations  on  his  re- 
turn ;  for  the  situation  of  a  Buccaneer  Captun 
raised  him  very  little  above  the  level  with  the 
lowest  of  his  crew,  who,  in  all  social  interooune, 
claimed  the  privilege  of  being  his  equal. 

When  his  faction,  for  so  those  clamorous 

U 
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fnends  might  be  termed,  bad  expressed  tbeic 
own  greetings,  they  hurried  Clevdand  forward 
to  the  stem,  where  Goffe,  their  present  oom- 
mander,  was  seated  on  a  gun,  listening  in  a  suU 
len  and  disccxitented  manner  to  the  diout  which 
announced  Cleveland'^s  weloome.  He  was  a  man 
betwixt  forty  and  fifty,  rather  under  the  middle 
Me,  but  8o  very  strongly  made,  that  his  crew 
uaed  to  compare  him  to  a  sixty-four  cut  down. 
Bbck-haired, bull-necked,  and  beetle-browed,  his 
clumsy  strength  and  ferocious  countenance  con* 
trasted  strongly  with  tlie  manly  figure  and  open 
coontenance  of  Cleveland,  in  which  even  the 
practice  of  his  atrocious  profesaon  had  been  un«. 
aUe  to  eradicate  a  natural  grace  of  motion  and 
generority  of  expression.  The  two  piratical  Cap* 
tains  looked  upon  each  other  for  some  tine  in 
silence,  while  th^  partisans  of  each  gathered 
around  him.  The  elder  part  of  the  crew  were  the 
{Mrindpal  adherents  of  Groffe,  while  the  young 
fellows,  amongst  whom  Jack  Bunce  was  a  prin- 
cipal leader  and  agitator,  were  in  general  attach- 
ed to  Cleveland. 

At  length  Oofie  brdce  silence.*-^  You  ane 
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you  too  good  a  man,  —  ■  with  your  cheese- 
toaster  and  your  ^b  there,  —--—to  serve  under 
my  orders,  and  be  d— d  to  you,  where  there 
are  so  many  gentlemen  that  are  elder  and  better 
aeamen  than  yourself  ?*" 

'^  I  wonder  which  of  these  capital  seamen  it 
ivas^^  sud  Cleveland,  coolly,  '*  that  laid  the  ship 
under  the  Bre  of  yon  «x-gun  battery,  that  could 
blow  her  out  of  the  water,  if  they  had  a  mind« 
before  you  could  either  cut  or  slip  ?  Elder  and 
better  sulors  than  I  may  like  to  serve  under  such 
a  lubber,  but  I  beg.  to  be  excused  for  my  own 
share,  Captiun — ^that'^s  all  I  have  got  to  tell  you.^ 

^^  By  6—,  I  think  you  are  both  mad  !^  sud 
Hawkins,  the  boatswain — <^  a  meeting  with  sword 
and  pistol  may  be  devilish  good  fun  in  its  way, 
when  no  better  is  to  be  had  ;  but  who  the  devil 
that  had  common  sense,  amongst  a  set  of  gentle- 
men in  our  condition,  would  fall  a-quarrelling 
with  each  other,  to  let  these  duck-winged,  wet>* 
footed  islanders  have  a  chance  of  knocking  us  all 
Vpon  the  head  !^ 

*'  Well  said,  old  Hawkins  !^  said  Derrick  the 
quarter-master,  who  was  an  officer  of  very,  consi^ 

VOL.  III.  K 
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derable  importance  among  these  toren ;  '*  I  aj, 
if  the  two  captains  wont  agree  to  liTe  together 
quietly^  and  dub  both  heart  and  head  to  defend 
the  vessel,  why,  d*— n  me,  depose  them  both,  iqr 
I,  and  chuse  another  in  thdr  stead  T 

<<  Meaning  yourself,  I  suppose.  Master  Quar- 
ter-Master r  said  Jack  BuDce ;  <'  but  that  cock 
wont  fight— He  that  is  to  command  gcntkma^ 
should  be  a  gentleman  himself,  I  think ;  and  I 
give  my  vote  for  Caption  CSevebnd,  as  spmtsl 
and  as  gentleman*like  a  man  as  ever  daff*d  the 
world  aside  and  bid  it  pass  !^ 

*^  What  I  you  call  yourself  a  gentleman,  I  war- 
rant !*^  retorted  Derrick ;  '^  why,  ■  your  eyes! 
a  tailor  would  make  a  better  out  of  the  wont 
suit  of  rags  in  your  strolling  wardrobe  !•— It  is  s 
shame  for  men  of  spirit  to  have  such  a  Jackoh 
dandy  scarecrow  on  board  P 

Jack  Bunce  was  so  incensed  at  these  base  eom- 
parisons,  that,  without  more  ado,  he  laid  his  hand 
on  his  sword.  The  carpenter,  however,  and  boat- 
swain mterfered,  the  former  brandishing  his  hraad 
axe,  and  sweanng  he  would  put  the  skull  of  the 
first  who  should  strike  a  blow  past  doutisg,  and 
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tile  latter  reminding  them,  that,  by  their  articles, 
all  quarrelling^  striking,  or  more  espedally  fight* 
11^  on  boards  was  strictly  prohibited ;  and  that  if 
any  gentlemen  had  a  quarrel  to  settle,  they  were 
to  go  ashore,  and  decide  it  with  cutlass  and  pistol, 
at  the  sight  of  two  of  their  messmates. 

^  I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  one,  —  •«-•«-  T 
and  GhiflRe,  sullenly ;  *<  Captain  Cleveland  has  waur 
doed  about  among  the  islands  here,amu8ing  him- 
self, ..«.««««.  1  and  we  have  wasted  our  time  and 
jiamHttty  in  waiting  for  him,  when  we  might  have 
been  adding  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  ddlars  to 
the  stodcppurse.  However,  if  it  pleases  the  rest 
of  the  gentlemen-adventurers,  I  shall  not  grumble 
aboat  it,  —  T 

^*  I  propose,^  siud  the  boatswain,  '<  that  there 
should  be  a  general  council  called  in  the  great  ca- 
Un,  according  to  our  articles,  that  we  may  consi- 
der what  course  we  are  to  hold  in  this  matter.^ 

A  general  assent  followed  the  boatswain^s  pro- 
posal ;  for  every  one  found  his  own  account  in 
these  general  councils,  in  which  each  of  the  ro- 
vers had  a  free  vota  By  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  crew  only  valued  their  franchise,  as  it  allow- 
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ed  them,  upon  such  solemn  oocaaons,  an  ubE- 
mited  quantity  of  liquor— a  right  which  thej 
fuled  not  to  exerdae  to  the  uttermost,  by  way  of 
aiding  their  deliberaticms.  But  a  few  amonpt 
the  adventurers,  who  umted  some  degree  cC 
judgment  with  the  daring  and  profligate  diaiaG> 
ier  of  th^r  profesaon,  were  wont,  at  audb  pe- 
riods, to  limit  themselves  within  the  bounds  d 
comparative  sobriety,  and  by  these,  under  the tp> 
parent  form  of  a  vote  of  the  general  council,  Ji 
things  of  moment  relating  to  the  voyage  and  OB- 
dertakings  of  the  |nrates  were  in  fact  deteimioed. 
The  rest  of  the  crew,  when  they  recovered  from 
their  intoxication,  were  easHj  persuaded  that  the 
resolution  adopted  had  been  the  legitimate  effiit 
of  the  combined  wisdom  of  the  whole  senate. 

Upon  the  present  occasion,  the  debauch  had 
proceeded  until  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  wer^ 
as  usual,  displaying  inebriation  in  all  its  most 
brutal  and  disgraceful  shapes— swearing  emp^ 
and  unmeaning  oaths— venting  the  most  horrid 
imprecations  in  the  mere  gaiety  of  their  heart— 
anging  songs,  the  ribaldry  of  which  was  only 
equalled  by  their  profaneness,  and^  from  the 
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iBiddle  of  this  earthly  hell,  the  two  Captains,  to« 
gedier  with  one  or  two  of  their  principal  adhe* 
rents,  as  also  the  carpenter  and  boatswain,  who 
diways  took  a  lead  on  such  occa^ons,  had  drawn 
together  into  a  pandsemonium,  or  privy  council 
of  their  own,  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done ;  for, 
as  the  boatswain  metaphorically  observed,  they 
tWere  in  a  narrow  channel,  and  behoved  to  keep 
«mnding  the  ude-way. 

When  they  began  their  consultations,  the 
firiends  of  Gofie  remarked,  to  their  great  dis- 
{deasure,  that  he  had  not  observed  the  whole- 
some rule  to  which  we  have  just  alluded ;'  but 
that,  in  endeavouring  to  drown  his  mortification 
at  the  sudden  appearance  of  Cleveland,  and  the 
•reception  he  met  with  from  the  crew,  the  elder 
Captain  had  not  beeh  able  to  do  so  without  over- 
flowing his  reason  at  the  same  time.  His  natu- 
ral sullen  taciturnity  had  prevented  this  from  be- 
ing observed  until  the  council  began  its  delibera- 
tions, when  it  proved  impossible  to  hide  it. 

The  first  person  who  spoke  was  Cleveland, 
who  said,  that,  so  far  from  wishing  the  command 
of  the  vessel,  he  deared  no  favour  at  any  pne^s 
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hand,  except  to  Und  him  upoQ  flonie  nlaBd  or 
hobn  at  a  distance  from  Kirkwall^  and  leave  Ub 
to  ihift  fcMT  himself. 

The  boatswain  rpmonatrated  strongly  9gimi 
tins  resoluuon.  <<  The  lada»*  he  said,  <<  all  kwr 
Clevdand,  and  could  Iniat  lus  seamandiip^  as  vd 
ashbooarage;  beadesyhenererlet  thegrogget 
qiute  uppermost,  and  wasalwaja  in  pvoper  tms^ 
either  to  sail  the  ship  or  to  fight  the  diip^  vfaci^ 
bj  she  was  never  without  some  one  to  keqp  her 
course  when  he  was  cm  board.-^And  as  ibr  thi 
noble  Captain  GoSe,^  continued  the  raedistorf 
^  he  is  assUmt  a  heart  as  ever  broke  biacmtyaai 
that  I  will  uphold  him ;  but  then,  when  he  hn 
his  grog  aboard— I  speak  it  to  his  fine— 4ie  is  m 
damned  funny  with  his  cranks  and  his  je8t%  ihst 
there  is  no  living  with  him.  You  all  lemeadber 
how  nigh  he  had  run  the  ship  on  that  cuisal 
Horse  of  Copinsha,  as  thqr  call  it,  jual  fay  waf 
of  frolic;  and  then  you  know  how  he  fired  ciFliif 
pistol  under  the  taUe,  when  we  were  at  the  grest 
council,  and  shot  Jack  Jenkins  in  the  knee^  and 
cost  the  poor  devil  his  leg,  with  his  pleamntiy.'' 

«  Jack  Jenkins  was  not  a  diip  the  worse," 
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Mud  the  carpenter;  <<  I  took  the  1^  off  with  mj 
•aw  as  well  as  any  lobloUy-boy  in  the  land  could 
have  done-— heated  my  broad  axe^  and  seared 
the  8tump-«-ay,  by  ——  1  and  made  a  jury.leg 
tliat  he  flhambles  about  with  as  well  as  ever  he 
£d— -for  Jack  could  never  cut  a  feather.^  * 

^  You  are  a  clever  fellow,  carpenter  r  replied 
die  boatswain,  **  a  d«- <l  clever  fellow  !  but  I 
kad  rathar  you  tried  your  saw  and  red-hot  axe 
upon  the  ship^s  knee-timbers  than  on  mine,  sink 
mm  !->»But  that  here  is  not  the  case— 'The  ques- 
tioo  is,  if  we  shall  part  with  Captain  Cleveland 
bere^  who  is  a  man  of  thought  and  action,  where* 
by  it  is  my  belief  it  would  be  heaving  the  pilot 
Cfverboard  when  the  gale  is  blowing  on  a  lee- 
ahore.  And  I  must  say,  it  is  not  the  part  of  a 
true  heart  to  leave  his  mates,  who  have  been 
here  waiting  for  him  till  they  have  missed  stays. 
Our  water  is  well  nigh  out,  and  we  have  junket- 
ed  till  provifflons  are  low  with  us.    We  cannot 


*  A  ship  going  &8t  through  the  sea  is  said  to  cut  a 
fetdier^  alluding  to  the  ripple  wfaidi  ahe  throws  off  from 
her  bows. 
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ndtont  tbe  good  witt  of  the  KirkwaU  folks.  If 
«e  reman  here  longer,  the  Halcyon  fngate  viU 
be  down  upon  o»— ^die  vas  seen  off  Peteriieid 
two  days  rince,  and  we  dball  hang  op  itt  the 
Tud-ann  to  be  wn-dned.  Now,  Captain  Clef  e- 
knd  vill  get  as  out  of  the  hobUe,  if  any  am. 
He  can  plaj  the  gentleman  irith  these  Kirkvail 
ialki^  and  knows  how  to  deal  with  them  on  ftir 
tem^  and  fiMil  too,  if  there  be  ocxaiaon  for  iL* 

^  And  so  you  would  turn  honest  Captain  God 
a^grazing,  would  ye  P  saidanoldweatber4ieatai 
pirate,  who  had  but  one  eye;  *'  what  though  he 
has  his  humoursi  and  made  my  eye  dowie  the 
glim  in  his  iandes  and  frolics,  be  is  as  honest  a 
man  as  erer  walked  a  quart^'-deck,  for  all  that; 
and  d — n  me  but  I  stand  by  him  so  long  pa 
t  other  lautem  is  lit  P 

**  Why,  you  would  not  hear  me  out,*"  sud 
Hawkins;  ^aman  might  as  well  talk  to  so  many 
negers  ! — I  tell  you  I  propose  that  devdaiid 
shall  only  be  Captain  from  one,  post  wwridioBj 
to  6re,  a.  m.  during  which  time  Gofie  is  alwaya 
drunk.^ 
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The  Captain  of  whom  he  last  spoke  gave  suf- 
fident  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  words,  by  utterr 
iDg  an  inartieulate  growl,  and  attempting  to  pre- 
aent  a  pistol  at  the  mediator  Hawkins. 

•*  Why,  look  ye  now  !^  said  Derrick,  "  there 
18  all  the  sense  he  has,  to  get  drunk  on  council- 
day^  like  one  of  these  poor  silly  fellows  T 

**  Ay,*"  said  fiunce,  **  drunk  as  Davy's  sow,  in 
the  fade  of  the  field,  the  fray,  and  the  senate  !^ 

UBut  nevertheless,^  continued  Derrick,  "it 
will  never  do  to  have  two  captains  in  the  same 
day-  I  think  week  about  might  suit  better — and 
let  Cleveland  take  the  first  turn.*" 

*<  There  are  as  good  here  as  any  of  them,^  said 
Hawkins;  "  howsomdever,  I  object  nothing  to 
Captain  Cleveland,  and  I  think  he  may  help  us 
into  deep  water  as  well  as  anotlier.^ 

**  Ay,"  exclaimed  Bunce,  "  and  a  better  figure. 
he  will  make  at  bringing  these  Kirkwallers  to 
order  than  his  sober  predecessor  ! — So  Captain 
Cleveland  for  ever  r 

"  Stop,  gentlemen,'^  said  Cleveland,  who  had 
hitherto  been  silent ;  "  I  hope  you  will  not  chusQ 
me  Captain  without  my  own  consent?' 


i>^ 


*^  At,  by  the  blue  vault  of  betven  wiU  wt^ 
Mid  BoBoe,  **  Hit  he  pro  bono  ptMUoT 

«  But  bear  me,  at  least  T  odd  devdaA- 
^  I  do  ooment  to  take  oommand  of  tbe  nad| 
moe  joa  wiab  it,  and  because  I  see  yoQwiUill 
get  oat  of  tbe  scrape  witbout  me.* 

«  Wbj  tbcn  I  saj,  Clevdand  for  ercr  agaaT 
Auuled  BuDoe. 

«  Be  quiet,  jt^phetj  desr  Bonoe !  hoiMil 
Ahamont  r  said  Clevdand.— *«  I  undorfdke  the 
V*ff"*f—  on  tbis  oonditiaa ;  tbat  wben  I  bate  got 
die  dnp  deaied  for  bcr  Tojage^  witb  pnmaaa^ 
and  so  forth,  you  will  be  content  to  restore  Cip* 
tain  Goffe  to  tbe  oommand^  as  I  aaid  beftrc^  sad 
put  me  asboie  somewbere,  to  shift  for  rnysdf** 
You  will  then  be  sure  it  is  impossible  I  can  b»> 
tray  you,  ance  I  will  remain  with  you  to  tbelsii 


*^  Ay,  and  after  the  last  moment  too,  by  the 
blue  Tault !  or  I  mistake  tbe  matter,^  mutterri 
Bunce  to  himsdf. 

The  matter  was  now  put  to  tbe  vote;  and  ea 
confidoit  were  tbe  crew  in  devdand*^  sopcfior 
address  and  manwementi  tbat  tbe  ^^m^t^'^y 
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deposition  of  Goffe  found  little  opposition  even 
among  his  own  partizans,  who  reasonably  enough 
observed,  ''he  might  at  least  have  kept  sober 
to  look  after  his  own  business.— -£^en  let  him 
put  it  to  rights  again  himself  next  morning,  if  he 
will." 

But  when  the  next  morning  came,  the  drunken 
part  of  the  crew,  being  informed  of  the  issue  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  council,  to  which  they 
were  virtually  held  to  have  assented,  shewed  such 
a  superior  sense  of  Cleveland'*s  merits,  that  Goffe, 
nilky  and  malcontent  as  he  was,  judged  it  wisest 
for  the  present  to  suppress  bis  feelings  of  resent- 
ment  until  a  safer  opportunity  for  suffering  them 
to  explode,  and  to  submit  to  the  degradation 
which  so  frequently  took  place  among  a  pira^ 
tical  crew. 

Cleveland,  on  his  part,  resolved  to  take  upon 
him,  with  spirit  and  without  loss  of  time,  the  task 
of  extricaUng  his  ship^s  company  from  their  pe- 
rilous situation.  For  this  purpose,  he  ordered  the 
boat,  with  the  purpose  of  going  ashore  in  person, 
carrying  with  him  twelve  of  the  stoutest  and  best 
men  of  the  ship^s  ocxnpany,  all  very  handsomely 
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appointed,  (for  the  success  of  their  DefiurioiM  pnK 
fioaon  had  enabled  the  prates  to  assume  necrij 
as  gay  dresses  as  their  officers,)  and  above  aH,  etch 
man  being  sufficiently  armed  with  cutlass  andpis- 
tols,  and  several  having  pole-axes  and  poniards 
Cleveland  himself  was  gallantly  dressed  in  t 
blue  coat,  lined  with  crimson  ^Ik,  and  laoed  with 
gold  very  richly,  crimson  damask  wmstcoat  snd 
breeches,  a  vdvet  cap,  richly  embroidered,  with 
a  white  feather,  white  silk  stockings,  and  red- 
heeled  shoes,  which  wane  the  extremity  of  finery 
among  the  gallants  of  the  day.  He  had  a  goU 
chain  several  times  folded  round  his  neck,  whkb 
sustained  a  whistle  of  the  same  metal,  the  ensign 
of  his  authority.  Above  idl,  he  wore  a  decoration 
peculiar  to  those  daring  depredators,  who,  be- 
sides one,  or  perhaps  two,  brace  of  pistols  at  their 
belt,  had  usually  two  additional  brace,  of  the  finest 
mounting  and  workmanship,  suspended  over  their 
shoulders  in  a  sort  of  slinsr  or  scarf  of  crimson 
ribband.  The  hilt  and  mounting  of  the  Captain^s 
sword  corresponded  in  value  to  the  rest  of  his 
equipment,  and  his  natural  good  mien  was  so  wdl 
adapted  to  the  whole  equipment,  that  when  he 


THE    PIRATE.  157 

appeared  on  deck,  be  was  received  with  a  general 
shout  by  the  crew,  who,  as  in  other  popular  so- 
ciedes,  judged  a  great  deal  by  the  eye. 

Cleveland  took  with  him  in  the  boat,  amongst 
others,  bis  predecessor  in  office,  Go£Pe,  who  was 
also  very  richly  dressed,  but  who,  not  having  the 
advantage  of  such  an  exterior  as  ClevelandXlook- 
ed  like  a  boorish  clown  in  the  dress  of  a  courtier, 
or  rather  like  a  vulgar-faced  footpad  decked  in 
die  spoils  of  some  one  whom  he  had  murdered, 
and  whose  claim  to  the  property  of  his  garments 
.18  rendered  doubtful  in  the  eyes  of  all  who  look 
upon  him,  by  the  mixture  of  awkwardness,  re- 
morse, cruelty,  and  insolence,  which  clouds  his 
countenance.  Cleveland  probably  chose  to  take 
Croffe  ashore  with  him,  to  prevent  his  having  any 
opportunity,  during  his  absence,  to  debauch  the 
crew  from  their  allegiance.  In  this  guise  they  left 
the  ship,  and  ^ging  to  their  oars,  while  the  water 
foamed  higher  at  the  chorus,  soon  reached  the 
quay  of  Kirkwall. 

The  command  of  the  vessel  was  in  the  mean 
time  entrusted  to  Bunce,  upon  whose  allegiance 
Cleveland  knew  that  he  might  perfectly  depend^ 
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and,  in  a  private  conTcrsation  with  him  of 
length,  he  gave  him  directioiia  how  to  act  iB 
emergencies  as  might  oocur. 

These  ammgemcntB  being  noade,  and  Bnoe 

harii^  been  repeatedly  diarged  to  stand  upon 

his  guard  alike  i^nst  the  adherents  of  Goft  sid 

any  attempt  from  the  shore,  the  boat  pot  dt 

As  she  approached  the  harbour,  Cleveland  fii- 

played  a  white  flag,  and  could  observe  thattlMV 

appearance  seemed  to  occasion  a  good  deal  sf 

bustle  and  alarm.    People  were  seen  nmmng  la 

and  fro,  and  some  of  them  appeared  to  be  geCtiag 

under  arms.     The  battery  was  manned  hastiij, 

and  the  English  colours  dis[Ja3red.    These  wov 

idarming  symptoms,  the  rather  that  Clevdand 

knew,  that,  though  there  were  no  artiUay-oMa 

in  Kirkwall,  yet  there  wore  many  sailors  perftctlf 

competent  to  the  management  of  great  gnns^ 

willing  enough  to  undertake  sodi  aervioe  in 

of  need. 

Noting  these  hostile  preparations  with  a  beedfiil 
eye,  but  suflering  nothing  like  doubt  or  ansetj 
to  appear  on  his  countenance,  Clevdand  ran  the 
boat  rijglitibr  the  quay,  on  which  several  people, 
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ned  vnth  muskets,  rifles,  and  fowling-pieces, 
i  others  with  half-pikes  and  whaling-knives, 
me  now  assembled,  as  if  to  oppose  his  landing, 
jpsrently,  however,  thejr  had  not  po»tively 
Iflnniiied  what  measures  they  were  to  pursue ; 
*  when  the  botft  reached  the  quay,  those  im- 
i&tely  opposite  bore  back,  and  suffered  Cleve- 
d  and  his  party  to  leap  ashore  without  hinder- 
Be.  They  immediately  drew  up  on  the  quay, 
DipCiDg  two,  who,  as  th^  Captain  had  com« 
ndbd,  remained  in  the  boat,  which  they  put 
'iD  ft  little  distance ;— -a  manoeuvre  which,  wlule 
[ilaeed  the  boat  (the  only  one  belonging  to  the 
op)  out  of  danger  of  being  seized,  indicated  a 
t  of  careless  confidence  in  Cleveland  and  his 
(ty,  which  was  calculated  to  intimidate  thdr 
dooents. 

Phe  Kirkwallers,  however,  shewed  the  old  Nor- 
m  blood,  put  a  manly  face  upon  the  matter, 
1  stood  on  the  quay,  with  their  arms  shoulder- 
,  directly  opposite  to  the  rovers,  and  blocking 
against  them  the  street  which  leads  to  the 
m. 
[AtfvelaiKl  was  the  first  who  spoke,  as  the  par- 
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bes  Stood  tbus  Winking  upoo  each  other. — ^Bsm 
B  thfis^  gentlemen  buigheis  r^  he  said ;  '<  are  joa 
OrkiKT  folks  mined  Highlandmoi,  that  you  are 
all  uzfclier  arms  so  eariy  this  monuDg  ?  or  hire 
¥«u  aiaiUMd  the  quaj  to  gire  me  the  honour  of 
a  salute*  upon  takii^  the  command  of  my  shipr 

The  burghers  looked  on  each  other,  and  oae 
ofthemrep&edtoClevdand — ^^  Wedonoikaov 
vho  Tou  are;  it  was  that  other  man,*^ — pointiiK 
to  Gtiffe—^  who  used  to  come  ashore  as  CapCML* 

*^  That  other  gentleman  is  my  mate,  andcofr 
Bumds  in  mj  absence,*^  said  Cleveland ;— ^^  but 
what  is  that  u>  the  purpose  ?  I  wish  to  speak  with 
TOUT  Lord  Mayor,  or  whatsoever  you  call  him.^^ 

^  The  Provost  is  sitting  in  council  with  the 
Magistrates,"  answered  the  spokesman. 

^  So  much  the  better,^  replied  ClevelaiidL--i 
**  Where  do  their  Worships  meet  ?"* 

^*  In  the  Coundl-house,'^  answered  the  other. 

*^  Then  make  way  for  us,  gentlemen,  if  you 
please,  for  my  people  and  I  are  gmng  thae,^ 

There  was  a  whisper  among  the  townspeople  ; 
but  several  were  unresolved  upon  engaging  ia  a 
deqperate,  and  perhaps  an  unneoessary  oonffict, 

S 
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with  desperate  men ;  and  the  more  determined 
dtisens  formed  the  hasty  reflection  that  the  stran- 
gers might  be  more  easily  mastered  in  the  house, 
or  peribaps  in  the  narrow  streets  which  they  had 
to  trarerse,  than  when  they  stood  drawn  up  and 
prafMured  for  battle  upon  the  quay.  They  suffer- 
ed them,  therefore,  to  proceed  unmolested ;  and 
Cleveland,  moving  very  slowly,  keeping  his  people 
doae  together,  suffering  no  one  to  press  upon  the 
ihiiks  of  his  little  detachment,  and  making  four 
iiien>  who  ccmstituted  his  rear-guard,  turn  round 
and  face  to  the  rear  from  time  to  time,  rendered 
it,  by  hb  caution,  a  very  dangerous  task  to  make 
toy  attempt  upon  them. 

In  this  manner  they  ascended  the  narrow  street, 
and  reached  the  Council-house,  where  the  Ma- 
gistrates were  actually  sitting,  as  the  dtizen  had 
informed  Cleveland.  Here  the  inhabitants  began 
to  press  forward,  with  the  purpose  of  mingling 
with  the  pirates,  and  availing  themselves  of  the 
crowd  in  the  narrow  entrance,  to  secure  as  many 
as  they  could,  without  allowing  them  room  for 
the  free  use  of  their  weapons.  But  this  also  had 
Cleveland  foreseen,  and,  ere  entering  the  council- 

VOL.  III.  L 
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room,  he  caused  the  entrance  to  be  cleared  and 
secured,  commanding  foiur  of  his  men  to  face 
down  the  street,  and  as  many  to  confront  die 
crowd  who  were  thrusting  each  other  forward 
from  above.  The  burghers  recoiled  back  from 
the  ferocious,  swarthy,  and  sun-burned  counte- 
nances, as  well  as  the  levelled  arms,  of  these  des- 
peradoes, and  Cleveland,  with  the  rest  of  \m 
party,  entered  the  coundl-room,  where  the  Magi- 
strates were  sitting  in  council,  with  veiy  little 
attendance.  These  gentlemen  were  thus  sepan- 
ted  effectually  from  the  citizens,  who  looked  to 
them  for  orders,  and  were  perhaps  more  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy  of  Cleveland,  than  he,  with 
his  little  handful  of  men,  could  be  said  to  be  at 
that  of  tlie  multitude  by  whom  they  were  sun 
rounded. 

The  Magistrates  seemed  senile  of  their  dan- 
ger ;  for  they  looked  upon  each  other  in  seme 
confusion,  when  Cleveland  thus  addressed  them: 

^'  Good  morrow,  gentlemen, — I  hope  there  is  no 
unkindness  betwixt  us.  I  am  come  to  talk  with 
you  about  getting  supplies  for  my  ship  yonder  in 
the  road-8tead^*we  cannot  sail  without  them."* 
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"  Your  ship,  sir  ?*"  said  the  Provost,  who  was 
a  man  of  sense  and  spirit, — ^  how  do  we  know 
that  you  are  her  Captain  ?^ 

**  Look  at  me,^  siud  Cleveland,  <^  and  you  wiU, 
I  think,  scarce  ask  the  question  again.^ 

The  Magistrate  looked  at  him,  and  accordingly 
did  not  think  proper  to  pursue  that  part  of  the 
inquiry,  but  proceeded  to  say— *^  And  if  you  are 
ber  Captain,  whence  comes  she,  and  where  is  she 
bound  for  ?  You  look  too  much  like  a  man-of- 
war'^s  man  to  be  roaster  of  a  trader,  and  we  know 
that  you  do  not  belong  to  the  firiush  navy.^ 

'^  There  are  more  men-of-war  on  the  sea  than 
sail  under  the  British  flag,^  replied  Cleveland ; 
**  but  say  that  I  were  commander  of  a  free-trader 
here,  willing  to  exchange  tobacco,  brandy,  gin, 
and  such  like,  for  cured  fish  and  hides,  why,  I 
do  not  think  I  deserve  so  very  bad  usage  from 
the  merchants  of  Kirkwall  as  to  deny  me  provi* 
sions  for  my  money  P**^ 

'*  Look  you,  Captain,**  said  the  Town-Clerk, 
•*  it  is  not  that  we  are  so  very  strait-laced  nei- 
ther— ^for  when  gentlemen  of  your  cloth  come 
this  way,  it  is  as  weel,  as  I  tauld  the  Provostj 
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just  to  do  as  the  collier  did  when  he  met  the 
devily^-and  that  is,  to  have  naetlung  to  say  to 
them,  if  they  have  naething  to  say  to  ua ;— «iid 
there  is  the  gentleman,^  pointing  to  Goffe,  ^diit 
was  Captain  before  you,  and  may  be  Captain  after 
you,^— (^^  The  cuckold  speaks  truth  in  that,^  ntiit- 
tered  Goffe,)— ^^  be  knows  well  how  handsomdvi 
we  entertained  him,  till  he  and  hia  men  took  iipoa 
them  to  run  through  the  town  like  hellicat  detils.^ 
— I  see  one  of  them  there  !— that  was  the  my 
fellow  that  stopped  my  serrant-wench  od  tbo 
street,  as  she  carried  the  lantern  home  before  me, 
and  insulted  her  before  my  face  P 

^^  If  it  please  your  noble  Mayorship's  honour 
and  glory,"*  said  Derrick,  the  fellow  at  whom  the 
Town-clerk  pointed,  ^^  it  was  not  I  that  brougbt- 
to  the  bit  of  a  tender  that  carried  the  lantern  in 
the  poop— it  was  quite  a  diiflTerent  sort  o£  a  per** 


son.*" 


"  Who  was  it  then,  sir  ?**  said  the  Provost 

"  Why,  please  your  majesty^s  worship,'* 

Derrick,  making  several  sea*bows,  and  describiog 

as  nearly  as  he  could  the  exterior  of  the  worthy 

Magistrate  himself,  ^  he  was  an  elderly  gentle- 
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man^— dutch-built,  round  in  the  stern,  with  a 
white  wig  and  a  red  nose—- very  like  your  ma- 
jesty, I  think  ;^  then  turning  to  a  comrade,  .he 
added,  <<  Jack,  don''t  you  think  the  fellow  that 
wanted  to  kiss  the  pretty  girl  with  the  lantern 
t\itber  mght  was  very  like  his  worship  ?^^ 

**  By  Grod,  Tom  Derrick,^  answered  the  party 
iqipealed  to,  ^*  I  believe  it  is  the  very  man  T 
'  ^  This  is  insolence  which  we  can  make  you 
fepcfntcf,  gentlemen  !^  said  the  Magistrate,  just- 
ly irritated  at  their  effrontery  ;  "  you  have  be- 
Imved  in  this  town,  as  if  you  were  in  an  Indian 
Tillage  at  Madagascar.  You  yourself.  Captain, 
it  captun  you  be,  were  at  the  head  of  another 
riot,  no  farther  since  than  yesterday.  We  will 
gt^eyou  no  provisions  till  we  know  better  whom 
we  are  supplying.  And  do  not  think  to  bully  us ; 
when  I  shake  this  handkerchief  out  at  the  window, 
which  is  at  my  elbow,  your  ship  goes  to  the  bot- 
*tom.  Remember  she  lies  under  the  guns  of  our 
battery.*" 

**  And  how  many  of  these  guns  are  honey- 
combed, Mr  Mayor  ?^  said  Cleveland.  He  put 
the  question  l^  chance ;  but  instantly  perceived 
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from  a  sort  of  coafuaoo  which  the  Provost  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  hide,  that  the  artillerj  of 
Kirkwall  was  not  in  the  best  order.  *^  Come, 
oome,  Mr  Mayor,**^  he  said,  *'  bullying  will  go 
down  with  us  as  little  as  with  you.  Your  guns 
yonder  will  do  more  harm  to  the  poor  old  aailon 
who  arc  to  work  them,  than  to  our  sUm^;  and  if 
we  bring  a  broadade  to  bear  on  the  town,  why, 
your  wives'  crockery  irill  be  in  some  danger. 
And  then  to  talk  to  us  of  seamen  bdng  a  littie 
frolicsome  ashore,  why,  when  are  they  otherwise? 
You  have  the  Greenland  whalers  playing  the 
devil  among  you  every  now  and  then ;  and  the 
very  Dutchmen  cut  capers  in  the  streets  of  Kirk- 
wall, like  porpoises  before  a  gale  of  wind.  I  im 
told  vou  are  a  man  of  sense,  and  I  am  sure  you 
and  I  could  settle  this  matter  in  the  course  of  a 
five  minutes  palaver."^ 

"  Well,  ar,''  said  the  Provost,  «  I  will  heir 
wliat  you  have  to  say,  if  you  will  walk  this  way/ 

Cleveland  accordingly  followed  him  into  a 
small  interior  apartment,  and,  when  there,  ad- 
dressed the  Provost  thus :  **  I  will  lay  aside  my 
pistols,  sir,  if  you  are  afraid  of  them.^ 
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''  Damn  your  pistols,^  answered  the  Provost^ 
'^  I  have  served  the  king,  and  fear  the  smell  of 
powder  as  little  as  you  do."" 

'*  So  much  the  better,^  siud  Cleveland,  ^^  for 
you  will  hear  me  the  more  coolly.— Now,  sir,  let  us 
be  what  perhaps  you  suspect  us,  or  let  us  be  any 
thing  else,  what,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  can 
you  get  by  keeping  us  here,  but  blows  and  blood- 
shed ?  For  which,  believe  me,  we  are  much  bet- 
ter provided  than  c  an  pretend  to  be.  The 
point  is  a  plain  one— you  are  desirous  to  be  rid 
of  us— we  are  desirous  to  be  gone.  Let  us  have 
the  means  of  departure,  and  we  leave  you  in- 
standy.^ 

**  Look  ye.  Captain,^  said  the  Provost,  "  I 
thirst  for  no  man'*€  blood.  You  are  a  [pretty  fel- 
low, as  there  were  many  among  the  buccaneers 
in  my  time — ^but  there  is  no  harm  in  wishing  you 
a  better  trade.  You  should  have  the  stores  and 
welcome,  for  your  money,  so  you  would  make 
these  seas  clear  of  you.  But  then,  here  lies  the 
rub.  The  Halcyon  frigate  is  expected  here  in 
these  parts  immediately ;  when  she  hears  of  you 
she  will  be  at  you ;   for  there  is  nothing  the 
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White  Lapelle  loves  better  than  a  ro?er— yoa 
are  seldom  without  a  cargo  of  dcdlars.  Wdl,  he 
comes  dowD,  gets  you  under  his  stem,^— 

"  Blows  us  into  the  air,  if  you  please,^  Bud 
Cleveland. 

**  Nay,  that  must  be  as  jfou  please^  CapCun  * 
said  the  Provost ;  **  but  then,  what  is  to  ooms 
of  the  good  town  ot  Ijrkwall,  that  has  bsea 
packing  and  peeling  widi  the  King^s  enemies  P 
The  burgh  will  be  laid  under  a  round  fine,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  Provost  may  not  come  dtto 
easily.** 

<'  Well,  then,**  said  Cleveland,  <<  I  see  where 
your  pinch  lies.  Now,  suppose  that  I  run  round 
this  island  of  yours,  and  get  into  the  roadstead 
at  Stromness  ?  We  could  get  what  we  want  put 
on  board  there,  without  Sjrkwall  or  the  Provost 
seeming  to  have  any  hand  in  it ;  or,  if  it  should 
be  ever  quesUoned,  your  want  of  force,  and  our 
superior  strength,  will  make  a  suflScient  apok>- 

"  That  may  be,**  said  the  Provost ;  «  but  if  I 
suffer  you  to  leave  your  present  station,  and  go 
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■ 

elsewhere,  I  must  have  some  security  that  you 
will  not  do  harm  to  the  country.'" 

^  And  we,^  said  Cleveland,  ^^  must  have  some 
security  on  our  side,  that  you  will  not  detain  us, 
by  dribbling  out  our  time  till  the  Halcyon  is  on 
the  coast  Now,  I  am  myself  perfectly  willing  to 
continue  on  shore  as  a  hostage,  on  the  one  side, 
providing  you  will  give  me  your  word  not  to  be- 
tray me,  and  send  some  magistrate,  or  person  of 
consequence,  aboard  the  sloop,  where  his  safety 
will  be  a  guarantee  for  mine.^ 

The  Provost  shook  his  head,  and  intimated  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  person  willing  to 
place  himself  as  hostage  in  such  a  perilous  con- 
dition ;  but  said  he  would  propose  the  arrange- 
ment to  such  of  the  council  as  were  fit  to  be  trust- 
ed with  a  matter  of  such  weight. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 
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himself,  in  the  meanwhile,  walked  up  aad 
the  apntment,  and  oooTeraed  tipon  infif- 
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fcrcnt  subjects  with  those  present,  like  a  person 
quite  at  his  ease. 

Amongst  these  individuals  he  saw,  somewhat 
to  his  surprise, Triptolemus  Yellowley,  who  chan- 
cing to  be  at  Kirkwall,  had  been  summoned  by 
the  Magistrates,  as  representative,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  to  attend  coun- 
dl  on  this  occasion.  Cleveland  immediately  re- 
newed the  acquaintance  which  he  had  formed  with 
the  agriculturist  at  Burgh  Westra,  and  asked  him 
bis  present  business  in  Orkney. 

^^  Just  to  look  afler  some  of  my  little  plans. 
Captain  Cleveland.  I  am  weary  of  fighdng  with 
wild  beasts  at  Ephesus  yonder,  and  I  just  cam 
ower  to  see  how  my  orchard  was  thriving,  whilk 
I  had  planted  four  or  five  miles  from  Kirkwall, 
it  may  be  an  year  byganc,  and  how  the  bees  were 
thriving,  whereof  I  had  imported  nine  skeps,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  for  the  turn- 
ing of  the  heather-bloom  into  wax  and  honey.*" 

*•  And  they  thrive,  I  hope,*"  said  Cleveland, 
who,  however  little  interested  in  the  matter,  sus- 
tiuncd  the  conversation,  as  if  to  break  the  chilly 
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and  embarrassed  nience  which  hung  upon  the 
company  assembled. 

"  Thrive  r  replied  Triptolemus ;  "  they  thriTe 
like  every  thing  else  in  this  country,  and  that  is 
the  backward  way."** 

<^  Want  of  care,  I  suppose,^  said  Cleveland. 

*<  The  contrary,  sir,  quite  and  clean  the  con- 
trary,^ replied  the  Factor ;  '*  they  died  of  ovtr 
muckle  care,  like  Lucky  Christie^a  chickenSrf-«*I 
asked  to  see  the  skeps,  and  cunning  and  joyfiil 
did  the  fallow  look  who  was  to  have  taken  care  of 
them — *  Had  there  been  ony  body  in  charge  but 
mysell,^  he  said,  *  ye  might  have  seen  the  skefM,  or 
whatever  you  ca**  them ;  but  there  wad  hae  beea 
as  mony  solan-geese  as  flees  in  them,  if  it  had  w 
been  for  my  four  quarters ;  for  I  watched  tbeii 
so  closely,  that  I  saw  them  a^  creeping  out  at  the 
little  holes  one  sunny  morning,  and  if  I  had  not 
stopped  the  leak  on  the  instant  with  a  bit  day, 
the  de^il  a  bee,  or  flee,  or  whatever  they  are^ 
would  have  been  left  in  the  skeps,  as  ye  ca^  them  T 
—In  a  word,  sir,  he  had  claggcd  up  the  hives,  as 
if  the  puir  things  had  hxid  the  pestilence,  and  my 
bees  wore  as  dead  as-if  they  had  been  smeaked— - 
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and  80  ends  my  hope,  generandi  gloria  melUsy  as 
VirgiUus  hath  it"" 

'*  There  is  an  end  of  your  mead,  thcn,^*  re« 
plied  Cleveland ;  <^  but  what  is  your  chance  of 
cyder  ?^How  does  the  orchard  thrive  ?"" 

**  O,  Captain !  this  same  Solomon  of  the  Or- 
cadian Ophir — I  am  sure  no  man  need  to  send 
thither  to  fetch  either  talents  of  gold  or  talents 
of  aense  {—-I  say,  this  wise  man  had  watered  the 
young  apple-trees,  in  his  great  tenderness,  with 
hot  water,  and  they  are  perished ,  root  and  branch  I 
But  what  avails  grieving  P-^And  I  wish  you  would 
tell  me,  instead,  what  is  all  the  din  that  these 
good  folks  are  making  about  pirates  ?  and  what 
for  are  all  these  ill-looking  men,  that  arc  armed 
like  so  mony  Highlandmen,  assembled  in  the 
judgment-chamber  ?— for  I  am  just  come  from 
the  other  side  of  the  island,  and  I  have  heard 
nothing  distinct  about  it— And,  now  I  look  at 
you  yoursell,  Captain,  I  think  you  have  mair  of 
these  foolish  pistolets  about  you  than  should  suf- 
fice an  honest  man  in  quiet  times  ?^^ 

''  And  so  think  I  too,^  said  the  pacific  Triton, 
old  Haagen,  who  had  been  an  unwilling  follower 


174  TIIK    PIRATE. 

of  the  daring  Montrose ;  *^  if  you  Imd  been  in  the 
Glen  of  EdderachvUis,  when  we  were  sae  sair 
worried  by  Sir  John  Worry——'* 

^^  You  have  forgot  the  whole  matter,  ndghbour 
Haagen,*"  siud  the  Factor ;  <*  Sir  John  Urry  wif 
on  your  side,  and  was  taVn  with  Montroae;  bj  the 
sauje  token,  he  lost  his  head  f* 

•*  Did  he  ?**  swd  the  Triton.-^"  I  believe  yon 
may  be  right ;  for  he  changed  ades  mair  thsn 
ancs,  and  wha  kens  wliilk  he  died  for  ?«»Bat  al- 
ways he  was  there,  and  so  was  I ; — a  fight  there 
was,  and  I  never  wish  to  see  another  1^ 

The  entrance  of  the  Provost  here  interrupted 
their  desultory  conversation. — ^^  We  have  deter- 
minedy^  he  said,  ^'  Captain,  that  your  ship  shall 
go  round  to  Stromness,  or  Scalpa-fiow,  to  take 
in  stores,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  more 
quarrels  between  the  Fiur  folks  and  your  seamen. 
And  as  you  wish  to  stay  on  shore  to  see  the  Fair, 
we  intend  to  send  a  respectable  gentleman  oo 
board  your  vessel  to  pilot  her  round  the  Main- 
land, as  the  navigation  is  but  ticklish.^ 

^^  Spoken  hke  a  sensible  and  quiet  magistrate, 
Mr  Mayor,^  said  Cleveland,  ^  and  no  otherwise 
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than  as  I  expected.«»And  what  gentleman  is  to 
honour  our  quarter-deck  during  my  absence  V 

"  We  have  fixed  that  too,  Captain  Cleveland,*^ 
said  the  Provost ;  "  you  may  be  sure  we  were 
each  more  desirous  than  another  to  go  upon  so 
{feasant  a  voyage,  and  in  such  good  company  ; 
but  being  Fair  time,  most  of  us  have  some  affairs 
in  hand — I  myself,  in  respect  of  my  office,  can- 
not be  well  spared — the  eldest  Baillie^s  wife  is  ly- 
ing-in—the Treasurer  does  not  agree  with  the  sea 
— ^wo  Baillies  have  the  gout — the  other  two  are 
absent  from  town — and  the  other  fifteen  members 
<tf  council  are  all  engaged  on  particular  business.^ 

'<  All  that  I  can  tell  you,^  Mr  Mayor,  said 
Cleveland,  raising  his  voice,  ^^  is,  that  I  ex- 
pect ^" 

•*  A  moments  patience,  if  you  please.  Captain,^ 
said  the  Provost,  interrupting  him — "  So  that 
we  have  come  to  the  resolution  that  our  worthy 
Mr  Triptolemus  Yellowley,  who  is  Factor  to  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  these  islands,  shall,  in  re- 
spect of  his  official  situation,  be  preferred  to  the 
honour  and  pleasure  of  accompanying  you.'^ 

^<  Me  r**  said   the   astonished  Triptolemus; 
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"*  what  tbederil  should  I  do  going  on  johttoj* 
?— mj  boaneas  ii  on  dij  land  !** 

^  The  genikmcn  vant  a  {mIoC,""  uid  the  Pro- 
viuspering  him,  ^*  and  there  ia  no  eiitiiig 
togrre  them  one."* 

^  Do  thej  want  to  go  bump  on  shore,  thaT 
said  the  Factor—^  how  the  devil  should  Ipilot 
them,  that  nerer  touched  rudder  in  my  life?* 

^  Hush  !— hush !— be  sknt  P  said  the  PXo. 
TOR ;  ^  if  the  people  of  tlus  to vn  heard  je  s^ 
such  a  vord,  your  utihtr,  and  respect,  and  nnk, 
and  ererr  thing  else,  is  dean  gone !«— No  am  » 
anj  thin^  vl  tb  us  island  fiolks,  unless  he  can  hndi 
reef,  and  steer! — besides,  it  is  but  amerelbnD; 
and  ve  will  send  old  Pate  Sndair  to  help  joo. 
You  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  eat,  diiak, 
and  be  merrT  ail  day.*" 

**  Eat  and  drink  ?"  said  the  Factor,  not  able  to 
cvicnpivhend  esaciir  whj  this  piece  of  dutj  vis 
pressed  upon  him  so  hastilj,  and  jet  not  TCfj 
ci|uhle  of  resisting  or  extricating  himself  fram 
the  coii5  of  the  more  tTvuring  ProTost— ^  Est 
and  drink  .' — diat  is  all  very  well ;  but,  to  spak 
trutlu  the  sea  does  not  agree  with  me  anj  moie 
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than  with  the  Treasurer;  and  I  have  always  a 
better  appetite  for  eating  and  drinking  ashore.'" 

**  Hush,  hush,  hush  !^  again  said  the  Provost, 
io  an  under  tone  of  earnest  expostulation ;  **  would 
you  actually  ruin  your  character  out  and  out  ?— - 
A  Factor  of  the  High  Chamberlain  of  the  Isles 
of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  and  not  like  the  sea  !— 
jou  might  as  well  say  you  are  a  Highlander,  and 
do  not  like  whisky  V* 

^  Tou  must  settle  it  somehow,  gentlemen,^  sud 
Coptttn  Cleveland ;  ''  it  is  time  we  were  under 
weigb— Mr  Triptolemus  Yellowley,  are  we  to  be 
honoured  with  your  company  F* 

^<  I  am  sure,  Captain  Cleveland,^  stammered 
the  Factor,  *^  I  would  have  no  objection  to  go 
any  where  with  you— only    ■    ^ 

**  JJe  has  no  objection,'"  said  the  Provost,  catch- 
ing at  the  first  limb  of  the  sentence,  without  await- 
ing the  concluaon, 

^  He  has  no  objection,*"  cried  the  Treasurer. 

**  He  has  no  objection,'*  sung  out  the  whole 
four  Bailies  together ;  and  the  fifteen  Councillors, 
all  catching  up  the  same  phrase  of  assent,  repeated 
it  in  chorusy  with  the  addiuons  of-^^  good  man"" 

VOL.  III.  M 
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— ^**pubbc  fpirited** — ^<^  bonouraUe  gentkott* 
— ^^  burgh  etemall  J  obliged"^ — ^  where  inll  joa 
£Bd  such  a  worthr  Factor?"  and  to  forth. 

Atfoaisfaed  and  confoaed  at  the  praiaei  with 
vfaich  he  vas  orervhefaned  on  all  ndet,  aad  ia 
BO  shape  undgntandhig  the  nature  of  the  tms- 
actioa  that  was  gobig  forward,  the  astounded  and 
overvhelBcd  agriculturist  became  incapable  of 
resisdng  the  part  of  the  Kirkwall  Curtius  tfaoi 
issa&uslT  forced  upon  him,  and  was  ddwend 
up  br  Capcjun  Clereland  to  his  party,  with  the 
ssxktest  injunctions  to  treat  him  with  honour  and 
azaendoQ.  Goffe  and  hb  companions  began  nam 
ID  aead  him  ofT,  amid  the  applauses  of  the  whole 
mwdng,  afker  the  manner  in  which  therictimof 
ascaent  darswas  garlanded  and  greeted  bjdioot% 
when  consigned  to  the  priests,  for  the  purpoKof 
keii^  kd  to  the  altar  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  con- 
BOQweaL  It  was  while  thej  thus  conducted,  and 
in  a  »*^*'*'^»*'  forced  him  out  of  the  council-diaiD- 
ber « that  poor  Triptolemus,  m  uch  alarmed  at  find- 
ii^  that  Cierdand,  in  vhom  he  had  aome  ooafi- 
denee^  was  to  reasain  behind  the  party,  tried,  vkctt 

jiM(  9^*iV  ^^^  "^  ^  door,  the  effect  of  one  re- 
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moDstrating  bdlow.-— '<  Nay,  but,  Provost  !-— 
Captain !— Baillies  .'^-Treasurer ! — Councillors ! 
-^if  Captain  Clereland  does  not  go  aboard  to  pro- 
tect me,  it  b  nae  bargain,  and  go  I  will  not,  un- 
less I  am  trailed  with  cart-ropes  !^ 

Xfis  protest  was,  however,  drowned  in  the  una- 
Dimous  chorus  of  the  Magistrates  and  Councillors 
returning  him  thanks  for  his  public  spirit— wish- 
ing him  a  good  voyage— «nd  praying  to  Heaven 
tot  Us  happy  and  speedy  return.  Stunned  and 
orerwhelmed,  and  thinking,  if  he  had  any  dia- 
tbict  thoughts  at  all,  that  remonstrance  was  vain, 
where  friends  and  strangers  seemed  alike  deter- 
mmed  to  carry  the  point  against  him,  Triptole- 
nus,  without  further  resistance,  suffered  himself 
to  be  conducted  into  the  street,  where  the  pi- 
nite'*8  boat^s  crew,  assembling  around  him,  b^;an 
to  move  slowly  towards  the  quay,  many  of  the 
townsfolks  following  out  of  curiosity,  but  with- 
out any  attempt  at  interference  or  annoyance; 
for  the  pacific  compromise  which  the  dexterity 
of  the  first  magistrate  had  achieved,  was  unani- 
mously approved  of  as  a  much  better  settlement 
of  the  disputes  betwixt  them  and  the  strangers. 
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ed  a  nutn  these  tbref*  motithss  and  why  ghotild 
yoQ  pot  tt«  in  liitlKl  of  it  T" 

'<  Vou  afe  but  joking,  I  hops,  giopgd  worthy 
Ckptaitf/  replied  Triptc^iAilt.  <<  This  i«  war»e 
tban  witches,  dwarr^,  dirking  df  whalesi  and 
oowpfiig  of  cobles,  put  all  together  t-^^his  id  an 
swi^^gangittg  c*rop,  with  a  vengmm^*  !«^Wbat 
goody  in  Hearen^g  name,  would  murdering  nte 
dtf  toyour* 

**  We  might  hate  some  pleasure  in  it,  at  least,* 
flttd  Goffe.-^^^  Look  these  fellows  in  the  fsM, 
and  see  if  you  see  one  among  them  that  would 
not  rather  kit!  a  man  than  let  it  alone  P — But  we 
will  speak  more  of  that  when  you  hare  first  bad 
a  taste  of  the  bilboes^— unless,  inde^,  yOu  come 
down  with  a  handsome  round  handful  of  Chili 
boards  ♦  for  your  ransom." 

•*  As  I  shall  live  by  bread,  Captain,'*  answer- 
ed  the  Factor,  *^  that  misbegotten  dwarf  has  car- 
ried off  the  whole  homfol  of  silver  T 


*  Commonty  called  by  kndsmen  Spaohh  doflara. 
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get  off  if  the  whole  yearns  crop  of  Scotland  de- 
pended on  it  ?^ 

"  Harkye,  you  gudgeon,"^  said  Goffe,  "  ju«t 
-when  you  come  to  the  water'*s  edge,  and  when 
the  fellows  are  jumping  in  and  taking  their  oars, 
due  yourself  round  suddenly  to  the  larboard— 
il  will  let  go  your  arm — and  then  cut  and  run 
fiw  your  life !" 

Triptolemus  did  as  he  was  desired,  Goffers  will- 
ing  band  relaxed  the  grasp  as  he  had  promised, 
the  agriculturist  trundled  off  like  a  foot-ball  that 
has  just  received  a  strong  impulse  from  the  foot 
of  one  of  the  players,  and,  with  celerity  which 
surprised  himself  as  well  as  all  beholders,  fled 
through  the  town  of  Kirkwall.  Nay,  such  was 
the  impetus  of  his  retreat,  that,  as  if  the  grasp  of 
the  pirate  was  still  open  to  pounce  upon  him,  he 
never  stopped  till  he  had  traversed  the  whole  town, 
and  attmned  the  open  country  on  the  other  side. 
They  who  had  seen  him  that  day— his  hat  and 
wig  lost  in  the  sudden  effort  he  had  made  to  bolt 
forward,  his  cravat  awry,  and  his  waistcoat  un- 
buttoned,— and  who  had  an  opportunity  of  com- 
paring  his  round  spherical  form  and  short  legs 
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with  the  portentous  speed  at  which  he  sootired 
through  the  streets,  might  well  say,  that  if  Fury 
ministers  arms.  Fear  confers  wings. 

There  was  no  pursuit  after  the  agricultofiit; 
and  though  a  musket  or  two  w«re  presented,  fcr 
purpose  of  sending  a  leaden  messenger  after  luM, 
yet  GroSe,  turning  peacemaker  for  once  in  hb 
life,  so  exaggerated  the  dangers  which  would  aU 
tend  a  breach  of  the  truce  with  the  people  of 
Kirkwall,  that  he  prevailed  upon  the  boat'^crev 
to  forbear  any  active  hostilities,  and  to  pull  cff 
for  their  vessel  with  all  dispatch. 

The  burghers,  who  regarded  the  escape  of 
Tnptolemus  as  a  triumph  on  their  side,  gave  the 
boat  three  cheers,  by  way  of  an  insulting  farewell ; 
while  the  Magistrates,  on  the  other  band,  enter* 
taincd  great  anxiety  respecting  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  this  breach  of  articles  between  them 
and  the  pirates ;  and,  could  they  have  seized  upon 
the  fugitive  very  privately,  instead  of  compliment- 
ing him  with  a  civic  feast  in  honour  of  the  agility 
which  he  displayed,  it  is  likely  they  might  have 
delivered  the  run-away  hostage  once  more  inio 
the  hands  of  his  fioemen.  But  it  was  impossible  to 
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aet  their  face  publicly  to  such  an  act  of  violence, 
and  therefore  they  contented  themselves  with 
closely  watching  Cleveland,  whom  they  deter- 
mined to  make  responsible  for  any  aggression 
which  might  be  attempted  by  the  pirates.  Cleve- 
land, on  his  port,  easily  conjectured  that  the 
motive  which  Goffe  had  for  suffering  the  hostage 
to  escape  was  to  leave  him  answerable  for  all  con- 
sequences, and,  relying  more  on  the  attachment 
uid  intelligence  of  his  friend  and  adherent  Fre- 
derick Altamont,  alias  Jack  Bunce,  than  on  any 
thing  else,  expected  the  result  with  considerable 
anxiety,  since  the  Magistrates,  though  they  con- 
tinued to  treat  him  with  civility,  plainly  intimated 
they  would  regulate  his  treatment  upon  the  beha^- 
▼iour  of  the  crew,  though  he  no  longer  command- 
ed them. 

It  was  not,  however,  without  some  reason  that 
he  reckoned  on  the  devoted  fidelity  of  Bunce ;  for 
BO  sooner  did  that  trusty  adherent  receive  from 
Goffe,  and  the  boaf s  crew,  the  news  of  the  es- 
cape of  Triptolemus,  than  he  immediately  con- 
cluded it  had  been  favoured  by  the  late  Captain, 
in  order  that^  Cleveland  being  either  put  to  death 
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or  consigned  to  hc^less  imprisonment,  GoSe 
might  be  called  upon  to  resume  the  command  of 
theTessel. 

<'  But  the  drunken  old  boatswain  shall  mis 
his  mark,"  said  Bunce  to  his  confederateFkCcher; 
**  or  else  I  am  contented  to  quit  the  name  of  AI- 
tamont,  and  be  called  Jack  Bunce,  or  Jack 
Dunce,  if  you  like  it  better,  to  the  end  of  the 
chiqpter.^ 

Availing  himself  aooordingl  j  of  a  sort  of  nan* 
tical  eloquence,  which  his  enemies  twined  slack- 
jaw,  Bunce  set  before  the  crew, in  a  most  smir**'^ 
manner,  the  disgrace  which  they  all  sustained 
by  their  Captain  remaining,  as  he  was  pleased  to 
torm  it,  in  the  bilboes,  without  any  hostage  to 
answer  for  his  safety,  and  succeeded  so  far,  that, 
besides  exciting  a  good  deal  of  discontent  against 
Goffe,  he  brought  the  crew  to  the  resolution  of 
seizing  the  first  vessel  of  a  tolerable  appearance, 
and  declaring  that  the  ship,  crew,  and  cargc^ 
should  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  usage  whidi 
Cleveland  should  recnve  on  shore.  It  was  judged 
at  the  same  time  proper  to  try  the  faith  of  the 
Orcadians,  by  removing  from  the  road-stead  of 
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Xirkwall,  and  going  round  to  that  of  Stromness, 
where,  according  to  the  treaty  betwixt  Provost 
Torf  and  Captain  Cleveland,  they  were  to  vic- 
tual their  sloop.  They  resolved,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  entrust  the  command  of  the  vessel  to  a 
ooundl,  con^sting  of  Goffe,  the  boatswain,  and 
Bunce  himself,  until  Cleveland  should  be  in  a 
situation  to  resume  his  command. 

These  resolutions  having  been  proposed  and 
acceded  to,  they  wdghed  anchor,  and  got  their 
sloop  under  weigh,  without  experiencing  any  op- 
position or  annoyance  from  the  battery,  which 
relieved  them  of  one  important  apprehension  in- 
ddental  to  their  situation. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Clap  on  more  nO,  ponac,  vp  with  your  ighCiy 
Give  fire— fhe  is  my  pnxe,  or  oonn  whebn  them  alL 


A  VERT  handsome  brig,  which,  with  setenl 
other  vessels,  was  the  property  of  Magnus  Troil, 
the  great  Zetland  Udaller,  had  received  on  board 
that  Magnate  himself,  his  two  lovely  daughter^ 
and  the  facetious  Claud  Halcro,  who,  forfrieod- 
ship'^s  sake  chiefly,  and  the  love  of  beauty  proper 
to  his  poetical  calling,  attended  them  on  tbdr 
journey  from  Zetland  to  the  capital  of  Orkney, 
to  which  Noma  had  referred  them,  as  the  place 
where  her  mystical  oracles  should  at  length  re- 
ceive a  satisfactory  explanation.     They  passed 
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at  a  diitance  tbe  treineDdous  cliffs  of  the  lonely 
qpot  of  earth  called  the  Fair  Isle,  which,  at  an 
equal  distance  from  either  Archipelago,  lies  in 
die  sea  which  divides  Orkney  from  Zetland,  and 
at  length,  after  some  baffling  winds,  made  the 
Start  of  Sanda.  Off  the  headland  so  named,  they 
became  inyolved  in  a  strong  current,  well  known 
by  those  who  frequent  these  seas,  as  the  Roost  of 
the  Start,  which  carried  them  considerably  out  of 
tbeir  course,  and,  joined  to  an  adverse  wind,  for- 
md  them  to  keep  on  the  east  side  of  the  island  of 
Slionsa,  and,  finally,  compelled  them  to  lie  bye 
for  the  night  in  Papa  Sound,  unce  the  naviga^ 
tiao  in  dark  or  thick  weather,  amongst  so  many 
lofw  islands,  is  neither  pleasant  nor  safe. 

On  the  ensuing  morning,  they  resumed  their 
Toyage  under  more  favourable  auspices,  and  coast- 
ing along  the  island  of  Stronsa,  whose  flat,  ver- 
dant, and  comparatively  fertile  shores,  formed  a 
strong  contrast  to  tlic  dun  hills  and  dark  cliffs  of 
their  own  islands,  they  doubled  the  cape  called 
the  Lambhead,  and  stood  away  for  Kirkwall. 

They  had  scarce  opened  the  beautiful  bay 
betwixt  Pomona  and  Sbapinsba,  and  the  sister* 
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MS,  **  that  though  the  deBcription  was  more  like 
a  first-rate  than  a  sloop,  yet  the  simile  of  the  sea- 
way served  but  indifferently  for  either.*** 

^  A  sea-wasp,^  said  Magnus,  looking  with 
some  surprise,  as  the  sloop,  shifting  her  course, 
ioddenly  bore  down  on  them.  ^^  Egad,  I  wish 
die  may  not  shew  us  presently  that  she  has  a 
ating.^ 

What  the  Udaller  said  in  jest,  was  fulfilled  in 
earnest ;  for,  without  hoisting  colours,  or  hail- 
ing, two  shots  were  discharged  from  the  sloop, 
one  of  which  ran  dipping  and  dancing  upon  the 
water,  just  a-head  of  the  Zetlander''s  bows,  while 
the  other  went  through  his  main-sail.  Magnus 
caught  up  a  speaking-trumpet  and  hailed  the 
sloop,  to  demand  what  she  was,  and  what  was 
the  meaning  of  this  unprovoked  aggression. 
He  was  only  answered  by  the  stem  command, 
^  Down  top-sails  instantly,  and  lay  your  main- 
sail to  the  mast-^you  shall  see  who  we  are  pre- 
sently."" 

There  was  no  means  within  the  reach  of  pos- 
mbiUty  by  which  obedience  could  be  evaded, 

IS 
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where  it  would  instantly  have  been  enforced  by 
a  broadside ;  and  with  mudi  fear  on  the  part  of 
the  sisters  and  Claud  Halcro,  mixed  with  anger 
and  astonishment  on  that  of  the  Udaller,  the  brig 
lay-to  to  await  the  commands  of  the  captors.  The 
filoop  immediately  lowered  a  boat,  with  six  armed 
hands,  commanded  by  Jack  Bunce,  which  rowed 
directly  for  their  prize.  As  they  approached  her, 
Claud  Halcro  whispered  to  the  Udaller,  **  If  what 
we  hear  of  buccaneers  be  true,  these  men,  with 
their  silk  scarfs  and  vests,  have  the  very  cut  of 
them." 

*^  My  daughters !  my  daughters !""  muttered 
Magnus  to  himself,  with  such  an  agony  as  only 
a  father  could  feel*-^'  Go  down  below,  and  hide 
yourselves,  girls,  while  I '^ 

He  threw  down  his  speaking-trumpet,  and 

seized  on  a  handspike,  while  his  daughters,  more 

afraid  of  the  consequences  of  his  fiery  temper  to 

himself  tlian  of  any  thing  else,  hung  round  him, 

and  begged  him  to  make  no  resistance.     Claud 

Halcro  united  his  entreaties,  adding,  <^  It  were 

best  pacify  the  fellows  with  fair  words. — They 
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iDigbty^  be  said,  *^  be  Dunkurkers,  or  insolent 
maiM>f«war'*0  men  on  a  frolic.'^ 

**  No,  no,^  answered  Magnus,  **  it  is  the  sloop 
wbicb  tbe  Jagger  told  us  of.  But  I  will  take 
your  adTice— I  will  have  patience  for  these  girls^ 
sakes;  yet ^ 

He  had  no  time  to  conclude  the  sentence,  for 
Bunce  jumped  on  board  with  his  party,  and 
drawing  his  cutlass,  struck  it  upon  the  compa« 
moil-ladder,  and  declared  the  ship  was  theirs. 

**  By  what  warrant  or  authority  do  you  stop 
118  on  the  high  seas  P"^  said  Magnus. 

•<  Here  are  half  a  dozen  of  warrants,^  said 
Bunce^  shewing  the  pistols  which  were  hung 
round  him,  according  to  a  pirate-fashion  already 
mentioned,  **  chuse  which  you  like,  old  gentle- 
man, and  you  shall  have  perusal  of  it  presently.*** 

^'  -That  is  to  say,  you  intend  to  rob  us  P^  said 
Magnus.—"  So  be  it — we  have  no  means  to  h(.*lp 
it— only  be  civil  to  the  women,  and  take  what 
you  please  from  the  vessel.  There  is  not  much, 
but  I  will  and  can  make  it  worth  more,  if  you 

• 

use  us  well.'^ 

VOL.  III.  N 
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upon  me  neither,  as  if  I  spoke  of  what  you  never 
thought  of  before.  Oneof  you,  at  least,  has  hetrd 
of  Captain  Cleveland,  the  Rover."^ 

Brenda  grew  still  paler,  but  the  blood  mouDt- 
ed  at  once  in  Minna^s  cheeks,  on  hearing  the  name 
of  her  lover  thus  unexpectedly  introduced ;  for 
the  scene  was  in  itself  so  confounding,  that  the 
idea  of  the  vessePs  being  the  consort  of  which 
Cleveland  had  spoken  at  Burgh- Westra  had  oc- 
curred to  no  one  save  the  Udaller. 

*^  I  see  how  it  is,"^  said  Bunco,  with  a  familiar 
nod,  **  and  I  will  hold  my  course  accordingly* 
You  need  not  be  afraid  of  any  injury,  father,^ 
he  added,  addressing  Magnus  familiarly ;  ^'  and 
though  I  have  made  many  a  pretty  girl  pay  tri- 
bute in  my  time,  yet  yours  shall  go  ashore  with- 
out either  wrong  or  ransom.* 

^<  If  you  will  assure  me  of  thaty"^  said  Magnus, 
**  you  are  as  welcome  to  the  brig  and  cargo  as 
ever  I  made  man  welcome  to  a  can  of  punch.** 

**  And  it  is  no  bad  thing  that  same  can  of 
puncfa,"^  said  Bunce,  '*  if  we  had  any  one  here 
that  could  mix  it  well.^ 

^^  I  will  do  it,""  said  Claud  Halcro,  <<  with  any 
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man  that  ever  squeezed  lemon^-^Erick  Scambes* 
ter,  the  punch-maker  of  Burgh- Westra,  being 
alone  excepted.^ 

•  ^^  And  you  are  within  a  grapnelPs  length  of 
him  too,^  said  the  Udaller. — *^  Go  down  below, 
my  girlfl^^  he  added,  *^  and  send  up  the  rare  old 
Bum  and  the  punch-bowl.^ 

**  The  punch-bowl  T  said  Fletcher  ;  "  I  say 
tbe  bucket,  d— n  me  1-— Talk  of  bowls  in  the 
cabin  of  a  paltry  merchantman,  but  not  to  gen- 
tlemen strollers — ^rovers,  I  would  say,^  correcting 
himself,  as  he  observed  that  Bunce  looked  sour 
at  the  mistake. 

**  And  I  say  these  two  pretty  girls  shall  stay 
on  deck  and  fill  my  can,*"  said  Bunce ;  ^^  I  de- 
senre  some  attendance  at  least  for  all  my  genero- 
sity.'' 

•*  And  they  shall  fill  mine  too,**  said  Fletcher 
^^•*  they  shall  fill  it  to  the  brim,  and  I  will  have 
a  kiss  for  every  drop  they  spill — ^broil  me  if  I 
won't  !^' 

"  Why  then  I  tell  you  you  shan'^t  r  said 
Bunce  ;  ^^  for  I'll  be  d*-d  if  any  one  shall  kiss 
Minna  but  one,  and  thaf  s  neither  you  nor  I ;  and 
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company ; — there  ar 
in  Orkney.  And  so,  i 
shall  go  down  below 
cabin,  and  we  will  li 
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«  Why,  Jack,  I 
Aund,"  said  Fletcher 
mate  these  two  years 
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«  Why,  we  will  1 
here,"  answered  Bum 
ang  us  songs — And  i 
stand  by  sheets  and  ta 
— 4nd  you,  sleersmai 
brains  in  your  skull, 
of  the  sloop.     If  yoi 
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trick,  I  will  scuttle  y 
old  calabash  !" 

The  vessel  was  ao 
and  moved  slowly  on 
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wUcby  as  bad  been  previously  agreed  upon,  held 
her  course  not  to  return  to  the  Bay  of  Kurkwall» 
but  for  an  excellent  roadstead  called  Inganess 
Bajf  formed  by  a  promontory  which  extends  to 
the  eastward  two  or  three  miles  from  the  Orca- 
dian metropolis,  and  where  the  vessels  might  con- 
fmuently  lie  at  anchor,  while  the  rovers  maintain* 
ad  any  communication  with  the  Ma^trates  which 
time  new  state  of  things  seemed  to  require. 

Meantime  Claud  Halcro  had  exerted  his  ut- 
SDOSt  talents  in  compounding  a  bucket-full  of 
punch  for  the  use  of  the  pirates,  which  they  drank 
out  of  large  cans ;  the  ordinary  seamen,  as  well 
m  Bunce  and  Fletcher,  who  acted  as  officers,  dip- 
ping them  into  the  bucket  with  very  httle  cere- 
mony^  as  they  came  and  went  upon  their  duty. 
Magnus,  who  was  particularly  apprehensive  that 
Uquor  might  awaken  the  brutal  passions  of  these 
desperadoes,  was  yet  so  much  astonished  at  the 
quantities  which  he  saw  them  drink,  without 
producing  any  visible  effect  upon  their  reason, 
that  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise  to 
Bunce  himself,  who,  wild  as  he  was,  yet  appear- 
ed by  far  the  most  civil  and  conversable  of  his 
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party,  and  whom  he  was,  perhaps,  desirous  to 
conciliate,  by  a  compliment  of  which  all  boon 
topers  know  the  value. 

*^  Bones  dT  Baint  Magnus  r  said  the  Udaller, 
f^  I  used  to  think  I  took  o£f  my  can  like  a  gentle- 
man ;  but  to  see  your  men  swallow.  Captain,  one 
would  think  thdr  stomachs  were  as  bottomleii 
as  the  h(de  of  Laifell  in  Foula,  which  I  have 
sounded  myself  with  a  line  of  a  hundred  fii- 
thoms.?^ 

*^  In  our  way  of  life,  sir,^  answered  Bunoe, 
'<  there  is  no  stint  till  the  duty  calls,  or  the 
puncheon  is  drank  out'* 

*^  By  my  word,  sir,^  sud  Claud  Halcro^  ^  I 
believe  there  is  not  one  of  your  people  but  could 
drink  out  the  mickle  bicker  of  Scapa,  which  was 
always  offered  to  the  Bishop  of  Orkney  brimful 
of  the  best  bummock  that  ever  was  brewed.^ 

**  If  drinking  could  make  them  bishops,"^ sakl 
Bunce,  *'  I  should  have  a  reverend  crew  of  them; 
but,  as  they  have  no  other  clerical  qualities  aboat 
them,  I  do  not  propose  that  they  shall  get  druok 
to-day  ;  so  we  will  cut  our  drink  with  a  song.'' 
^*  And  I'll  sing  it,  by  — :—  r  said  or  swore 

11 
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Dick  Fletcher,  and  instantly  struck  up  the  old 
ditlj*— 

*'  It  was  a  ship,  and  a  ship  of  fhme, 
Launch'd  off  the  stocks,  bound  for  the  main. 
With  a  hundred  and  fifty  brisk  young  men. 
All  picked  and  chosen  every  one." 

*  ^*  I  would  sooner  be  keel-hauled  than  bear 
that  song  over  again,^  said  Buncc ;  ^^  and  con« 
fbund  your  lantern  jaws,  you  can  squeeze  nothing 
jabeout  of  them.'* 

««  By  — — ,*  said  Fletcher,  "  I  will  sing  my 
song,  whether  you  like  it  or  no  ;^  and  again  he 
iung,  with  the  doleful  tone  of  a  north-easter 
whistling  through  sheet  and  shrouds. 


"  Captain  Glen  was  our  captain's  name, 
A  very  gallant  and  brisk  young  man ; 
As  bdd  a  sailor's  e'er  went  to  sea. 
And  we  were  bound  for  High  Barbary." 

**  I  tell  you  again,^  sud  Bunce,  "  we  will  have 
none  of  your  screech-owl  music  here ;  and  I^U 
be  df— d  if  you  shall  sit  here  and  make  that  in- 
fernal noise.^ 

"  Why  then,  I'll  tell  you  what,"*  said  Fletcher, 
getting  up,  ^^  I'll  sing  when  I  walk  about,  and 
I  hope  there  is  no  harm  in  that,  Jack  Bunce.^* 
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And  to  getting  up  from  his  seat,  he  b^an  to 
walk  up  and  down  the  sloop,  croaking  oat  hii 
long  and  disastrous  ballad. 

*^  You  see  how  I  manage  them,^  said  Bimoe, 
with  a  smile  of  self-applause — *^  allow  that  fd- 
low  two  strides  on  his  own  way,  and  you  make 
a  mutineer  of  him  for  life.  But  I  tie  hon  stiict 
up,  and  he  follows  me  as  kindly  as  a  fowler^ 
spaniel,  after  he  has  got  a  good  beatings— And 
now  your  toast  and  your  song,  ar,^  addresonf 
Halcro ;  *^  or  rather  your  song  without  jour 
toast  I  have  got  a  toast  for  myself.  Here  if 
success  to  all  roving  blades,  and  confusion  to  all 
honest  men  !^ 

*^  I  should  be  sorry  to  drink  that  toast,  if  I 
could  help  it,"^  said  Magnus  Troil. 

"  What,  you  reckon  yourself  one  of  the  ho- 
nest folks,  I  warrant,^  said  Bunce. — <<  Tell  me 
your  trade,  and  I'll  tell  you  what  I  think  of  itt 
As  fpr  the  punch-maker  here,  I  knew  him  at  first 
glance  to  be  a  tailor,  who  has,  therefore,  no  more 
pretensions  to  be  honest  than  not  to  be  mangy. 
But  you  are  some  High  Dutch  skipper,  I  war- 
rant me,  tliat  tramples  on  the  cross  when  he  is  in 
Japan,  and  denies  his  religion  for  a  day'^s  gain.^ 
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<«  No,**  replied  the  UdaUer^  <M  am  a  gentle- 
of  Zetland."* 

^  O,  what,^  retorted  the  gatirical  Mr  Bunce, 
^  you  are  come  from  the  happy  climate  where 
1^  18  a  groat  a  bottle,  and  where  there  is  day- 
fight  for  ever  ?^ 

^  At  your  service.  Captain,^  said  the  Udaller, 
mppresfflng  with  much  pain  some  disposition  to 
leaent  these  jests  on  his  country,  although  under 
erery  risk,  and  at  all  disadvantage. 

•*  At  my  service  V*  said  Bunce— "  Ay,  if  there 
was  a  rope  stretched  from  the  wreck  to  the  beach, 
you  would  be  at  my  service  to  cut  the  hawser, 
maikejloai&ome  and  Jetsome  of  ship  and  cargo, 
wad  well  if  you  did  not  give  me  a  rap  on  the  head 
with  the  back  of  the  cutty-axe ;  and  you  call 
yourself  honest  ?  But  never  mind — ^here  goes  the 
aforesaid  toast— and  do  you  sing  me  a  song,  Mas- 
ter Fashioner ;  and  look  it  be  as  good  as  your 
punch.^ 

Halcro  internally  praying  for  the  powers  of  a 
new  Timotheus,  to  turn  his  strcun  and  check  his 
pride,  as  glorious  John  had  it,  began  a  heart- 
soothing  ditty  with  the  followbg  lines : 
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"  Maidens  fi^sh  as  fairest  rose. 

Listen  to  this  lay  of  mine." 

^^  I  will  hear  nothing  of  maidens  or  roses,'* 
said  Buncc ;  *^  it  puts  me  in  mind  what  sort  of 
a  cargo  we  have  got  on  board  ;  and,  by  '^  I 
will  be  true  to  my  messmates  and  my  captain  » 
long  as  I  can. — ^And  now  I  think  on\  111  have 
no  more  punch  either— ^hat  last  cup  made  in- 
novation,  and  I  am  not  to  play  Cassio  to-night 
—and  if  I  drink  not,  nobody  else  shalL^ 

So  saying,  he  manfully  kicked  over  the  bucket, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  applicatioDS 
made  to  it,  was  still  half  full,  got  up  from  hb 
seat,  shook  himself  a  little  to  rights,  as  he  cx« 
pressed  it,  cocked  his  hat,  and  walking  the  quar- 
ter-deck  with  an  air  of  dignity,  gave,  by  word 
and  signal,  the  orders  for  bringing  the  ships  to 
anchor,  which  were  readily  obeyed  by  both, 
GofTe  being  then,  in  all  probabUity^  past  any 
rational  state  of  interference. 

The  Udaller,  in  the  meantime,  condoled  with 
Halcro  on  their  situation.  *^  It  is  bad  enough,"* 
said  tlie  tough  old  Norseman ;  ^^  for  these  are 
rank  rogues— and  yet,  were  it  not  for  the  girk, 
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I  should  not  fear  them.  That  young  vapouring 
fellow,  who  seems  to  command,  is  not  such  a 
bom  devil  as  he  might  have  been.^ 

*^  He  has  queer  humours,  though/  said  Hal- 
CTO ;  ^*  and  I  wish  we  were  loose  from  him.  To 
kick  down  a  bucket  half  full  of  the  best  punch 
ever  was  made,  and  to  cut  me  short  in  the 
sweetest  song  I  ever  wrote, — I  promise  you,  I  do 
not  know  what  he  may  do  next — it  is  next  door 
to  madness.^ 

Meanwhile  the  ships  being  brought  to  anchor, 
the  valiant  Lieutenant  Bunce  called  upon  Fletcher, 
and  resuming  his  seat  by  his  unwilling  passen*. 
gers,  he  told  them  they  should  see  what  message 
he  was  about  to  send  to  the  wittols  of  Kirkwall,  as 
they  were  something  concerned  in  it.  ^^  It  shall 
run  in  Dick''s  name,^  he  said,  *^  as  well  as  in  mine. 
I  love  to  give  the  poor  young  fellow  a  little  coun- 
tenance now  and  then— don^t  I,  Dick,  you  d— d 
stupid  ass  ?^ 

**  Why,  yes,  Jack  Bunce,"  said  Dick,  "  I 
can'^t  say  but  as  you  do;  only  you  are  always 
buUocking  one  about  something  or  other  too— 
but,  howsomdever,  d'ye  oco   '     " 
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fli^'kiiow  yoW"cbn£tidn,  and  your  circum- 
MauxSy  and  so  forth, — and  that^s  fair  too.^^ 

teagniis,  thus  exhorted,  took  up  the  pen,  and 

iltt^pted  to  write ;  but  his  high  spirit  so  strug- 

'^^ed  with  his  paternal  anxiety,  that  his  hand  re- 

IfUbed  its 'office.    *<  I  cannot  help  it,^  He  said,  af- 

"tar'  oiie  or  two  illegible  attempts  to  write-— ^^  I 

eannot  form  a  letter,  if  all  our  lives  depended 

^Hhd  he  ooiild  not,  with  his  utmost  efforts,  so 
iili{)|^te&  the  convulsing  emotions  which  he  ex<- 
|(^6hced,  but  that  they  agitated  his  whole 
ifeUde.  The  willow  which  bends  to  the  tempest 
'6tt/^  escapes  better  than  the  oak  which  reasts 
h  i  Wind  so,  in  great  calamities,  it  somedmes  hap- 
pens, that  light  and  frivolous  spirits  A*ecover  their 
dastidty  and  presence  of  mind  sooner  than  those 
0^  a  loftier  character.  In  the  present  case,  Claud 
Halcro  was  fortunately  able  to  perform  the  task 
which  the  deeper  feelings  of  his  friend  and  patron 
tcfused.  He  took  the  pen,  and,  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  explained  the  situation  in  which  they 
W^re  placed,  and  the  cruel  risks  to  which  they 
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Don  Sebastian^  and  judiciously  added,  that  the 
muse  of  glorious  John  had  never  received  such 
excellent  support  during  the  time  that  he  was 
first  (he  mi^ht  have  added,  and  only)  violin  to 
Mr  Gadabouts  company. 

•*  Why,  yes,"  said  Bunce,  "  I  believe  you  are 
right — I  think  I  might  have  shaken  the  scene  as 
well  as  Booth  or  Betterton  either.  But  I  was 
destined  to  figure  on  ott\pr  boards,  (striking  his 
toot  upon  the  deck,)  and  I  believe  I  must  stick 
by  them,  till  I  find  no  board  at  all  to  support 
ine.  But  now,  old  acquaintance,  I  will  do  some- 
thing for  you — slue  yourself  this  way  a  bit — I 
would  have  you  solus."  They  leaned  over  the 
taffrail,  while  Bunce  whispered  with  more  seri- 
ousness  than  he  usually  shewed,  ^^  I  am  sorry 
for  this  honest  old  heart  of  Norway  pine — ^blight 
me  if  I  am  not^-and  for  the  daughters  too— be- 
sides, I  have  my  own  reasons  for  befriending  one 
• 

of  them.  I  can  be  a  wild  fellow  with  a  willing 
lass  of  the  game ;  but  to  such  decent  and  inno- 
cent creatures— d — ^n  me,  I  am  Scipio  at  Numan- 
tia,  and  Alexander  in  the  tent  of  Darius.    You 
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the  more  I  do  for  him.     But  how  d^lightf^l  % 

\'  *  -^    •'.    .      J  .        *  .     .1 

would  be  m  a  tropic  night,  when  the  ship  was 
han^g  on  the  breeze,  with  a  broad  and  steady 
flul,  for  me  to  rehearse  Alexander,  with  you  for 
my  pit,  box,  and  gallery  !  Nay,  for  you  are  a 
fdlower  of  the  muses,  as  I  remember,  who  knows 
but  you  and  I  might  be  t^c  means  of  inspiring, 
like  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  a  pure  taste  into  our 
eomjpanions,  and  softening  their  manners,  while 
we  e;cated  their  better  feelings  ?" 

This  was  spoken  with  so  much  unction,  that  . 
Claiid  Halcro  began  to  be  afraid  he  had  bptb 
made  the  actual  punch  over  potent,  and  mixed 
too  many  bewitching  ingredients  in  the  cup  of 
flattery  which  he  had  administered ;  and  thatji 
under  the  influence  of  both  potions,  the  senti- 
mental pirate  might  detain  him  by  force^  merely 
to  reaBze  the  scenes  which  his  imagination  pre- 
sented. The  conjuncture  was,  however,  too  deli- 
cate  to  admit  of  any  active  effort,  on  Halcro^s 
part,  to  redeem  his  blunder,  and  therefore  he 
only  returned  the  tender  pressure  of  his  friend'^s 
hand,  and  uttered  the  interjection,  *^  alas,"^  in  as 
pathetic  a  tone  as  he  could. 
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horror,  that  their  father  was  still  to  remain  on 
board  of  the  pirate. 

<«  We  will  remain  with  him  at  every  risk,'* 
8£ud  Minna — '^  we  may  be  of  some  assistance  to 
him,  were  it  but  for  an  instant— we  will  live  and 
die  with  him.^ 

**  We  will  aid  him  more  surely j*^  said  Brenda, 
who  comprehended  the  nature  of  their  situa- 
tion better  than  Minna,  ^^  by  interesting  the 
people  of  Sjrkwall  to  grant  these  gentlemen's 
demands.'' 

*'  Spoken  like  an  angel  of  sense  and  beauty," 
said  Bunce ;  **  and  now  away  with  you ;  for, 
d*— >n  me,  if  this  is  not  like  having  a  lighted  lin- 
stock in  the  powder-room — if  you  speak  another 
word  more,  confound  me  if  T  know  how  I  shall 
bring  myself  to  part  with  you." 

**  Go,  in  God's  name,  my  daughters,"  said 
Magnus.  "  I  am  in  God's  hand  ;  and  when  you 
are  gone  I  shall  care  little  for  myself — and  I  shall 
think  and  say,  as -long  as  I  live,  that  this  good 
gentleman  deserves  a  better  trade. — Go— go — 
away  with  you" — ^for  they  yet  lingered  in  unwil- 
lingness to  leave  him. 
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"  Stay  not  to  kiss,'"  sud  B^nce^,<^for  fear  1 1 
be  tempted  to  ask  my  share.  Into  the  \io^  ]ntli 
you — yet  stop  an  instant^  He  drew  the  thxfje 
captives  apart — "  Fletcher,"  said  |ie,  **  will  u^-. 
swer  for  the  rest  of  the  fellows,  and  will  see  yqq 
safe  off  the  sea-beach.  But  how  to  answeir  ftr 
FleU^her,  I  know  not,  exce{>t  by  trustiDg  Mr 
Halcro  with  this  little  j^arantee.^ 

He  offered  the  minstrel  a  small  douUe-barreL 

led  pistol,  which,  he  said,  was  loaded  with,  a  biioe 

*    ■■'•■,'  •••-  •  ■•  .  ■      ''"■■ 

of  balls.  Minna  observed  Halcro^s  hand  tremUe 

as  he  stretched  it  out  to  take  the  weapon.  ^^  Give 
it  to  me,  sir,"  she  sud,  taking  it  from  the  out- 
law ;  ^^  and  trust  to  me  for  defending  my  sister 
and  myself." 

**  Bravo,  bravo !"  shouted  Bunce.  •*  There 
spoke  a  wench  worthy  of  Cleveland,  the  Kng  of 
Rovers." 

^^  Cleveland !"  repeated  Minna,  ^^  do  you  then 
know  that  Cleveland,  whom  you  have  twice  na- 
med?" 

'^  Know  him !  Is  there  a  man  alive^"  sud 
Bupce,  '^  that  knows  better  than  I  do  the  best 
and  stoutest  fellow  ever  stepped  betwixt  stem 


a^d  $tfix^l  *  Wbep  h&is  out  of  the  bilboesj  as 
fdeaa^H^vea  he  shall  soon  be,  I  reckon  to  see 
jCffi  pome.pn  boar4  of  us,  and  reign  theiqueen  oi. 
e^ery  sea  we.  sail  over<-rYpu  have  got  the  little 
gUj||:di4Q^I  sqppo^e.you  know  how  to  use  it  If 
Ffet^er  behaves  ill  to  you,  you  need  only  draw  • 
i]£^  tluf^  piec^  of  iron,  with  your  thumb,  so— 4ind  * 
if  Jb^.pei:sisl;s,  it  b  but  crodkiog  your  pretty  fbr&- 
S^gpc  thus,  and  I  shall  Jose  the  most  dutiful  « 
mfjfmmyte  that  ever  man  had — though,  d— ^n  the : . 
dog,  be  wiU  deserve  his  death  if  he  disobeys  my  ' 
orilfiipi.  .And  now,  into  the  boat-t-but  stay,  one 
ki|a£br  Cleveland's  sakiB..^ 

Brenda^  in  deadly  terror,  endured  his  courte- 
tyt  .but  Minna,  stepping  back  with  disdain,  of- 
fer^  h^r  hand.  Bunce  laughed,  but  kissed,  with 
a  theatrical  air,  the  fair  hand  which  she  extend- 
ed as  a  ransom  for  her  lips,  and  at  length  the  sis- 
ters and  Halcro  were  placed  in  the  boat,  which 
lowed  off  under  Fletcher's  command. 

Bunce  stood  on  the  quarter-deck,  soliloquizing 
after  the  manner  of  his  original  profession.  ^^  Were 
this  told  at  Port  Royal,  now,  or  at  the  Isle  of 
Providence,,  or  in  the  Petits  Gu^ves,  I  wonder 
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what  they  would  say  of  me  ?  Why,  that  I  was  i 
good-natured  milksop— a  Jack<4i-lent— an  ass.— > 
Well,  let  them.  I  have  done  enough  of  bad  to 
thmk  about  it ;  it  is  worth  while  doing  one  goxl 
action,  if  it  were  but  for  the  rarity  of  the  tbmg, 
and  to  put  one  in  good  humour  with  one^s  sdf.* 
Then  turning  to  Magnus  Troil,  he  proceeded— 
«<  By  — —  these  are  bona  robas,  these  daughters 
of  yours.  The  eldest  would  make  her  fortune  oa 
the  London  boards.  What  a  dashing  attitude 
the  wench  had  with  her,  as  she  seized  the  pistol— 
d — n  me,  that  touch  would  have  brought  the 
house  down.  What  a  Roxalana  the  jade  would 
have  made !  (for,  in  his  oratory,  Bunce,  like  San- 
cho^s  gossip,  Thomas  Cecial,  was  apt  to  use  the 
most  energetic  word  which  came  to  hand,  with- 
out accurately  considering  its  propriety).  ^  I 
would  give  my  share  of  the  next  prize  but  to  hear 
her  spout 

'  Away,  be  gone,  and  give  a  whirlwind  room. 
Or  I  will  blow  you  up  like  dust. — A  vaunt  f 
Madness  but  meanly  represents  my  rage.' 

And  then,  again,  that  little,  soft,  shy,  tearful 
trembler,  for  Statira,  to  hear  her  recite. 
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*  He  wpetkM  the  kindest  words,  and  looks  such  thingi^ 
Vows  with  such  passion,  swears  with  so  much  grace, 
Tbat  'tis  a  kind  of  heaven  to  he  deluded  hy  him/ 

YtThat  a  pUy  we  might  have  run  up  !*-I  was  a 
beast  not  to  think  of  it  before  I  sent  them  off— - 
I  to  be  Alexander — Claud  Halcro,  Lysimachus 
—this  old  gentleman  might  have  made  a  Clitus, 
for  a  pinch.  I  was  an  ideot  not  to  think  of  it  T 
There  was  much  in  this  effusion  which  might 
have  displeased  the  Udaller ;  but,  to  speak  truth, 
he  pud  no  attention  to  it  His  eye,  and,  finally, 
his  spy-glass,  was  employed  in  watching  the  re- 
turn of  his  daughters  to  the  shore.  He  saw  them 
Umd  on  the  beach,  and,  accompanied  by  Halcro, 
and  another  man,  (Fletcher  doubtless,)  he  saw 
them  ascend  the  acclivity,  and  proceed  upon  the 
road  to  Kirkwall,  and  he  could  even  distinguish 
that  Minna,  as  if  considering  herself  as  the  guar* 
dian  of  the  party,  walked  a  little  aloof  from  the 
rest,  on  the  watch,  as  it  seemed,  against  surprise, 
and  ready  to  act  as  occasion  should  require.  At 
length,  as  the  Udaller  was  just  about  to  lose  sight 
of  them,  he  had  the  exquisite  satisfaction  to  see 
the  party  halt,  and  the  pirate  leave  tbim,  after  a 


space  just  loog  enough  for  a  dyil  (arewdl,  a 
proceed  slowly  hack,  on  his  return  to  the  bea 
Blfsmg  the  Great  Being  who  had  thus  reliei 
him  firom^themort  agpniang  fears  which  a&l 
on  fed,  the  worlliy  Udaller,  from  that  insta 
stood  resigned  to  his  own  fiite,  whatsoerer  tl 
ui^it  be; 


», 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Orer  the  moimtainfl  and  under  the  way^ 
Orer  the  fountains  and  under  the  grayes. 
Over  floods  that  are  deepest. 

Which  Neptune  obey, 
Orer  rocks  that  are  steepest, 
Lote  will  find  out  the  way. 


OldSon^. 


The  parting  of  Fletch^  from  Claud  Halcro 
and  the  sisters  of  Burgh- Westra,  on  the  spot 
where  it  took  place,  was  partly  occasioned  by  a 
small  party  of  armed  m6n  being  seen  at  a  di»- 
tance  in  the  act  of  advancing  from  Kirkwall,  an 
apparition  hidden  from  the  Udaller'^s  spy-glass 
by  the  swell  of  the  ground,  but  quite  visible  to 
the  pirate,  whom  it  determined  to  consult  hi» 
own  safety  by  a  speedy  return  to  his  boat.  He 
was  just  turning  away,  when  Minna  occaaioiied 
the  i^ort  delay  which  her  father  had  ob^ienred. 
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Ten  !— Minna,  in  what  hands  have  we  left  our 
dear  father  r 

^^  Iq  the  hands  of  brave  men/^  said  Minna, 
steadily—^'  I  fear  not  for  him.**^ 

**  As  brave  as  you  please,^  said  Claud  Halcro, 
**  but  very  dangerous  rogues  for  all  that. — I  know 
that  fellow  Altaroont,  as  he  calls  himself,  though 
that  b  not  his  right  name  neither,  as  deboshed  a 
dog  as  ever  made  a  barn  ring  with  blood  and 
blank  verse.  He  began  with  Barnwell,  and  every 
body  thought  he  would  end  with  the  gallows, 
like  the  last  scene  in  Venice  Preserved.'" 

"  It  matters  not,^  said  Minna — "  the  wilder 
the  waves,  the  more  powerful  is  the  voice  that 
rules  them.  The  name  alone  of  Cleveland  ruled 
the  mood  of  the  fiercest  amongst  them.^ 

•*  I  am  sorry  for  Cleveland,"  said  Brenda, 
^'  if  such  are  his  companions, — but  I  care  little 
for  him  in  comparison  to  my  father."" 

**  Reserve  your  compassion  for  those  who  need 
it,^  said  Minna,  '^  and  fear  nothing  for  our  fa- 
ther.— God  knows,  every  silver  hair  on  his  head 
is  to  me  worth  the  treasure  of  an  unsunned  mine ; 
but  I  know  that  he  is  safe  while  in  yonder  ves- 


ad,  nd  I  faiovr  Ibat  he  will'be  wen  afetn 
abore.^ 

^  I  would  I  oould  see  it,^  said  Claud  Hakxo; 
**  but  I  fear  the  Kirkwall  peo|rie,  auppMhf 
CleYdand  to  be  audi  aa  I  dread,  will  not  dare  to 
eidiange  him  agatnat  the  Udaller.  Hie  BedU 
liaTeTerj  ae^wre  lawa  agiiimf  theft-boot,  aa'dKj 
caUit,'' 

^  But  who  are  thoae  on  the  foad  brfote  m^ 
wad  Bienda ;  <*  and  why  do  they  halt  fhefe  l» 
jcakNuly  r* 

^Theyareapatioleof  theinilitia,^  anavMcd 
Hakra  ^*  Glorious  John  tondies  them  df  t 
httk  sharply,— 4Hit  then  John  was  a  Jaoobhe^-^ 

'  Mootht  withoat  hands,  maintiin'd  st  ruX  cxpeae^ 
In  peaee  a  duigCy  in  mat  a  weak  defeiee; 
Scout  oaoe  a  months  they  march,  a  >>i««tfw»g  laad. 
And  eror,  but  in  time  of  need,  at  hand.' 

I  fancy  they  halted  just  now,  taking  us,  as  tbej 
saw  us  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  for  a  party  of  the 
sloop^s  men,  and,  now  they  can  <fistinguidi  tkH 
you  wear  petticoats,  they  are  moTing  on  again.^ 
They  came  on  accordingly,  and  proved  to  be, 
as  Claud  Hakro  had  suggested,  a  patrole  sent 


out  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  pirates,  and  to 
prevent  their  attempting  descents  to  damage  the 
country. 

They  heartily  congratulated  Claud  Halcro, 
who  was  well  known  to  more  than  one  of  them, 
upon  his  escape  from  captivity ;  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  party,  while  offering  every  assists 
ance  to  tlie  ladies,  could  not  help  condoling  with 
them  on  the  drcumstances  in  which  their  father 
•tood,  hinting,  though  in  a  delicate  and  doubt- 
ful manner,  the  difficulties  which  might  be  in 
the  way  of  his  liberation. 

When  they  arrived  at  Kirkwall,  and  obtained 
an  audience  of  the  Provost  and  one  or  two  of 
the  Magistrates,  these  difficulties  were  more 
plainly  insbted  upon.-— ^^  The  Halcyon  frigate 
is  upon  the  coast,^  said  the  Provost ;  **  she  was 
seen  off  Duncansbay-head ;  and  though  I  have 
the  deepest  respect  for  Mr  Troil  of  Burgh-Wes- 
tra,  yet  I  shall  be  answerable  to  law  if  I  release 
from  prison  the  Captain  of  this  suspicious  vessel, 
on  account  of  the  safety  of  any  individual  who  may 
be  unhappily  endangered  by  his  detention.  This- 

VOL.  III.  r 
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man  is  now  known  to  be  the  heart  and  ioui  of 
these  buccaneers,  and  am  I  at  liberty  to  sendhki 
aboard,  that  he  may  plunder  the  country^  or  per- 
haps go  fight  the  King^s  ship  P— for  he  has  impu- 
dence enough  for  any  thing.'" 

^^  Courage  enough  for  any  thing,  you  mesiH 
Mr  Provost,**  said  Minna,  unaUe  to  restjcain  her 
displeasure. 

<<  Why,  you  may  call  it  as  you  please,  Mbi 
Troil,**  said  the  worthy  Magistrate  ;  **  but,  ia 
my  opinion,  that  sort  of  coun^  wliich  proposes 
to  fight  singly  against  two  is  little  bettor  than  t 
kind  of  practical  impudence.** 

^<  But  our  father  ?**  said  Brenda,  in  a  tone  of 
the  most  earnest  entreaty—*^  our  father— the 
Inend,  I  may  say  the  father,  <^  his  country— to 
whom  so  many  look  for  kindness,  and  so  many 
for  actual  support^-whose  loss  would  be  the 
extincdon  of  a  beacon  in  a  storm— will  you  in- 
deed weigh  the  nsk  which  he  runs,  against  such 
a  trifling  thing  as  letUng  an  unfortunate  mm 
from  prison,  to  seek  his  unhappy  fate  else- 
where ?* 
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^^  Mifis  Brenda  is  right,^  said  Claud  Halcro ; 
<<  I  am  for  let-a-be  for  let-a-bc,  as  the  boys  say ; 
and  never  fash  about  a  warrant  of  liberation^ 
Provost,  but  just  take  a  fooPs  counsel,  and  let 
the  goodman  of  the  jail  forget  to  draw  his]  bolt 
on  the  wicket,  or  leave  a  chink  of  a  window  open, 
or  the  hke,  and  we  will  be  rid  of  the  rover,  and 
have  the  one  best  honest  fellow  in  Orkney  or 
Zetland  on  the  lea-side  of  a  bowl  of  punch  with 
us  in  five  hours.^ 

The  Provost  replied  in  nearly  the  same  terms 
as  befcnre,  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for  Mr 
Magnus  Troil  of  Burgh- Westra,  but  that  he 
could  not  suffer  his  consideration  for  anyindivi- 
dual,  however  respectable,  to  interfere  with  the 
discharge  of  .his  duty. 

Minna  then  addressed  her  »ster  in  a  tone  of 
calm  and  sarcastic  displeasure.—^^  You  forget,^ 
she  said,  *^  Brenda,  that  you  are  talking  pf  the 
safety  of  a  poor  in^gnificant  Udaller  of  Zetland 
to  no  less  a  person  than  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  metropolis  of  Orkney— can  you  expect  so 
great  a  person  to  condescend  to  such  a  trifling 
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subject  of  consideration  ?  It  will  be  time  enough 
for  the  Provost  to  think  of  complying  with  the 
terms  sent  to  him— for  comply  with  them  at 
length  he  both  must  and  will— when  the  Church 
of  Saint  Magnus  is  beat  down  about  his  can.* 

**  You  may  be  angry  with  me,  my  pretty  yomig 
lady,^  said  the  good  humoured  Provost  Toffe, 
<<  but  I  cannot  be  offended  with  you.  The 
Church  of  Saint  Magnus  has  stood  many  a  dsy, 
and  I  think  will  outlive  both  you  and  me,  moeh 
moreyonderpackof  unhanged  dogs.  Andbcsdo 
that  your  father  is  half  an  Orkneyman,  and  has 
both  estate  and  friends  among  us,  I  would,  I 
give  you  my  word,  do  as  much  for  a  Zetlander 
in  distress  as  I  would  for  any  one,  exoeptii^  one 
of  our  own  native  Eirkwallers,  who  are  doubtlesi 
to  be  preferred.  And  if  you  will  take  up  your 
lodgings  here  with  my  wife  and  myself,  we  will 
endeavour  to  shew  you,^  continued  he,  ^  that 
you  are  as  welcome  in  Crkwall  as  ever  you  could 
be  in  Lerwick  or  Scallowav.** 

Minna  deigned  no  reply  to  this  good  humour- 
ed invitation,  but  Brenda  declined  it  in  civil 
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terms,  pleading  the  necessity  of  taking  up  their 
abode  with  a  wealthy  widow  of  Kirkwall,  a  rela*- 
tion,  who  already  expected  them. 

Halcro  made  another  attempt  to  move  the 
ProvoBi,  but  found  him  inexorable.— ^^  The 
CoUectiMr  of  the  Customs  had  already  threaten- 
edy**  he  said,  ^^  to  inform  against  him  for  enters 
ing  into  treaty,  or^  as  he  called  it,  packing  and 
peeling  with  those  strangers,  even  when  it  seemed 
the  only  means  of  preventing  a  bloody  affray  in 
the  town  ;  and,  should  he  now  forego  the  advan^ 
tage  afforded  by  the  imprisonment  of  Cleveland 
and  the  escape  of  the  Factor,  he  might  incur 
aomething  worse  than  censure.^  The  burthen  of 
the  whole  was,^'  that  he  was  sorry  fortheUdaller, 
he  was  sorry  even  for  the  lad  Cleveland,  who  had 
some  sparks  of  honour  about  him ;  but  his  duty  was 
imperious,  and  must  be  obeyed.'^  The  Provost 
then  precluded  further  argument,  by  observing, 
that  another  affair  from  Zetland  called  for  his 
immediate  attention.  A  gentleman  named  Mer- 
toun,  residing  at  Jarlshoff,  bad  made  complaint 
against  Snaelafoot  the  Jagger  for  having  assisted 
a  domestic  of  bis  in  embezzling  some  valuable 


ApoMted  in  his  custody, 

cxflBUDuitiQiis  00  the 

Id  be  lestofed  to  Mr 

itaUe  Bar  them  to  the 


In  iH  thii  infinndoBy  tfaeie  wns  noChiag 

retting  to  die  asteneseeptiiif 
SfatDOBy  wnco  vent  fike  n  dwger  to 

of  Minne,  when  dbe  leooUectcd  the  dr. 
winch  Mflfdaunt  Mertounhad 
wlndi,  with  nn  ^twiprifHi  les 
thon^  031  of  a  melandiol  J  natm^  cdl- 
ed  a  £bbc  fahidi  into  Brendn  s  cheek,  and  a  slighl 
defTce  of  inuticuie  itto  her  eye.  But  it  was  »oa 

Magistiate  spcke  not  of  Mor- 
bat  of  his  Ctther ;  and  the  dangfaten  of 
[ag:niL>.  iittie  inteietted  in  his  detail,  took  leave 
diePlroitKt  to  go  to  their  own  lodlgii^ 
When  ther  armed  at  their  rdationX  MJBttM 
ii  her  business  to  leani,  by  such  inqubies 
as  she  amid  Bake  without  excitii^  snfflfrif, 
what  was  the  situation  of  the  unfortunate  Cleve- 
bnd«  which  she  soon  discovered  to  be  ezceed- 
inetr  precarious.    The  Plrorost  had  not,  indeed. 
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Gommittcd  him  to  close  custody^  as  Claud  Hak 
mro  had  anticipated,  reooUectipg,  perhaps,  the 
favourable  circumstances  under  which  he  had 
aurtendered  himself,  and  loth,  till  the  moeaent  of 
the  last  necessity^  altogether  to  break  faith  with 
him.  But  although  left  apparently  at  large,  he 
was  strictly  watched  by  persons  well  armed  ^ifid 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  had  directioop 
to  detain  him  by  force,  if  he  attempted  to  pass 
certain  narrow  precincts  which  were  allotted  to 
him.  He  was  quartered  in  a  strong  room  with- 
in what  is  called  the  Eing'*s  Castle,  and  at  night 
his  chamber  door  was  locked  on  the  outside,  and 
a  sufficient  guard  mounted  to  prevent  his  escape. 
He  therefore  enjoyed  only  the  degree  of  liberty 
which  the  cat,  in  her  cruel  sport,  is  sometimes  plea- 
ded to  permit  to  the  mouse  which  she  has  clutched  | 
and  yet,  such  was  the  terror  of  the  resources,  the 
courage,  and  ferocity  of  the  pirate  Captain,  that 
the  Provost  was  blamed  by  the  Cpllector,  an4 
many  other  sage  citizens  of  Kirkwall,  for  pernut* 
ting  him  to  be  at  large  upon  any  conditions. 

It  may  be  well  believed  that,  under  sucii  cir-« 
cumstances,  Cleveland  had  no  desire  to  seek  any 


that  he  WIS  the 
T  ud  temr. 


of  the  Cathednl  of  Su0i 

fitted 
b  nlemn  cdd  edifice, 
which  attcBdcd  the 
of  die  BcfionHtiaDy  stiO  lelMi 
of eptnopal dignitr.  TlibpbBe 
fay  m  Kveen  fian  the  Bive 
of  die  cnMB^  and  dieidioleii 
of  deanEnesB  anddeccocr, 
pRjpoaed  as  an  cxaBple  to 
pro^  pte  of  WcatMMier  and  Saint  ftwJi. 
It  wa$  21  tfcb  exterior  part  of  the  Cadwdnl 
Cimhnd  was  peiautted  to  walk,  die  niber 
ks  gmRds,  far  waldnag  the  single  opea  CB- 
had  the  veuB^  with  toj  little  inooaive- 
ID  ihfaavflres  of  preiculing-  any  posahlr 
at  escape.     The  place  itself  wm  well 
tt> h» wf tinrhnhr circnmrtaiiresw  Theloftjr 
d  Tsahed  roof  lixs  upon  ranges  of  Saxon  pil- 
of  ■■Mil  aae«  four  of  which,  stiil  larger 
the  rat,  onot  suppurted  die  IoAt  fpire, 


THE    PIRATE  SS3 

ly  kmg  nnce  destroyed  by  accident,  has  been 
rdbuilded  upon  a  disproportioned  and  truncated 
plan.  The  light  is  admitted  at  the  eastern  end 
tbniugh  a  lofty,  well  proportioned,  and  richly  or- 
namented Gothic  window,  and  the  pavement  is 
ooTered  with  inscriptions,  in  different  languages, 
diadnguishing  the  graves  of  noble  Orcadians,  who 
bave  at  different  times  been  deposited  within  the 
aacred  precincts. 

Herewalked  Cleveland,musingoverthe  events 
of  a  mis-spent  life,  which  it  seemed  probable  might 
be  brought  to  a  violent  and  shameful  close,  while 
he  was  yet  in  the  prime  of  youth.  *^  With  these 
.dead,^  he  said,  looking  on  the  pavement,  ^'  will 
I  flooD  be  numbered — but  no  holy  man  will  speak 
m  blessing— no  friendly  hand  register  aninscription 
«— DO  proud  descendant  sculpture  armorial  bear- 
ings over  the  grave  of  the  pirate  Cleveland.  My 
whitening  bones  will  swing  in  the  gibbet-irons  on 
some  wild  beach  or  lonely  cape,  thatwill  be  esteem- 
ed fatal  and  accursed  for  my  sake.  The  old  ma- 
riner, as  he  passes  the  sound,  will  shake  his  head, 
and  tell  of  my  name  and  actions  as  a  warning  to 
his  younger  comrades.— But  Minna !— Minna !— 
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what  will  be  thy  ibougfa  ts  when  the  nevt  nmha 
thoe?-— Would  to  God  the  tidii^wanedrovMd 
io  the  deepest  whirlpool  betwixt  Kirkwall  mA 
Burgb-Westra  en  they  came  to  her  car!  wri 
O,  would  to  Heavoi  that  we  had  never  mel,  BBoe 
we  nerer  can  meet  again  P 

He  lifted  up  his  eyes  as  he  qioke,  and  IGaoi 
Troll  stood  before  him.  Her  fiioe  was  pal^  and 
her  hair  dishevelled,  but  her  look  was  cuapnwd 
and  firm,  with  its  usual  ezpreasion  of  highmri- 
ed  mdandioly.  She  was  atill  ahrouded  in  the 
huge  mande  whidi  she  had  assumed  on  lecnag 
the  vessel.  Clevdand'*s  first  emotion  was  astoai dw 
ment,  his  next  was  joy,  not  unmixed  with  awe. 
He  would  have  exdaimpd^he  would  have  tfaroini 
himself  at  her  feet,  but  she  imposed  at  onoe  si- 
lence and  composure  on  him,  by  raising  her  fin- 
ger, and  saying,  in  a  low  but  commanding  so 
cent — *^  Be  cauUous-*we  are  observed  thitc 
are  men  without— they  let  me  enter  with  difi- 
culty.  I  dare  not  remain  long— ^ey  would 
think— -they  might  believe-— O,  Clevehmd!  I 
have  haxarded  every  tiling  to  save  youi*^ 

IS 
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"  To  save  me  ?— alas !  poor  Minna  !*"  answer- 
edCleveland ;  ^^tosavenieisinipossibIe--enough 
that  I  have  seen  you  once  more,  were  it  but  to 
aay,  for  ever  farewell  !^ 

**  We  must  indeed  say*farewell,^  sfud  Minna ; 
^  for  fate  and  your  guilt  have  divided  us  for 
evar.— Cleveland,  I  have  seen  your  associates- 
need  I  tell  you  more— need  I  say  that  I  know 
now  what  a  pirate  b  ?^ 

**  You  have  been  in  the  ruflians^  power !''  said 
Cleveland,  with  a  start  of  agony— <^  Did  they 
presume *** 

**  Cleveland,''  replied  Minna,  **  they  presumed 
nothing— your  name  was  a  spell  over  them ;  by 
the  power  of  that  spell  over  these  ferocious  ban- 
ditti,  and  by  that  alone,  I  was  reminded  of  the 
qualities  I  once  thought  my  Cleveland's  !" 

"  Yes,"  said  Cleveland,  proudly,  "  my  name 
has  and  shall  have  power  over  them,  when  they 
are  at  the  wildest ;  and  had  they  harmed  you 
by  one  rude  word,  they  should  have  found— Yet 
what  do  I  rave  about — I  am  a  prisoner  P 

^^  You  shall  be  so  no  longer,"  said  Minna—- 
^^  Your  safety— the  safety  of  my  dear  father,  all 
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demand  your  instant  freedom.  I  have  fortned  a 
icheme  for  your  liberty,  which^  boldly  executedf 
cannot  faiL  The  light  is  failing  without— muffle 
yourself  in  my  cloak,  and  you  will  eaaly  ftm 
the  guards— I  have  given  them  the  means  of  ca» 
iou8tng,and  they  aredeeply  engaged.  Haste  to  the 
Loch  of  Stennis,  and  hide  yourself  ull  day  dawns; 
then  make  a  smoke  on  the  pmnt  where  the  land, 
stretching  into  the  lake  on  eadi  ade,  divides  it 
nearly  in  two  at  the  Bridge  of  Broisgar.  Your 
vessel,  which  lies  not  far  distant,  will  send  a  host 
ashore— Do  not  hesitate  an  instant.^ 

^'  But  you,  Minna  !*-should  this  wild  scheme 
succeed,^  said  Cleveland—'^  what  is  to  become 
of  you  ?'^ 

<<  For  my  share  in  your  escape,"**  answered  tlie 
maiden,  '^  the  honesty  of  my  own  intention — the 
honesty  of  my  intention  will  vindicate  me  in  the 
sight  of  Heaven,  and  the  safety  of  my  father, 
whose  fate  depends  on  yours,  will  be  my  excuse 
to  man.^ 

In  a  few  words,  she  gave  him  the  history  of  thar 
capture,  and  its  consequences.  Cleveland  cast  up 
his  eyes  and  raised  his  hands  to  heaven,  in  thank- 
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fulness  for  the  escape  of  the  sisters  from  bis  evil 
companions,  and  then  hastily  added,  <*  But  you 
are  right,  Minna,  I  must  fly  at  all  rates — ^for  your 
fatber^s  sake  I  must  fly.  Here,  then,  we  part- 
yet  not,  I  trust,  for  ever.^* 

**  For  ever  !^  answered  a  voice,  that  sounded 
as  from  a  sepulchral  vault. 

They  started,  looked  around  them,  and  then 
gazed  on  each  other.  It  seemed  as  if  the  echoes 
of  the  building  had  returned  Cleveland's  last 
words,  but  the  pronunciation  was  too  emphati- 
cally accented. 

**  Yes,  for  ever  !^  said  Noma  of  the  Fitful- 
head,  stepping  forward  from  behind  one  of  the 
massive  Saxon  pillars  which  support  the  roof  of 
the  Cathedral.— ^^  Here  meet  the  crimson  foot 
and  the  crimson  hand— well  for  both  that  the 
wound  is  healed  whence  that  crimson  was  derived 
—•well  for  both,  but  best  for  him  who  shed  it- 
Here,  then,  you  meet>— and  meet  for  the  last 
timer 

**  Not  so,^  said  Cleveland,  as  if  about  to  take 
Minna*shand— ^^  to  separate  me  from  Minna,  while 
I  have  life,  must  be  the  work  of  herself  alone.^ 
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try  folds  of  wadmaal— -what  would  your  device 
have  procured  lum  but  instant  restraint  with  bolt 
and  shackle  P  I  wSl  save  him— -I  will  place  him 
in  aecnrity  on  board  his  bark.    But  let  him  re- 
nounce these  shores  for  ever,  and  carry  elsewhere 
the  terrors  of  his  sable  flag,  and  his  yet  blacker 
name ;  for  if  the  sun  rises  twice,  and  finds  him 
sdU  at  anchor,  his  blood  be  on  his  own  head«-» 
Ay— look  to  each  other— look  the  last  look  that 
I  permit  to  frail  affection,  and  say,  if  ye  can  say 
it.  Farewell  for  ever." 

^  Obey  her,"  stammered  Minna ;  ^^  remon- 
strate not,  but  obey  her." 

Cleveland,  grasping  her  hand,  and  kissing  it 
ardently,  said,  but  so  low  that  she  only  could 
hear  it,  "  Farewell,  Minna,  but  not  for  ever." 

^<  And  now,  maiden,  begone^"  said  Noma, 
^^  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  Reimkennar." 

"  One  word  more,"  said  Minna, "  and  I  obey 
you — tell  me  but  if  I  have  caught  aright  your 
meaning— Is  Mordaunt  Mcrtoim  safe  and  reco- 
vered?" 
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^  Eecovcrcd,  and  safe,*  said  Noma,  ^  die 
woe  to  die  hand  that  shed  hisbkiodr 

HJBM  ilavfy  sought  the  door  of  the  Cadie- 
dnl,  and  turned  back  finom  tinie  to  time  to  look 
aK  die  shadowy  fofm  of  Noma,  and  the  staid j 
and  nafitanr  figure  of  Cleveland,  as  th^  sttiod 
iO|!ethcr  in  the  deepening  glooin  of  the  antxat 
caihediaL  When  she  looked  back  m  second  tiB^ 
thcT  were  in  motion,  and  derdnnd  foUoved  die 
matran,  as  widi  a  dow  and  solemn  step  die  g^ 
ded  towards  one  of  the  side  aisles.  When  Ilia- 
■a  kicked  bnck  a  third  time,  their  figures  were 
no  longer  Tisible.  She  ooOeeted  hersdf,  and  walk- 
ed on  to  the  eastern  door  by  whidi  die  hadco- 
lered,  and  Rstened  for  an  instant  to  the  gusid 
who  talked  together  on  the  outside. 

*^  The  Zetland  girl  stays  a  long  time  with  tins 
pirate  Cdlow,""  said  one.    ^  I  widi  they  hate  not 
to  speak  about  than  the  ranaom  of  her  fii- 


^  At,  truly,*  answered  anodier,  ^  the  wendvs 
will  hare  more  sympathy  with  a  handsome  yooig 
pirate  than  an  old  bed-ridden  burgher.* 
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Their  discourse  was  here  interrupted  by  her 
of  whom  they  were  speaking ;  and,  as  if  taken  in 
themannery  they  pulled  o(F  their  hats,  made  their 
mwkward  obeisances,  and  looked  a  little  confu- 
sed. 

Minoa  returned  to  the  house  where  she  lodged, 
moch  affected,  yet,  on  the  whole,  pleased  with  the 
result  of  her  expedition,  which  seemed  to  put  her 
father  out  of  danger,  and  assured  her  at  once  of 
ihe  escape  of  Cleveland  and  of  the  safety  of 
joung  Mordaunt.  She  hastened  to  communi- 
cate both  pieces  of  intelligence  to  Brenda,  who 
joined  her  in  thankfulness  to  heaven,  and  was 
herself  well  nigh  persuaded  to  believe  in  Noma's 
supernatural  pretensions,  so  much  was  she  plea^ 
sed  with  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  em- 
ployed. Some  time  was  spent  in  exchanging  their 
mutual  congratulations,  and  mingling  tears  of 
hope,  mixed  with  apprehension,  when,  at  a  late 
hour  in  the  evening,  they  were  interrupted  by 
Claud  Halcro,  who,  full  of  a  fidgetung  sort  of 
importance,  not  unmingled  with  fear,  came  to  ac- 
quaint them,  that  the  prisoner,  Cleveland,  had 
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disappeared  from  the  Cathedral,  in  whidi  he  had 
been  permitted  to  walk,  and  that  the  Prorost, 
having  been  informed  that  Minna  waa  aocessvy 
to  his  flight,  was  coming  in  a  mighty  quandarj 
to  make  inqu'u-y  into  the  circumstances. 

When  the  worthy  Magistrate  arrived,  Minna 
did  not  conceal  from  him  her  own  wish  that  Cleve- 
land should  make  his  escape,  as  the  only  meaai 
which  she  saw  of  redeeming  her  father  from  im- 
minent danger.  But  that  she  had  any  actual  ac- 
ces^on  to  his  flight  she  positively  denied,  and 
stated,  ^^  that  she  had  parted  from  Cleveland  ia 
the  Cathedral,  more  than  two  hours  since,  and 
then  left  him  in  company  with  a  tliird  person, 
whose  name  she  did  not  coned ve  herself  obliged 
to  communicate.^ 

*^  It  is  not  needful.  Miss  Minna  Trcnl,"*  an- 
swered Provost  Torfe ;  "  for  although  no  person 
but  this  Captain  Cleveland  and  yourself  was  seen 
to  enter  the  kirk  of  Saint  Magnus  this  day,  we 
know  well  enough  that  your  cousin,  old  Uiia 
Troil,  whom  you  Zetlanders  call  Noma  of  Fit- 
fulhead,  has  been  cruizing  up  and  down,  upon 
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and  latid,  and  (dr,  for  what  1  know,  in  boats 
and  ponies,  and  it  may  be  on  broomsticks ;  and 
bete  has  been  her  dumb  Drow,  too,  coming  and 
going,  and  playing  the  spy  on  every  one.  And  a 
good  spy  he  is,  for  he  can  hear  every  thing,  and 
tells  nothing  again,  unless  to  his  mistress.    And 
we  know,  besides,  that  she  can  enter  the  kirk 
when  all  the  doors  are  fast,  and  has  been  seen 
iJbere  more  than  once,  God  save  us  from  the  evil 
one.  And  so,  widiout  farther  questions  asked,  I 
conclude  it  was  old  Noma  whom  you  left  in  the 
kirk  with  this  slashing  blade;  and  if  so,  they 
may  catch  them  again  that  can.     I  cannot  but 
say,  however,  pretty  Mistress  Minna,  that  you 
Zetland  folks  seem  to  forget  both  law  and  gospel^ 
when  you  use  the  help  of  witchcraft  to  fetch  de- 
linquents out  of  a  legal  prison  ;  and  the  least  that 
you,or  yourcousin,or.yourfather,  cando,is  to  use 
influence  with  this  wild  fellow  to  go  away  as  soon 
as  pos^ble,  without  hurting  the  town  or  trade, 
and  then  there  will  be  little  harm  in  what  has 
chanced  ;  for,  heaven  knows,  I  did  not  seek  the 
poor  lad^s  life,  so  I  could  get  my  hands  free 
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of  him  without  blame ;  and  far  less  did  I  wiih 
that  through  his  imprisonment  any  harm  should 
come  to  worthy  Magnus  Trcnl  of  Burgh  Wes- 
tra.'' 

*^  I  see  where  the  shoe  jnnches  you,  Mr  Pro- 
Tost,^  sud  Claud  Halcro,  ^<  and  I  am  sure  I  cm 
answer  for  my  friend  Mr  Troil,  as  well  as  for  my* 
self,  that  we  will  say  and  do  all  in  our  power  with 
this  man  Cleveland,  to  make  him  leave  the  coast 
directly.'' 

**  And  I,''  said  Minna,  **  am  so  convinced  that 
what  you  recommend  is  best  for  all  parties,  that 
my  sister  and  I  will  set  off  early  to-morrow  inorn> 
ing  to  the  House  of  Stennis,  if  Mr  Hakro  will 
give  us  hb  escort,  to  receive  my  father  when  be 
comes  ashore,  that  we  may  acquaint  him  with 
your  wish,  and  to  use  every  influence  to  induoa 
this  unhappy  man  to  leave  the  country." 

Provost  Torfe  looked  upon  her  with  some  sur- 
prise. ^*  It  is  not  every  young  woman,*"  he  said, 
^  would  wish  to  move  eight  miles  nearer  to  a 
band  of  pirates." 

**  We  run  no  risk,"  said  Claud  Halcro  inter- 
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fering.  **  The  House  of  Stennis  is  strong ;  and 
my  counn,  whom  it  belongs  to,  hajs  men  and  arms 
within  it — ^the  young  ladies  are  as  safe  there  as 
in  Kirkwall,  and  much  good  may  arise  from  an 
early  communication  betwixt  Magnus  Troil  and 
his  daughters.  And  happy  I  am  to  see  that  in 
your  case,  my  good  old  friend^— as  glorious  John 
•ays, 

'  After  much  debate. 
The  man  prevail  above  the  magistrate.' " 

The  Provost  smiled,  nodded  his  head,  and  in* 
dicated,  as  far  as  he  thought  he  could  do  so  with 
decency,  how  happy  he  should  be  if  the  Fortune's 
Favourite,  and  her  disorderly  crew,  would  leave 
Orkney  without  further  interference  or  violence 
on  either  side.  He  could  not  authorize  their  being 
supplied  from  the  shore,  he  said ;  but,  either  for 
fear  or  favour,  they  were  certain  to  get  provisions 
at  Stromness.  This  pacific  magistrate  then  took 
leave  of  Halcro  and  the  two  ladies,  who  propo- 
sed the  next  morning  to  transfer  thdr  residence 
to  the  House  of  Stennis,  situated  upon  the  banks 


S46 


THK  FIRATK. 


of  the  salUwater  lake  of  the  aame  name,  and  al 
four  miles  by  water  from  the  Road  of  Stromf 
whei^  the  rover^s  vessel  vas  lying. 
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Fly,  Fleance,  flj  I— Thou  majest  escape. 

Macbeth. 


It  was  qne  brancli  of  the  various  arts  by  which 
Noma  endeavoured  to  maintain  her  pretensions 
to  supernatural  powers,  that  she  made  herself  fa* 
miliarly  gnd  practically  acquainted  with  all  th 
secre^  passes  and  recesses,  whether  natural  or  ar- 
tificial, which  she  could  hear  of,  whether  by  tr^ 
dition  or  otherwise,  and  was,  by  such  knowljsdge, 
often  enabled  to  perform  feats  which  were  other* 
wise  unaccountable.  Thus,  when  she  escaped  from 
the  tabernacle  at  Burgh  Westra,  it  was  by  a  sliding 
board  which  covered  a  secret  passage  in  the  wall, 
known  to  none  but  herself  and  Magnus,  who^  slic 
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was  well  assured,  would  not  betray  her.  Tbep 
fusion  also,  with  which  she  lavished  a  oonadend 
income,  otherwise  of  no  use  to  her,  enabled  1 
to  procure  the  earhest  intelligence  respecti 
whatever  she  desired  to  know,  and,  at  the  sa 
time,  to  secure  all  other  assistance  necessary 
cany  her  plans  into  eflect.  Cleveland,  upon  1 
present  occasion,  had  occasion  to  admire  both  1 
sagadty  and  her  resources. 

Upon  her  applying  some  means  of  fordi 
|Hessure,  a  door,  which  was  concealed  unc 
some  rich  wooden  sculpture  in  the  screen  whi 
divides  the  eastern  aisle  from  the  rest  of  1 
Cathedral,  opened,  and  disclosed  a  dark  nam 
winding  passage,  into  which  she  entered,  U 
ing  Cleveland,  in  a  whisper,  to  follow,  and  be  si 
he  shut  the  door  behind  him.  He  obeyed,  a 
followed  her  in  darkness  and  silence,  sometin 
descending  steps,  of  the  number  of  which  she  \ 
ways  apprized  him,  sometimes  ascending,  and  k 
ten  turning  at  short  angles.  The  air  was  mc 
free  than  he  could  have  expected,  the  paasa 
being  ventilated  at  different  parts  by  tuiaeen  ai 
ingeniously  contrived  spiracles,  which  comm 
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aicated  with  the  open  air.  At  length  their 
long  course  ended,  by  Noma  drawing  aside  a 
sliding  pannel,  which,  opening  behind  a  wooden, 
or  box-bed,  as  it  is  called  in  Scotland,  admitted 
them  into  an  ancient,  but  very  mean  apartment, 
having  a  latticed  window,  and  a  groined  roof. 
The  furniture  was  much  dilapidated ;  and  its 
only  ornaments  were,  on  the  one  side  of  the  wall, 
a  garland  of  faded  ribbands,  such  as  are  used  to 
decorate  whale  vessels ;  and  on  the  other,  an  es- 
cutcheon, bearing  anEarPs  arms  and  coronet,  sur- 
rounded with  the  usual  emblems  of  mortality. 
The  mattock  and  spade,  which  lay  in  one  comer, 
together  with  the  appearance  of  an  old  man,  who, 
in  a  rusty  black  coat,  and  slouched  hat,  sat  read- 
ing by  a  table,  announced  that  they  were  in  the 
habitation  of  the  church-beadle,  or  sexton,  and 
in  the  presence  of  that  respectable  functionary. 
When  his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  noise 
of  the  sliding  pannel,  he  arose,  and  testifying 
much  respect,  but  no  surprise,  took  his  shadowy 
hat  from  his  thin  grey  locks,  and  stood  uncover- 
ed in  the  presence  of  Noma,  with  an  air  of  pro- 
found humility. 
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to  her  companion  that  it  was  the  only  dangerous 
place  on  their  road,  they  walked  with  a  hasty  pace. 
It  was  now  nearly  dark,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  poor  dwellings,  on  either  band,  had  betaken 
themselves  to  their  houses.  They  saw  only  one 
woman,  who  was  looking  from  her  door,  but 
blessed  herself,  and  retired  into  her  house  with 
predpitation,  when  she  saw  the  tall  figure  of 
Noma  stalk  past  her  witli  long  strides.  The  lane 
conducted  tbem  into  the  country,  where  the  dumb 
dwarf  ofNorna  waited  with  threehorses,  ensconced 
behind  the  wall  of  adeserted  shed.  On  one  of  these 
Noma  instantly  seated  herself,  Cleveland  mounts 
ed  another,  and,  followed  by  Pacolet  on  the  third, 
thev  moved  sharply  on  through  the  darkness ; 
the  acdve  and  spirited  animals  on  which  they 
rode  bding  of  a  breed  rather  ta]ler  than  those 
reared  in  Zetland. 

After  more  -than  an  hour'*s  smart  riding,  in 
which  Noma  acted  as  guide,  they  stopped  be- 
fore a  hovel,  so  utterly  desolate  in  appearance, 
that  it  resembled  rather  a  cattle-shed  than  a  cot- 
tage. 
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**  Here  you  must  remain  till  dawn,  wh€ 
jour  signal  can  be  seen  firom  your  Tessd,*  m 
Noma,  consigning  the  horses  to  the  care  of  Pa 
cokt,  and  leading  the  way  into  the  wretdied  1m 
▼el,  which  she  presently  illuminated  by  ligfatin 
the  small  iron  lamp  whidi  she  usually  canic 
along  with  her.  ^  It  is  a  poor,^  die  said,  **  bi 
a  safe  place  of  refuge ;  forwerewe  pursued  hidifl 
the  earth  would  yawn  and  admit  us  into  its  n 
cesses  ere  you  were  taken.  For  know,  that  th 
groimd  is  sacred  to  the  Gods  of  old  Valhalla.- 
And  now  say,  man  of  mischief  and  of  blood,  ai 
you  friend  or  foe  to  Noma,  the  sole  priestes  c 
these  disowned  duties  .^ 

*^  How  is  it  posable  for  me  to  be  your  enemy  i 
said  CleTeland— ^'  common  gratitude—* 

^  Common  gratitude,^  said  Noma,  intenupC- 
ing  him,  **  is  a  common  word  and  words  are  tbi 
common  pay  whidi  fools  accept  at  the  hands  o 
knaves ;  but  Noma  must  be  requited  by  actioD 
—by  sacrifices.^ 

*<  Well,  mother,  name  your  request."* 

<*  That  you  never  seek  to  see  Minna  Troi 
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again,  and  that  you  leave  this  coast  in  twenty- 
four  hours,^  answered  Noma. 

**  It  is  impossible,^  said  the  Captain ;  ^'  I  can- 
not  be  soon  enough  found  in  the  sea-stores  which 
the  sloop  must  have.*^ 

^^  You  can.  I  will  take  care  you  are  fully  sup. 
plied ;  and  Caithness  and  the  Hebrides  are  not 
tar  distant — ^you  can  depart  if  you  will.^ 

**  And  why  should  I,"  said  the  Captain,  **  if 
IwiUnotr 

'*  Because  your  stay  endangers  others,^  said 
Noma,  **  and  will  prove  your  own  destruction. 
Hear  me  with  attention.  From  the  first  moment 
I  saw  you  lying  senseless  on  the  sand  beneath 
the  cliffs  of  Sumburgh,  I  read  that  in  your  coun- 
tenance which  linked  you  with  me,  and  those  who 
were  dear  to  me ;  but  whether  for  good  or  evil,  was 
hidden  from  mine  eyes.  I  aided  in  saving  your 
life — in  preserving  your  property.  I  aided  in 
doing  so,  the  very  youth  whom  you  have  crossed 
in  his  dearest  affections— crossed  by  tale-bearing 
and  slander.*** 

^*  I  slander  Mertoun!^  exclaimed  the  Captain. 

By  heaven,  I  scarce  mentionad  his  name  at 
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Burgh  Weatra,  if  it 
peilling  fellow  Bry< 
my  friend,  because ! 
made  by  me,  did,  I 
tie  or  truth,  I  knov 
which  was  confirme 
island.  But,  for  mi 
a  rival,  else  I  had  t 
to  rid  myself  of  hii 

"  Was  the  point 
directed  to  the  bos 
tended  to  carve  out 
said  Noma,  sternly 

Cleveland  was  a 
cd  silent  for  an  inst 
indeed,  I  was  wron 
ven,  recovered,  am 
■atistaction." 

«  Cleveland,"  sai 
fiend  who  employs  J 
ful ;  but  with  me  h 
lliat  temperament  w 
as  tlie  tools  of  their 
undaunted,  unrestr; 
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only  in  its  room  a  wild  sense  of  indomitable  pride, 
which  such  men  call  honour.  Such  you  are,  and 
as  such  your  course  through  life  has  been-^— on« 
ward  and  unrestriuned,  bloody  and  tempestuous. 
By  me,  however,  it  shall  be  controlled,""  she  con- 
cluded, stretching  out  her  staff,  as  if  in  the  atti- 
tude of  determined  authority-—'*  ay,  even  al- 
though the  demon  who  presides  over  it  should 
even  now  arise  in  his  terrors.^ 

Cleveland  laughed  scornfully.  **  Good  mo- 
ther^^  he  said,  **  reserve  such  language  for  the 
rude  sulor  that  implores  you  to  bestow  him  fair 
wind,  or  the  poor  fisherman  that  asks  success  to 
his  nets  and  lines.  I  have  been  long  inaccessible 
both  to  fear  and  to  superstition.  Call  forth  your 
demon,  if  you  command  one,  and  place  him  be- 
fore me.  The  man  that  has  spent  years  in  com- 
pany with  incarnate  devils,  can  scarce  dread  the 
presence  of  a  disembodied  fiend."" 

This  was  sud  with  a  careless  and  desperate 
bitterness  of  spirit,  which  proved  too  powerfully 
energetic  even  for  the  delusions  of  Noma^s^in- 
sanity ;  and  it  was  with  a  hollow  and  tremulous 
voice  that  she  asked  Cleveland-—**  For  what, 
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then,  do  you  hold  me,  if  you  deoy  the  power  \ 
have  bought  so  dearly  ?*" 

*<  You  have  wisdom,  mother,**  said  Clevdand 
'^  at  least  you  have  art,  and  art  is  power.  I  hoi 
you  for  one  who  knows  how  to  steer  npoo  tb 
current  of  events,  but  I  deny  your  power  t 
change  its  course.  Do  not,  therefore,  wasi 
words  in  quoting  terrors  for  which  I  have  n 
feeling,  but  tell  me  at  once,  wherefore  you  wool 
have  me  depart  ?** 

^^  Because  I  will  have  you  see  Minna  no  more, 
answered  Noma— -^^  Because  Minna  is  the  da 
tined  bride  of  him  whom  men  call  Mordaon 
Mertoun — Because  if  you  depart  not  with 
in  twenty-four  hours,  utter  destruction  await 
you.  In  these  plain  words  there  is  no  meUphy 
»cal  delusion — Answer  me  as  plainly.^ 

<^  In  as  plain  words,  then,^  answered  Cleve- 
land, ^'  I  will  not  leave  these  islands — not,  al 
least,  till  I  have  seen  Minna  Troil ;  and  nevei 
shall  your  Mordaunt  possess  her  while  I  live.^ 

^^  Hear  him  1^  said  Noma — <^  hear  a  mortal 
man  spurn  at  the  means  of  prolonging  his  life  i 
-Thear  a  sinful— a  most  anful  b^ng,  refuse  tbt 
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time  which  fate  yet  affords  f<^  rqpentoace,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  an  immortal  soul  !-*-«Behold 
him  how  he  stands  erect,  bold  and  confikknt  in 
his  youthful  strength  and  courage !  My  eyes, 
unused  to  tears— even  my  eyes,  which  have  so 
little  cause  to  weep  for  him,  are  bhnded  with 
sorrow,  to  think  what  so  fair  a  form  will  be  crt 
the  second  sun  set  !^ 

**  Mother ,**  said  Cleveland,  firmly,  yet  with 

some  touch  of  sorrow  in  his  voice,  **  I  in  part 

understand  your  threats.   You  know  more  than 

we  do  of  the  course  of  the  Halcyon — perhaps 

have  the  means  (for  I  acknowledge  you  have 

shewn  wonderful  skill  of  combination  in  such 

affairs)  of  directing  her  cruize  our  way.    Be  it 

so, — I  will  not  depart  from  my  purpose  for  that 

risk.    If  the  frigate  comes  hither,  we  have  still 

our  shoal  water  to  trust  to ;  and  I  think  they  will 

scarce  cut  us  out  with  boats,  as  if  we  were  a 

Spanish  xebeck.    I  am  therefore  resolved  I  wiU 

hoist  once  more  the  flag  under  which  I  have 

cruized,  avail  ourselves  of  the  thousand  chances 

which  have  helped  us  in  greater  odds,  and  at 

VOL.  III.  u 


fight  the  wtrnd  to  the  very  htft ;  i 
mail  can  do  no  more,  it  is  but  ■ 
ipktolm  thepovder-nxm,  and  as  we  1 
Sf«d,  so  wiK  we  die.^ 

a  dead  pause  as  Clevdand  end 
it  was  bcoken  by  lus  resuming,  in  a  ac 
>^  Yon  hare  heard  my  answer,  molher 
ddiate  it  no  fiuther,  but  part  91  peace, 
aid  wil&ngly  leave  you  a  remembranoe^  1 
1  may  not  forget  a  poor  fdlow  to  whom  j 
have  been  useful,  and  who  par^  ^ 
[  m  no  unkindness,  however  unfriendly 
to  hb  dearest  iirterests. — ^Nay,  do  not  d 
to  accept  sudi  a  trifle,*  he  said,  forcing  n 
Nona  the  little  sihrcr  endiased  box  which 
been  onee  the  sutiject  of  strife  betwixt  Merti 
and  hbn ;  ^  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  mc 
which  I  know  you  value  not,  but  simply  j 
memorial  that  vou  have  met  him  of  whom  m 
a  stru^  tde  wiU  hereafter  be  told  in  the  i 
which  he  has  traversed.* 

I  accept  your  fflt^  smd  Noma,  ^  in  to 
if  I  have  in  au^  been  aooessary  to  your  f 
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it  was  as  the  involuntary  and  grieving  agent  of 
other  powers.  Well  did  you  say  we  direct  not 
the  current  of  the  events,  which  hurry  us  for* 
ward,  and  render  our  utmost  efforts  unavailing; 
even  as  the  wells  of  Tuftiloe*  can  wheel  the 
stoutest  vessel  round  and  round,  in  despite  of 
dither  sail  or  steen^. — Pacolet  !*"  she  exclaimed, 
in  a  louder  voice,  '^  what,  ho !  Pacolet  !^ 

A  large  stone,  which  lay  at  the  side  of  the 
wall  of  the  hovel,  fell  as  she  spoke,  and  to  Cleve- 
land's surprise,  if  not  somewhat  to  his  fear,  the 
mishapen  form  of  the  dwarf  was  seen,  like  some 
overgrown  reptile,  extricating  himself  out  of  a 
subterranean  passage,  the  entrance  to  which  the 
stone  had  covered. 

Noma,  as  if  impressed  by  what  Cleveland  had 
on  the  subject  of  her  supernatural  preten- 


*  A  tpell,  in  the  language  of  those  seas,  denotes  one  of 
those  whirlpools,  or  circular  eddies,  which  wheel  and  hoil 
with  astonishing  strength,  and  are  very  dangerous.  Henoe 
the  distinction,  in  old  English,  hetwixt  welU  and  waves, 
the  latter  signifying  the  direct  onward  course  of  the  tide, 
and  the  former  the  smooth,  glassy,  oily-looking  whirl- 
pools, whose  strength  seems  to  the  eye  almost  irresistible. 


toons,  was  so  far  froi 
self  of  this  opportun 
liastened  to  explain 
nessed. 

"  Such  pasBagts,^ 
trances  are  cirefull 
found  in  these  islai 
the  ancient  inhabitj 
fuge  from  the  rage 
of  that  day.  It  wa 
self  of  this,  in  case 
hither.  Should  you 
may  either  lurk  in  i 
it  has  passed  by,  or 
the  farther  entranc 
Pacolet  entered  bu 
Think  on  what  I  h 
now  move  and  breat 
your  doom  6xed  am 
and-twenty  hours,  y 
head." 

"  Farewell,  mot} 
departed,  bending  a 
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he  could  perceive  by  the  lamp,  sorrow  was 
mingled  with  displeasure. 

The  interview,  which  thus  concluded,  left  a 
powerful  eflPect  even  upon  the  mind  of  Cleveland, 
accustomed  as  he  was  to  imminent  dangers  and 
to  hair-breadth  escapes.  He  in  vain  attempted 
to  shake  off  the  impression  left  by  the  words  of 
Noma,  which  he  felt  the  more  impressive,  because 
they  were  in  a  great  measure  divested  of  her  wont- 
ed  mystical  tone,  which  he  contemned.  A  thou- 
sand times  he  regretted  that  he  had  from  time  to 
time  delayed  the  resolution,  which  he  had  long 
adopted,  to  quit  his  dreadful  and  dangerous 
trade ;  and  as  often  he  firmly  determined,  that, 
oould  he  but  see  Minna  Troil  once  more,  were  it 
but  for  a  last  farewell,  he  would  leave  the  sloop,  so 
soon  as  his  comrades  were  extricated  from  their 
perilous  situation,  endeavour  to  obtain  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Eing^s  pardon,  and  distinguish  himself, 
if  possible,  in  some  more  honourable  course  of 
warfare. 

This  resolution,  to  which  he  again  and  agun 
pledged  himself,  had  at  length  a  sedative  eiFect  up- 
on his  mental  perturbance,  and,  wrapt  in  bis  cloak, 
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he  enjoyed,  for  a  tioie,  that  imperfect  repose  wh: 
exhausted  nature  demands  as  her  tribute,  ei 
from  those  who  are  flituated  on  the  verge  of  i 
most  imminent  danger.  But,  how  far  soever  i 
guilty  may  satisfy  his  own  mind,  and  stupify  i 
feelings  of  remorse,  by  such  a  conditional  repe 
anoe,  we  may  well  question  whether  it  is  not,  in ! 
sight  of  Hea;iren,  rather  a  presumptuous  9gg 
vation,  than  an  exjnation  of  his  nna. 

When  Cleveland  awoke,  the  grey  dawn  was 
ready  mingling  with  the  twilight  of  an  Orcadi 
ni^t  He  found  himself  on  the  verge  of  a  beai 
f ul  sheet  of  water,  which,  close  by  tjie  place  wh 
he  had  rested,  was  nearly  divided  by  two  tongi 


f. 


■;9 

"  of  land  thatapproach  each  other  fix>m  theof^pod 


I  \  sides  of  the  lake,  and  are  in  some  degree  united 

the  Bridge  of  Broisgar,  a  long  causeway,  conta 


ing  openings  to  permit  the  flow  and  reflux  of  t 
tide.  Behind  him,  and  fronting  to  the  Biidj 
stood  that  remarkable  semi-drcle  of  huge  uprif 
stones,  which  has  no  rival  in  Britain,  except] 
the  inimitable  monument  at  SUnidienge.  Th 
immense  blocks  of  stone,  all  of  them  above  twd 
feet,  and  several  being  even  fourteen  or  fifteen  fi 
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in  height,  stood  around  the  pirate  in  the  gnej 
light  of  the  dawning,  like  the  phantom  forms  of 
antediluvian  giants,  who,  shrouded  in  the  hahi- 
liments  of  the  dead,  came  to  revisit,  hy  this  pale 
light,  the  earth  which  they  had  {daguedhy  their 
oppression  and  polluted  by  their  sins,  till  they 
brought  down  upon  it  the  vengeance  of  long- 
auffering  Heaven. 

Cleveland  was  less  interested  by  this  singular 
monument  of  antiquity  than  by  the  distant  view 
of  Stromness,  which  he  could  as  jret  scarce  dis- 
cover. He  lost  no  time  in  striking  a  light,  by  the 
assistance  of  one  of  his  pistols,  and  some  wet  fern 
supplied  him  with  fuel  sufficient  to  make  the  ap- 
pointed signal.  It  had  been  earnestly  watched 
for  on  board  the  sloop;  for  Groffe^s  incapacity 
became  daily  more  apparent ;  and  even  his  most 
steady  adherents  agreed  it  would  be  best  to  sub- 
mit to  Cleveland's  command  till  they  got  back 
to  the  West  Indies. 

Bunce,  who  came  with  the  boat  to  bring  off 
his  favourite  cammander,  danced,  cursed,  shout- 
ed, and  spouted  for  joy,  when  he  saw  him  once 
more  at  freedom.  '^  They  had  already,^  he  said. 
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^  made  some  progress  in  TictualliDg  the  sloop,  am 
thqr  might  have  made  more,  but  for  that  drunkfl 
old  swab  Goffe,  who  minded  nothing  but  spliciiij 
the  main-brace.^ 

The  boat'^s  crew  were  inspired  with  the  sam 
enthusiasm,  and  rowed  so  hard,  that,  although 
the  tide  was  ^igainst  them,  and  the  air  of  win 
failed,  they  soon  placed  Cleveland  once  more  a 
the  quartar^deck  of  the  vessel  which  it  was  hi 
misfortune  to  command. 

The  first  exerdse  of  the  Captain^s  power  was  t 
make  known  to  Magnus  Trml  that  he  was  at  fill 
freedom  to  depart«-that  he  was  willing  to  mak 
him  any  compensation  in  his  power,  for  the  bt0 
ruption  of  his  vojrage  to  Kirkwall ;  and  that  Cap 
tain  Cleveland  was  desirous,  if  agreeable  to  H 
TroU,  to  pay  his  respects  to  him  on  board  hi 
biig^-thank  him  for  former  favours,  and  apob 
gize  for  the  circumstances  attending  his  detentioi: 

To  Bunce,  who,  as  th  e  most  civilized  of  th 
crew,  Cleveland  had  entrusted  this  message,  th 
old  plain-dealing  Udaller  made  the  fbUowiii| 
answer : — <<  Tell  your  Captain  that  I  should  b 
glad  to  think  he  had  never  stopped  any  one  up 
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cm  the  high  sea,  save  such  as  have  suffered  as 
little  as  I  have.  Say,  too,  that  if  we  are  to  con- 
tinue friends,  we  will  be  most  so  at  a  distance ; 
for  I  like  the  sound  of  his  cannon  balls  as  little 
hy  sea,  as  he  would  like  the  whistle  of  a  bullet 
by  land  from  my  rifle-gun.  Say,  in  a  word,  that 
I  am  sorry  I  was  mistaken  in  him,  and  that  he 
would  have  done  better  to  have  reserved  for  the 
Spaniard  the  usage  he  is  bestowing  on  his  coun- 
trymen.'' 

'^  And  so  that  is  your  message,  old  Snap- 
cholerick  ?^  said  Bunce — "  now,  stap  my  vitals 
if  I  have  Jiot  a  mind  to  do  your  errand  for  you 
over  the  left  shoulder,  and  teach  you  more  re- 
spect for  gentlemen  of  fortune.  But  I  wont,  and 
chiefly  for  the  sake  of  your  two  pretty  wenches, 
not  to  mention  my  old  friend  Claud  Halcro,  the 
very  visage  of  whom  brought  back  all  the  old 
days  of  scene-shifting  and  candle-snuffing.  So 
good  morrow  to  you,  Gafier  SealVcap,  and  all 
b  said  that  need  pass  between  us.'' 

No  sooner  did  the  boat  put  ofi^  with  the  pirates, 
who  lefl  the  brig,  and  now  returned  to  their  own 
vessel)  than  Magnus,  in  order  to  avoid  reposing 
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unnecessary  confidence  in  the  boDour  o 
gentieoKB  of  fortune,  as  they  called  then 
got  luB  biig  under  way ;  and  the  i^nd 
fivoutably  round,  and  increasing  as  the  si 
be  oowded  all  Bail  for  Scalpa-flow,  inl 
ibere  to  disembark  and  go  by  land  to  Kl 
where  he  expected  to  nwet  his  daughters . 
friend  Claud  Halcro. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Now,  Emma,  now  the  Uit  reflection  make. 
What  thoa  wouldst  follow,  what  thoa  mutt  fonake. 
Bj  our  ill-omenM  stars  and  advene  Heaven, 
No  middle  object  to  thy  choice  is  given. 

Henry  and  Emma, 

Ths  sun  was  high  in  heaven ;  the  boats  were 
busily  fetching  off  from  the  shore  the  promised 
supply  of  provisions  and  water,  which,  as  many 
fishing  skiffs  were  employed  in  the  service,  were 
got  on  board  with  unexpected  speed,  and  stow- 
ed away  by  the  crew  of  the  sloop,  with  equal 
dispatch.  All  worked  with  good  will ;  for  all, 
save  Cleveland  himself,  were  weary  of  a  coast 
where  every  moment  increased  thdr  danger,  and 
where,  which  they  esteemed  a  worse  misfortune, 
there  was  no  booty  to  be  won.  Bunce  and  Der- 
rick took  the  immediate  direction  of  this  duty, 
while  Cleveland,  walking  the  deck  alone,  and  in 
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that  they  stalk  forth  froo 

like  actual  demons,  to  wo 

ment,  as  the  hideous  appa 

Man  came  forth  at  Versail 

5th  October  1789.  the  del 

the  victims  delivered  up  to ! 

rabble.      But  Clevdand   b 

daoa  of  these  unfortunate 

Vf»lved  in  evil  rather  by  the 

nal  circumstances  than  by  i; 

mg  indeed  one  in  whom  hit 

lawless  mode  of  life,  as  the 

nay,  perhaps,  even  his  purs 

avenger,  carried  with  it  SDi 

snd  apology  ; one  also  wh 

guilty  situation  with  homir, 
ed,  though  ineffectual,  effo 
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Such  thoughts  of  remorse  were  now  rolling  in 
bis  mind,  and  he  may  be  forgiven,  if  recollections 
of  Minna  mingled  with  and  uded  them.  He  look- 
ed around,  too,  on  his  mates,  and,  profligate  and 
hardened  as  he  knewthem  to  be,  he  could  not  think 
of  their  paying  the  penalty  of  his  obstinacy.  '*  We 
shall  be  ready  to  sail  with  the  ebb  tide,''^  he  said 
to  himself — "  why  should  I  endanger  these  men, 
by  detaining  them  till  the  hour  of  danger,  pre- 
dicted by  that  singular  woman,  shall  arrive  ?  Her 
intelligence,  howsoever  acquired,  has  been  always 
strangely  accurate ;  and  her  warning  was  as  so« 
lemn  as  if  a  mother  were  to  apprize  an  erring  son  of 
his  crimes,  and  of  his  approaching  punishment* 
Besides,  what  chance  is  there  that  I  can  again 
see  Minna?  She  is  at  Kirkwall,  doubtless,  and 
to  hold  my  course  thither  would  be  to  steer  right 
upon  the  rocks.  No,  I  will  not  endanger  these 
poor  fellows — I  will  sa'd  with  the  ebb  tide.  On 
the  desolate  Hebrides,  or  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  Ireland,  I  will  leav^  the  vessel,  and  return  hi- 
ther in  some  disguise — yet,  why  should  I  return, 
since  it  will  perhaps  be  only  to  see  Minna  the 
brideof  Mordaunt?— No— let  the  vessel  sail  with 
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this  ebb  tide  without  me.  I  will  abide  imd  ti 
my  fate.^ 

His  meditaUons  were  here  interrupted  by  Ji 
Bunce,  who,  hailing  him  noble  Captun,  said  tl 
were  ready  to  sail  when  he  pleased. 

^'  When  you  jdease,  Bunoe ;  for  I  shall  lei 
the  command  with  you,  and  go  ashore  at  Stra 
ness,**  said  Cleveland. 

**  You  shall  do  no  such  matter,  by  Hesren 
answeredBunce.  **  The  command  with  me,tnil; 
and  how  the  devil  am  I  to  get  the  crew  to  ob 
me  ?  Why,  ey&i  Dick  Fletcher  rides  rusty  < 
me  now  and  then.  You  know  well  enough  tfa 
without  you,  we  shall  be  all  at  each  other^s  throa 
in  half  an  hour ;  and  if  you  desert  us,  what 
Topers  end  does  it  signify  whether  we  are  destny 
ed  by  the  king'^s cruisers,  or  by  each  other?  Com 
come,  noble  Captain,  there  tae  black-eyed  giri 
enough  in  the  world,  but  where  will  you  find  i 
tight  a  sea4x)at  as  the  little  Favourite  hen 
manned  as  she  is  with  a  set  of  tearing  lads, 

'  Fit  to  disturb  the  peace  of  all  the  world. 
And  role  it  when 'tis  wildest  !"* 
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**  You  are  a  precious  fool,  Jack  Bunce,^  said 
Cleveland,  half  angry,  and,  in  despite  of  himself, 
half  diverted  by  the  false  tones  and  exaggerated 
gesture  of  the  stage-struck  pirate. 

'^  It  may  be  so,  noble  Captain,^  answered 
Bunoe,  ^'  and  it  may  be  that  I  have  my  comrades 
in  my  folly.  Here  are  you,  now,  going  to  play 
All  for  Love,  and  the  World  well  Lost,  and  yet 
you  cannot  bear  a  harmless  bounce  in  blank 
verse— Well,  I  can  talk  prose  for  the  matter,  for 
I  have  news  enough  to  tell-— and  strange  news 
too— -ay,  and  stirring  news  to  boot.^ 

"  Well,  pr'ythee  deliver  them  (to  speak  thy 
own  cant,)  Hke  a  man  of  this  world.^ 

^^  The  Stromness  fishers  will  accept  nothing  for 
their  provisions  and  trouble,^  saidBunce — ^*  there 
is  a  wonder  for  you  !^ 

"  And  for  what  reason,  I  pray  ?^  said  Cleve- 
land ;  'Mt  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of 
cash  being  refused  at  a  sea^port.*" 

'^  True— they  commonly  lay  the  charges  on  as 
thick  as  if  they  were  caulking.  But  here  is  the 
matter.  The  owner  of  the  brig  yonder,  the  father 
of  your  fair  Imoinda,  stands  paymaster,  by  way  of 
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thanks  for  the  OTility  with  which  we  treate 
daughters,  and  that  we  may  not  meet  our 
as  he  calls  it,  on  these  shores.^ 

'<  It  is  like  the  frank-hearted  old  Udal 
said  Cleveland ;  ^^  but  is  he  then  at  Stronn 
I  thought  he  was  to  have  croesed  the  islan 
KirkwalL'' 

^<  He  did  so  purpose,^  said  Bunce  ;  ^*  but 
folks  than  lUngDuncan  change  the  course  of 
voyage.  Hewasno  sooner  ashore,  than  he wa 
with  by  a  meddling  old  witch  of  these  parts, 
has  her  finger  in  every  man^s  pye,  and  by  her  < 
sel  he  changed  his  purpose  of  going  to  Kirii 
and  lies  at  anchor  for  the  present  in  yonder ' 
house,  that  you  may  see  with  your  glass  u 
lake  yonder.  I  am  told  the  old  woman  du 
also  to  pay  for  the  sloop^s  stores.  Why  she  si 
shell  out  the  boards  I  cannot  conceive  an 
except  that  she  is  said  to  be  a  witch,  and 
befriend  us  as  so  many  devils.^ 

<<  But  who  told  you  all  this  P""  said  Cleve 
without  using  his  spy-glass,  or  seeming  so  i 
interested  in  the  news  as  his  oomrade  ha 
pected. 

10 


THE    PIEATS.  TIS 


« 


Why,**  replied  Bunoe,  ^^  I  made  a  trip  ashore 
this  morning  to  the  village,  and  had  a  can  with 
an  old  acquaintance,  who  had  been  sent  by  Mas- 
ter Troil  to  look  after  matters,  and  I  fished  it  all 
out  of  him,  and  more  too  than  I  am  desirous  o 
telling  you,  noble  Captain.^ 

^'  And  who  is  your  intelligencer  P  said  Cleve- 
land;«  has  he  got  no  name  ?'' 

<'  Why,  he  is  an  old,  fiddling,  foppish  ac- 
qaintanoe  of  mine,  called  Halcro,  if  you  must 
know,^  said  Bunce. 

^  Halcro  !^  echoed  Cleveland,  his  eyes  spark- 
ling  with  siurprise — "  Claud  Halcro  ?— why,  he 
went  ashore  at  Inganess  with  Minna  and  her 
aster — ^Where  are  they  ?** 

^  Why,  that  is  just  what  I  did  not  want  to 
tell  you,^  replied  the  confidant— ^^  yet  hang  me 
if  I  can  help  it,  for  I  cannot  baulk  a  fine  mtuation. 
—That  start  had  a  fine  effect--^  ay,  and  the  spy- 
glass  is  turned  on  the  House  of  Stennis  now  /— 
Well,  yonder  they  are,  it  must  be  confessed— in- 
difierently  well  guarded  too.  Some  of  the  old 
witches  people  are  come  over  from  that  mountun 
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"  Nay — but,  dear  Jack !"  said  Cleveland.    . 

*<  Dear  Jack  r  answered  Bunce,  in  the  same 
sullen  tone— ^^  a  dear  sight  you  have  been  to  dear 
Jack.  But  hold  your  oi^  course — I  have  done 
with  caring  for  you  for  ever-*I  should  but  sick- 
en you  with  my  villainous  counsels.^ 

<'  Now  must  I  sooth  this  silly  fellow  as  if  he 
were  a  spoiled  child,"^  said  Cleveland,  speaking 
at  Bunce,  but  not  to  him ;  ^^  and  yet  he  has 
sense  enough,  and  bravery  enough  too ;  and  one 
would  think,  kindness  enough  to  know  that  men 
don^t  pick  their  words  during  a  gale  of  wind."" 

"Why,  thafs  true,  Clement,""  said  Bunce^ 
**  and  there  is  my  hand  upon  it — ^And,  now  I 
think  uponH,  you  shall  have  your  last  interview, 
for  ifs  out  of  my  line  to  prevent  a  parting  scene ; 
and  what  ugnifies  a  tide— -we  can  sail  by  to-mor^ 
row'*s  ebb  as  well  as  by  this." 

Cleveland  sighed,  for  Nomad's  prediction  rush- 
ed on  his  mind ;  but  the  opportunity  of  a  last 
meeting  with  Minna  was  too  tempting  to  be  re- 
signed either  for  presentiment  or  prediction. 

'^  I  will  go  presently  ashore  to  the  place  where 
they  all  arc,^  said  Bunce ;  ^^  and  the  payment  of 
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these  stores  shall  sen^e  me  for  a  ptetext ;  an 
Will  carry  any  letter  or  message  from  you  toM 
na  with  the  dexterity  of  a  Talet  de  chambte.^ 

^  But  they  have  armed  men-— you  may  be 
danger,^  sud  Clereland. 

^^  Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,^  repB^  Bunoe.  * 
protected  the  wenches  when  they  were  in  i 
power;  I  warrant  their  fiither  will  neither wn 
me,  nor  see  me  wronged.^ 

<^  You  say  tnie,^  said  Clerdand,  ^  it  b  do< 
his  nature.  I  will  instantly  write  a  note  to  JA 
na.^  And  he  ran  down  to  the  oabin  for  that  p 
pose,  wheire  he  wasted  much  paper,  ere  witi 
trembling  hand,  and  throbbing  hearty  he  acUei 
such  a  letter  as  be  hoped  might  prevail  en  M 
na  to  permit  him  a  farewell  meeting  on  the  si 
eeeding  morning. 

His  adherent,  Bunoe,  in  the  meanwhile^  souj 
out  Fletcher,  of  whose  support  to  second  any  n 
Uon  whatsoever,  he  accounted  himself  perfec 
sure ;  and,  followed  by  this  trusty  satellite,  he 
truded  himself  on  the  awful  presence  of  Hawk 
the  boatswain,  and  Derrick  the  quarter-mast 
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who  were  regaling  themselyes  with  a  can  of  rum- 
bo,  after  the  fatiguing  duty  of  the  day. 

<<  Here  comes  be  can  tell  us,^  said  Derrick.— 
<^  So,  Master  Lieutenant,  for  so  we  must  call  you 
now,  I  think,  let  us  bare  a  peep  into  your  ooun-  * 
8el»— When  will  the  anchor  be  a-trip  Y" 

''  When  it  pleases  hearen.  Master  Quarter- 
master,^  answered  Bunce,  ^^  fcnr  I  know  no  more 
than  the  stem-post.^ 

«<  Why,  d— n  my  buttons,""  said  Derrick,  «<  do 
we  not  wdgh  this  tide  ?"" 

^  Or  to-morrow^s  tide,  at  farthest  7^  said  the 
Boatswain—^  Why,  what  bare  we  been  slaving 
the  whole  company  for,  to  get  all  these  stores 
aboard?"* 

^<  Grentlemen,"*  said  Bunce,  '*  you  are  to  know 
that  Cupid  has  laid  oiu-  Captain  cm  board,  carried 
the  vessel,  and  nailed  down  his  wits  under  hatches."* 

<<  What  sort  of  play-stuff  is  all  this  ?""  said  the 
Boatswain  gruffly.  <^  If  you  have  any  thing  to 
teQ  us,  say  it  in  a  word,  hke  a  man."" 

'^  Howsamdever,""  said  Fletcher,  ^^  I  always 
think  Jack  Bunce  speaks  like  a  man,  and  acts 
like  a  man  too— and  so,  d"ye 
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^*  Why,  look  ye,  gentlemen,"  smd  Bunce,  **  I 
will  mutiny  none,  and  stap  my  vitals  if  any  of 
you  shalL*^ 

"  Why  then  I  won't,  for  one,"  said  Fletcher ; 
**  but  what  are  we  to  do,  since  howsomdever        " 

^*  Stopper  your  jaw,  Dick,  willyou  ?"  s^d  Bunce. 
.— <<  Now,  Boatswain,  I  am  partly  of  your  mind, 
that  the  Captain  must  be  brought  to  reason  by 
a  little  wholesome  force.  But  you  all  know  he 
has  the  spirit  of  a  lion,  and  will  do  nothing  un- 
less he  is  allowed  to  hold  on  his  own  course. 
Well,  I'll  go  ashore  and  make  this  appointment 
The  girl  comes  to  the  rendezvous  in  the  morning, 
and  the  Captain  goes  ashore— we  take  a  good 
boat's  crew  with  us,  to  row  against  tide  and  cuiv 
rent,  and  we  will  be  ready  at  the  signal,  to  jump 
ashore  and  bring  off  the  Captain  and  the  girl, 
whether  they  will  or  no.  The  pet-child  will  not 
quarrel  with  us,  since  we  bring  off  his  whirligig 
alongst  with  him ;  and  if  he  is  still  fractious,  why, 
we  will  weigh  anchor  without  his  orders,  and  let 
him  come  to  his  senses  at  leisure,  and  know  his 
friends  another  time." 
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^  Wby  this  has  a  face  with  it,  Mastar 
nck,"^  said  Hawkins. 

<<  Jack  Bunce  is  always  right,^  said  Flcli 
<<  bowsomderer,  the  Captain  will  thood  soi 
nsy  thai  is  certain.^ 

<<  Hold  jonr  jaw,  Dick,**  aaid  Bunee;  ^ 
who  ibe  devil  carea,  do  you  tlunk^  irtielhci 
aie  shot  or  huiig  r* 

<*  Why,  it  donH  much  aargufy  for  the  n 
of  that,^  replied  Dick ;  <<  horwaomderer— 
^  Be  quiet,  I  tell  you,^  said  hia  iaexoraU 
tron,  ^'  and  hear  me  out.*— We  will  take  h 
unawares,  so  that  he  shall  ndther  hare  tii 
use  cutlass  nor  p(^;  and  I  myself.  Cor  the 
«oye  I  bear  him,  will  be  the  first  to  lay  him  < 
back.  There  is  a  nice  tigfat^going  fait  of  i 
nace,  that  is  a  consort  of  this  chase  of  the 
taia^s,r-Hf  I  have  an  opportumty,  FU  saa 
up  aa  my  own  account"^ 

<<  Yes^  yes,"*  said  Derrick,  <'  let  yoa  akx 
keepii^  on  the  loobout  for  your  own  oomi 
.  <^  Faith,  nay,^  said  Bunoe,  ^  I  only  snal 
them  when  they  come  fairly  in  my  wsy,  i 
purchased  by  dint  of  my  own  wit  ;  and  nc 
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yon  oould  have  fallen  on  such  a  }dan  as  this.  We 
shall  have  the  Captain  with  us,  head,  hand,  and 
heart  and  all,  besides  making  a  scene  fit  to  finish 
a  comedy.  So  I  wiU  go  ashore  to  make  the  ap>- 
pointment,  and  do  you  possess  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  still  sober,  and  fit  to  be  trusted, 
with  the  knowledge  of  our  intenticHis.^ 

Bunce,  with  his  firiend  Fletdier,  departed  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  two  veteran  pirates  remained 
looking  at  each  other  in  silence,  until  the  Boat- 
swain spoke  at  last.  ^  B—  me.  Derrick,  if  I  Kke 
these  two  daffiidandilly  young  fellows ;  they  are 
not  the  true  breed.  Why,  they  are  no  more  like 
the  rovers  I  have  known,  than  this  sloop  is  to  a 
first-rate.  Why,  there  was  old  Sharpe  that  read 
prayers  to  his  ship^s  company  every  Sunday, 
what  would  he  have  said  to  have  heard  it  propo- 
aed  to  bring  two  wenches  on  board  ?^ 

^  And  what  would  tough  old  Black  Beard 
have  said,^  answered  bis  companion,  ^'  if  they 
bad  expected  to  keep  them  to  themselvea?  They 
deserve  to  be  made  to  walk  the  plank  for  their 
impudence ;  or  to  be  tied  back  to  back  and  set  a 
diving,  and  I  care  not  how  sooo.^ 
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<<  Ay,  but  who  is  to  command  the  ship  th( 
said  Hawkins. 

<<  Why,  what  ails  you  at  old  Goffe  ?"  ans 
ed  Derrick. 

«  Why,  he  has  sucked  the  monkey  so  '. 
and  so  often,^  said  the  Boatswun,  *'  that 
best  of  him  is  buff  M.  He  is  little  better  thai 
old  woman  when  he  is  sober,  and  he  is  loa 
mad  when  he  is  drunk— -we  have  had  axMigl 
Goffe.'' 

**  Why  then  what  d'ye  say  to  yourself,  o 
me,  Boatswain  T^  demanded  the  Quarter-Ma 
^^  I  am  content  to  toss  up  for  it.'' 

*^  Rot  it,  no,"  answered  the  Boatswain,  s 
a  moment's  consideration  ;  ^^  if  we  were  m 
reach  of  the  trade-winds,  we  might  either  en 
make  a  shift ;  but  it  will  take  all  Cleveland's 
vigation  to  get  us  there ;  and  so,  I  think,  tl 
is  nothing  like  Bunce's  project  for  the  pres 
Hark,  he  calls  for  the  boat^I  must  go  on  d 
and  have  her  lowered  for  his  honour,  d— -  his  ey 

The  boat  was  lowered  accordingly,  made 
voyage  up  the  lake  with  safety,  and  landed  Bu 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  old  maod 
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bouse  of  Stennis.  Upon  arriving  in  front  of  the 
bouse,  he  found  that  hasty  measures  had  been 
taken  to  put  it  in  a  state  of  defence,  the  lower 
windows  being  barricaded,  with  places  left  for 
use  of  musketry,  and  a  ship-gun  being  placed  so 
as  to  command  the  entrance,  which  was  besides 
guarded  by  two  centinels.  Bunce  demanded  ad« 
misaon  at  the  gate,  which  was  briefly  and  unce- 
remoniously refused  to  him,  with  an  exhortation 
to  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  gone  about  his 
business  before  worse  came  of  it.  As  he  conti« 
nued,  however,  importunately  to  insist  on  seeing 
some  one  of  the  family,  and  stated  his  business 
to  be  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  Claud  Halcro 
at  length  appeared,  and  with  more  peevishness 
than  belonged  to  his  usual  manner,  that  admirer 
of  glorious  John  expostulated  with  his  old  ac- 
quaintance upon  his  pertinacious  folly. 

^^  You  are,^  he  said,  ^^  like  foolish  moths  flut- 
tering about  a  candle,  which  is  sure  at  last  to 
consume  you.'*' 

**  And  you,''  said  Bunce,  "  are  a  set  of  sting- 
less  drones,  whom  we  can  smoke  out  of  your  de- 
fences at  our  pleasure,  with  half  a  dozen  of  hand- 
grenades." 
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**  Smoke  a  fool^s  bead  T  and  Hakro;  *«  ti 
my  adTioe,  and  nund  your  own  mattera,  or  tfa 
wiU  be  those  npon  yon  will  smoke  yon  top 
poae.  Eitberb^one,  orteUmeintwowovdsid 
you  wsnt;  fisryouareKketoreoeiTenowdoo 
bere  sare  from  a  UundcriMisa.  We  aie  ■ 
cnougb  of  oursdves ;  and  bere  k  young  II 
daunt  Mcrtonn  oome  fiom  Hoy^  iriiom  yn 
Caplnn  so  nearly  murdered.* 

«  Tusb,  man,**  said  Bunce,  ^  be  did  but 
out  a  litde  mal^iert  Uood.* 

^  We  want  no  sndi  phlAotoniy  hcrey"*  s 
Claud  Halcro;  ^  and  besides,  your  patient  tu 
out  to  be  nearer  allied  to  us  than  otber  you 
we  iboi^t  of;  so  you  may  tbink  bow  little  a 
come  tbe  Captain  or  any  of  bis  crew  are  Hke 
bebcfe.^ 

<<  Wdl ;  but  what  if  I  bring  money  fior  1 
stares  sent  on  board  F" 

<<  Keep  it  till  it  is  asked  of  you,*"  said  Hak 
*^  There  are  two  bad  paymasters— he  that  p 
too  soon,  and  he  that  does  not  pay  at  alL'" 

**  Well  then,  let  me  at  least  giTe  cNir  thai 
to  tbe  donor,**  said  Bunoe. 
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<^  Keep  them,  too,  till  they  are  asked  Cdt,^  an- 
swered the  poet 

^^  So  this  is  all  the  welcome  I  hare  of  you 
for  old  acquaintance  sake  ?^  said  Bunoe. 

<^  Why,  what  can  I  do  for  you,  Master  Alta- 
mont?^  said  Halcro,  somewhat  moved— -^^  If 
young  Mordaunt  had  had  his  own  will,  he  would 
hare  welcomed  you  with  the  red  Burgundy,  Num- 
ber a  thousand.  For  Grod'^s  sake  begone,  else 
the  stage  direcdon  will  be.  Enter  guard,  and  seize 
Altamont^^ 

^  I  will  not  give  you  the  trouble,^  said  Bunce, 
^^  but  will  make  my  exit  instantly .-^Stay  a  mo- 
mentF— I  had  almost  forgot  that  I  have  a  slip  of 
paper  for  the  tallest  of  your  girls  there— Minna, 
ay,  Minna  is  her  name.  It  is  a  farewell  from  Cap* 
tain  Cleveland-— you  cannot  refuse  to  give  it  her.*" 

"  Ah,  poor  fellow !"  said  Halcro—"  I  com- 
prehend—I comprehend— Farewell,  fair  Ar- 
mida— 

*  'Mid  pikes  and  mid  bullets^  mid  tempests  and  fire^ 
The  danger  is  less  than  in  hopeless  desire* 

Tell  me  but  this — is  there  poetry  in  it  ? ' 

1 


f 
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*'  CbokefuU  to  the  seal,  with  aoi^  sonnc 
'  elegy,'*  answered  Bunce ;  "  but  let  her  li 

cautiously  and  secretly.'*' 
"  Tush,  man ! — teach  me  to  deliver  a 
:  doux  ! — me,  who  have  been  in  the  Wits'  C 

i  house,  and  have  seen  all  the  toasts  of  th 

Cat  Club !— Minna  shall  have  it  then,  f< 
•cquaintance  sake,  Mr  Altamont,  and  for 
)  Captain^s  sake  too,  who  has  less  of  the  co 

devil  about  him  than  his  trade  requires.    1 
can  be  no  harm  in  a  farewell  letter." 

"  Farewell  then,  old  boy,  for  ever  and  a  < 

said  Bunce ;  and  seizing  the  poeOs  hand,  ga 

so  hearty  a  gripe,  that  he  left  him  roaring, 

shaking  his  fist,  like  a  dog  when  a  hot  dndci 

^  fidlen  on  his  foot 

^  Leaving  the  rover  to  return  on  board  the 

sel,  we  remain  with  the  family  of  Alagnui  Ti 
assembled  at  their  kinsman^s  mansion  of  Stei 
where  they  maintained  a  constant  and  car 
watch  against  surprise. 
Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  been  recdved  ^ 
•  much  kindness  by  Magnus  Troil,  when  he  c 

j  to  his  assistance,  with  a  small  party  of  Noma's 

« 
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pendants,  placed  by  her  under  his  command. 
The  Udaller  was  easily  satisfied  that  the  reports 
instilled  into  his  ears  by  tlie  Jagger,  in  zealous 
desire  to  augment  his  favour  towards  his  more 
profitable  customer,  Cleveland,  by  diminishing 
that  of  Mertoun,  were  without  foundation.  They 
had,  indeed,  been  confirmed  by  the  good  Lady 
Glowrowrum,and  by  common  fame,  both  of  whom 
were  pleased  to  represent  Mordaunt  Mertoun  as 
an  arrogant  pretender  to  the  favour  of  the  sisters 
of  Burgh- Westra,  who  only  hesitated,  sultan-hke, 
on  whom  he  should  bestow  the  handkerchief.  But 
common  fame,  Magnus  considered,was  a  common 
liar,  and  he  was  sometimes  disposed  (where  scan- 
dal was  concerned)  to  regard  the  good  Lady  Glowr- 
owrum  as  rather  an  uncommon  specimen  of  the 
same  genus.     He  therefore  received  Mordaunt 
once  more  into  full  favour,  listened  with  much  sur« 
prise  to  the  claim  which  Noma  laid  to  the  young 
man^s  duty,  and  with  no  less  interest  to  her  in« 
tention  of  surrendering  to  him  the  considerable 
property  which  she  had  inherited  from  her  fa- 
ther.   Nay,  it  is  even  probable  that,  though  he 
gave  no  immediate  answer  to  her  hints  concern- 
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CHAPTER  Xlir. 


or  an  outlawe,  tliis  is  the  Uwe— 

That  men  him  take  and  bind. 
Without  pitie  hanged  to  be. 

And  waive  with  the  wind. 

Ttte,  Ballad  of  the  Xnt  Brown  Afaid. 


MoRDAUNT  had  caused  the  centinels  who  had 
been  on  duty  since  midnight  to  be  relieved  ere 
the  peep  of  day,  and  having  given  directions  that 
the  guard  should  be  again  changed  at  sun-rise, 
be  had  retired  to  a  small  parlour,  and  placing  his 
arms  beside  him,  was  slumbering  in  an  easy  chair, 
when  he  fek  hhnself  pulled  by  the  watch-cloek 
in  which  he  was  enveloped. 

*'  Is  it  sun-rise,""  said  he,  "  already  P"^  as,  start- 
ing up,  he  discovered  the  first  l)eams  lying  level 
upon  the  horizon. 
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"^  What  fimkcsB  thish^ 
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i  bat  the  tisM  is  too  dsngi  ■nni,  sad 
fitaa  jTour  fiither  too  sliicty  thatldn 
jon  topasswithoathiscoDseat  O 
der,  dearest  Brenda,  I  ass  a  aoUBer  on  iutj, 
BBOit  obey  ofdcrs.* 

«^  llixdaflBt,'' ssid  ftcoda,  <«  thk  is  BO  je 
matter— Minoa^'s  reason,  aaj,  Miima^i  Efe, 
pcsds  on  jour  giraig  us  thb  pemusML* 


**  And  fiirwliait  purpose  r*  sud  Mofdmit«- 

<<  let  me  al  le«it  know  that"" 

'^  For  a  wild  and  a  despante  purpose,^  nepKed 
Brenda-^**  It  is  tbat  ehe  may  imeet  Cfevehtid.^ 

^  Ctevaknd  I"*  said  Mordaiiiit~^  thoold  the 
Tflbni  eome  ashore,  he  shall  be  wekoOMd  with  a 
shower  of  rifle-balls.  Let  me  within  a  hundred 
yaopds  of  hin,^  he  added,  fpiupiag  Jiis  piece,  *<  and 
idl  the  mischief  he  has  done  me  shall  be  balanced 
widi  an  ounce  bullet  !** 

^  His  death  will  drive  Minna  firantac,^  said 
Brenda;  ^*  and  he  who  injures  Minna,  Brenda 
win  never  again  look  upon.** 

**  This  is  madness— raving  madness  !**  said 
Mmdaunt— **  Consider  your  honoar-Hxmsider 
your  duty.** 

*^  I  can  consider  nothing  but  Minna*s  dan- 
ger,** said  Brenda,  breaking  m(o  a  flood  of  tears; 
^  her  former  illness  was  nothing  to  the  state  dm 
has  been  in  dl  night*  She  holds  in  her  hand  his 
letter,  written  in  characters  of  fire,  rather  than 
of  ink,  imploring  her  to  see  hkn  fior  a  last  fare- 
well, as  she  would  save  a  moKal  body  and  an 
imasoilal  aoul-^edging  hMnself  tar  her  safety. 
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and  declaiing  no  power  shall  force  him 
coast  ull  he  has  seeD  her. — You  mutt  let 

"  It  is  impossible!"  replied  Mordi 
great  perplexity—*'  This  ruffian  has  imp 
enough,  doabtless,  at  his  fingers^  ends,  I 
lietter  pledge  has  be  to  offer  ?— I  cams 
Minna  to  go." 

"  I  suppose," EatdBreDda,so[neirhatn 
fully,  while  she  dried  her  tears,  yet  ■( 
Unued  sobbing,  "  that  there  is  something 
Noma  Epoke  of  betwixt  Minna  and  ya 
that  you  are  too  jealous  of  this  poor  wreti 
low  him  even  to  speak  with  her  an  Lnstan 
his  departure." 

"  You  are  unjust,'"  said  Mordaunt,  hi 
yet  somewhat  flattered  by  her  suspicioDS 
are  as  unjust  as  you  are  imprudent.  Yo 
—you  cannot  but  know— that  Minna  i* 
dear  to  me  a3i/oitr  nster.  Teil  m^  Brend 
tell  me  truly— if  I  aid  you  in  this  ftdly,  tu 
no  suspicion  of  the  Pirate's  faith  ?" 

"  No,  none,"  said  Brenda ;  "if  I  had  i 
you  think  I  would  urge  you  thus  ?— he  a  i 
unhappy,  but  I  think  we  may  in  this  tnu 
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<<  Is  the  appointed  place  the  Standing  Stanet, 
and  the  time  day*break  ?^  again  demanded  Mor- 
daunt 

<<  It  is,  and  the  time  is  come,^  saixd  Brenda— 
'^  for  Heaven^s  sake  let  us  depart  P 

^^  I  will  myself,^  said  Mordaunt,  '^  relieve 
the  centinel  at  the  front  door  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  suflTer  you  to  pass — ^You  will  not  protract 
this  interview,  so  full  of  danger?^ 

<<  We  will  not,^  said  Brenda ;  ^^  and  yoM,  on 
your  part,  you  will  not  avail  yourself  of  this  un- 
happy man^s  venturing  hither,  to  harm  or  to 
seize  him  ?^ 

*^  Uely  on  my  honour,*"  said  Mordaunt ;  ^*  he 
shall  have  no  harm,  unless  he  offers  any.^ 

*^  Then  I  go  to  call  my  sister,^  said  Brenda, 
and  tripped  out  of  the  apartment 

Mordaunt  considered  the  matter  for  an  in- 
stant, and  then  going  to  the  centinel  at  the  front 
door,  he  told  him  to  run  instanUy  to  the  main* 
guard,  and  order  the  whole  to  turn  out  with  their 
arms— to  see  the  order  obeyed,  and  to  return 
when  they  were  in  readiness.  Meantime,  he 
himself,  he  said,  would  remain  upon  the  post 
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Darii^  the  intervxl  of  tbc  oeatjneVs  abse 
front  door  was  slowly  opened,  snd  Mil 
Brenda  appeared,  muffled  in  their  maotJi 
lomer  leaned  on  her  sister,  and  kept  i 
bent  on  the  ground,  at  one  who  feit  ash 
dw  step  she  wat  idxmt  to  take.  Breada  ai 
ed  her  lorer  in  lileaee,  but  threw  back  iq 
•  kwk  of  gi&titnde  and  affection,  which  4 
if  possible,  his  acxietj  for  thor  safety. 

Tbe  suters,  in  the  meanwhile,  ptsK^ 
a^i  of  the  house,  nben  Minna,  whose  > 
that  time,  had  been  faint  and  feebky  h 
erect  her  person,  and  lo  walk  with  a  pace 
and  ao  swift,  thai  hernia,  who  bad  aoa 
culty  to  keep  up  with  her,  could  not  tid 
■nutnituig  on  tbc  imprudence  at  huirji 
spirits,  and  exbauidng  ber  fbroe,  li^  sad 
flBBsary  bcste. 

'<  Fear  not,  my  dcarett  oater,"  said  1 
**  the  afitit  wbicfa  I  now  feel  will,  and  mu 
tain  me  through  the  dreadful  mtcniew. 
not  but  move  wiUi  a  droofung  bead  and  d 
pace,  while  I  was  in  view  of  one  who  idu* 
anily  deem  ne  dEMervitig  of  kis  {Mty  or  hi 
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But  you  know,  my  dearest  Brenda,  and  Cleve- 
land shall  also  know,  that  the  lore  I  bore  to  that 
ttnba[^y  man,  was  as  pare  at  the  rayaof  that  atitt, 
that  is  now  reflected  on  the  waves.  And  I  dare- 
attest  that  glorious  sun,  and  yonder  blue  heaven, 
to  bear  me  witness,  that,  but  to  urge  him  t6 
change  his  unhappy  course  of  life,  I  bad  not,  fat 
all  the  temptations  this  round  world  holds,  eVer 
consented  to  see  him  more.^ 

As  she  spoke  thus,  in  a  tone  which  afforded 
■mch  confidence  to  Brenda,  file  risters  attained 
the  siraiBut  ci  a  risii^  ground,  whence  they  coBi* 
manded  a  full  view  of  the  Orcadian  Stonebenge, 
consisting  of  a  huge  cifde  and  semi-cirde  of  the 
Standing  Stones,  as  they  are  called,  which  already 
glimmered  a  grejrish  white  in  the  rinng  son,  and 
profectedfar  to  the  westward  their  long  gigantic 
Atdovnk  At  another  time,  the  scene  would  haire 
operated  powerfully  on  the  imaginative  rakid  at 
Minna,  and  interested  the  curiosity  at  least  of  her 
less  seasttive  astern.  But,  at  this  moment,  neither 
was  at  leisure  to  receive  the  impressioiis  wfaidi 
this  stupendous  mooument  of  antiquity  is  wa  wdl 
calculated  to  impress  on  the  feehogs  of  dioee  who 
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abjure,  and  offer  up  to  a  better  and  a  more  mer- 
ciful Grod  than  was  known  to  them,  the  vain  ideas 
with  which  my  youthful  ima^nation  has  been  se- 
diieed.'' 

She  stood  by  the  prostrate  table  of  stone,  and 
saw  Cleveland  advance  towards  her,  with  a  ti« 
mid  pace,  and  a  downcast  look,  as  different  from 
his  usual  character  and  bearing,  as  Minna's  hi^ 
look  and  lofty  demeanour,  and  calm  contempbu 
tive  posture,  was  distant  from  that  of  the  love-lorn 
and  broken-hearted  maiden,  whose  weight  had  al- 
most  borne  down  the  support  of  her  aster  as  she 
left  the  House  of  Stennis.  If  the  belief  of  those  is 
true,  who  assign  these  singular  monuments  exclu^ 
sively  to  the  Druids,  Minna  might  have  seemed  the 
Haxa,  or  high  priestess  of  the  order,  from  whom, 
somechampion  of  the  tribe  expected  inauguration. 
Or,  if  we  hold  the  drcles  of  Gothic  and  Scandina* 
vian  origin,  she  might  have  seemed  a  descended 
Vision  of  Freya,  the  spouse  of  the  Thundering 
Deity,  before  whom  some  bold  Sea-king  or  cham- 
pion bent  with  an  awe,  which  no  mere  mortal  ter- 
ror could  have  inflicted  upon  him.  Brenda^  over- 
whelmed with  inexpresnble  fear  and  doubt,  re- 
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Bunned  a  pace  er  two  behind,  anxiously  ob 
ving  the  motioiM  of  Cleveland,  and  attencbi^ 
DoChing  artxtnd,  save  to  him  aond  to  her  siiei 

Cleveland  approached  within  two  yards 
Minna,  and  bent  Ins  head  to  the  giromid.  Tl 
was  a  dead  pause,  until  Mhma  said,  in  a  f 
but  nidancboiy  ton^  ^  Unbapf^  mas,  why  di 
thou  seek  this  aggravation  of  amr  woe  ?  Dq 
in  peaise,  and  may  Heaven  d&^eot  theelo  abel 
course  than  that  which  thy  fife  htm  jH  hM 

<^  Heaven  will  not  aid  m^^  sssd  Oevels 
**  exceptii^  by  yonr  voice.  I  came  hither  r 
and  wild,  scarce  Imowing  that  my  trad^  my  i 
perate  trade,  was  more  criminal  is  the  sighl 
man  or  of  heaven,  than  that  of  Ihoae  privad 
Hrfaom  your  law  acknowledges.  I  was  hnA  n 
and,  but  for  the  wishes  you  have  cMcoiinyd 
to  form,  I  should  have  perhaps  &td  in  it,des 
rtitt  and  impemtent  O,  do  sot  throir  me  fe 
ymi— Jet  me  do  something  to  redeem  what  I  h 
done  amiss,  and  do  not  leave  yoor  own  work  h 
finisbedr 

"^  Cleveland,'' said  Mmna,  <' I  win  not  rqmn 
you  with  abusing  my  inexperi^ce,  or  with 
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iog  younelf  of  those  delusions  wUcb  (he  credu* 
Ittjf  of  eariy  youth  bad  flung  around  ne,  and 
led  me  to  confound  your  feital  course  of  life 
the  deeds  of  our  tfiaent  heroes  Alas^whea 
I  saw  your  followers  diat  illusioD  was  no  move  !«* 
but  I  do  not  upbraid  you  with  its  having  existed. 
Go,  Cleveland ;  detach  yourself  fixNoi  those  misar* 
able  Wretched  mth  whom  you  are  asaociated^  and 
belkeve  me,  that  if  heaveii  yet  grants  you  the 
means  of  distinguishing  your  name  by  one  good 
or  j^orioua  action,  there  are  eyes  left  in  these 
lonely  iabuoids,  that  will  weep  as  much  for  joy  as 
■"■as  "tbey  must  now  do  for  sorrow.^ 

'*  And  is  this  all  ?""  said  Cleveland ;  <*  and  may 
I  not  hope,  that  if  I  extricate  myself  from  my  pre- 
sent assodates-^  I  can  gain  my  pardon  by  being 
as  \xM  in  the  right,  as  I  have  been  too  often  in 
the  wrong  caus&-4f  after  a  term,  I  care  not  hotr 
long— but  sdll  a  t^m  which  may  have  an  end^  I 
can  b^MMt  of  having  redeemed  my  fame*-Hnay  I 
iiot-«Hnay  I  not  hope  that  Minna  may  fbr^ve  what 
my  €i(xl  and  my  country  shall  have  pardon^  ?** 

^  Never,  Cleveland,  never  !^  said  Minna,  with 
the  utmost  firmness;  ^^  on  this  spot  we  pjalt^  and 

12 


pKtfor  ever,  and  put  without  longer  indulgf 
TUnk  of  me  as  of  one  deed,  if  you  oondni 
joa  DOW  are ;  but  i^  whidi  maj  heaven  gi 
you  chai^  your  hXtl  ooivse,  tlunk  of  ne 
aa  one,  whose  monuiig  and  eraung  prsjrcn 
he  fior  your  happiness,  though  die  has  loA 
own— Farewdl,  Cleveland  !^ 

He  kneded^  overpowered  by  his  own  b 
fedb^s,  to  take  the  hand  whidb  she  hdd  ov 
hiBy  sad  in  diat  instant,  his  confidant  Bu 
stsffdng  fipom  bdiind  one  of  the  large  upi 
pilkrs,  lus  eyes  wet  widi  tears,  exdaimed— 

^  Never  saw  soch  a  parting  scene  on  any  si 
Bat  m  be  d— d  if  you  make  your  exit  as 


And  so  saying,  ere  Clevdand  could  em\ 
cither  remonstrance  or  resistance,  and  indeed 
tan  hecould  get  upon  his  feet,  he  easily  seen 
him  by  pulfing  him  down  on  his  bade,  so  \ 
two  or  three  of  the  boat^s  crew  seised  lum  by 
anns  and  l^s,  and  b^an  to  hurry  him  towi 
die  lake.  Minna  and  Brenda  shridced,  and 
tempted  to  fly,  but  Denick  snatdied  up  the 
with  as  much  ease  as  a  falcon  pounces  c 


THE    PIEATX.  801 

pigeon ;  while  Bunce,  with  an  oath  or  two,  which 
were  intended  to  be  of  a  consolatory  nature,  sei- 
zed on  Brenda,  and  the  whole  party,  with  two  or 
three  of  the  other  pirates,  who,  stealing  from  the 
water-side,  had  accompanied  them  on  the  ambus* 
cade,  began  hastily  to  run  towards  the  boat,  which 
was  left  in  charge  of  two  of  their  number.  Their 
course,  however,  was  unexpectedly,  and^for  their 
criminal  purpose,  fatally  interrupted. 

When  Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  turned  out  his 
guard  in  arms,  it  was  with  the  natural  purpose  of 
watching  over  the  safety  of  the  two  sisters.  They 
had  accordingly  closely  observed  the  motions  of 
the  pirates,  and  when  they  saw  so  many  of  them 
leave  the  boat  and  steal  towards  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous assigned  to  Cleveland,  they  naturally  sus- 
pected treachery,  and  by  cover  of  an  old  hollow 
way  or  trench,  which  perhaps  had  anciently  been 
connected  with  the  monumental  circle,  they  had 
thrown  themselves  unperceived  between  the  pi* 
rates  and  their  boat.  At  the  cries  of  the  sisters, 
they  started  up  and  placed  themselves  in  the  way 
of  the  ruffians,  presenting  their  [Meces,  which, 
notwithstanding,  they  dared  not  fire,  for  fear  of 
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;  Sat  fli  iiImiI,  pgcai 
of  Dmiek,  anched  ber  f 
!  iMBBd,  and  vith  the  odMr  1 
T«oorchKeMOR«f 
fcil  or  were  taken,  the  rai  fled  to  t 
pnlied  of;  and  find  lepeeledly  on  the 


TRfi    PIRATC.  808 

party,  which  they  returned,  with  Httle  in«> 
jary  on  either  side.  Meanwhile  Mordaunt,  ha- 
ving first  seen  that  the  msters  were  at  liberty  and 
in  fall  flight  towards  the  house,  ad^anoed  on 
Cleveland  with  his  cutlass  drawn.  The  pirate  pre* 
sented  a  pistol,  and  calling  out  at  the  same  time, 
«— <<  Mordaunt,  I  never  missed  my  aim,^  he  fired 
it  into  the  air,  and  threw  it  into  the  lake ;  then 
dfew  his  cutlass,  brandished  it  round  his  bead^  and 
flung  that  also  as  far  as  his  arm  could  send  it,  in 
the  same  direction.  Yet  such  was  the  universal 
belief  of  his  personal  strength  and  resources,  that 
Mordaunt  still  used  precaution,  as,  advancing  on 
Cleveland,  he  asked  if  he  surrendered. 

*^  I  surrender  to  no  man,^  said  the  Pirate* 
captain ;  *^  but  you  may  see  I  have  thrown  away 
my  weapons.*' 

He  was  immediately  seized  by  some  of  the 
Orcadians  without  his  offering  any  resbtanoe; 
but  the  instant  interference  of  Mordaunt  pre- 
vented his  bong  roughly  treated,  or  bound.  The 
victors  conducted  him  to  a  well*secured  upper 
apartment  in  the  House  of  Stennis,  and  placed  a 
centinel  at  the  door.     Bunce  and  Fletcher,  both 
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insensible  of  the  presence  of  the  others.  Jack 
Bunce  stood  meditating  some  ends  of  verse,  in 
order  to  make  his  advances  towards  a  recondli* 
iddon  with  Cleveland ;  for  he  bc^gan  to  be  sen- 
fflble,  from  the  consequences,  that  the  part  he 
had  played  towards  his  Captain,  however  wdl  in- 
tended, was  neither  lucky  in  its  is^e^  nor  likely  to 
be  well  taken.  His  admirer  and  adherent  Fletcher 
lay  half  asleep,  as  it  seemed,  on  a  tnickle»bed  in 
the  room,  without  the  least  attempt  to  interfere 
in  the  conversation  which  ensued. 

*'  Nay,  but  speak  to  me,  Clement,^  said  the 
penitent  Lieutenant,  **  if  it  be  but  to  swear  at 
me  for  my  stupidity.— 

'  What,  not  an  oath  ? — ^Nay,  then  the  world  goes  bard. 
If  Clifford  cannot  spare  lua  friends  an  oath.' " 

*^  I  pr^jrthee  peace,  and  be  gone  P  said  Cleve- 
land ;  <<  I  have  one  bosom  friend  left  yet,  and 
you  will  make  me  bestow  its  contents  on  you,  or 
on  myself.'* 

"  I  have  it !''  said  Bunce, "  I  have  it  T  and 
on  he  went,  in  the  vein  of  Jaffier-^ 
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««' Then^  1^  tbe  heb  I  merit,  ni  not  lea^  thee, 
'.\  11U  to  tliyself  at  least  thoa'rt  lecondlec^ 

HoweTer  thy  resentment  detl  with  me !'" 

"I  pray  you  once  more  to  be  aUent,"^ 
,  ^  Cleveland — '^  Is  it  not  enough  that  you  have 

*  done  me  with  jouf  treachery,  but  you  must  \ 

.  I  rae  with  your  silly  buflbonery  ?— >I  would 

have  beheyed  yokk  would  have  lifted  a  £n 

against  me.  Jack,  of  any  man  or  devil  in  yom 

unhappy  ship.* 

j  "  Who,  I  r  exclaimed  Bunce,  "  I  lift  a  fin 

^  against  you !— -And  if  I  did,  it  was  in  pure  k 

and  to  make  you  the  happiest  fellow  that  c 
trode  a  deck,  with  your  mistress  beade  you, ; 
fifty  fine  fellows  at  your  command.  Here  is  11 
Fletcher  can  bear  witness  I  did  all  for  the  b 
if  he  would  but  speak,  instead  of  loUopin^  tb 
like  a  Dutch  dogger  laid  up  to  be  careened 
Get  up,  Dick,  and  speak  for  me,  won^'t  your 
**  Why,  yes,  Jack  Bunce,"  answered  Fleich 
raising  himself  with  diflSculty,  and  speaki 
feebly,  <^  I  wUl  if  I  can— and  I  always  kaew  } 
spoke  and  did  for  the  best— but  howsomder 
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d^ye  see,  it  has  turned  out  for  the  worst  for  me  this 
time,  for  I  am  bleeding  to  death,  I  think.^ 

<^  You  cannot  be  such  an  ass  !^^  said  Jack 
Bunce,  springing  to  his  assistance,  as  did  Cleve- 
land. But  human  aid  came  too  late — ^he  sunk 
back  on  the  bed,  and,  turning  on  his  face,  ex- 
pired without  a  groan. 

<'  I  always  thought  him  a  d— -d  fool,^  said 
Bunce,  as  he  wiped  a  tear  from  his  eye,  ^'  but 
never  such  a  consummate  ideot  as  to  hop  the 
perch  80  sillily.— I  have  lost  the  best  follower—" 
and  he  again  wiped  his  eye. 

Cleveland  looked  on  the  dead  body,  the  rugged 
features  of  which  had  remained  unaltered  by  the 
death-pang — "  A  bull-dog,**  he  said,  "  of  the 
true  British  breed,  and,  with  a  better  counseUor, 
would  have  been  a  better  man.^ 

"  You  may  say  that  of  some  other  folks  too. 
Captain,  if  you  are  minded  to  do  them  justice,'*' 
said  Bunce. 

"  I  may  indeed,  and  especially  of  yourself,'' 
said  Cleveland,  in  reply. 

"  Why  then,  say,  Jack^  IJbrgtve  you^  said 
Bunce ;  <*  it's  but  a  short  word,  and  soon  spoken^" 
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**  I  ftrpve  joa  fton  ill  mj  •oul,  JTscl 
CWnlMid,  wbo  had  reaamed  his  BittutxH 
windmi ;  "  and  the  nlber  that  yoar  tot 
Sttle  consequence— the  ""ming  u  con 
Must  Iniog  ruin  on  us  alL" 

*'  What,  jou  are  ihinking  of  tlie  old  « 
prophecy  ytM  spoke  of?"  said  Buoce. 

*'  It  will  soon  be  acccmpUsbed,''  an 
CWrdand.  "  Come  tuther ;  -what  do  yt 
jOQ  large  Bqoare^igged  veaael  for,  that  < 
doi^iliiig  the  head4aad  on  the  east,  and  c 
the  Bay  of  Stromnesa  F" 

"  Why,  I  can't  make  her  well  oot 
ButKc,  "  bat  yooder  is  old  GoSe,  takes 
•  West  Indiamaa  loaded  with  rum  and  t 
ttxppoee,  tor  d-~a  me  if  he  does  not  sli] 
and  Etaod  out  to  ha  f 

"  Instead  of  running  into  the  shoal 
which  was  his  iwly  safe^,*  siud  Clere 
"  The  fool '.  the  dotard !  the  driTelling,  d 
ideot  t—be  will  get  his  liquor  hot  ciiou| 
yoo  is  the  Halcyon— See,  she  hoists  bar  i 
md  fires  a  broad-side  I  and  there  will  aoo 
end  of  iba  Fortiute's  Favourite .'    I  oal 
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they  will  fight  her  to  the  last  plank.  The  Boat- 
swain  used  to  be  staunch  enough,  and  so  is  €roff^ 
though  an  incarnate  demon«-^Now  she  shooU 
away,  with  all  the  sail  she  can  spread,  and  that 
shews  some  sense.'' 

^'  Up  goes  the  Jolly  Hodge,  the  old  black  Bag, 
with  the  death's  head  and  hour  glass^  and  thai 
shews  some  spunk.'* 

<<  The  hoiur  glass  is  turned  for  us.  Jack,  for 
this  bout— our  sand  is  running  fast-^Fire  away 
yet,  my  roving  lads !  The  deep  sea  or  the  blue 
sky,  rather  than  a  rope  and  a  yard-arm." 

There  was  a  moment  of  anxious  and  dead  si* 
lence;  the  sloop,  though  hard  pres^,  main- 
taining still  a  running  fight,  and  the  frigate  con- 
Unuing  in  full  chase,  but  scarce  returning  a  shot 
^t  length  the  vessels  neared  each  other,  so  as  to 
shew  that  the  man-of-war  intended  to  board  the 
sloop,  instead  of  sinking  her,  probably  to  secure 
the  plunder  which  might  be  in  the  pirate  vessel* 

"  Now  GoflFe— now  Boatswain  V^  exclaimed 
Cleveland,  in  an  ecstacy  of  impatience,  add  as 
if  they  could  have  heard  his  commands,  '^  stand 
by  sheets  and  tacks — rake  her  with  a  broadside^ 


SkQ 


von  are  aids  her  bows,  then  about 
gooff  OQ  theodier  tmck  like  a  wild 
Aifw    thf  hdba^  a>lee— Ah  !— 
the  hibben !— diey  inias  stays,  m 
frigtte  lUBs  them  aJxnid  r 

ADOovfin^y  die  Tuiaiis  mmnasawTeg  < 
dMK  had  brought  tfaenKso  near,  that  Cle? 
with  Us  npy-giiass,  oould  see  the  mm-of- 
■MBi  boarfiag  hy  the  yards  and  bowspiit, 
loatifale  DOinhen,  thar  naked  cuthttses  fli 
ia  the  san,  when,  at  that  critical  moment 
diips  were  enrdoped  in  a  dood  of  thid^ 
whidi  suddenly  arose  on  board  th 


««  Exeunt  omnes,'^  said  Bunoe,  with  d 


^  Tbero  went  die  Fortane^s  Favoorite, 
and  crew,*  snd  Cterelaml,  at  the  same  iut 


But  the  smoke  immediatdy  dealing  t 
shewed  that  the  dami^  had  only  been  p 
and  that  from  want  of  a  suflicnent  quant 
powder,  the  pirates  had  failed  in  thdr  deq 
attempt  to  bkiw  up  tbeir  vessd  with  the 
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Shortly  after  the  action  was  over,  Captain 
Weatherport  of  the  Halcyoo  sent  an  officer  and 
a  party  of  marines  to  the  House  ol  Stennis^  to 
demand  of  them  the  pirate  seamen  who  were 
their  prisoners,  and,  in  particular,  Cleveland  and 
Bunce,  who  acted  as  Captain  and  Lieutenant  of 
the  gang. 

This  was  a  demand  which  was  not  to  be  rerist- 
ed,  though  Magnus  Troil  could  have  wished  sin- 
cerely that  the  roof  under  which  he  lived  had 
been  allowed  as  an  asylum  at  least  to  Cleveland. 
But  the  officer'^s  orders  were  peremptory ;  and 
he  added,  it  was  Captain  Weatherporfs  inten- 
tion to  land  the  other  prisoners,  and  send  the 
whole,  with  a  sufficient  escort,  across  the  island 
to  Kirkwall,  in  order  to  undergo  an  examination 
tliere  before  the  civil  authorities,  previous  to  their 
being  sent  off  to  London  for  trial  at  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty.  Magnus  could  therefore 
only  intercede  for  good  usage  to  Cleveland,  and 
that  he  might  not  be  stripped  or  plundered, 
which  the  officer,  struck  by  his  good  mien,  and 
compassionating  his  situation,  readily  promised. 
The  honest  Udaller  would  have  said  something 


SIS  THE   PIKAIK. 

in  the  way  of  comfort  to  Cleveland  himat 
be  oould  not  find  words  to  express  it,  ai 
sbook  hU  head. 

"  Old  friend,"  said  Cleveland,  "  you  nu 
much  to  complain  of — ^yet  you  pity  instead 
ulting  over  me— for  the  sake  of  you  and 
I  will  never  faorm  human  being  more, 
this  from  me — my  last  hope,  but  my  last 
tatioa  also" — he  drew  from  bis  bosom  a  p 
psto!,  and  gave  it  to  Magnus  Troil  "  B 
ber  me  ti>— but  no— let  every  one  forget  i 
am  your  prisoner,  ^,"  said  be  to  the  offii 

"  And  I  also,"  aaid  poor  Bunce ;  and  ( 
on  a  theatrical  countenance,  he  ranted,  v 
very  perc^ttible  faultering  in  his  ton^  the 
of  Pierre : 

'  Captain,  you  should  be  a  gendeman  of  bono 
Keep  off  the  rabble,  that  t  in«y  have  room 
To  eatertain  my  fate,  and  die  with  decency.' 


J 


THB   PUtATK. 


318 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Joy,  joj,  in  LoDdon  now  I 

SOUTHEY. 


The  news  of  the  capture  of  the  rover  soon 
reached  to  Kirkwall,  about  an  hour  before  noon, 
and  filled  all  men  with  wonder  and  with  joy.  Lit- 
tle business  was  that  day  done  at  the  Fair,  whilst 
people  of  all  ages  and  occupations  streamed  from 
the  place  to  see  the  prisoners  as  they  were  marched 
towards  Kirkwall,  and  to  triumph  in  the  different 
appearance  which  they  now  bore  from  that  which 
they  had  exhibited  when  ranting,  swaggering,  and 
bullying  in  the  streets  of  that  town.  The  bayonets 
of  the  marines  were  soon  seen  to  glisten  in  the 
sun,  and  then  came  on  the  melancholy  troop  of  -- 
captives,  hand  cuffed  two  and  two  together.  Their 
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finery  had  been  partly  torn  from  them  b] 
captors,  P^^y  bung  in  rags  about  them ; 
were  wounded  and  ooveced  with  blood, 
blackened  and  sooidied  with  the  exploni 
whidi  a  few  o&the  most  desperate  had  i 
strore  to  blow  up  the  vessel.  Mostof  them 
ed  sullen  and  impenitent,  some  were  more 
mingly  affected  with  their  conditicw,  and 
braved  it  out,  and  sung  the  same  ribald 
to  which  they  had  made  the  streets  of  Ki 
ring  when  they  were  in  their  frolics. 

The  Boatswain  and  Goffe,  €x>upled  tog 

4*x^^ltM^p*^  themselves  in  threats  and  imprec 

against  eadi  other;  the  former  charging 

with  want  of  seaman^iip^  and  the  latter  al 

diat  the  Boatswain  had  prevented  him  from 

the  powder  that  was  stowed  forward,  and  ao 

ing  them  all  to  the  other  world  together. 

came  Cleveland  and  Bunce,  who  were  pern 

to  walk  unshackled  ;  the  deceit  mdanchol 

resolved  manner  of  the  former,  contrasting  st 

ly  with  the  stage  strut  and  swagger  which 

Jack  thought  it  fitting  to  assume,  in  order  U 

ceal  some  les3  dignified  emotions.     The  fc 
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was  looked  upon  with  compassion,  the  latter  with 
a  mixture  of  scorn  and  pity;  while  most  of  the 
others  inspired  horror,  and  even  fear,  by  their 
looks  imd  their  language* 

There  was  one  individual  in  Kirkwall,  who 
was  so  far  from  hastening  to  see  the  sight  which 
attracted  all  eyes,  that  he  was  not  even  aware  of 
the  event  which  agitated  the  town.  This  was  the 
elder  Mertoun,  whose  residence  Kirkwall  had 
been  for  two  or  three  days,  part  of  which  had 
been  spent  in  attending  to  some  judicial  proceed- 
ings,  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  Procura- 
tor Fiscal,  against  that  grave  professor,  Bryce 
Snaelsfoot.  In  consequence  of  an  inquisition  in« 
to  the  proceedings  of  this  worthy  trader,  Cleve- 
land's chest,  with  his  papers  and  other  matters 
therein  contmned,  had  been  restored  to  Mer- 
toun, as  the  lawful  custodier  thereof,  until  the 
right  owner  should  be  in  a  situation  to  esta- 
blish his  right  to  them.  Mertoun  was  at  first  de- 
sirous to  throw  back  upon  Justice  the  charge 
which  she  was  disposed  to  entrust  him  with ;  but, 
on  perusing  one  or  two  of  the  papers,  he  hastily 
changed  his  mindr—in  broken  words,  requested 
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Ibe  Magistrate  to  let  the  chest  be  KUt  i 
lodgings,  and,  hastemng  hfnneward,  b<dtec 
Self  into  the  room,  to  coD«der  and  digci 
angular  informatioD  which  chaDco  had  tha 
vejed  to  him,  and  which  increased,  mat) 
degree,  his  impatience  for  an  interview  w^ 
mysterious  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  ehe  bad  rvq 
bf  him,  when  they  met  in  the  Chim^ya 
Saint  Ninians,  to  attend  in  the  outer  aisle  i 
Catliedral  of  Saint  Magnus,  at  the  hour  of 
on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Fair  of  Saint  Olla, 
to  meet  a  perstm  by  whom  the  Bate  of  Moti 
would  be  explained  to  him. — "  It  must  bi 
self,"  he  said ;  "  and  that  I  should  see  h 
tills  moment  is  indispensable.  How  to  £a 
sooner,  I  know  not ;  and  better  lose  a  few  J 
even  in  this  exigence,  than  ofiend  her  by  a 
mature  attempt  to  force  myself  on  her  prete 

Long,  therefore,  before  nooi^— long  befor 
town  of  Kirkwall  was  agitated  by  the  nevs  c 
events  on  the  otiier  ^de  of  the  island,  the  i 
McTloun  was  pacing  the  deserted  aisle  o 
Cathedral,  awaiting,  with  agonizing  eagei 
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the  expected  oommunioation  from  Noma*  The 
bell  tolled  twelve^-Hio  door  opened— no  one  was 
seen  to  enter  the  Cathedral ;  but  the  last  sounds 
had  not  ceased  to  reverberate  through  the  vault- 
ed roof,  when,  gliding  from  one  of  the  interior 
side-^udes,  Noma  stood  before  him-  Mertoun, 
indifPerent  to  the  apparent  mystery  of  hep*  sud- 
den approach,  (with  the  secret  of  which  the  rea- 
der is  acquainted,)  w^  up  to  her  at  once,  with 
the  earnest  ejaculation— •<'  Ulla— UUaTrpil-^aid 
me  to  save  our  unhappy  boy  T 

"  To  UUa  Troil,**  said  Noma,  "  I  answer 
not — I  gave  that  name  to  the  winds,  on  the  night 
that  cost  me  a  father  !^ 

^^  Speak  not  of  that  night  of  horror,^  said 
Mertoun ;  <^  we  have  need  of  our  reasonr— let  us 
not  think  on  recollections  which  may  destroy  it ; 
but  aid  me,  if  thou  canst,  to  save  our  unfortu- 
nate child  r 

"  Vaughan,^  answered  Noma,  **  he  is  already 
saved— long  since  saved ;  think  you  a  mother^s 
hand— *and  that  of  such  a  mother  as  I  am 
— ^would  await  your  crawling,  tardy,  ineffectual 
assistance?  No,  Vaughan—I  make  myself  known 
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to  yoU)  but  to  shew  my  triumph  over  you— it  is 
the  only  revenge  whidi  the  powerful  NanuL  per- 
mits herself  to  take  for  the  wrongs  of  Ulla  Tnnl.'' 

*^  Have  you  indeed  saved  him— saved  him 
from  the  murderous  crew  ?— ^peak ! — and  speak 
truth  I — I  ^nll  beUeve  every  thing— all  you  would 
require  me  to  assent  to ! — prove  to  me  only  he  is 
escaped  and  safe  T 

'*  Escaped  and  safe,  by  my  means,""  mA  Nor- 
na— <<  safe,  and  in  assurance  of  an  honoured  snd 
happy  alliance.    Yes,  great  unbeliever ! — ^ye«, 
wise  and  self-opinioned  infidel ! — these  were  the 
works  of  Noma !  I  knew  you  many  a  year  since; 
but  never  had  I  made  myself  known  to  you,  save 
with  the  triuinphant  consciousness  of  having  con- 
trolled the  destiny  that  threatened  my  son.    All 
combined  against  him — planets  which  threatened 
drowning— combinations  which  menaced  blood — 
but  my  skill  was  superior  to  all. — I  arrsnged— 
I  combined — I  found  means— I  made  them — 
each  disaster  has  been  averted ; — and  what  infi- 
del on  earth,  or  stubborn  demon  beyond  the 
bounds  of  earth,  shall  hereafter  deny  my  power  f"^ 
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The  wild  ecstacy  with  which  the  spoke,  so 
much  resembled  triumphant  insanity,  that  Mer- 
toun  answered — "  Were  your  pretensions  less 
lofty,  and  your  speech  more  plain,  I  shoiild  be 
better  assured  of  my  son's  safety-^ 

"  Doubt  on,  vfun  sceptic  f'*  said  Noma — "  And 
yet  know,  that  not  only  is  our  son  safe,  but  ven« 
geance  is  mine,  though  I  sought  it  not^— ven- 
geance on  the  powerful  implement  of  the  darker 
Influences  by  whom  my  schemes  were  so  oflen 
thwarted,  and  even  the  life  of  my  son  endanger- 
ed.— Yes,  take  it  as  a  guarantee  of  the  truth  of 
my  speech,  that  Cleveland — ^the  pirate  Cleve- 
land—even now  enters  Kirkwall  as  a  prisoner, 
and  will  soon  expiate  with  his  life  the  having 
shed  blood  which  is  of  kin  to  Noma's.'* 

*^  Who  didst  thou  say  was  prisoner  7^  exclaim- 
ed Mertoun,  with  a  voice  of  thunder — *'  Who, 
woman,  didst  thou  say  should  exjHate  his  crimes 
with  his  life  ?" 

"  Cleveland — ^the  pirate  Cleveland  r  answer- 
ed Noma;"  and  by  me,  whose  counsel  he  scorn- 
ed, he  has  been  permitted  to  meet  his  fate.'' 
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"  Thou  most  wretched  of  women  !"  sail 
loan,  speaking  from  between  his  clenched 
—"  tbou  bast  shun  thy  son,  as  well  ■■  I 
ther!" 

"  My  son  !— what  son  ?— what  mean  y 
Mordaunt  is  your  son — ^your  only  son  P  a 
ed  Norno — "  is  he  not  ? — tell  me  quickly- 
notr 

"  MordauDt  is  indeed  my  son,^  saidMoti 
**  the  lavs,  at  least,  pve  him  to  rae  at  i 
But  O,  unhappy  Ulla  !  Cleveland  is  your 
well  as  mine— blood  of  our  blood,  bone 
bone ;  and  if  you  have  given  him  to  death 
end  my  wretched  life  along  with  him !" 

"  Stay — hold — stop,  Vaughan  !"  said  t 
"  I  am  not  yet  overcome — prove  but  to  i 
truth  of  what  you  say,  I  would  find  bel 
should  evoke  hell !— -But  prove  youitwnrd 
believe  them  I  cannot.^ 

"  7^« help!  wretched, over-weening wi 
— in  what  have  thy  combinatjons  and  th< 
tagems — the  legerdemain  of  lunacy — the 
quackery  of  insanity— in  what  have  these  in 
thee  ?— and  yet  I  will  speak  to  thee  u  reasDO 
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nay,  I  will  admit  thee  as  powerful— Hear  then, 
Ulla,  the  proofs  which  you  demand,  and  find  a 
remedy,  if  thou  canst :— ^ 

'*  When  I  fled  from  Orkney,'*  he  continued, 
after  a  pause — i*^  it  is  now  five  and  twenty  years 
since — I  bore  with  me  the  unhappy  ofl*spring  to 
whom  you  had  given  light.  It  was  sent  to  me 
by  dne  of  your  kinswomen,  with  an  account  of 
your  illness,  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  gene- 
rally received  belief  of  your  death*  It  avails  not 
to  tell  in  what  misery  I  left  Europe.  I  found  re- 
fuge in  Hispaniola,  wherein  a  fair  young  Spa- 
niard undertook  the  task  of  comforter.  I  married 
her — she  became  mother  of  the  youth  called  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun.^ 

"  You  married  her !''  said  Noma,  in  a  tcme  of 
deep  reproach. 

"  I  did,  UUa,"  answered  Mertoun ;  *'  but  you 
were  avenged.  She  proved  faithless,  and  her  in- 
fidelity lefl  me  in  doubts  whether  the  child  she 
bore  had  a  right  to  call  me  father-^-But  I  also 
was  avenged.'' 

VOL.  III.  X 


me  to  Tortuga,  wbeie  we 
Hordaunt  Vaa^an,  my 
three  or  fixir  yean  youngn 
iU^,  for  the  advant^p 
tJoo.  I  retolved  never  I 
continued  to  rapport  his 
plundered  by  the  Spanja 
but  fifteen — ^Want  came  t 
bled  conscieDce.  I  bccai 
ved  Clement  in  the  sam< 
skill  and  bravery,  thougl 
ed  him  a  separate  comm 
of  two  or  three  years,  wh 
cruises,  my  crew  rose  on  i 
on  the  beadi  of  one  t^  thi 
ed,  however,  and  my  first 
ous  illness,  were  after  Clei 
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ashore  on  a  desert  islets  to  jperish  with  want^I 
believed  he  had  so  perished.^ 

^^  And  what  assures  you. that  he  did  not  ?^  said 
Ulla  ;^*  or  how  .comes  this  Cleveland  to  be  iden- 
tified with  Vaugban  ?^ 

*^  To  change  a  pame  is  common  with  auch  ad- 
^^enturersy"^  .4i}pw«Ked  rMerjkHUiy  ><  aiid«OIement 
had  apparently  found  that  of  Yaugfaaa  had  be- 
come too  notorious-i*-and  this  change,  in  has  case, 
prevented  meirom  heanog  any  tidings  pf  him. 
It  was  then  that  remorse  seized  me,  and  that,  de- 
testing all.  jiature,but.especially  theaex  to  which 
Louisa  belonged,  I  resolved  to  do  penance  in  the 
wild  islands  of  Zetland  for  the  rest,  of  my  life. 
To  subject  mysdf  to  £Eets,and  to  the  scourge  was 
the  advice  c^  the  holy  Catholic  priests,  whom  I 
consulted.  But  I  devised  a  nobler.  penancer-^I 
determined  to  bring  with, me  the  unhappy  boy 
Mordaunt,  and  to  keep  always  before  me  the  li« 
ving  memorial  of  my  misery  and  my  guilt.  I  have 
done  so,  and  I  have  thought  over  both,  till  rea- 
son has  often  trembled  on  her  throne.  And  now, 
to  drive  me  to  utter  madness,  my  Clement^-my 
own,  my  undoubted  son— revives  from  the  dead 
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Id  n  infiniiocis  destb,  by  the 

of  his  ovnmodier  r* 

J,  svsjr  r*  iad  Noma,  widi  a  lac 

bad  beaid  ihe  slaty  to  an  end,  ** 

fiaaed  by  the  old  oonafr,  to  iote 

finnonrofagidltfooiiinide.  Howog 

MoffdauDt  firmj  SOD,  their  ages  be 


itataren 

have  done  Bodi,*  said  Baal  Mertomi ;  *<stn 
ianginalion  aanst  bare  dooe  die  rest.* 

^  But,  gn^  Bie  pfoofii— -gnne  me  proo6  1 
dns  Clefdand  is  my  son,  aod  bdieve  me,  tUs 
shall  mkmet  sink  in  east,  than  they  diaU  b 
pofvcr  to  hann  a  hair  of  Ins  head.* 

'^  These  papers,  ibeK  journal^*  said  Hertci 
offering  the  podutJiook. 

^  I  cfluwc  lead  them,*  she  said,  after  sn 
fort,  ^  my  brain  is  £xst.^ 

**  Clement  bad  also  tokens  which  joa  mxj 
member,  but  they  most  bare  become  the  be 
of  his  captors.  He  had  a  ahrer  box  with  a  Ri 
inscriplioo,  with  which  in  iar  other  days  you  ] 

ted  me — a  golden  chaplet.* 
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'*  A  box  !^  said  Noma,  hastily ;  "  Cleveland 
gave  me  one  but  a  day  since— •!  have  never  look* 
ed  at  It  till  now."" 

Eagerly  she  pulled  it  out— eagerly  examined 
the  legend  around  the  lid,  and  as  eagerly  exclaim- 
ed— "  They  may  now  indeed  call  me  Reimken- 
nar,  for  by  this  rhime  I  know  myself  murderess 
of  my  son,  as  well  as  of  my  father  V* 

The  conviction  of  the  strong  delusion  under 
which  she  had  laboured,  was  so  overwhelming, 
that  she  sunk  down  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  pil- 
lars— Mertoun  shouted  for  help,  though  in  des- 
pair of  receiving  any ;  the  sexton,  however,  .ca- 
tered, and  hopeless  of  all  assistance  from  Norna, 
the  distracted  father  rushed  out  to  learn,  if  pos- 
sible, the  fate  of  bis  son. 


Captain  WsAi 

reached  Kirkwa}li 
great  joy  and  tha 
who  had  assemblt 
The  Provost,  in  pt 
lighted  with  the  p 
cyon,  at  the  very 
could  not  <»cape  hi 
surpriaed,  and  soi 
thank  the  informal 

•■  That  I  suppli 
what  astonished. 

"  Yes,  sir,"'  ana 
"  I  undcrGtand  yo 
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Magistrate  of  Kirkwall,  who  subscribes  tins  let- 
ter.'' 

The  astonished  Provost  took  theletter  address* 
ed  to  Captain  Weatherport  of  the  Halcyon,  star 
ting  the  arrival,  force,  &c.  of  the  pirates'  vessel ; 
but  adding,  that  they  had  heard  of  the  Halcyon 
being  on  the  coast,  and  that  they  were  on  their 
guard  and  ready  to  baffle  her,  by  going  among  the 
shoals,  and  through  the  islands,  and  holms,  where 
the  frigate  could  not  earily  follow ;  and  at  the 
worst,  they  were  desperate  enough  to  propose 
running  the  sloop  ashore  and  blowing  her  up,  by 
which  much  booty  and  treasure  would  be  lost  to 
the  captors.  The  letter,  therefore,  suggested, 
that  the  Halcyon  should  cruise  betwixt  Duncans*- 
bay  Head  and  Cape  Wrath,  for  two  or  three  days, 
to  relieve  the  pirates  of  the  alarm  her  neighbour- 
hood occarioned,  and  lull  them  into  securi^,  the 
more  especially  as  the  letter^writer  knew  it  to  be 
their  intentbn,  if  the  frigate  left  the  coa3t,  to  gp 
into  Stromness  Bay,  and  there  put  their  gqn^ 
ashore  for  some  necessary  repairs,  or  even  for 
careening,  if  they  could  find  means.  The  letter 
concluded  by  assuring  Captiun  Weatherport,  that 
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cious  reader,  that  Noma  had  her  own  reasons  for 
calculating  with  accuracy  on  the  date  of  the  HaU 
cyon^s  arrival. 

Without  puzzling  himself  further  concerning 
a  circumstance  which  seemed  inexplicable,  the 
Captain  requested  that  the  examinations  might 
proceed ;  and  Cleveland  and  Altamont,  as  he 
chose  to  be  called,  were  brought  up  the  first  of 
the  pirate  crew,  on  the  charge  of  having  acted  as 
Captain  and  Lieutenant.  They  had  just  com- 
menced  the  examination,  when,  after  some  ex- 
postulation with  the  officers  who  kept  the  door, 
Basil  Mertoun  burst  into  the  apartment  and  ex.- 
claimed,  '^  Take  the  old  victim  for  the  young 
one ! — I  am  Basil  Vaughan,  too  well  known  on 
the  windward  station — take  my  life,  and  spare 
my  sons  !'' 

All  were  astonished,  and  none  more  than  Mag* 
nus  Troil,  who  hastily  explained  to  the  Magis- 
trates and  Captain  Weatherport,  that  this  gen- 
tleman had  been  living  peaceably  and  honestly 
on  the  mainland  of  Zetland  for  many  years. 

^'  In  that  casc,^  said  the  Captain,  *^  I  wash 
my  hands  of  the  poor  man,  for  be  is  safe,  under 
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two  prockunatioins  of  mercy  ;  and,  by  my 
when  I  see  them  hanging  on  each  other^s 
I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  the  aon.^ 

^^  But  how  is  it— how  can  it  be  ?^  saidthi 
TOSt ;  *^  we  always  called  the  old  man  Mei 
and<the  young,  Cleveland^  and  now  it  aeenu 
are  both  named  Vaughan.^ 

'^  Vaughan,^  answered  Magnus,  <'  is  a ; 
^luch  I  have  some  reason  to  remember; 
from  what  I  hare  lately  heard  from  my  o 
Noma,  that  old  man  has  a  right  to  bear  it 

*^  And,  I  trust,  the  young  man  also,^  sai 
Captain,  who  had  been  looking  oyer  a  mem 
dum.  <<  Listen  to  me  a  moment,^  added  he 
dressing  the  younger  Vaughan,  whom  we 
hitherto  called  Cleveland.  *<  Hark  you,  ur, 
name  is  said  to  be  Clement  Vaughan — are 
the  same,  who,  then  a  mere  boy,  command 
party  of  rovers,  who,  about  eight  or  nine  } 
ago,  pillaged  a  Spanish  village  called  Quem 
on  the  Spanish  Main,  with  the  purpose  of  ad 
some  treasure  ?** 

^'  It  will  avail  me  nothing  to  deny  it,*  ans 
ed  the  prisoner. 


THK    PIRATB.  S81 

"  No,''  said  Captain  Weatherport,  "  but  it 
may  do  you  service  to  admit  It.  Well,  the  mule- 
teers escaped  with  the  treasure,  while  you  were 
engaged  in  protecting,  at  the  hazard  of  your  own 
life,  the  honour  of  two  Spanish,  ladies  agdinst  the 
brutality  of  your  followers.  Do  you  remember 
any  thing  of  this  ?** 

**  I  am  sure  I  do,^  said  Jack  Bunce ;  *'  fi>r  our 
Captain  here  was  marooned  for  his  gallantry,  and 
I  narrowly  escaped  flogging  and  pickling  for  ha- 
ving taken  his  part.'' 

**  When  these  points  are  established,^  said  Cap> 
tain  Weatherport,  "  Vaughan's  life  is  safe— th* 
women  he  saved  were  persons  of  quality,  daugh* 
ters  to  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  appli- 
cation was  long  since  made,  by  the  grateful  Spa- 
niard, to  our  government,  for  favour  to  be  shewn 
to  their  preserver.  I  had  special  orders  about 
Clement  Vaughan,  when  I  had  a  commission  for 
cruizing  upon  the  pirates,  in  the  West  Indies, 
six  or  seven  years  since.  But  Vaughan  was  gone 
then  as  a  name  amongst  them ;  and  I  heard 
enough  of  Cleveland  in  his  room.  However, 
Captain,  be  you  Cleveland  or  Vaughan,  I  think 
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I  can  assure  you  a  free  pardon  when  you  t 
in  London." 

Clcvelaod  bowed,  and  the  blood  mounted 
face.  Mertonn  fell  en  his  knees,  and  exha 
liimself  in  ihanks^ving  to  Heaven.  They 
removed,  amidst  the  sympathizing  sobs  o 
spectators. 

"  And  now,  good  Masta  Lieuteoant, 
have  you  got  to  say  for  yourself,"  stud  Ca 
Weatherport  to  the  cidevant  Roscius. 

"  Wliy,  little  or  nothing,  please  your  hot 
only  that  I  wish  your  honour  could  find  my 
in  that  book  of  mercy  you  have  in  your  L 
for  I  stood  by  Captain  Clement  Vauglian  ii 
Quempoa  buuness." 

*'  You  call  yourself  Frederick  Altamont?' 
Captain  WeatlicrporL  "  I  can  see  no  such  i 
liere ;  one  John  Bonne,  or  Bunce,  the  iad^ 
oo  her  tablets." 

"  Why,  that  is  me — that  is  I  myself,  Ca 
^— I  can  prove  it ;  and  I  am  determioed,  th 
the  sound  be  something  plebeian,  rather  tc 
Jack  Bunce,  than  to  hang  as  Frederick  . 
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^^  In  that  case,**^  said  the  Captain,  **  I  can  give 
you  some  hopes  as  John  Bunce.^ 

"  Thank  your  noble  worship,^  shouted  Bunce; 
then  changing  his  tone,  he  said,  ^'  Ah,  since  an 
alias  has  such  virtue,  poor  Dick  I^Ietcher  might 
hate  come  off  as  Timothy  Tugmutton ;  but  ho^- 
somdever,  d'*ye  see,  to  use  his  own  phrase—" 

^'  Away  with  the  Lieutenant,"  said  the  Clip- 
tain,  **  and  bring  forward  Goffe  and  the  othet 
fellows ;  there  will  be  ropes  reeved  for  some  of 
them,  i  think."  And  this  prediction  promised  to 
be  amply  fulfilled,  so  stjong  was  the  proof  which 
was  brought  against  them. 

The  Halcyon  was  accordingly  ordered  round 
to  carry  the  whole  prisoners  to  London,  for 
which  she  set  sail  in  the  course  of  two  days. 

During  the  time  that  the  unfortunate  Cleve- 
land remained  ^t  Kirkwall,  he  was  treated  with 
civility  by  the  Captain  of  the  Halcyon ;  and  tlie 
kindness  of  his  old  acquaintance,  Magnus  Troil, 
who  knew  in  secret  how  closely  he  was  allied  to 
his  blood,  pressed  on  him  accommodations  of 
every  kind,  more  than  he  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  accept. 
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NonWt  whole  bterest  is  the  unhappy  [ 
was  still  more  deep,  was  at  this  time  unabl 
press  it.  The  sexton  bad  fouad  her  lyiuj 
pavement  in  a  swoon,  and  when  she  rec 
her  mind  for  the  time  had  totally  lost  itseqi 
and  it  became  aecessory  to  place  her  iin 
restrunt  of  watchful  attendants. 

Ofthc  sisters  of  Burgh  Westra,  Clerdai 
heerd  that  they  remmned  ill,  io  cocteqiH 
ihe  fright  to  which  they  hod  been  suited 
lit  the  evening  before  the  Halcyon  ssilec 
he  received,  by  a  private  conveyance,  the 
ing  billet : — "  Farewell,  Cleveland — ^we  ] 
ever,  and  it  is  right  that  we  should — Be  v 
and  be  happy.  The  delusions  which  a . 
education  and  limited  acquaialoiice  with  I 
dcrn  world  had  spread  around  me,  are  gc 
dissipated  far  ever.  But  in  you,  I  am 
have  been  thus  far  free  from  error-^that  i 
oDe  to  whom  good  is  naturally  more  atl 
than  evil,  and  whom  only  necessity,  ei 
and  habit,  have  forced  into  your  lale  co 
life.  Think  of  nic  as  one  who  no  longer 
unless  you  should  become  as  much  the 
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of  geheml  praise,  as  now  ct  genend  reproach ; 
and  then  think  of  me  as  one  who  will  rejoice 
in  your  reviving  iame,  though  she  must  never 
see  you  more  !^— -The  note  n^as  signed  M.  T.; 
and  Cleveland,  with  a  deep  emotion  which  he 
testified  even  by  tears,  read  it  an  hundred  times 
over,  and  then  clasped  it  to  his  bosom. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  heard  by  letter  from  his 
father,  but  in  a  very  different  style.  Basil  bade 
him  farewell  for  ever,  and  acquitted  him  hence- 
forward from  the  duties  of  a  son,  as  one  on  whom 
he,  notwithstanding  the  ^xerticms  of  many  years, 
had  fouhd  himself  unable  to  bestow  the  affections 
of  a  parent.  The  letter  informed  him  ofa  recess  in 
the  old  house  of  Jarlshof,  in  which  the  writer  had 
deposited  a  considerable  quantity  of  specie  and 
of  treasiure,  which  he  desired  Mordaunt  to  use  as 
his  own.  "  You  need  not  fear,^  the  letter  bore, 
^^  either  that  you  lay  yourself  under  obligation 
to  me,  or  that  you  are  sharing  the  spoils  of  pira- 
cy. What  is  now  given  over  to  you,  is  almost 
entirely  the  property  of  your  deceased  mother, 
Louisa  Gronzago,  and  is  yours  by  every  right. 
Let  us  forgive  each  other,^  was  the  conclusion. 
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"  as  tliey  who  must  meet  no  more." — And 
never  met  more  ;  for  the  elder  Alertoua,  ag 
« lioni  no  charge  was  ever  preferred,  disappc 
after  the  fate  of  Cleveland  was  determined, 
was  generally  believed  to  have  retired  ii 
foreign  convent. 

The  fate  of  Cleveland  will  be  most  brieflj 
pressed  in  a  Jetfer  which  Minna  received  wi 
two  months  after  the  Halcyon  left  Kirbi 
The  family  were  then  assembled  at  Bu 
Westra,  dtid  Mordatmt  was  a  member  of  i 
the  time,  the  good  Udaller  thinking  he  c 
never  sufficiently  repay  the  activity  whid 
had  shewn  in  the  defence  of  his  daughters.  ] 
na,  then  beginning  to  recover  from  her  ler 
rory  alienation  of  mind,  was  a  guest  in  th« 
mily,  and  Minna,  who  was  sedulous  in  hei 
tenlton  upon  this  unfortunate  victim  of  me 
delusion,  was  seated  with  her,  watching  * 
symptom  of  returning  reason,  when  the  le 
we  allude  to  was  placed  in  her  hands. 

"  Minna,"  it  said — "dearest  Minna! — f 
well,  and  for  ever.     Believe  me,  I  never  mi 
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you  wrong — ^never.  FroBi  the  moment  I  came 
to  know  you,  I  resolved  to  detach  mytelf  from 
my  hateful  comrades,  and  had  framed  a  thou* 
sand  schemes,  which  have  proved  as  vain  as  they 
deserved  to  be— for  why,  or  how,  should  the  fate 
of  one  so  lovely,  pure,  and  innocent,  be  involved 
with  that  of  one  so  guilty  ? — Of  these  dreams  I 
will  speak  no  more.  The  stern  reality  of  my  si* 
tuation  is  much  milder  than  I  either  expected  or 
deserved;  and  the  little  good  I  did  has  out* 
w^ghed,  in  the  minds  of  honourable  and  merci* 
ful  judges,  much  that  was  evil  and  criminal.  I 
have  not  cxily  been  exempted  from  the  ignomi* 
nious  death  to  which  several  of  my  compeers  are 
sentenced;  but  Captain  Weatherport,  about  onoe 
more  to  sml  for  the  Spanish  Main,  under  the  ap- 
prehen^on  of  an  immediate  war  with  that  ooun- 
try,  has  generously  solicited  and  obtained  permis* 
sion  to  employ  me,  and  two  or  three  more  of  my 
less  guilty  associates,  in  the  same  service-— a  mea« 
sure  recommended  to  himself  by  his  own  gene- 
rous  compassion,  and  to  others  by  our  knowledge 
of  the  coast,  and  of  local  circumstances^  which^ 
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by  whatsoever  means  acquired,  vc  bow  he 
use  for  the  Bcrrice  of  our  country.  Mintu 
will  faesT  my  name  pronounced  with  hraoi: 
you  will  never  hear  it  again.  If  virtue  cat 
b^tptness,  I  need  not  wish  h  to  yon,  for 
yours  already.— Farewell,  Minna." 

Miooa  wi^t  so  Inttt^rly  over  this  letter, 
it  attracted  the  attention  of  the  coavak 
K<Hiia.  She  snatched  it  from  the  hand  o 
kinswomaD,  and  read  it  over  at  first  with  thi 
fused  air  of  one  to  whom  it  conveyed  no  ii 
gence— then  witli  s  dawn  of  lecollectioD- 
with  a  burst  of  mingled  joy  and  grief,  in  ' 
she  dropped  it  from  her  hand.  Minna  sna 
it  up,  and  retired  with  her  treasure  to  hei 
apartmeM. 

FnxB  that  time  Noma  appeared  to  assu 
liferent  character.  Her  dress  was  changi 
one  of  a  more  umple  and  less  imposing  A 
ter.  Her  dwarf  was  dismissed,  with  ample 
visioa  far  his  future  comfort.  She  shewed  t 
lire  of  resuming  her  erratick  life ;  and  dir 
her  obserTBloTT,  as  it  might  be  called,  on  F 
head,  to  be  dismantled.  She  refused  the  nai 
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Noma,  and  would  only  be  addressed  by  her  real 
appellation  of  Ulla  TroU.  But  the  most  import- 
ant change  remained  behind^  Formerly,  from  the 
dreadful  dictates  of  spiritual  despsur,  arising  out 
of  the  circumstances  of  her  father^s  death,  she 
seemed  to  have  considered  herself  as  an  outcast 
from  divine  grace ;  besides,  that,  enveloped  in  the 
vain  occult  sciences  which  she  pretended  to  prac- 
tise, her  study,  like  that  of  Chaucer''s  physician, 
had  been  '^  but  little  in  the  Bible.^  Now,  the  sa- 
cred volume  wasseldomlaid  aside ;  and,  to  the  poor 
ignorant  people  who  came  as  formerly  to  invoke 
her  power  over  the  elements,  she  only  replied— 
"  The  zvinds  are  in  the  hollow  of  His  handy-^ 
Her  conversion  was  not,  perhaps,  altogether  ra- 
tional ;  for  this,  the  state  of  a  mind  disordered 
by  such  a  complicati(Hi  of  hc^d  incidents,  proba- 
bly prevented.  But  it  seemed  to  be  sincere,  and 
was  certainly  useful.  She  appeared  deeply  to 
repent  of  her  former  presumptuous  attempts  to 
interfere  with  the  course  a£  human  events,  super- 
intended as  they  are  by  far  higher  powers,  and 
expressed  bitter  compunction  when  such  her  for- 
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ma  preteMioM  vme  m  an^  manner  recall 
Wr  memory.  Sb«  still  ihewed  a  paniali 
MordiuDt,  tboogfa,  peHisps,  arising  chtrflj 
batxt ;  nnr  w«s  it  nsy  to  know  bow  much  o 
bnle  Ak  reAenibered  of  the  cniiipjical«l  t 
IB  which  fibe  had  been  cofmected.  Wbe 
dted,  wfebdi  wasaboot  four  yean  after  the  < 
w«  ban  conmcnonbKl,  it  waa  ibuad  that  i 
ipecaal  and  earnest  request  of  Sliona  Tna! 
had  coonred  her  •nrj  coosiderable  {»vf>e 
Bresida.  A  clause  in  ber  will  spmally  din 
thai  all  the  hoakt,  implements  of  ber  Ubon 
and  other  thingMiooPeeted  with  her  fbrnMriti 
dmuld  be  commiued  to  the  flame*. 

About  two  Tears  before  Nonia's  death,  Bi 
was  wedded  to  Mordatint  Mertoon.  It  was 
nne  before  old  Magnus  Troi),  with  all  has 
lioB  (er  his  daogfater,  and  all  his  partialit 
MordauRt,  waa  able  fraDklj  to  recondle  hi 
lothismaldi.  Bat  Monlamtt'sacooinptishi 
wen  peeubarf*  to  the  Udallcr's  taste,  and  tl 
■an  Mt  tbeimposaibihijof  sttppljrinj^hispl 
his  fma\w  as  ^aolutd  v,  that  at  length  his : 
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blooci  gave  way  to  the  natural  feelings  of  the 
heart,  and  he  comforted  his  pride  while  he  looked 
around  him,  and  saw  what  he  considered  as  the 
encroachments  of  the  Scottish  gentry  upon  thb 
couNTET,  (so  Zetland  is  fondly  termed  by  its  in- 
habitants,) that  as  well  **  his  daughter  married 
the  son  of  an  English  pirate,  as  of  a  Scottish 
thief,^  in  scornful  allusion  to  the  Highland  and 
Border  families,  to  whom  Zetland  owes  many  re. 
spectable  landholders ;  but  whose  ancestors  were 
g<^nerally  esteemed  more  renowned  for  ancient 
family  and  high  courage,  than  for  accurately  re- 
garding the  trifling  distinctions  of  Meum  and 
Tuum.  The  jovial  old  man  lived  to  the  extre- 
mity of  human  life,  with  the  happy  prospect  of  a 
numerous  succession  in  the  family  of  his  younger 
daughter;  and  having  his  board  cheered  alter- 
nately by  the  minstrelsy  of  Claud  Halcro,  and 
enlightened  by  the  lucubrations  of  Mr  Triptole- 
mus  Yellowley,  who,  laying  aside  his  high  pre- 
tensions,  was,  when  he  became  better  acquainted 
with  the  manners  of  the  islanders,  and  remem- 
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bered  the  various  misadventures  which  hid 
tended  his  premature  attempts  at  refonnsc 
on  honest  and  useful  representative  of  bis  p 
rapal,  and  never  so  happy  as  when  he  could  esc 
from  the  spare  commons  of  his  sister  Baiban 
the  genial  table  ot  the  Udaller.  Barb8ra''s  ti 
per  also  was  much  softened  by  the  unexpec 
restoration  of  the  bprn  of  silver  ocnns,  (the  { 
pertj  of  Korna,)  which  she  had  concealed  in 
Dianaonof  old  Stourburg^,f<»-acbieTingsQm 
her  mysterious  plans,  but  which  she  now  restc 
to  those  by  whom  it  had  been  acadentally  di 
vered,  with  an  intimoticMi,  however,  that  it  wc 
again  disappear  unless  a  reasonable  portion 
expended  on  the  sustenance  of  the  family ;  a] 
caution  to  which  Tronda  Droosdaugbter,  (| 
bably  an  agent  of  Noma\)  owed  her  escape  f 
a  plow  and  wasting  death  by  inanition. 

Mordaunt  and  Brenda  were  as  happy  as 
mortal  condition  permits  us  to  be.  They  ac 
red  and  loved  each  other^-enjoycd  easy  circ 
sUnrm     hnd  duties  to  discharge  which  they 
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not  neglect ;  and,  clear  in  conscience  as  light  of 
heart,  laughed,  sung,  danced,  dafTed  the  world 
aside,  and  bid  ic  pass. 

But  Minna — the  high  and  imaginative  Minna 
-—she,  g^tcd  with  such  depth  of  feeling  and  en- 
thusiasm, yet  doomed  to  see  both  blighted  in  early 
youth,  because,  with  the  inexperience  of  a  dispo- 
^tion  equally  romantic  and  ignorant,  shehad  built 
the  fabric  of  Irer  happiness  on  a  quicksand  instead 
of  a  rock,— -was  she,  could  she  be  happy  ?  Reader, 
she  was  happy ;  for,  whatever  may  be  alleged  to 
the  contrary  by  the  sceptic  and  the  scomer,  to  each 
duty  performed  there  is  assigned  a  degree  of  men- 
tal peace  and  high  consciousness  of  honourable 
exertion,corresponding  to  the  difficulty  of  the  task 
accomplished.  That  rest  of  the  body  which  suc- 
ceeds to  hard  and  industrious  toil,  is  not  to  becom- 
pared  to  the  repose  which  the  spirit  enjoys  un- 
der similar  circumstances.  Her  resignation,  how- 
ever, and  the  constant  attention  which  she  paid  to 
her  father,  her  sister,  the  afflicted  Noma,  and  to 
all  who  had  claims  on  her,  were  neither  Minna^s 
sole  nor  her  most  precious  source  of  comfort 
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Like  Norna,  but  under  a  more  regulated  j 
ment,  she  learned  (o  exchange  the  visioiia  of 
enthusiasm  which  had  exerted  and  misled 
imagination,  for  a  truer  and  purer  connection ' 
the  world  beyond  us,  than  could  be  learned  f 
the  sagas  of  heathen  bards,  or  tW  visions  of  1 
rhymers.  To  this  she  owed  the  support  by  wl 
she  was  enabled,  after  yarious  acoounts  o{  the 
nourable  and  gallant  oonductof  Cleveland,  to  r 
with  resignation,  and  even  with  a  sense  of  comf 
mingled  with  sorrow,  that  he  had  at  length  fall 
leading  the  way  in  a  gallant  and  honourable 
terprise,  which  was  successfully  accomplished 
those  followers,  to  whom  his  determined  brav< 
had  opened  the  road.  Bunce,  his  fantastic  i 
lower  in  good,  as  formerly  in  evil,  transmitted 
account  to  Minna  of  this  melancholy  event, 
terms  which  shewed,  that  though  his  head  \ 
weak,  his  heart  had  not  been  utterly  corrupt 
by  the  lawless  life  which  he  for  some  time  led, 
at  least  that  it  had  been  amended  by  the  chan{ 
and  that  he  himself  had  gained  credit  and  p 
motion  in  the  same  action,  seemed  to  be  of  lit 
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consequence  to  him,  compared  with  the  loss  of  his 
old  captain  and  comrade.*   M  inna  read  the  intel- 
ligence^  and  thanked  heaven,  even  while  the  eyes 
which  she  lifted  up  were  streaming  with  tears, 
that  the  death  of  Cleveland  had  been  in  the  bed 
of  honour ;  nay  she  even  had  the  courage  to  add 
her  gratitude,  that  he  had  been  snatched  from  a 
situation  of  temptation  ere  circumstances  had 
overcome  his  new-born  virtue ;  and  so  strongly 
did  this  reflection  operate,  that  her  life,  after  the 
immediate  pain  of  this  event  had  passed  away, 
seemed  not  only  as  resigned,  but  even  more  cheer- 
ful than  before.     Her  thoughts,  however,  were 
detached  from  the  world,  and  only  visited  it,  with 
an  interest  like  that  which  guardian  angels  take 
for  their  charge,  in  behalf  of  those  friends  with 


•  We  have  been  able  to  learn  nothing  with  certainty  of 
Bimce's  fate ;  but  our  friend  Dr  Dryasdust  believes  he  may 
be  identified  with  an  old  gentleman,  who,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  George  I.  attended  the  Rose  Coffee-house 
regularly,  went  to  the  theatre  every  night,  told  mercilessly 
bng  stories  about  the  Spanish  Main^  controlled  reckon- 
ings, and  bullied  waiters,  and  wasf^enendly  known  by  the 
name  ot  Captain  Bounce. 
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whoui  hhe  lived  in  love,  or  of  the  poor  wbc 
could  2>crve  and  comfort.  Thus  passed  her  li 
joying,  from  all  who  approached  her,  an  afl 
enhanced  by  reverence ;  insomuch,  that  wh 
friends  sorrowed  for  her  death,  which  arrivi 
late  period  of  her  existence,  they  were  com 
by  the  fond  reflection,  that  the  humanity 
she  then  laid  down,  was  the  only  circum 
which  had  placed  her,  in  the  words  of  Schi 
^*  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  !'*'' 


TUK  END. 
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